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ims Playing Florida 


Wheels in Wild Stab at Recovery 





— a 


Miami, Jan, 21. 
Florida is gambling mad. Bet- 
ting of every kind has swept the re- 
sorts here with hurricane intensity. 
The whole state is wide open. 


Unquestionably the greatest swarm 
ever of “bookies” from New York, 
Philadelphia, Atlantic City, Detroit, 
Chicago, St. Louis and Frisco have 
descended, finding money so tight 
they are out taking each other. 
Miami and contiguous parts are 
mere clearing houses for all the 
racketeers, gunmen, Wall Street 
victims and saps, who are in a 
frenzy to “clean up” where there 
isn’t much to work on except each 
other. 


Tropical moons, blue seas, emer- 
ald palms and all the beauties which 
ordinarily lure the folks here are 
forgotten in the delirious play of 
crap games, horse racing, dog races, 
baccarat, roulette, bird-cage, black- 
jack, poker, prize fights and every- 
thing else on which money may be 
wagered. 

More pinched, worried faces ob- 
Servable than cocoanuts. Women 
crazier than the men this year. 
They inundate all the casinos, leav- 
ing back-weary and broke. 

One woman is the cynosure of all 
eyes, having lost a fortune in the 
last two weeks. She's still betting 
her head off, her husband’s occa- 
sional winnings alone keeping her 
in the game. She and her hus- 
band went goofy the first three days 
in Miami when they broke two 
houses. Since that coup, the couple 
have been hit on an average of 
$12,000 a night. 

The other night the husband, 
Playing the dice table while his 
wife occupied a chair at a roulette 
@ame adjacent, sent word to her 
not to go above $2,000. She lost 
that amount with $50 chips in a 
few minutes. She went another 
$500, then walked over to get per- 
mission to play more. Just as he 
made a pass for $11,000 she told 
him she was out $2,500. The hus- 
band berated her in front of 300 
people and compelled her to go 
downstairs and sit in the car until 
he finished. 

Wifey refused to go, finishing 
nearly a package of cigarettes walk- 
ing from table to table and mum- 


(Continued on page 43) 


“Bad Babies’”’ Hoodoo 


San Francisco, Jan. 21. 

Trouble and mishaps are the lot 
of “Bad Babies,” George Scarbor- 
ough’s play at the Capitol, 

Pinched in Los Angeles and get- 
ting a hung jury, the troupe moved 
up here. The opening night the 
curtain, at the close of the first act, 
stuck and caused a comedy situ- 
ation that nearly ruined the per- 
formance. A few nights later one 
of the cast saw a rope dangling 
back stage and playfully gave it a 
yank. The rope turned loose a few 
thousand gallons of water in a roof 
tank and nearly drowned the show 
and the cast. 

They had te call the fire depart- 
‘ent to help drain off the water. 





A New Wild West 


Hollywood, Jan. 21. 

Ralph Harolde, of Radio, has 
a colored valet who is a church 
deacon. After getting his first 
Sunday off, the valet returned 
to the Harolde apartment very 
morose. 

Servant explained that the 
church was in the red and that 
all it ever got was “wild. west” 
collections—too many Indians 
and Buffaloes. 














Top Air-Time Buyer 
Paying $100,000 Monthly 


. By its appropriation of $100,000 a 
month for broadcasts over the NBC 
network, American Radiator and 
Standard Sanitary Corp. becomes 
the biggest buyer of commercial air 
time in the world. 

Advertiser has leased half hours 
five nights a week for broadcasts, 
except on Saturdays and Sundays. 
Program is to be known as the 
“American Home Banquet.” The 100 
2's go for talent and time. 








Chevalier’s $18,000 Wk. 


San Francisco, Jan. 21. 
Maurice Chevalier has been en- 


gaged as the name attraction for 
the San Francisco Auto Show (Feb. 


3), which runs eight days. Film star 
will appear twice daily, singing two 
numbers each time, and will re- 


ceive $18,000 for the engagement. 
Promoters turned down a name 
band at the same figure. 


Auto shows out this way alf have 
a yen for picture names as attrac- 
tions this year. Denver is dicker- 
ing for Carmel Myers, Anita Page, 
ane Gus Edwards. Seattle and 
Portland are both figuring on using 
screen people to help the draw. 





Too Much Petting 
Kenosha, Wis., Jan. 21. 

Because police claim that young 
couples have been frequenting the 
balconies during matinees for the 
express purpose of petting, two lo- 
cal picture houses have announced 
the closing of their balconies for 
the afternoon shows. 

Police chief hag issued a warning 
that couples who fail to comply 
with the police department's orders 


af any time will be arrested for 
disorderly conduct. 





* 


Perfect 


Mt. Clemens, Jan. 21. 
Maving a dream, possibly because 


of something they ate, Mr. and 
Mrs. Risk, of this city, christened 
their boy High. 

Their vision has materialized. 





High Risk is now a taxi driver. 


INNOCENT ‘STUFF 
GATHERS GHUMES 





100,000 Listeners in 11 
Weeks on One Station Fall 
for “Fortunes” and “Sex 
Secrets” at $1 to $4 a 
Head — Organized Like 
Big Biz, 100 Operators in 
U. S. Pay Master Mind in 
Chi a Grand a Year 


L. A. FERTILE FIELD 


Los Angeles, Jan. 21. 
Softest racket for heavy sugar is 
the radio fortune telling, sex secret 
racket, with more than 100 stations 
in the country innocent promoters 
of a gimmick that is illegal if 
werked through mail solicitation. 
Seems harmless enough to a radio 
station to allow one of the gimmick 
operators an hour a day to tell for- 
tunes free to tke listeners-in. But 
the station operators never take a 
tumble to the sideline, or if they 
do they wink. Today the gag is 
growing from the racket stage to 
a business—and a sweet one at that. 
The broadcasting station’s end of 
the game is innocent, but it is the 
side racket which results from the 
broadcasts that is making coin for 
charlatans working the umpchays 
in every section of the country. 
This burg has been an especially 
good ground with a dozen or more 
(Continued on Page 46) 


CLEVELAND SET 
FOR TELEVISION 


First commercial television broad- 
cast of a vaudeville and picture 
program for home reception will be 
sent from the Palace theatre, Cleve- 
land, in either June or September. 
The city's telephone wires have al- 











ready been adapted to transmission 
of television. 

It is reported Cleveland was se- 
lected for the initial broadcast be- 
cause of the close banking connec- 
tion between North American Pub- 
lic Utility, controlling Cleveland's 
telephone system, and Goldman 
Sachs, bankers for the utility or- 
| -anization. 











| Limit for Lauder 


‘ ——— 
Manager with the Sir Harry 
Lauder road show in the far 
|| west wired the William Morris 
office in New York that i* it 
|! grows any colder, the kilted 
_ne threatens to buy a pair of 
pants. 














RADIO'S COME-ON H 











OURS 








Hotels $500,000 On 








Cuff for Actors: 


Would Settle for 5% —Three-Day Bills 





A Coast Tutor 


Hollywood, Jan, 21. 

Six months ago the pro- 
moter of a Hollywood film act- 
ing school was charged with 
stealing $10 from < pupil. When 
the cops went to make the 
pinch the schoo' was -closed, 
and the promoter had vamped. 

Recently the police decided 
to investigate a school for de- 
tectives next door to the Hol- 
lywood police station. When 
they asked for the big shot 

nning the joint; out stepped 
the film school mugg they’d 
been looking for. 











MIX AND “BILL SHOW” 
TO STAND OFF “101” 


Accepted. by outdoor showmen 
familiar with moves as designed to 
stand off Miller Bros.’ “101 Ranch,” 
John Ringling, head of the circus 
combine, is again reported on good 
authority to be planning a wild 





‘west show for the coming sedson. 


Tom Mix, according to plans, will 
head the show, which may be a re- 
vival of the old Buffalo Bill Wild 
West Show, with that title carried. 

Although the old Buffalo Bill Wild 
West Show has not toured for many 
years, Ringling holds the title and 
can bill a show under it if he de- 
sires. Whether the wild wst show 
will tour as a separate unit or along, 
w'‘th one of tie circuses under the 
Ringling banner is something that 
will be decided soon by the outdoor 
showman, insiders say. The angle 
that some people like to see cir- 
cuses, while others prefer only wild 
west shows and still others both, is 
up for consideration in’ determining 
on how the wild west outfit planned 
will be shown and routed. It may 
be sent. out along with the Sells- 
Floto Circus, it is said. 

Although the thought now is to 
retxin the Buffalo Bill title, under 
consideration is the billing of the 
show as either Tom Mix’s Wild 
West or the Tom Mix-Buffalo Bill 
Wild West Show, these matters to 
be threshed out, from accounts, by 
Ringling, his associates and the 
former picture star within the next 
few weeks. 

Mix left for Sarasota to confer 
with Ringling on Saturday. He will 
remain in Florida until about March 
1, going from there to Peru, Ind., 
where he now has his horses, and 
will go into some spring training. 

When Ringling last summer 
started to round up circuses, he 


made a bid for the Miller “101 
Ranch,” but the deal petered out, 
due, from reports, to the price 
asked. 





Polite Firemen 
Los Angeles, Jan. 21. 
Los Angeles fireman carry broorns, 
brushes, mops and buckets. 
After putting out a minor 
they clean up the mess. 


blaze 


Actors are charged with owing 
close to $500,000 for room rent to 
25 major Times Square theatrical 
hotels. 


As a result of the amount of the 
alleged debt and what the hotels 
claim to be a bare chance of col- 
lecting a substantial part, all but a 
few of the New York hostelries 
have, in the past three weeks, or- 
dered all non-paying professional 
guests to pay or get out. 


One of the best known places, 
which always carried from 45 to 50 
people on the cuff, notified 27 to 
leave in one day last week. The 
27 banded together and moved in- 
tact to another hotel a block away, 
Management of the latter gave 
them rooms on condition they pay 
in 10 days or leave. 

Times Square hotel managers 
who have been widely known as 
liberal carriers of actors until they 
were able to pay off have tightened 
up and now refuse to permit the 
guests to ride free for more than a 
week, unless assured they'll be paid 
off. Few actors out of work, how- 
ever, can give that assurance or 
name a date. 

The Challenge 

In some cases, where the hotels 
are not certain of the guests, bills 
are being presented every three 
days. Formerly the presentation of 
a bill to an actor in less than a 
week was a challenge. 

The Times Square manager, who 
is known among vaudevilliangs as 
“the actors’ best friend,” has closed 
his doors to all without funds, and 
states he is definitely through 
trusting the elbow guests. This 
manager is holding unpaid board 
bills amounting to $51,000, compiled 
in two and a half years. He de- 
clares that while his hotel caters 
almost exclusively to the theatrical 
profession it cannot afford to carry 
non-paying actors any longer. Be- 
sides their rent many of those out 
of work sign tabs for meals and 
incidentals. This in addition to 
telephone calls caused the place to 


(Continued on page 43) 





$18,200 a Day to Run 
Ringling-B-B Circus 


Montreal, Jan, 21. 
Geo. Meighan, general manager 
for John Ringling, told 500 members 
of the Canadian Railway Club here 
that the Ringling-Barnum & Bailey 
circus spends $8,000 annually on its 
advance publicity in New York. 
The nut of the show he placed at 
$18,200 daily. The canvas cost $40,- 
000. Mr. Meighan is also vice- 
president of the St. Louis & Han- 
nibal R. R. 
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Carol Sax Wins French Order 
Through Paris Good-Will Troupe 


Paris, Jan. 21. 
The Societe Universelle together 
with the Ministers of Fine Arts and 


Foreign Affaires will honor Carol 
M. Sax’s Paris-American Players 
with a banquet, Jan. 25, during 
which the official decoration of 
that order probably will be con- 
ferred upon the American producer, 
for his “services to France.” Sax 
has not yet had any intimation of 
the honor that awaits him and it 
will come as a surprise at the ban- 
quet. 

If anything interferes with the 


thus signalize the 
coming event, the decoration will 
be conferred in the near future, 
but that he is slated for distinction 
in this way is certain. 

Moliere a la Mode 


present plan to 


On the 308th anniversary of 
Moliere’s birth the American play- 
ers staged “Le 3ourgeois Genti- 
homme” in modern dress at the 
Comedie Caumartin, their new 
downtown theatre to which they 


moved from the Femina. The 
named house is to be razed. 
The French acclaimed this as an 
honor to their great national 
dramatist, “Bourgeois Gentihomme” 
being the repertory favorite of the 
Comedie Francaise where it is 


last 





regularly revived. The American 
production was arranged in novel 
manner by Jacques Cabannes with 
variations, ._ such as _ typewriter, 
vacuum cleaner, limousines among 
|its props and »uck and ‘ing dances 
and a jazz band as 20th Century 
adaptations of ths 17th Century ac- 
cessories, . 

Moliere’s timeless sense of the 
| dramatic is evidenced by the ever 
| fresh situations of his. great com- 
|edy, which score anew at each 
repetition as they do in this in- 
stance. The play is a bit verbose, 
but always amusing. Conway Win- 
field was excellent in the title role; 
Jessie Ralph does splendidly oppo- 
site, leads being ably supported by 
Richard Lanier, Alan Ward, Rose 
Burdick, Joan Kenyon and Larry 
Fletcher. 

The Caumartin has a capacity 
of only 250, so small that even 
capacity couldn’t show a profit, in- 
dicating the venture relies upon its 
backing which is reported generous. 

The American Players’ jazz ver- 
sion of the Moliere work aroused 
some resentment in the nationalist 
press. The French are touchy about 
the master, much as the English 
would be about liberties taken with 








Shakespeare. 
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YORK and KING 


Originators of “Tin-Type” Comedy. 

Now Star Attraction on Arman- 
dale Castle. (That’s the name of a 
boat.) 


Represented by JENIE JACOBS. 
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NEW LONDON ADELPHI THEATRE REVUE 


‘The House that 


with 


Cicely 
Courtneidge 


Jack Hulbert 


London’s Leading Critics Proclaim 
It Our Greatest Success 


In Preparation for Summer 


A NEW MUSICAL PLAY 


with 
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Tucker 





NEW AUTOMATIC 
BAND CAUSES 
BOMB THREATS 


Budapest, Jan. 21. 

Bombing threats on the life and 
héusehold of Francis Szekeres, well- 
known ofgan technician, followed 
his initial public demonstration of 
his new Breakaphon mechanical 
jazz-band here at the Budapest 
Academy of Music. 


Its dire effect on the jazz musi- 
cian is foreseen as such that un- 
employment to. every bandman in 
the world is imminent, :so realistic 
are the jazz effects produceable on 
the mechanical contraption. 


Despite protests and appeals of 
Hungary’s jazzists, Szekeres held 
his demonstration. The - success 
and the ominous import fetched a 
number of threatening letters, which 
are in the hands of the police. 


LONDON QUITS DANCING; 
TURNS TO SKATE RINKS 


- London, Jan. 21, 

The ice and roller skating craze 
has hit London hard, with rinks re- 
placing dance halls all over and ex- 
cluding most other evening diver- 
sions. London already has three ice 
rinks and several others are to be 
built. 


A number of dance places are be- 
ing converted into roller skating 
rinks. 


Vogue is éven more pronounced 
in the provinces. A medium-sized 
town like Birmingham already has 
four rinks and one Glasgow dance 
hall built not so long ago at a cost 
of $350,000, has gone into the 
change, 


Same is true in Liverpool, Edin- 
burgh, Dublin and Belfast. 








TWO SYDNEY PLAYS CLICK 


; Sydney, Jan. 21. 
“New Moon” and “Journey’s End,” 
both opening within a few days 
have scored substantial successes 
here. 





SAILINGS 


Jan. 81 (New York to ‘Paris), 
Yvonne D’Arle (Olympic). 

Jan. 24 (London to New York) 
Van Horn and Inez (George Wash- 
ington). 

Jan. 24 (New York to Monte 
Carlo) Horace Heidt Band (Paris). 

Jan. 23 (Paris to New York), Joe 
Cohen (Bremen). 

Jan. 23 (Paris to New York), 
Mrs. A. H. Woods, J. J. Shubert, 
Argentinita, Constance Bennett, 
Dorothy Gish, Jack Connolly (Bre- 
men). 

Jan. 22 (London to New 
Harry Rowson, Julian 
(Olympic). 

Jan. 21 (New York to London) 
Frances Mann (Pres. Harding). 

Jan. 17 Capetown to London): 
Francis Curtis (Saxon). 

Jan. 16 (Capetown to Singapore): 
Laura Guerite (Canada). 

Ja.. 15 (Paris to New York): Ed 


York) 
Sande 











Ballard, Mrs. Ballard and family 
(Paris). ; 





MAKE SYMPATHY PLAY 
FOR SUNDAY OPENINGS 


London, Jan. 21. 

Concerted action is shortly con- 
templated to issue . summonses 
against West End cinemas’ Sunday 
shows by the Sotiety of West End 
Managers and Ertertainment Pro- 
tection Association, supported., by 
the Stage Guild, Variety Artistes 
Federation and Actors’ Association. 
This is being done to gain the sym- 
pathy of the public as to the unfair 
treatment meted out to the theatre 
and mvsichall. 


Sabbath closing of places of en- 
tertainment is due to an old 18th 
century law. In the case of cine- 
mas, the county ouncil has over- 
ridden this la-7 by maki:.s cinemas 
contribute a percentage of the Sun- 
day receipts to charity. Gross in- 
come from Sundays in London alone 
is around $7,000,000 annually. 

Sympathy of the public, which 
seems to be apparent, will ultimate- 
ly force Parliament to make the 
ancient law obsolete. 


“ARGENTINE DOG RACES 


All-American Co. Starts in Two 
Towns—Gambling Banned 














Buenos Aires, Jan. 21. 

The All-American Grayhound 
Racing Co. has contracted for the 
use of the River Platte Club stadium 
for tri-weekly coursing meets, with 
a three-month option on its 
tenancy. 

The municipality does not permit 
‘esabling, but the concern is going 
uto the enterprise on a large scale. 

They have 150 dogs here and will 
divide them into two strings, one 
for this spot and another for 
Prorosario where a track will be 
started shortly. 


South America’s Beauty 
Contest Is Due Sept. 7 


Paris, Jan. 21. 
This year’s international beauty 
competition will be staged in Rio 
de Janeiro Sept. 7, where Miss Uni- 


| verse will be selected and crowned. 


France is already het and both- 
ered about it and Yvette Labrousse, 
23-year-old beaut, born in Cannes 
and a dressmaker’ at Lyons, was 
selected Miss France by a jury 
which included Abel Gance, picture 
director, and the usual artists and 
couturieres. 

On Feb. 4 a semi-final to choose 
Miss Europe will be staged. 


Leslie’s $3,000 Dancer 


Paris, Jan. 21. 

Argentinita, Spanish dancer, sails 
on the Bremen, Jan. 23, to join Lew 
Leslie’s “International Revue” in 
New York, signed at $3,000 a week 
through Henri Lartigue. This addi- 
tional salary is said to place the 
overhead on the revue at $25,000 a 
week. 

Argentinita is not to be cunfused 
with Argentina, another Spanish 
dancer, now in the States on concert 
tour. 

Argentinita gets only $1,200 in 
Spain, but she has the same aver- 
sion to ocean travel as Raquel Mel- 
ler. Lartigue had to go to Madrid 
and argue with her to make the 
trip. 


ACTS FOR RIVIERA 
Paris, Jan, 21. 

Among American acts slated for 
the Riviera are June Roberts, Bob 
Fisher and the Novello Bros., at the 
Casino, Cannes. 

En route from the Coliseum, Lon- 
don, Chaney and Fox picked up 
some bookings here for Cannes and 
Monte Carlo. May also play the 
Paramount tour in France. 


DANCER’S RIVIERA MONTH 


Paris, Jan. 21. 

Thelma Edwards, Broadway nite 
club danseuse, after establishing 
herself as a doubling feature be- 
tween the Perroquet and Embassy, 
is set for a month on the Riviera. 
Henri Lartigue booked her at Monte 
Carlo and Cannes. 

Miss Edwards comes into the 
Paramount, Paris, thereafter with a 





Par tour to follow. 








Paris, Jan. 21. 
Production has taken on its usual 
post-holiday activity, the ten days 
past witnessing an even half dozen 


new pieces received with varying 
degrees of favor. 
Rostand’s Play 

The Omnium theatre enterprises 
offered at the Mathtrins a» new 
work’ by Maurice Rostand@' ‘éntitled 
“L’Homme U’ai tue” (“The Man-~-I 
Killed”) to a favorable reception. 
Critics find its peace propaganda 
exaggerated, particularly the prolo# 
set in a confessional box. Plot: 

A young Frenchman still sufférs 
remorse for having killed a defensé< 
less German duiing the war. He 
finds out about his victim and 
makes confession to his priest. Then 
he goes to Germany, traces his vic- 
tim’s parents and his fiancee. -He 
pretends he knew the youth before 
the war and devotes his life to mak-~ 
ing amends to his survivors. 

In the cast are Constant Remy, 
Andre Burgere, Pierre Finaly, Ma- 
riana Fiort and Paule Andral. Mme, 
Fiort, a new Polish actress, is re- 
ported partly financing the venture. 
She plays the German fiancee, giv- 
ing a rather ragged performance at 
the premiere, due in large part to 
nervousness. 

New Composer 

“Le Roi d’Yvetot,” new opera by 
a& new composer, Jacques Ibert, was 
produced .at the Opera Comigque. 
Book is by Jean Limezin and Andre 
de la Tourasse. Production is ex- 
cellent, but the reception was indif- 
ferent. 

Story has a semi-political com- 
plexion, having to do with the over- 
throw of a peaceful king when an 
enemy invades the city. The people 
declare a republic, the leaders tak- 
ing fat state positions. The women 
dissent from the new rule, fight 
the men and restore the crown, with 
the king marrying his former faith- 
ful servant. Musy plays the king; 
Emma Luart, the servant. 


“Pardon, Madame” 


“Pardon, Madame,” a sophisticat- 
ed comedy by Andre Rivoire and 
Romain Coolus, did fairly at the 
little theatre Michel. It is a semi- 
political satire, full of keen wit and 
bright dialog. Plot: An independent 
youth, Maurice, falls in love with 
Yvonne, the wife of a bumptious 
politician, and maneuvers himself 
into a position as the husband’s 
parliamentary advisor. In that ca- 
pacity he helps him to the position 
of secretary of commerce. In re- 
turn, Yvonne~ becomes’ Maurice’s 
mistress. Presently she decides’ to 
divorce the husband and marry 
Maurice, but the politician unéx- 
pectedly is elected president of the 
republic, whereupon the wife comés 
to feel that her real duty lies with 
her husband to avoid scandal, at 
least during his term of office. 
Maurice finds consolation with the 
politician’s charming girl secretary. 

In the cast are Harry Baur, Jean 
Debucourt, Henriette Marion, Rob- 
ert Clermont, Renee Devillers. and 
Jany Clairjane. Piece is splendidly 
acted. 

“Candle Light” 

“Enfin, une’ femme du monde” 
(“A Society Lady, at Least’) is the 
unexpected title of “By Candle 
Light,” which is a French version of 
the Vieneese comedy known as “By 
Candle Light,’ new at the Potiniere. 
Mme. Rahna, former dancer, plays 
the lead, role of a lady’s maid who 
pretends to be a countess. 


ACTS’ FOREIGN’ DATES 


Eddie Mayo and harmonica ras- 
cals (eight), now in Roumania, open 
at the Wintergarten, Berlin, in Feb- 
ruary. They have six months’ 
bookings ahead. 

Helen Gray is booked for a three 
months’ tour ,with dates in Italy, 
France and Germany. Likewise, 
Three Vagrants. 

Rose Kress Trio opens March 7 
at the Cirque Midrano, Paris, for 
three weeks and has seven months’ 
time abroad. Little Jay Herby >is 
set for three months in Italy, Paris 
and Berlin. Booked through Dick 
Henry. 











The recording angel enters  ‘! 
only those good deeds which 


we do not record ourselves. 





MR. AND MRS. JACK NORWORTH 
130 West 44th Street 
New York 












































Paris Productions in Post-Holiday i0 


Spurt; Six New Plays Fare So-So ) 
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Reveal Gaby Deslys as Heroine 





~ Of War; Paris May Build Statue 





Paris, Jan. 21. 

Revelation that the late Gaby 
Deslys, international revue star, was 
a secret government agent during 
the war and as a spy performed 
valuable services to the allies, may 
bring about a movement to erect a 
statue in her honor in Paris. 

The secret came out in an identity 
tangle involving Hedwige Navratil, 
Hungarian Jewess, who was de- 
clared to have been none other than 
Gaby Deslys. Mile. Navratil’s par- | 
ents sought to establish this fact | 
in .order to support a claim upon 
the estate of the dead artiste. 

Her property had been willed 
mostly to her native city of Mar- 
seilles outside of her personal ef- 
fects which went to her partner, 
Harry. Pilcer, the American. 

The Navratils brought a_ suit 
against the municipality of Mar- 
seilles to recover the Deslys estate, 


and in the action it was disclosed 
that Gaby had filched the Hun- 
garian girl's identity papers, pass- 


ports and other documents and with 
their aid had gone into Austria and 
Hungary, during the war as a spy. 
The German officials were hood- 
winked because of the remarkable 
resemblance between Gaby and the 
Hungarian girl she impersonated. 


USING MORE U. S. ACTS; 
PAYNE-GILLESPIE TIEUP 


London, Jan. 21. 

Walter Payne, head of the Syndi- 
cate Halls, controlling eight outly- 
ing London houses, intends to book 
more American acts in his theatres 
this; vear. 

This looks like an alliance be- 
tween Payne and Gillespie, head of 
Moss Empires, to jointly import 
American acts. They share offices 
in the same builcing and have in- 
terests in common in the show 
business. Gillespie is a director in 
the Syndicate Halls. 





Public Financing of 
Roumania Theatre Flop 


Bucharest, Jan. 21. 

The Roumanian government in an 
effort to float a stock issue for pub- 
lic subscription by the public, did a 
complete flop. 

Scheme was to commercialize the 
subventioned Bucharest Opera and 
National theatre in order to place 
them on a paying basis. Security 
was offered, but no takers ap- 
peared. 

Objection was that control did not 
go, with stock, since the government 
was holding a majority and only 
offered a minority for sale. 





CLIFF-LUPINO’S NEWEST 


London, Jan. 21. 

Laddie Cliff's “partnership with 
Stanley Lupino has still another 
six years to go and the firm is ac- 
tively engaged in turning out its 
“Love” series of musical plays. 
“Darling, I Love \You” succeeds 
“Love Lies” at the Gaiety tomorrow 
(Wednesday), when the latter play 
foes on the road for 13 weeks. 

New show, “I Am in Love,” then 
foes into rehearsal and will tour 
the provinces till the Gaiety is 
available. This troupe will have 
practically the same cast as “Love 
Lies,” the only doubtful ones being 
Cyril Ritchard and Madge Fiiott. 





RUTH DEYO HOME-BOUND 
Cairo, Jan. 21. 
Ruth Deyo sailing from this 
port for New York this week. An- 
other departure is that of Cecile 
Sorel and Co. for Beirut by rail. 


OSCAR, 2D, FOR AUSTRALIA 


Hollywood, Jan. 21. 
Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, here writ- 
ing music for “Viennese Nights” 
(WB), goes to Australia at the close 
of his contract to direct an Antipo- 
des company of “New Moon.” 


is 





The Tiller Dancing Schools 
of America, Inc. 

64 WEST 74th ST.. NEW YORK 

. MARY READ. President 


Phone Endicott 8216-€ 
New Classes Now Forming 


SAYAG-HOBSON DEAL 


Latter Takes Over Ambassadeurs 
Restaurant, Former Keys Theatre 





Paris, Jan. 21. | 

Edmund Sayag, who is running| 
the Monte Carlo the year round, and | 
who also has the Kursaal, Ostend, | 
is relinquishing the remodeled Am- | 
bassadeurs restaurant here to Clem- | 
ent Hobson, owner the famous | 
Ciro restaurants in Deauville, Mon- | 
te Carlo, Paris and London. Hobson |} 
has also taken over the swanky La} 
Michodiere eatery, an exclusive res- 
taurant, with entertainment, having | 
a colored band installed. 

Sayag will operate the theatre 
which is now being built on the en- 
larged site of the old Ambassadeurs 
restaurant. Both theatre and the 
Ambassadeurs occupy city property 
under an arrangement similar to 
the Central Park Casino, New York. 


of 





Policy of the theatre is still inde- 
terminate. It will probably be 
wired, but most likely Sayag will 


play a colored revue, or some such } 
entertainment there this summer. 


Paris, Jan, 21. 
The first real Spanish bull fights 
ever given outside of Spain will 
be a feature of the Monte Carlo 
season, starting in March, when 
Edmund Saytag will book them into 
the new stadium, seating 22,000. 


The foremost toreadors of Spain 
will be brought in, receiving 50,000 
francs for each fight. 

The enterprise is a strong effort 
to pep up the Riviera, the season of 
which has been badly dented by the 
market crash in New York and 
other world capitals. 


So thoroughly is Monte Carlo 
persuaded that something is needed 
to feature the resort that the Prince 
of Monaco, who is landlord for all 
Monte Carlo, is donating the ground 
for the stadium. 


SPAIN RESENTS FRENCH 
STAGE ART INFLUENCE 





Madrid, Jan. 21. 
Spanish theatre men, particularly 
producers and players, are greatly 
incensed over the preference of the 
populace for French ballets and 
American spectacles and jazz bands. 

Protests come principally from 
the big towns, notably Madrid and 
Barcelona, which support the tour- 
ing French, Italian and American 
troups to the loss of native produc- 
tions. 

Affair has caused a considerable 
hullabaloo, with Spanish art cir- 
cles complaining that native au- 
thors are being forced against their 
wills to model themselves and their 
product upon foreign standards. 


Drury Lane-Ziegfeld 


London, Jan. 21. 
The Drury Lane management is 
in negotiation with Florenz Ziegfeld 
for the production, here, of “The 
Three Musketeers,” following the 
run of the Christmas Pantomime. 
» Latter ends its run in March, 
having been very successful 





London Production Up 


London, Jan. 21. 
The London theatre is getting 
down to business for the new year. 
The large number of 
spotted for the Christmas season 

have gradually been withdrawn. 
This week’s list of new produc- 
tions numbers half a dozen or more. 





BANOIT’S FIRST PLAY 
Paris, Jan. 21. 

Pierre Banoit, 
will essay his first dramatic play in 
collaboration with Alfred Savoir, 
who is adapting Banoit's 
Well,” a French best seller. 
Jane Marnac will produce 


star in it later this season at 


and 
the 
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WILL MAHONEY 


in Earl Carroll’s “Sketch Book” 
44th St. Theatre, New York 
The Bronx Home News said: 
“There is joy in the performance of 
Will Mahoney, who is without a 
doubt one of the funniest of the 
men who cavort about our stage.” 
Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
1560 Broadway 





Iliness Holds Actor From 





Drawing Double Salary | 


Paris, Jan. 21. 





| 


French Theatre Strike Deferred 


As Gov't Weighs Tax Relief Plans 





BUTT AND JOEL 


On the eve of the premiere of his | 


production of “Criminels” at the 
Theatre des Arts, Georges Pitoeff, 
actor-manager, decided to do the 
male lead himself, ousting Henri 
Vermeil. Latter brought suit for 
damages and has been awarded not 
only his full salary during the run 
of the play, but $400 aliditional as 
punitive damages. 

Odd phase of the legal decision 
is that Varmeil is also free to ac- 
cept another engagement, but will 
continue drawing salary during the 
run of “Criminels.” Owing to Ver- 
meil’s recent illness, it is unlikely 
he will grasp for a double weekly 
income. 


Hubby’s Wealth 
May Make Sunny 


Jarmann Star 


London, Jan. 21. 

Mr. and Mrs. Francis Francis 
will be passengers for New York on 
the Olympic, sailing tomorrew 
(Wed.). Mrs. Francis is the former 
show girl, Sunny Jarmann, while 
Francis is the millionaire guards- 
man who married her recently. 

Bridegroom has sent in his resig- 
nation from the Horse Guards, as is 
customary when an officer marries 
an actress, but this is probably the 
first instance where such a resigna- 
tion has not been accepted. He may 
be called up at any time in the dis- 
cretion of the army authorities. 

The young man is worth $15,000,- 
000 and has promised his wife that 
any time she wants to return to the 
stage he will present her himself in 
a musical show on Broadway. 


Coliseum Titled Band 


London, Jan. 21. 
Sir Henry Wood's orchestra of 80 
pulled a good matinee at the Coli- 
seum yesterday, proving ideal fare 
for this ritzy house. 


Bookings are heavy, and it looks 
like a good buy for Stoll for three 
weeks at $7,500. 

As a result the Palladium is keen 
on getting Sir Thomas Beecham's 
orchestra of 100 as a counterblast 
to Coliseum’s coup. Beecham was 
| due to open last week, but would not 
| accept less than $15,000 a week. 


| Mella a Suicide 


| Bucharest, Jan. 21. 








| Mella, the French dancer, starring 
lin a revue at the Varietes Conti- 
nental in Botoshani, Roumania, 
committed suicide by severing her 
- arteries with a razor. 





Friends attribute the act to an 
junhappy love affair. 


a 


| Johnston Going Home 
Millard Johnston, New York rep- 
12 ‘ntative for Union Theatres of 
| Australia, is en route to the island 
| continent for his first visit in three 
years, 

He returns in the spring. 


Starting Something 


CIRQUE DE PARIS ENDS 


Second Paris Place to Go—Was) 
Best Fight Arena 








Paris, Jan. 21. 

The Cirque de Paris closed a few 

igo after a gala farewell per- | 

Place is being razed to} 

make way for street improvements 

and its passing eliminates not only | 

the largest and most popular of the} 

Paris circuses but the town's best 
fight arena as well. 

Manager Rousseau plans to bhild} 

another to take its place This | 


makes the second post-war demoli- 


tion, the famous Cirque Nouveau 
giving way to an office building} 
three years ago. Only the ancient} 
Cirque d'Hiver and the Cirque 


Medrano now remain. 


| 


ARE AT ODDS 


aa | 


a 


London, Jan, 21. 

An open quarrel which has been 
going on for some weeks between 
Sir Alfred Butt and Solly Joel, 
multi-millionaire, who has always 
backed Butt’s theatrical ventures, 
has grown so intense that there-is 
talk of Butt’s future in the the- 
atres. 


Last week while William Hutter 
and Harry Cohen were both dealing 
independently for the Queen’s and 
Globe.theatres, Hutter dealing with 
Joel, both houses were sold to 
Maurice Browne by Butt without 
consulting Joel. 


A day or so after that happened 
Butt announced that the: Victoria 
Palace was for sale. Yesterday the 
Daily Herald published the state- 
ment that the Drury Lane and the 
Dominion (in which Butt is in- 
terested) were being negotiated for 
by A. E. Abrahams, former bill 
poster and now a big theatre owner. 
While Butt denied such a transac- 
tion is under way, it is nevertheless 
true that offers are being made for 
the Drury Lane and are being con- 
sidered. 

Meanwhile Butt is telling his 
friends that he is tired of show 
business and would prefer life in 
the financial district, his idea being 
that theatre business is going to 
be bad for at least a year or two, 
and if he wanted to return after 
that he could do so. 

Joel is cynical about Butt’s am- 
bitions to shine in finance and his 
attitude has not been improved by 
having Butt score the first round 
in their tiff, for it' was only from 
the newspapers that Joel found the 
two theatres which he partly owned 
had been sold without his knowl- 
edge. 


HEAD IS FORCED OUT 


Berlin, Jan. 21, 

Leopold Jessner, general manager 
of the State Playhouse since the 
revolution, has been forced to resign, 
although he had just signed a new 
five-year contract. 

The last straw in his difficulties 
was the failure of the American 
comedy, “Hard Bandages,” by Fer- 
dinand Reyher, although the real 
reason for all the troubie is the dis- 





lack of a constructive program. 
Jessner continues as stage man- 
ager, while his successor to-the di- 
rectorship general will be Ernst, 
legal and 
State Opera. . 





Big Russian Opera Co. 
As Cuba Tourist Lure 
Havana, Jan. 21. 
issian Opera Company 
at the National theatre 
130 in the troupe o»2 50 in the or- 
chestra, largest theatrical 
Cuba has ever had, 
Company was brought here 
the National Tourist Commission as 


R 


here 


|a winter attraction. Playing at $4 
top. 
French repertory company opens 





here early in February. 
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Pariy, Jan. 21. 
Although the Paris impresarios 
don't know it yet their stroke for 
tax relief by means of a general 
theatre strike has already had some 


| effect on the Minister of Finance’s 
| office The executive assistant of 
| Minister Henri Cheron yesterday 
disclosed to Vatiety that geveral 


amendments already are 
under consideration. 

They being drafted into a 
new bill, text of which will not be- 
come public property until late 
February when the bill is presented 
to Parliament for a vote. 

The tentative draft definitely 
eliminates hope of a reduction in 
the 10% poor tax. . This will have 
to stand for the reason that the 
government sees no means of rais- 
such monies for the Adminis- 
tration of Public Agsistance, except 
through the theatres. 

State Tax Cut 


are 


it? 
in 


However, the percentages of the 
state tax would be reduced. The 
present 10% on the first 10,000 
francs would be changed to 5% of 
the first 15,000; the 7% state tax 
would be reduced to 5%, and all 
taxes on subventioned § theatres, 
such as the Opera Comique, the 
| Odeon and the Comedie Francaise 
| would be eliminated 

At this writing (the proposed 
terms will probably first come to 
public attention with publication 
here) it seems probable that the 
terms outlined will prove unsatis- 


factory to the Franch managers, 

Meantime the threatened strike is 
likely to be deferred. The managers 
realize that Minister Cheron’s 
duties at the Hague conference for 
Naval Disarmament stands in the 
way of any definite answer to their 
demands from the Finance Ministry 
and for that reason the proposal is 
up to put the demonstration off un- 
til M. Cheron’s returns to office 
duty. 

However, the legit managers 
promise a regional strike centering 
in Lyons as a demonstration against 
local conditions. The situation there 
is even more acute than in Paris, 
due to a town tax of 25% additional 
on posters, billing and other inci- 
dentals. 

Mayor Herriot, of Lyons, has the 
strike ultimatum before him and 
calling of the local lockeut awaits 
his answer. 

Taxed Into Bankruptcy 

At Toulon the local impresario, 
Marjol of the Theatre Municipal, 
filed a bankruptey petition and the 
theatre has gone dark. Taxes are 
blamed for the failure. 

In Paris the average taxes on a 
cinema theatre amount to a third 
of gross receipts, including 17%, 
poor and state taxes, 12% to the 
Authors and Composers’ Society, 
plus war taxes and other imposts, 

Provincial tour managers routing 
one-night engagements, notably 
Tournees and Baret, are giving up 
the ghost April 1. They propose 
abandoning road tours regardless of 
the strike, declaring the business 
holds out no hope of profit. 


PHYLLIS AMERY DIES 


Sydney, Jan, 21. 
Phyllis Amery, young Australian 
dancer, died suddenly on the eve of 
an engagement for “Love Lies.” 
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4 VARIETY 


FOREIGN FILM NEWS 





Dec. 31 , 
dire« 


Moscow. 
film world 
scenario writers, 
who 


gate—is 
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critics and 

manage to crash 
crowding the special 
RCA Photophone | 
the 


tnose the 
demonstrations by 
Only 


Sovkino 


film theatre, 
House 
Since the 
the silent films 
house unavailable until 
the sound demonstrations 
taken place after that hour and 
usually do not finish until the wee 
hours of the Arctic mornings. 

General public has as yet gotten 
no glimpse and heard no note of the 
talkers. Aside from the members 
of the Soviet Parliament (Central | 
Executive Committee) which came 
in a body to one of the perform- 
sound f 
been limited to the film people and 
their acolytes. Nevertheless the} 
echoes of the private showings have 
spread and the magazines have} 
given the matter full - attention. 
Popular interest is rising to the 
boiling point : 

In picture circles searcely any- 
thing else but sound is talked about. 
Some directors and cameramen have 
seen a few American samples—a 
fragment of “King of Kings,” some 
Pathe newsreels, the whole of “Fly- 
ing Fool” and several-operatic bits 
—a dozen times. They mispro- 
nounce English phrases from these 
samples almost perfectly. 

At two of the midnight showings 
police were present to control the 
mob. 


here. 
First 
wired. 
ings of 


one 
has been 
show- 
make 
midnight, 
have all} 


regular 
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Handicapped 


Unfortunately the imported talk- 
ers are not represenative of the 
best the States are offering, dué in 
part to technical defects in the 
theatre itself. But being complete 
neophytes in this game, the Russians 
are loudly enthusiastic. Effect is 
greatly heightened by the simul- 
tanous projection of the first ef- 


forts at Russian-made talkers, 
which sound a good deal like the 
early DeForest tryouts. 

Perhaps the only negative re- 


marks came from that Jack-of-all- 
arts, the ex-Commissar of Educa- 
tion, Anatoi2 Lunacharsky. After 
paying a thoroughgoing tribute to 


Russia Steamed Up Over Sound: 
pecial Showings Require Police; 
Have Own Ideas on How to Use It 


lof a 


| sian 
| sound 








film is greatly enhanced by the 
sound accompaniment. This version 
nas not yet been released to the 


public. | 
Tone Films 
' the leading 


Several of directors 


are at the moment furiousiy at 
work on what they term “tone pic- | 
tures,” as distinguished from the} 
American and west European talk- 


ing pictures. 

V. I. Pudovkin, of “Last Days of 
St. Petersburg” fame, is in the midst 
tone film which he calls “We 
Live Well”; Nikolai Ekk and A. M. 
Rom, both among the best of the 
young directors, are likewise doing 
tone pictures. 

Chief differences between 
tone film and the 

film, as explained 
Pudovkin, is that the 
is to avoid a literal transcript of 
sound. That is to say, there is 
usually no protracted conversation, 
no realistic reproduction of noises 
as they occur. Instead Pudovkin, 
and most of his Soviet colleagues, 
hope to use sound only as an im- 
pressionistic accessory. ‘Where an| 
emotional effect can be strength- 
ened by sound of some sort—the 
dripping of water, the rumbling of 
distant thunder, a wisp of music, 
etc., it is put in, even if the cause 
of the sound is not visible on the 
screen. 

Thus, Pudovkin explained, when 
one of the characters thinks of his 
sweetheart going away on a train, 
the effect may be strengthened by 
the chug-chug of the locomotive as 
it might sound in the mind of the 
character, although there is no loco- 
motive on the screen. There may 
even be “voices from the void” to 
underline some idea, cor clarify a 
situation—acting like spoken cap- 
tions, more or less. In short, the 
Russians aim to use the sound tech- 
nique not to reproduce real life— 
that, they say, amounts at best to 
an imitation of the legitimate 
theatre—but to achieve new effects. 

Pudovkin’s first tone film will soor 

reveal how his theory stacks up in 


' 


Rus- 
American 
M. 
Russian idea | 


by 


the eyes—and ears—of an au- 
dience. 
Another of the most important 


Soviet directors, Leonid L. Obolen- 








the sound films as such in a recent 
article, he proceeded to take out a 
grouch on the opera stars who in- 
vade the screen, 

Burden of his complaint is that 
beautiful music is spoiled for him 
by having to look at realistic close- 
ups of the singers—“vulgar overfed 
faces of American opera stars,” as 
he delicately phrases the matter. 

At least three Russian é@ngineers 
and inventors are at work on sound 
film ideas, which in some of their 
details at least are original. Their 
work has been seriously hampered 
by lack of means, absence of various 
materials not easily procurable here 
and inadequate laboratory equip- 
ment. 

Only films as yet shown, base. 


on methods developed by Prof. 
Shorin of Leningrad, are, as al- 
ready indicated, quite inferior. 


Some Russians, who perhaps know 
what they are talking about, insist 
that the defects are due to factors 
which can end will be eliminated, 
and that Prof. Shorin’s principle 
(whatever that may be) is alto- 
gether practical. 
For and Against 

Indeed, one sector of official Soviet 
opinion argues against long term 
tie-ups with American wire com- 
panies. It is only a matter of time, 
it insists, when the Soviet Union will 
be independent of foreigners for its 
sound equipment. 

The film people themselves are 
for the most part not so optimistic. 
They are frankly anxious to obtain 
the best that America has to offer 
instead of experimenting at home. 
Actual policy of the government— 


| pensive to 


| to conform with his ideas of Ameri- 


| tors into those of the bankers. 





sky, is now in western Europe, 
where he went especially to listen 
to American: talkers in Paris and 
Berlin, 





COSTLY EXPERIMENT 


Kane’s 3 Mons. of Renovating—On 
Two-Reeler in Paris 





Paris, Jan. 12. 
Bob Kane expects to move out to 


the Joinville studios of Gaumont 
next month, when his Western 
Electric equipment is _ installed. 


Meantime, he is using the Gaumont 
studios here, RCA Photophone 
equipment, and has commenced 
shooting on a twin-reel comedy. 
Kane’s three months’ stay here 
been experimentally very ex- 
date through necessity | 
of completely renovating conditions | 


} . 
nas 


can standards. Kane is said to be 


FILM EXPORT 
INCREASE OF 
55,000,000 FT. 


Washington, Jan. 21. 
Increase of 55,000,000 feet is re- 
corded in exports of positive mo- 
tion picture film for the 11 months 
ending Nov. 30 over the correspond- 
ing period of 1928. 





drawing $80,000 annually against 
everything, not including the per- 
centage of the profits, ete. Para- 
mount is backing him in this ex- 
perimental idea to produce talkers 
(shorts at first and features after), 
In a desire on that company’s part 


iby Department 


Increase is considered remarkable 
of Commerce offi- 
cials under whose direction the sta- 
tistics were compiled. Particularly 
so in view of the numerous contin- 
gent plans, ete., put through abroad. 

Total footage for the 11 months 
of 1929 exceeded 250,000,000 lin. feet, 





to prove that Americans can make 
French talkers in France. 





PARIS BANKERS 


ARE EASING IN 


Paris, Jan. 12. 

is slipping from 
the hands of private French opera 
Signs 
for this were clear here directly 
the picture. people started issuing 
securities, and it was a sure bet 
the banks would not allow the local 


| picture magnates to play ball with 


their stocks without charging ad- 
mission to that green pasture known 
as the investing public. 

Recent purchase of Gaumont by 
Aubert Franco Film has been the 
work of bankers, such men as Albert 
Kohan, Languevillain and Grinieff 
being used to pick up the neces- 
sary controling stock on the mar- 
ket. Two big French banks have 
now got a finger in the picture pie, 
and more consolidations of interests 
are due. Control of Gaumont now 
entajls that of G. M. Films, and the 
Societe des Films Historiques will 
probably be included in the new 
group. 

Powerful Conti Gancel 
tive company) interests 
backing Natan are now interested 
in Gaumont, which makes it pos- 
sible that the Pathe-Natan firm 
will be included in the new group. 

Gaumont stock market valuation 
of a $400,000, nominal, capital is 
about $1,250,000 and Aubert-Franco 
Film stock, with a nominal capital 
of $2,400,000, is worth over $7,000,- 
000 on the market, quotations be- 


(automo- 
formerly 





a 
Spain 
By ARTURO G. CARDONA 


Madrid, Jan. 10. 

Last year a total of 460 pictures 
were exhibited in Spain of which 
only 14 were Spanish productions 
Native producing companies are 
composed rather of small groups 
of amateurs than expert technical 
men and do not have the category 
of large cinema producing enter- 
prises with adequate capitai and 1e- 
sources. As a consequence, Spanish 
productions are almost wholly lack- 
ing in technique. Some few have 
enjoyed passing success. 


Of the total number of films 
shown, 85% were American features. 
German pictures were second, but 
‘way behind, with French and Enz- 
lish films following in order. 

Producers in the latter countries 
were persistent in their efforts to 
place more of their pictures in 
Spanish theatres, but only in a few 
exceptional instances can it be said 
that these films had any success. 
Nearly all of the cinema programs 
in the theatres of Madrid and Bar- 
celona consist of American films 


Talkers have been very well re- 
ceived, especially at first. and in 
spite of handicaps. One objection- 
able censequence to the public of 
the introduction of sound films is 
the substitution of good orchestras 
by mechanical music. 


Lack of knowledge of the Eng- 





everything here is in the final anal 
ysis decided by the Soviet govern- 
ment—is likely to strike a balance 
between these conflicting view- 
points, 

A sound synchronization has been 
produced here for a popular silent 
film: “The Women of Rizzan,” 
shown in the States under the title 
of “The Village of Sin.” 

It does not attempt to give con- 
versation, merely providing syn- 
chronized sound effects and music 
—accordion playing at the wedding 


feast, shouts of crowds, tramping 
of horses, tears. and laughter, etc. 
Despite obvious imperfections the 


handi- 
been the 
protests 


lish language in Spain is a 
|cap, of course, and has 
|chief cause of a few 
/against their exhibition. However, 
|the Spaniards have not received 
| American sound films as an effort 
ito impose the English language on 


}them. Those few Spaniards who | 
jspeak English, und who have 
jlearned the language in Engiand, 
assert difficulty in understanding 


iU. S. slang. 
Tryout in Short 
Hollywood, Jan. 21 
Lotti Loder, brought here from 
Vienna under contract to Warners, 
will be first tried out in a _ short, 
“Lonely Gigalo,” by this company. 





ing respectively 320 and 300 frs 
| for shares 100 francs, nominal ($4). 


‘Director’s Trailer Sends 
“Ark” Over in Budapest 


Budapest, Jan. 7. 

Release of “Noah’s Ark” (WB) 
proved the local advantage for any 
film having anything to do with 
Hungary or Hungarians. 

“Ark” was not too well received 
and had moderate reviews, but it is 
preceded by a trailer of Michael 
Curtiz, of Budapest extraction, and 
who directed, speaking the native 
tongue. This was considered so 
striking that it decided the success 
of the film. 

“Ark” is practically the only 
really successful picture running 
just now. 








11928, 
| $4,798,000 


jas against 195,000,000 lin. feet for 
Latter had a declared value of 
against $5,939,000 for 


11929. To this is added negatives ex- 


|ported running to 7,885,000 feet for 


}11 months of 1929 as against 7,133,- 
000 feet in ’28. Raw film for 1929 
totaled another 66,000,000 feet. 

Officials state that no appreciable 
| change in the increase will be made 
| when the final figures for the com- 
iplete year are compiled. 


j 


| Following table discloses just 
jwhere the gains were made and 
|combined actuaJ footage on nega- 


|tives and positives sent to the vari- 
ous countries. Tremendous increase 
in both Great Britain and France, 
outstanding quota countries, will be 
noted: 

11 months ending Nov. 


1928 1929. 

(Lin. Ft.) (Lin, Ft.) 
BROUIOTEL Nc dn ebseee8- 3,415,036 69,105 
SR TANCe ci cccces esees 7,097,294 12,918,905 
*Germany ...ceseee++ 10,342,052 14,354,709 
PEE whix db e40 06408 « 1,405,647 7,734,125 
of ee Pe eee 2,642,975 3,451,527 
*United Kingdom.... 11,433,033 33,102,495 
*Other Europe........ 21,851,125 26,268,357 










TENN Sicvivsecvine 7,880,408 14,446,087 
*Central America.... 3,619,133 3,728,390 
VERON isan sen bacde 8,041,228 8,329,886 
*British West Indies 

and Bermuda ...... 5,591,691 
oo) a ee 5,374,763 
APECMIOE. 6. occ ccesae f 17,867,101 
a 15,278,998 17,017,576 
CREIO sci ediacccovtees 4,296,579 4,256, 798 
Other South America. 12,423,238 11,809,778 
*British India..... . 4,707,233 §, 834,783 
British Malaya....... 3,566,448 3,390,037 
*China, Hong Kong 

and Kwantung...... .471,142 3,346, 82 
*Netherland East In- 

Gee) «cased tnecdwece 3,343,73) 
Oe ee Oe 6,798,137 
*Philippine Islands., 891.969 


*Australia 4,946,778 
*New Zealand 3,148 4,985,918 
4,833,276 
7 


*Other countries...... ,451,598 


* Increase 


Many Shorts Among 60 
Ont. Rejected 1929 Films 


Toronto, Jan. 21. 

Annual report of the Ontario 
board of censors shows 60 films re- 
jected ontirely and 631 subject to 
minor costs in scene or dialog. 

Many of the 60 rejected films 
were shorts. Reasons were obscen- 
ity, slurs on the British flag, too 
much Americanism and lack of 
morality. 





DOUBT FED’L CENSORSHIP 


Washington, Jan. 21. 

Federal censorship of pictures in 
Canada is reported highly improb- 
able by Commercial Attache Lynn 
W. Meekins, Ottawa, to the Com- 
merce Department. 

Recent general conference of rep- 
resentatives of provincial boards of 
censors at Toronto had created im- 
pression a federal board was in 
the offing. Mr. Meekins queried of- 
ficials there and made the nega- 
| tive report to this government. 











London, Jan. 12. 
It’s dull. Nothing happening and 
/ plenty promised. Paramount had a 
convention. Finished with the Brit- 
\ish executives giving J. C. Graham 
a silver tea service. Mel Shauer 

was around, but not Sidney Kent. 
Latter coming here end of month. 


Personal and Otherwise 


Charlie Whittaker has sold his 


|Pola Negri picture to Warners for | 


|quota. Was to have gone through 
Paramount. Whittaker got $62,500 for 
,\this market. Now making one for 
Par called “Mystery of the Wagon 
Lit.” Nothing to do with a booze 
truck; it’s just French for sleeping- 
car. 

3ritish and Dominions 
;company) is laying off the produc- 
tion of “Beethoven,” for which Olga 
!Tsechova was brought over. Re- 


British Film Field 


By Frank Tilley 


(Wilcox | 


jorganizing the studio is the pub- 
| icity story. 
Dick Henderson goes into films 





with Gainsborough. Francis Man- 
|gan’s Tillerettes get a break, too, in 
| this, with Roy Royston, Rebla and 
|Syd Seymour’s Mad Hatters also 
{coming from vaude. Same concern 
| also remaking “Valley of Death,” 
|the Balaclava film Maurice Elvey 
| did for them over a year ago. Do- 
ing it talker and color with Vic 
| MacLaglen’s brother Cyril as lead. 

| Alhambra doing not so bad with 
|“Atlantic,” now in third week. Run- 
;}ning the German version Saturday 
mornings at 10:15 to catch the Ger- 
|}man students, who are plenty in 
| London again. 
“Splinters,” 

| gross $300,000 
;that figure now. 
' (Continued 


doped in Variety to 
here, is ’way over 
Herbert Wilcox 
on page 7) 


DELAY GERMAN “ANNA” 


M-G 





Immediately Doing Garbo's 
Second Talker 





Hollywood, Jan. 21. 
M-G has postponed its proposed 
German version of “Anna Christie.” 
Studio execs feel that Greta Garbo 
will be an ear-opener in her first 
talker in this country and want to 


follow quickly with her second, 
“Romance,” while the expected 
plaudits are still ringing, Clarence 
Brown, who directed “Anna,” will 
also do “Romance.” 

Studio is sending out a silent 


trailer on the first picture to keep 
Miss Garbo’s screen voice as a 
| prise. 


sur- 


German Talkers 
To Flood U. S. 
Within 30 Days 


be flooded 





| American market will 
| with German dialog pictures within 
| another month. Competition is far 
| keener than the trade surface re- 
| veals, 

There are at least four fairly big 
companies which are going after 
the German population throughout 
the country. Cities and towns 
where wieners are most popular are 
being thoroughly tabulated. The 
first -all-German talker feature on 
Broadway opens at the Mansfield 
this Friday night. It is “Because 
I Love You” (Afa) and the first of 
52 in Teutonic dialog which the 
Schlessingers, under their German 
talker tie-up, are attempting to 
market here. The Mansfield is now 
getting DeForest wiring. 

Warners is stepping on the re- 
lease of its “The Royal Box” as the 
result of United Artists’ plans to 
get “The Lummox’” to a quick get- 
away in Gérman draw houses. 

Hoboken, Newark, Germantown 
and parts of Cleveland and Mil- 
waukee are now shaping up as the 
best bets for German dialog as well 
as certain neighborhoods in the 
bigger key cities. 

Other language film possibilities, 
at least in the U. S., have faded 
to German for the present. 





England Expects New Drive 
On Film House Regulations 


Londen,-Jan, 12. 

As a result of the Paisley fife 
panic, in which 70 children were 
killed, town councils and watch 
committees ali over the country are 
complaining against the lax re- 
strictions on cinema regulations. 
Feeling in the trade is that Parlia- 
ment, on reassembling Jan. 21, will 
think about nation-wide legislation. 
Up to now cinemas are mainiy con- 
trolled by local regulations. 


There’s talk that the Government 
will strengthen the provisions of 
the Childrens Act of 1908, and 
authorities are said to be circular- 
izing local bedies with a view to 
stricter observance. At Durham, 
northern industrial centre, mage- 
istrates went into committe after 
police told them one of their cinemas 
was unsafe. 

Among new suggestions are the 
abolition of child queues, larger 
number of adults at all children’s 
shows, no child under seven to ‘be 
admitted except with an adult, and 
greater care in the choice of films 
shown, 

Trade in general, through its 
papers, is praying that the storm’ll 
| die a natural death before the 
|Government gets busy. The Home 
Office is meanwhile said to be ad- 





vising the Government on new 
| legislation. 


Home Secretary is expected to 
tell the House all about Paisley at 
the end of the month. 


NO U.A. BRITISH PRODUCING 


Although several propositions 
have been advanced, including one 
by Edwin Carewe with English 
backing, United Artists will not at- 
tempt to produce talkers in Great 
| Britain to fill quota requirements. 
i is according to reports fol- 
| lowing the return of Joseph M. 
| Schenck from Europe. 

In the future, UA will pick from 
the open English market to meet 
quota requirements, it is under- 
stood. 
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ALL-BERLIN STRIKE ON TAX 








French Bookers Watch Opening 
Crop of Native Talkers as Guide; 
‘La Route's $1 2,000 Wkly Amazes 





Marseilles, Jan. 21. 


First month’s gross of “La Route” 
at the Capitol in Marseilles 
paralyzed the local industry by 
clocking 1,200,000 francs which is 
@n average of $12,000 a week in a 
town of. 700,000 population. Figure 
fis considered phenomenal here con- 
gidering that American silent film’s 
previous yield averaged 1,000,000 
francs for the entire French terri- 
tory. However, Marseilles is an 
abnormally good show town, being 
a big seaport with many transients. 

Distributors here usually charge 
25% to 33% of the gross for first 
run products. Hence the Marseilles 
instance trebled the normal income 
@s previously a gross of $4,000 was 
eonsidered excellent. 

The business done by this native 
tongued talker indicates that dialog 
is widening the French film market 
tremendously. It also means that 
the Capitol is killing everything 
else in Marseilles which can be- 
eome France’s chief danger through 
enly one house gobbling all the 


(Continued on page 7) 


UA’s GERMAN ‘LUMMOX’ 
IS PRAGUE SENSATION 


Prague, Jan, 21. 

United Artists’ production of “The 
Lummox” created a sensation here, 
upon presentation with German dia- 
log, picture having been doubled in 
English and German. 

The Fanny Hurst story is titled 
*Der Tolpatch”’ for the Prague 
showing. 

Particular appeal of the picture 
hinges upon the peculiar political 
condition in Czechoslavakia, For 
instance no German street sirens 
are permitted in Prague, even if the 
war has been over 10 years and 
the country has a population of 
German origin of more than 3,000,- 
000. 

Dr. Baxa, the ultra-Nationalist 
Czech mayor of Prague, made a 
special concession for the first Ger- 
man talker to be released in this 
territory. 

United Artists is using “The 
Lummox” as a test of the foreign 
language market with a view to 
getting data to control its future 
policy and the release of the pic- 
ture in its German version comes 
before the English print has been 
generally viewed in the States. 


Connolly Sailing 


Paris, Jan, 21. 

Jack Connolly, European chief of 
Fox Movietone, sails on the Bremen 
Thursday. 

Called home for a conference, He 
is leaving William O’Brien in charge 
and taking with him Tom Chal- 
mers, who arrived recently to edit 
@ special French Newsreel edition 
to buck the Pathe-Natan local 
sound news service. 

On the same ship will sail Ba- 
vetta, Fox’s French executive; Ju- 
lius Aussenberg, German _ repre- 
sentative; Benito Fuchs, in charge 
in Italy, and E. E. Horan, Spanisa 
chief. Walter Hutchinson remains 
in England. ° 

















edie Chain for Sound 


London, Jan. 21. 


The Summers Brown circuit, com- 
prising seven theatres in London 
and the suburbs, which once were 
part of the Gulliver circuit and of 
which Gulliver & Abrahams sstill 
hold the freehold, have been leased. 

Control goes to Sam Berney, who 
is understood to be acting as an 
agent for Bundy. Report is the 
chain will go into a talker policy in 
March. 





SO. AFRICA DEFOREST - 
RIGHTS ARE IN DISPUTE 


Capetown, Jan, 21. 
Kinemas, Ltd., applied for a court 
order interdicting African Theatres 
and African Talking Pictures, Ltd., 
from using apparatus under the De 
Forest system (American) and ex- 
hibiting pictures made by that de- 





vice, which plaintiff alleges in- 
fringes its sole rights for South 
Africa, 

Both parties consented to the 


withdrawal of- the injunction pro- 


ceedings until the issue has been 
tested on trial. 
Camera crews operating for 


Kinemas, Ltd., and for African The- 
atres engaged in a verbal free-for- 
all at the Bloemfontein swimming 
baths when the British swimmer 
Norman Brooks gave an exhibition. 

African Theatres claimed ex- 
clusive picture rights to the event, 
and when the Kinemas camera crew 
appeared the African Theatres rep- 
resentative raised objections which 
were sustained by the bath officials. 
Now Kinemas, Ltd., is demanding a 
judicial ruling on its rights to show 
the pictures of the swimmer. 


METRO BUYING 
FRENCH TALENT 


Paris, Jan. 21, 

Metro is demonstrating it is seri- 
ous about signing French players 
to make French language taikers in 
Hollywood, by going in for a long 
list of such people. 

Idea has spread around that other 
American companies will do the 
same: thing, and shrewd freelance 
French agents are sewing up all the 
talent they can find with the idea 
of reselling the people for export. 

Andre Luguet, French matinee 
idol and comedian, sailed Saturday 
on the Empress of Scotland for 
Hollywood as the first performer 
under the scheme. He is to get 
$800 a week for a single picture 
designed as a test and in which he 
will play lead. Picture is Jacques 
Feyder’s M-G-M feature “Unholy 








‘Nights.” 


Feyder is the French director on 
Metro-Goldwyn’s Hollywood lot, 
while his wife is in Paris under 
Metro retainer, commissioned to 
scout for talent for export to Holly- 
wood, Feyder directed Greta 
Garbo’s production, “The Kiss.” His 
next after “Unholy Nights” is to be 
a French theme story and it is for 
this that other French players are 
sought. 

Idea of the money the producer 
is prepared to spend to get what 
it wants may be had from fact that 
Metro was ready to pay 50,000 
francs each to Rip and Roze for 
Luguet’s release from Rip’s revue 
at the Folies Wagram. This ar- 
rangement may be changed to one 
by which M-G-M will pay $4,000 to 
the Unione des Artistes instead of 
to Rip and Roze. 

Players with whom Mme. Feyder 
is carrying on negotiations are 
Claude Nohaine, Marcel Lievin, 
Serge Naduad, Gil Rolland, Robert 
Ancelin and Richard of the Odeon 
and Gara for Hollywood. 

Metro expects to lose money on 
the French dialog versions, but is 
willing to stand the outlay to hold 
the good will of the French market. 


Dutch Cool to “Shadows” 


Amsterdam, Jan. 21. 
“White Shadows in the South 
Seas” was revealed at the Tuschin- 
ski as a remarkably beautiful pic- 
ture, but both critical and public 
interest is below expectations. 
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CINEMA TRADE 
DROPS BY 504 


Exhibitors Declare They 
Cannot Live in Times of 
Depression and Meet 
Heavy Imposts— Dance 
Halls and Cabarets Join 
in Movement—Smaller 
Houses Hit by Big Talker 
Spots 


DEMAND LOWER RATES| 





Berlin, Jan. 21. 

Berlin Exhibitors, at a formal 
meeting called for the purpose, de- 
clared their intention of calling a 
Strike unless some measure of re- 
lief from heavy amusement taxes is 
granted them, following the ex- 
ample of the French amusement 
business toward the same end. 

During the meeting it was stated 
that business, particularly in the 
smaller picture establishments, is 
scarcely 50% of what it was at this 
time last year. Probably the sit- 
uation in these minor theatres is 
worse than in the larger establish- 
ments that feature important talk- 
ing pictures, but business is de- 
pressed generally. 

All branches of the amusement 
business is in much the same con- 
dition. The cabarets and the dance- 
halls complain of the same state of 
business and show every disposi- 
tion to make cause with the picture 
people in direct action to call the 
attention of the government to their 
difficulties, 

Taxes are abnormally high in all 
these places and the complaint has 
been heard before. Apparently the 
aggressive campaign of the French 
theatre business to force recogni- 
tion of their situation upon the 
authorities, and the early results 
of their action, have inspired the 
Berlin managers to a like course. 


ITALY MAKING 
OPERA TALKERS 


Rome, Jan. 21. 

The Pittaluga Company, powerful 
Italian theatre chain operator and 
film producer, has installed RCA 
Photophone recording apparatus in 
its studios here and is rushing 
talker production, especially singing 
pictures. 

The concern is banking on the 
fame of Italian opera voices and is 
going after world markets for this 
kind of product which is visualized 
as full of possibilities. 

Pittaluga Co. admits that the 
Americans are away ahead of the 
world in talker feature standards 
and it is handicapped by such com- 
petition. It is for this reason that 
the company is specializing in the 
singing picture style. 

Nevertheless it will not ignore the 
dialog picture entirely. Its first 
dialog production will go in work 








immediately, the first in the 
language. This enterprise will have 
the advantage of the Mussolini 


edict against alien languages film 
(outside of singing sequences). This 
eliminates the foreign—particularly 
American—dialog picture and gives 
the home market almost entirely to 
the native producer. 

The Pittaluga people paid a high 
compliment to Photophone, having 
selected it after tests of all the 
other systems on the market. 


Financing German Star 


London, Jan. 21. 
Dr. Galperson, German producer, 
is in London, seeking to raise capital 
with which to produce a picture in 
England starring Elizabeth Bergen, 
Germany's most prominent film 








GAINSBOROUGH STUDIO 





London, Jan. 21. 
The Gainsborough studio at Is- 
lington was burned out Saturday, 
causing delay in talker production 
by the Gaumont British Company. 
There were no casualties except 


fire started. 

Jacquelin Logan arrived here Fri- 
day and was about to begin work 
on “A Symphony in Two Flats” 
this week, with Ivor Novello, pro- 
duction being for Sono-Art and 
Gainsborough, being a co-operative 
undertaking. 

Gainsborough is the production 
end of British Gaumont Corpora- 
tion. 

William Shann, studio employee, 
who seemed only slightly hurt in 
the fire, died several days later as 
a result of shock. 


FOLLIES GIRL 
IN SOVIET FILM 


Moscow, Jan. 21, 

The Moscow Soviets take no 
chances on the morals of their kids. 
They won't let them look at capital- 
istic American pictures, such as 
Doug Fairbanks’ “Don Q.” On the 
other hand the Russians have just 
admitted the first American actress 
to their native picture casts. 

She is (Miss) Billy Lyons, other- 
wise the wife of Eugene Lyons, 
Moscow correspondent of the United 
Press, and she will play the lead in 
Sovkino’s newest production, to be 
directed by Ivan Vonogradoff, look- 
ed upon as one of the Sovkino’s 
most brilliant young directors. Miss 
Lyons is a graduate of Shubert 
musicals, Ziegfeld’s “Follies” and 
a post-graduate of the Hollywood 
studios. 

Objection to the attendance of 
children at American pictures is the 
fear that their young minds would 
be contaminated by capitalistic 
propaganda and other bourgeoise 
ideas and manners, like shaving, 
maybe. 4 

The Fairbanks picture “Don Q” 
had a long run in Moscow, but no 
children were .allowed to see it. 


RCA OVER EUROPE 


Station in Russia and One in Italy 
—Organizing Continent 

















Paris, Jan. 21. 

With important new arrange- 
ments for broadcasting, one in Italy 
and the other in Russia, it lobks as 
though RCA will ultimately organ- 
ize European radio, 

Maestro Pietro Mascagni spon- 
sored the debut of the Continent’s 
most powerful broadcasting station, 
Rome, owned jointly by RCA and 
the Italian Radio Corp., the latter 
a government subsidized concern. 

Radio Corp. of America also is 
planning a 500-kilowatt station un- 
der the Soviet regime, apparently 
coinciding with the Soviet’s con- 
tracting in a big way for RCA 
Photophone for picture recording. 
These operations are taken to fore- 
cast the organization of Europe’s 
commercial air communication by 
Radio. 





'_Maxwell On Film Board 


London, Jan. 21. 
John Maxwell, head of British In- 
ternational, has been made a mem- 
ber of the Board of Trade advisory 





actress. 


committee on films. 


BURNED- HAMPERS WORK | 





injury to George Gunn, studio man- 
ager, who was burned. 

Plant was built in 1919 by Para- 
mount and now contains two sound 
Stages recently wired with Western | 
Electric system. “The Valley of 
Death” was in production, with 
Milton Rosmer directing, when the 


Screen Propaganda Chills Europe 
As Soviet Agent Goes 


Lecturing 


The Hague, Jan. 21. 
Eisenstein, picture director under 
the Russian Soviet regime, is on a 
lecture of Europe. 

Addresses are on the subject of 
Soviet film kultur with large lots 
of Communist propaganda scattered 
through the remarks. Purpose is 
candid enough, but the odd thing is 


that Russian films are barred in 
most European countries on the 
ground of suspicion of communist 


propaganda, 


In spite of the ban a local arty 


| group, called the Film Riga, shows 
| them privately. One of the Hague’s 
leading dailies, “Nieuwe Rottem- 
dansche Courants,” devotes much 
space to highbrow pictures. The 


Liga, Rotterdam’s cinema, withdrew 
its advertising from the sheet for 
this reason, declaring a boycott 
against it and the deadlock is still 
on, 





Amsterdam, Jan. 21. 

Eisenstein, Soviet film director 
and agent of the Communist Gov- 
ernment, visited Amsterdam a few 
days ago and was interviewed on 
his mission. His remarks suggested 
that his object is to break open the 
way for Russian pictures in world 
markets. 

Briefly what he wants to get over 
is the idea that talking pictures 
won’t do, that the future of the 
screen is bound up in color pic- 
tures; that Russia hag a new color 
system that holds out great possi- 
bilities and that the French pic- 
ture technique, as disclosed in new 
product, is a flop, the pictures being 
sunk in “super-refinement and na- 
tional snobbery.” 





Cairo, Jan. 21. 

The Government of Egypt has 
delegated a special agent from the 
European Bureau of the Public Se- 
curity Department to devote his en- 
tire time to watching and censoring 
all films imported from Europe. 

Purpose frankly is to prevent the 
circulation of Soeviet propaganda 
pictures, 


TIFFANY’S DISTRIB IN 
FRANCE ASKS NEW DEAL 


Paris, Jan, 21. 

Johan Gerhardt Schuman, man- 
aging director of Wilton Brockliss- 
Tiffany, distributor of Tiffany pic- 
tures in this country, and owners 
of the Capucines Cinema, Paris, 
sailed for New York on the Paris 
to negotiate a new deal with Tif- 
fany. 

Concern wants Tiffany to finance 
the French distributor machine to 
the extent of 50%. 

Wilton Brockliss now works on a 
customer arrangement, purchasing 
Tiffany distribution rights instead 
of operating as a partner. With 
Frank Brockliss, who originally or- 
ganized the French Metro Service, 
is Wilton Brockliss, famous Am- 
sterdam ship owner whose shipping 
business was affected by the mar- 
ket crash. This has caused him to 
curtail his film financing, which was 
a sideline. 

Schuman has declared that if 
Tiffany does not care to go into 
the proposed financing partnership 
the Tiffany franchise, which has 
four years to go, may be offered for 
sale, 











Censor “Glorious Night” 


Sydney, Jan. 21, 
Censor here has refused to re- 
lease “His Glorious Night,” M-G-M 
picture starring John Gilbert. 
American distributor has filed an 
appeal 





WILL’S OPENING 

| London, Jan, 21 
Will Rogers Is here, which hap- 

pens to coincide with the general 

release of his picture, “They Had 

ito See Paris.” 

| Film is well liked, 
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PARIS’ BIG-TIME VAUDE: 
MAY HAVE 3 HOUSES 


Paris, Jan. 21. 

When the Plaza opens late this 
spring it will give Paris its second 
big time vaude house. Empire is 
the sole important music hall at 
present. 

The Alhambra, burned down some 
years ago, is fast nearing comple- 
tion after considerable hitch through 
legal complications. This music hall 
will make Paris’ third such, and 
possibly may become the premier 
variety house, according to unveri- 
fied rumors that either Jules Marx 
of the Scala, Berlin, or British 
vaudeville will take it 
over, 

Paul Franck, former manager of 
the Olympia music hall (now slow- 
ly being converted into a sound pic- 
ture house by Jacques Haik) will 
manage the Plaza. Rose Amy, va- 
riety star, will be associated with 
him in an executive capacity. 

Plaza was originally designed 
during its protracted construction 
periods over the past two years to 





interests 


open Christmas as a combination 
house with pictures. It will play 
straight vaudeville, copying the 


former Olympia policy as a top- 
notch variety house. 


Sax Dissenters Quit 


Paris, Jan. 21. 

A group of insurgents has quit 
the Carol M. Sax American players 
here and is sailing for New York 
tomorrow (Wed.) on the Olympic, 
having flown to England to catch 
the boat. ; 

They are McKay Morris, Walter 
Folmer and Catherine Swan. Mor- 
ris came here as the star of the 
- troupe and clashed with Sax on 
policies. Miss Swan was secretary 
to the impresario and Folmer was 
assistant director. 

The troupe is now getting full 
salaries after taking half pay dur- 
ing the fortnight when they were 
ousted from the Femina, due to be 
razed. Sax takes the position that 
no pay was required under Equity 
act of God rule, but he paid half 
salaries regardless until they ob- 
tained possession of the Caumartin 
to continue, 


Call New Berlin Play 
A Prospect for B’way 


Berlin, Jan. 21. 

At the Nollendorf theatre “People 
in the Hetel,” by Vicky X. Baum, is 
revealed as an entertaining but un- 
even dramatization of a current 
popular novel. 

Story has to do with a gentleman 
thief robbing a dancer and then fall- 
ing in love with her and she with 
him: Piece has distinct possibilities 

for Broadway, but it would have to 
undergo drastic changes in adapta- 
tion to the States. 

The production here 
Gruendgens is first rate. 


under 


“Silver Wings” Comes. In 


London, Jan. 21. 

“Follow Thru” ends at the Do- 
minion, Feb, 8, after a run of four 
months, and Clayton & Waller’s 
“Silver Wings” comes in from the 
provinces to take its place, 

This transaction was forecast in 
Variety recently, although at the 
time it met general denial in Lon- 
don. 





Muddled Berlin Farce 


. Berlin, Jan. 21. 
“Last Night’s Waltz,” at Kleine’s 
theatre, is a muddled farce by 
Iigenstein, made just palatable by 
the fine playing of Max Adalbert 
and Erika Glaessner. It has no 
chance outside of Berlin and not 
much here. 


‘ 


“ROSE-MARIE” REVIVAL 


Paris, Jan. 21. 

“Rose-Marie” was revived at the 
Mogador as a stopgap until the ad- 
vent of “The Desert Song” in Feb- 
ruary. 

The piece played 1,170 perform- 
ances at the house during its run of 
more than three seasons, when It 
gave way to “Hit the Deck,” called 
“Hallelujah” here, which hasn't 
fared so well 


Sybil Thorndyke Debut 
London, Jan, 21. 
Sybil Thorndyke makes her vaude- 
ville debut Feb. 17 in “Meet the 
King,” sketch by an unknown au- 
thor which is booked for the house 
for two weeks, 





BENNY ROSS 
Just wrote a song, with John Sor- 
rentino, calted “I’m Sorry I Dared to 
Care.” It looks good. Besides that, 
still mastering the ceremonies at 


Paris “Deck” Quits 


Paris, Jan. 21. 

As expected, Borrah Minevitch’s 
withdrawal with his Harmonica 
Vagabonds from ‘Hallelujah (“Hit 
the Deck”), at the Mogador Jan. 2, 
forced the closing of that musical 
Saturday. Isola Bros. took a chance 
and prolonged it another fortnight 
or so, counting on the momentunf 
to give them a break for another 
two weeks, with the elimination of 
the $2,000 to Minevitch. 

“Rose-Marie” follows in as a 
stop-gap revival, this operetta hav- 
ing run two and a half years at the 
Mogador. “Desert Song,” adapted 
by and with Saint Granier, is be- 
ing readied as the real attraction 
for the house, and will not go into 
the Theatre Sarah Bernhardt 
previously announced. 

“Desert Song” is due at the Mo- 
gador in April with Cousinou and 
Mme. Marcelle Denys, both from the 
Opera, slated for the singing leads. 
Saint-Granier will do an interpo- 
lated comedy role. 

Revival of “The Three Old Maids 





as 





Stanley Theatre, Jersey City. 





Lehar Hailed in Paris; 
His Opera Great Success 


Paris, Jan. 21. 
En route to the States where he 
will compose a score for Gloria 
Swanson’s new picture, “Queen 
Kelly,” Franz Lehar personally con- 
ducted at the premiere of his three- 
act operette, “Frederique,” present- 
ed Friday evening at the Gaite- 
Lyrique. 
The venerable Viennese composer 
was enthusiastically acclaimed. 
The score of the piece is tuneful 
and includes a cinch waltz hit. Book 
is based on a romantic episode in- 
volving Goethe, and the. operetta 
looks good for the States if it has 
not already been heard there. 
Piece is adapted by Andre Rivoire 
from Herzer and Lohner’s. original. 
Louise Dhamary plays the leading 
role with Rene Gerbert in the role 
of Goethe, both roles being ad- 
mirably played. The production is 
first rate and the romantic book 
and tuneful score both are assets. 
With the top set at $1.20 prospects 
are for a real hit. 
In support are Janie Marese, 
Robert Allard and Andre Noel. At 
the curtain the 70-year-old com- 
poser was called to the stage and 
made the hero of a tumultuous re- 
ception. 

Permission for an alien to con- 
duct a Paris performance is a 
highly unusual musicians’ courtesy. 
.Messager, composer and before his 
death head of the Opera Comique, 
was at one time denied permission 
to conduct his own work at the 
Marigny. 





Casino Pay Chopped 


Paris, Jan. 21. 

Salary cutting and general prun- 
ing of costs on in Mistinguette’s re- 
vue, “Paris Miss,” at the Casino de 
Paris, forcing out Charles Ahearn’s 
Millionaire Band. 

Ahearn and his crowd will sail 
Feb. 1 for South America, where a 
tour of 14 weeks has been laid out, 
starting in Buenos Aires, under 
William Morris’ booking: Other 
acts are expected to quit the Mis- 
tinguette show. 


WEATHER 


Paris, Jan. 21. 
Weather here is excepticnally 
mild, resembling that of the Riviera. 
Huge week-end crowds promenaded 
the boulevards, crowding the side- 
walk cafes and the cinemas, 


Washington, Jan, 21. 

Weather Bureau furnished Va- 
riety with the following outlook for 
the week beginning today (Wednes- 
day): 

Fair and very cold in the Chicago 
to Pittsburgh area, and snow fol- 
lowed by clear and considerably 
colder weather in Atlantic States 
Wednesday. Fair and cold weather 
Thursday and probably mostly fair 
until Saturday or Sunday. Rising 
temperature Friday and probably 
Saturday. 


Hungary’s 1930 Beaut 
Budapest, Jan. 21. 
“Miss Hungary” for 1930 is Maria 
Papsz, age 17. She is the orphan 
of a naval officer. 


Georgie Wood Home 
London, Jan. 21. 
Georgie “Wood arrives in London 
Jan. 28 from Canada, opening in 
Bristol Feb. 3 and then coming into 
the Palladium. 





Management HARRY W. CRULL | 


With Green Hats” occupies the 
Sarah Bernhardt. 


| 
‘Famine in Novelties 


Jams Palladium Bill 


London, Jan. 21. 
Palladium bill Monday night was 
way below house average. Scarcity 
of headliners rushed in Peggy 
O’Neill and cast of three in a sketch, 
“The Silver Slipper.” Under proper 
circumstances it would be doubtful. 
Without enough rehearsais and 
poorly cast it proved indigestible as 
entertainment. 
In the second half there were 
three American acts, Brown and 
Lavelle, just back from Australia 
and getting over nicely; Lloyd and 
Bryce, also doing nicely, and Han- 
ders and Millis, clicking despite 
Millis working against doctor’s or- 
ders. 
Of the shows’ 11 acts, eight were 
Americans. Lack of novelty and 
booking balance very noticeable. 


Success Kept Out 


London, Jgn. 21. 

Lillian Trimble Bradley’s play, 
“Virtue for Sale,” was produced by 
Laurillard at the Streatham, a su- 
burban house, last week, and made 
a strikingly good impression. 
However, the authoress insists 
upon the letter of the original book- 
ing which calls for playing of 15 
weeks in the provinces. Laurillard 
wants to bring the piece into the 
West End immediately, but the po- 
sition -of the authoress balks his 
plan, 





Cabaret Prodigy 


Paris, Jan. 21. 

Three-and-a-half-year-old Mag- 
da, Hungarian child prodigy, turned 
out to be a wow of a cabaret sen- 
sation a night of two ago. 

Youngster gave a piano recital at 
the Club “ysher during an after- 
noon tea, playing Beethoven and 
singing. She is not perritted to 
arpear at night owing to her ten- 
der age. She looks even younger 
than the age given. 


Fight Over Agents 


’ Paris, Jan. 21. 

Meurisse and Universum, agen- 
cies, are in litigation over Sashoff, 
Tchernoff and Ehrenthal,_ three 
agents formerly with Meurisse, but 
who moved over to Universum. 

Allegations are made that the trio 
withheld commissions; there are 
counter-charges of personal violence 
and generally there is a fine melee 
in the noisy but harmless French 
manner, 


MRS. WOODS’ TRIP 
Paris, Jan. 21. 

Mrs. A. H. Woods is sailing for 
New York Thursday on the Bremen, 
taking the same boat that brought 
her over. 

She came over to pay a visit to 
her cousin, Joseph Godsol, who is 
ill of tuberculosis in Lausanne, 
Switzerland. 


WM. HOULDING DIES 


London, Jan. 21. 
William Houlding, chairman of 
Moss Empires, died in Scotland yes- 
terday (Monday). He was 65. 


CARL. MAXSTADT DIES 


Zurich, Jan. 21. 
Carl Maxstadt, famous Swiss 
comedian, died here a few days ago 
; at the age of 65. 








Licensed Claque 





Buenos Aires, Jan. 21. 

This municipality is inviting 
tenders for a season of the 
opera company from Colon, 
bids being required by Feb. 20, 
accompanied by deposit of 
200,000 pesos ($80,000). Sea- 
son opens May 15. 

A contract oddity fis that a 
concessionaire has charge of 
the claque, whick is limited to 
50 persons. Theatre licenses 
claquers, concessionaire pays 
their salaries ané then gets his 
by shaking down the perform- 
ers, apparently. 

Company mnust be made 
of American and\ 
stars. 


up 
European 











London Chatter 


: London, Jan. 12, 
Priestley’s “Good Companions” 
seems to be voted the best novel of 
the year; “Atlantic,” the best Brit- 
ish film; “Rio Rita,” the best b. e. 


talker; “Journey’s End,” the best 
play; “Bitter Sweet,” _the best 
musical, and Shaw, the top space 
grabber. 

Dora Maughan has received an 


She is doubling here, playing four 
and five shows daily. 


Oxford street is now one way. 
Pola Negri’s off to St. Moritz. 
“Uncles” are in season. 

Leslie Henson’s got a Sunday 
opening complex. 

Emil Jannings on skiis. 

Of the 40 shows in town 37 are 
British. 

So far, Alfred Hitchcock only 
signed himself to play in his next 
picture, 

There’s a lad reciting Robert 
Burns into Elstree mikes. 

They smashed up AuguStus John’s 
Noah’s Ark at the Three Arts Ball. 

All they have to do to get pub- 
licity is to think of something to 
Say on the National theatre. 

Mona Grey in another car smash. 

Coliseum’s going in for sym- 
phonies with Sir Henry Wood con- 
ducting. 

Sharper pointed heels are making 
it tough on bridge husbands. 
After the critics have been 
screaming for one for years, Gau- 
mont has decided to make a foot- 
ball film, Engish code. 

Gareth Gundrey due to direct No- 
vello’s “Symphony in Two Flats,” 
Gainsborough talker. 

Adrian Brunel, directing “Elstree 
Calling,” talker revue for British 
International, is playing the film 
director in it himself. 

Paisley disaster has revived an 
interest in safety devices. Fire 
drills in most all of the cinemas. 

Such a jam to get into Italian 
Art Exhibition in Piccadilly visitors 
think it’s a theatre. 

All the nite clubs between them 
couldn’t think of a new idea for the 
holiday revels. 

Jimmy Bryson, of Universal, upon 
hearing of the Paisley disaster, 
wired Glasgow authorizing relief 
payment up to $5,000. 

Gary Schwartz, American cutter 
just out of British International, is 
rated the film colony’s most reck- 
less poker player. 

Basque dancing is another rage. 

Manning Haynes, director, has 
left British International. 

Alexander Esway, picture direct- 
or, is a football international. Play- 
ed halfback for Hungary. 

Pat Mannock, editor “Picture- 
goer,” into film box of new “Daily 
Herald.” 

Lily Elsie was the first actress 
to get space by preventing fire’ 
panic. 

Largely through the critics plug- 

(Continued on Page 46) 


Negro Ballrooms 


Paris, Jan. 12. 

Such is the success of the Negro 
Ball in Rue Blomet that opposition 
1is springing up, A new colored ball 
opened Jan. 6 in the Montmartre 
district. 

Not doing so well because the up- 
per gallery in Rue Blomet,. from 
which couples on the floor can be 
watched, is missing. This deprives 
that part of the tourist clientele 
which comes to watch more than to 
dance. 


Legit at Piccadilly 
' London, Jan. 21. 
The Piccadilly reverts to produc- 
tions Feb. 10, starting with Julian 





Wrylie’s “Here Comes the Bride.” 


offer to open for R-K-O in March. 
b 





London, Jan. 21. 


on the Globe and Queen’s theatres 
to Maurice Browne, former actor, 
who produced “Journey’s End” and 
has made a .uge fortune with it. 


This is another move looking to- 
ward the probable retirement of Sir 
Alfred,it is assumed in show circles 
here. 

At the annual meeting of stock- 


holders of the Victoria Palace, Butt 
referred to the falling off in profits, 
giving as the probable reason the 
lack of ncvelties availabie for that 
type theatre and the severe com- 


petition in theatre operation, adding 
that if anybody came forward with 
an offer for the old house :.e would 
have no hesitancy in considering 
it. 

Another item tending toward 
view of Sir Alfred’s retirement is 
the story that the control of the 
Drury Lane may change at any time 


the 


now. The only other theatrical 
property in which he is interested 
is the new Dominion theatre, of 
which he is chairman. 


Ben Franklin On Stage 
Polite French Gesture 


‘ Paris, Jan. 21. 

Reciprocating the American Play- 
ers production of the French play 
“Le Bourgeois Gentihomme,” the 
Odeon, subventioned staie theatre, 
produced in French Louis Evan 
Shipman’s play “Bonhomme Rich- 
ard” late last week. 

Feature of the gala performance 
was the official presence in the 
audience of Mrs. Walter Edge, wife 
of the United States Ambassador, 
and the diplomatic corps. 

The play serves to commemorate 
the 224th anniversary of Ben Frank- 
lin’s birth and also serves to remind 


that Ben Franklin was the first 
American diplomatic agent of the 
new Republic to France. 

Louis Bacques plays Franklin 


nicely and the production was fa- 
vorably received, but prospect as a 
commerciai theatre enterprise is 
doubtful. 


Hylton’s $6,000 
London, Jan. 21. 

Ernest Rolf, Swedish impresario, 
has booked Jack Hylton’s band for 
a series of concerts. Hylton opens 
at Oslo, Norway, April 11, then 
tours Sweden and Denmark. 
Tour is schecuded for ever a 
month, and Hylton is guaranteed a 
minimum of $6,000 weekly, ;ith ex- 
tra money for broadeasting. 





Almost a Gag Now 


Paris, Jan. 12. 

Getting to be a gag, but Jane Au- 

bert, femme lead of “Good News,” 
insists on the level and naively dis- 
parages any suspicion of publicity 
or space-grabbing. 
Col. Nelson Morris of Armour & 
Co., the Chi-meat packers, who is 
being divorced by Miss Aubert, has 
started one of those 1,000,000 franc 
suits against Dufrenne and Varna, 
the “Good News” impresarios, for 
damages as the result of letting his 
wife appear in the show. Morris’ 
marital differences date from his 
refusal to permit his wife to return 
to the stage. 

Miss Aubert states she will foot 
the bill of Morris should he recover 
any judgment against Dufrenne and 
Varna. 


Vienna’s Ballyhoo 
Vienna, Jan. 10. 

Bela von Strasser and Alexander 
Hess, directors of the Grand Hotel 
here, are engaging in a grand bally- 
hoo to exploit Vienna as a tourist 
city. 

Both Vienna and Budapest are 
now cognizant of the spending 
American tourists’ preference for 
the Teutonic metropolises, including 
Berlin, as against Paris. It is 
deemed that the Jatter city has be- 
come too Americanized, although 
Berlin and Vienna are notoriowsty 
expensive tourist stop-offs. 


SOREL IN SPLIT 


Belgrade, Jan. 10: 

In May Cecil Sorel comes to’the 
Yougoslavy Adriatic town Split 
(Spalatto) and will give several per- 
formances in the old palace of Deo 
cletian. - This will be the height of 
the season in Split. 

Company is now in Constantinople 





and later wil) visit Athens. 


‘JOURNEY’S END’ PROFIT . 
BUYS BUTT THEATRES 


Sir Alfred Butt has sold his leases 
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CAN CLOSE HOUSE AS 
NO PASS FOR CENSOR 


Paris, Jan. 21. 

Alleged misjudgment in carrying 
out M-G-M’s strict orders to cur- 
tail the free list at all premieres 
at the Madeleine, has caused Jean 
Mounier, house manager, to be com- 
plained against at the office of the 
Minister of Fine Arts. 

Among those refused free admis- 
sion to “The Pagan’s” opening at 
the Madeleine was Charles Gallo, 
member of the film censor board, 
film critic on “Comoedia,” trade 
paper, and partner in Star Films. 
As a censor Gallo is legally entitled 
to admission to any theatre. 

Following a lobby argument, 
Mounier charged Gallo with rude- 
ness. Mrs. Gallo, also a censor, 
filed the complaint against the man- 
ager. As a result the Madeleine 
can be fined or even closed for a 
week. Extreme penalty is unlikely, 
however. 


U. A. BUYS ELINOR GLYN 








ENGLISH FILM IN QUOTA| 


| light, artificial light being unneces- 


London, Jan. 21. 

United Artists has purchased the 
Elinor Glyn, native-made talker, 
“Knowing Men,” paying $175,000 for 
quota purposes. 

At the same time the picture pro- 
ducer has signed a contract calling 
for its production of “The Middle 
Watch,” stage play in London, in a 
talker version. 

This is the second American con- 
cern which is going in for its own 
production after two years of diffi- 
culty in getting an even break from 
the native film makers. 

Tendency in this direction looks 
set. Sidney Kent, arriving here Jan. 
24, will, it is believed, make a state- 
ment outlining the quota production 
program for Paramount. 


Former Film Sec’y Scores 
In Milan Opera Debut 


Ray Delightisch, formerly secre- 
tary to John W. Butler in Para- 
mount’s production department and 
who left about three years ago to 
study voice in Europe with funds 
partly contributed by fellow em- 
ployes of Paramount, made her 
operatic debut last week in Milan, 
Italy. 

Reported getting over strongly. 











Ufa’s Budapest House, 
_ Near Opening, Burned 


Budapest, Jan. 21. 

‘The entire interior of Ufa’s new 
picture house here was destroyed 
by fire, causing a loss estimated at 
$100,000. 

Probable cause was arson, fire 
being started by a gang of tramps 
who stole into the place while it 
was closed for remodelling. 

Place was to have opened Feb. 1. 





Talker Double Bills 


Sydney, Jan. 21. 

Union Theatres’ Capitol, Sydney, 
is switching out of long runs pic- 
tures into an experiment designed 
to stimulate lagging trade. 
* New idea is weekly change, play- 
ing double bills with all talkers 
where possible. 

At the same time the ballet goes 
out, cutting the presentation feature 
of the show to almost nothing. 





Rumania Bars Musicians 


Bucharest, Jan. 21. 

The Labor Ministry of Rumania 
has decreed a ban on foreign musi- 
cians due to the threat of unem- 
ployment of native bandsmen with 
the advent of talkers. 

Orchestral organizations on tour 
@re excepted. 





ENGLISH REVUE RECRUIT 


London, Jan. 21. 
Julian Sande sails on the Olym- 
Pic tomorrow (Wed.) headed for 
Hollywood to be in the cast of the 
all-English revue being made by 
Fox with Beatrice Lillie and Ger- 
trude Lawrence featured. 





Miss Lawrence is in rehearsal in 
New York for Leslie’s International 
revue and has not been mentioned 
here for the Fox film. She could, 
however, make a short in the east 
for inclusion in the picture. 


India 


Calcutta, Dec. 30. 

In this vast country it is strange 
that so little has been done in film 
production. It is only during the 
past few years that Indian film-pro- 
ducing concerns, with a smattering 
of technical knowledge, have sprung 
up and attempied anything. Im al- 
most every case they have, of ne- 
cessity, taken for their subjects the 
figures of old-time superstition and 
mythology, and built up a story of 
sorts. No story has yet been pro- 
duced concerning western figures 
in this eastern setting, as could well 
be done, 

In 1927 no fewer than 155 Indian 
films were produced by native con- 
cerns, 47 of these being in Burma. 
Despite their crudities, the majority 
of these found favor with 
exhibitors and audiences, the for- 
mer in many cases paying high 
rentals. Hindustan Film Co., Nasik, 
is one of the leading concerns. 

Roughly, there are 21 producing 
companies of any standing in India 
and 17 in Burma. Less than half 
the total number produce anything 
like a steady output, the rest pro- 
ducing spasmodically as working 
capital can be raised. The average 
“studio” is merely a two set vacant 
plot, with roughly painted scenery 
of the most tawdry description. 
Silver-papered boards reflect sun- 





sary. The natural beauties of the 
country are seldom utilized. 

Average cost of producing an In- 
dian film of from 8 to 10,000 feet 
varies from $1,500 to $5,000, seldom 
exceeding the latter figure. 

Bombay producers admit that, as 
these films are popular at Indian 
theatres, they make 10% profit, but 
those in the know compute it as 
much higher. Apart from the Bom- 
bay district, where are situated at 
least two-thirds of the producing 
concerns, the only other spot where 
regular production is carried on is 
in Calcutta, where of four concerns 
Madan Theatres, Ltd., is the chief. 

Several films were produced in 
Madras, but the concerns no longer 
exist, while in Delhi the well-known 
film, “The Light of Asia’ owes its 
success largely to its not being a 
purely Indian film. 





Most of the principal theatres in 
India are owned by Madan The- 
atres, Ltd., a Parsee concern of long 
standing who also do film pro- 
duction and exhibit. Globe The- 
atres, Ltd., partners, Messrs. Kooka 
and Sidhwa, own the Globe Opera 
House here, which has the largest 
stage but only occasionally uses it 
for stage productions, the Capitol 
and the Rialto theatres, Bombay, 
the Opera House, Bangalore and 
the Globe, Rangoon. This firm also 
does an extensive rental business, 
dealing largely with Metro films. 





The Empire theatre, Calcutta, for 
long the premier playhouse in In- 
dia and visited in its time by in- 
ternational artistes, has now be- 
come a back number and will prob- 
ably be devoted almost entirely to 
films in the future, having passed 
into Indian hands.’ Appropriately 
enough, the last show on its stage 
was “Journey’s End,” put on by 
R. B. Salisbury’s Co. from London 
in first class style. 





The New Empire theatre, Cal- 
cutta, under entirely European di- 
rectorship and with a smart London 
manager, opened last month with 
an excellent company playing cur- 
rent London revues. Theatre is 
spacious, has lifts, a handsome 
foyer, bar lounges and an air-con- 
ditioning plant which does away 
with creaking and draughty ceiling 
fans and renders life bearable for 
performers in the. hottest weather. 
Directors are Humayan Properties, 
Ltd., manager Albert E. Warren. 

Following films of note are cur- 
rent here: 

Calcutta—"Piccadilly,” ‘Diamond 
Handcuffs,” “Broadway,” “Silence,” 
“The Iron Mask,” “Rose Marie.” 

Bombay—"“The Toilers,” “Vamp- 
ing Venus,” “The Barker,” “12 Miles 
Out.” 

“Rangoon (Burma)—‘Mysterious 
Lady,” “Circus Rookies.” 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer and Uni- 
versal Pictures each have well ap- 
pointed offices in Calcutta, also a 
branch of Pathe, the main office 
being in Bombay. 





Del Rio Voice Training 


Belgrad2, Jan. 21. 

Delores Del Rio is here incognito 
en route to Constantinople, using 
the name of Marcelle Racier. 

She said in an interview that she 
is taking lessons in English and 
hopes soon to be sufficiently profi- 
cient to do English talking pic- 
tures next season. 


W. E.’s French 50 


Paris, Jan. 21. 
France now has 40 Western Elec- 
tric wired hcuses, 21 of them in 
Paris and 19 in the provinces. 
New equipment contracts number 
10 and these are expected for com- 





pletion by mid-February. 


Indian | 


AUSTRALIAN MERGER TO 
PUSH BRITISH PRODUCT 


Sydney, Jan. 21. 
Greater Australian Films and 
British Dominion Films, Ltd., major 
distributors in this territory, have 
amalgamated. 


Idea is to concentrate regources 
on the development of trade in Eng- 
lish made pictures and eliminate 
duplication of exchange overhead. 


To this end the British Dominion 
chain of exchanges will be closed 
with the parallel system of Greater 
Australian branches handling the 
business. 








French Talker Big 


(Continued from page 5) 


business 
others. 


at the expense of the 


Paris, Jan. 21. 

Eyes of both the picture industry 
and, more vitally, the bankers are 
focused on the first French crop of 
100% talkers and Pierre Braunber- 
ger’s “La Route Est La Belle.” Lat- 
ter, due at the Moulin Rouge this 
Thursday (23) was directed by Rob- 
ert Florey, formerly with Para- 
mount in America, and cost $104,000. 
This Braunberger production is 
deemed geared too high but is do- 
ing sensational business in south- 
ern France, topping Jolson. 


In Paris “La Nuit Est a Nous” 
(“The Night is Ours”) opened at 
the Marivaux and Jacques Haik’s 
“Le Mystere De La Villa Rose” at 
Cinema Max Linder. 


Success or otherwise of this trio 
and Pathe-Natan’s forthcoming 
Adolph Menjou feature will deter- 
mine the banks’ further interest in 
pictures financially. Attitude is 
that French could not produce good 
silents, and with talkers more ex- 
pensive to produce, can they turn 
the trick and, combined with the- 
atre operating similar to the Gau- 
mont-Aubert-Franco merger, show 
substantial profits? 


Delay in amalgamating Pathe- 
Natan into a triumvirate was 
caused by this test of pictures. 
Bankers are also patriotically mind- 
ed, seeing beneficial propaganda 
possible ‘for French goods via 
French talkers. 


$125,000 for Two 

“Mystere Villa Rose,” produced in 
9ngland on Photophone equipment 
at Twickenham studios, has both 
French and English versions, latter 
standing a moderate chance in 
America if equal in quality to the 
French print. Film is a surprising- 
ly good mystery detective melo- 
drama, plus effective comedy re- 
lief. Directed by Louis Mercanton 
and Renee Hervil. Mercanton did 
Constance Talmadge’s “Venus” and 
has the American slant. Features 
Simone Vaudry, Baron Junior and 
Leon Mathot. Cost $125,000, both 
versions, and should make money. 

“La Nuit East A Nous” is in 
three versions, French, German and 
sound, latter being aimed at an in- 
ternational market. Carl Froelich 
and Henry Roussell directed. South 
American countries are counted on 
to turn a profit for the French and 
German versions. Picture was ex- 
pensively produced in Berlin, cost- 
ing 800,000 marks ($200,000). Fea- 
tures Marie Bell of the Comedie 
Francais, whose histrionics pre- 
sent a likelihood of French talker 
fame. Roussell is also in the cast 
with Jean Murat a satisfactory 
hero. May Costes, wife of the avia- 
ator; Jim Gerald, May Vincent and 
Kitty Kelly support. P. J. De Ven- 
loo paid $40,000 to the French and 
Belgian rights to the picture. 

English version of “Villa Rose” 
was directed by Leslie Hiscott with 
a different (British) cast. Said here 
to be inferior to the French version. 

“Night Is Ours,” on strength of 
pioneering novelty and title, with its 
heavy romantic theme, may do mod- 
erate business. Other will click 
stronger. Both combined and pro- 
viding “Rout Est Belle” proves 
okay, auger trouble for American 
films over here as it is quite natural 
that natives will patronize their own 
tongue, obviating such anti-Amer- 
ican demonstrations. “Route” is be- 
ing ballyhooed in 100% French good 
will advertising. 

As vital to the French industry is 
the effect of these native talkers on 
America’s foreign market, which 
threatened disintegration by these 
talkers, where dialog and novelty 
alone, plus rich native histrionic re- 
sources and ancient French theatre 
training, gives them an added ad- 





vantage over the silent pictures of 


| other days. 


Sweden 


Stockholm, Jan. 2. 

Western Electric’s local branch 
is visited by Messrs. Koenig and 
Kent, who will help the distribu- 
tors to convey the meaning of sound 
to the Swedes. 
This organization is now wiring 
some of the small theatres. W. E. 
already dominates locally with 
seven installations. : 





Manufacturer of Nordisk Tone- 
film equipment is now producing 
the first inter-Scandinavian talker, 
being made in three versions, Dan- 
ish, Norwegian and Swedish. Pic- 
ture will be a comedy two-reeler. 








tadio’s first release in SWeden 
was “Rio Rita,” presented at the 
China theatre Dec. 26 with the dia- 
log retained except some 2,000 feet 
and straight talk which had been 
cut out. Instead of superimposing 
titles the distributor had cut parts 
of the print and inserted subtitles 
in Swedish, these being of a de- 
scriptive kind and not a transla- 
tion of the dialog. Film held a 
brief address in Swedish at the be- 
ginning of each reel, made by a 


Swede in New York, telling what 
was going to happen in the forth- | 
coming reel, but the distributor felt | 
ithat this would not appeal to the |‘ 
public and therefore cut it out. 

Problem of presenting Americ re 


dialog and synchronized pictures is | 
approaching its solution. Amer? , 
can dialog on the stage, such as 
in comedy acts, is acceptable. 
Other 100% straight dialog is ob- 
jectionable at present, principally 
on account of the stand taken by 
the newspapers which seem to be 
afraid of too much American in- 
fluence. Part dialog pictures, 15 to 
35%, are geirg over well. Public 
likes to hear a little of the voice 
of their favorite actors in addition 
to songs and sound effects. When 
the dialog covers more than one- 
third of the picture it seems to tire 
local audiences. 





First Swedish synchronized pic- 
ture, “Say It In Tunes,” opened 
here Dec. 26. With the exception 
of a few songs, the picture contains 
music and effects only. 

Synchronized in Berlin and a 
good box office picture for here, 
but not much chance to draw out- 
side of Scandinavia. 


Britain’s 28 1929 Films, 
As Against 70 in 1928 





London, Jan, 21. 

An angle on the smack British 
producers received when American 
sound drifted over, is indicated by 
the fact that of the subjects sched- 
uled in 1928 for ’29 production, only 
12 were actually made. 

Altogether, Britain turned out 28 
features last year, as against nearly 
70. the year before... Most of ’em 
were put on in the wake of the 
talkers, and looked it. 

More than half were either silent, 
synchronized or duped part dia- 
logers. 





Austria’s Protection 


Washington, Jan. 21. 

Austrian Justice Commission has 
decided to prolong until Dec. 31, 
1931, all copyright protection which 
was to lapse at present, according 
to a report to the commerce de- 
partment. 

Austrian body issued the follow- 
ing statement: “The Federal gov- 
ernment, in virtue of the decisions 
taken in Rome at the Copyright 
Conference of 1928, and according to 
an understanding with the govern- 
ment of the German Reich, in view 
of the necessity of amending Au- 
strian copyright legislation, has de- 
cided to effect the necessary changes 
so as to make Austrian legislation 
correspond with that of the Ger- 
man Reich.” 


U’S FOREIGN N NOVELTIES 


Hollywood, Jan. 21. 

U's foreign department is lining 
up a dozen novelty shorts in dif- 
ferent languages. 

First is in Spanish, then Rene 
DeLiouro will be featured in an 
Italian reel. Others are to be in 
German, French, Czechoslovakian, 
Hungarian, 

Agfa Men on Coast 
Hollywood, Jan. 21. 

Phil Lenger and Ernest Fried- 
lander, vice-presidents of Agfa 
Film, are here to establish execu- 
tive and sales offices. 

Also will erect a storage building 
for raw stock. 





Cairo Sees Fox “Follies” 
Cairo, Jan, 21. 
Fox “Follies of 1929” is the new 
attraction at the Metropole, cinema, 
here. 





British Film Field 


(Continued from page 4) 





figures to make a follow-up to be 
called “Splinters Encore.” 


Donald Calthrop, star of “Black- 


mail,” was to have played for 

Gainsborough in “The Message,” 

but is replaced by Don McNally 

through Clathrop being under con- 

tract to British International. 
What’'ll W.E. Do? 

This isn’t kidding. Over here 
right now is a piece of equipment 
which projects sound track of varia- 
ble density or width without wiring 
| theatres. Invention of Denes von 
Mihaly, television ace, and ac- 
quired by Charles Stafford, city 
financier, who is trying to keep it 
idark till ready with equipment in 
bulk. 

In the projection booth goes a 


small lens and a 
ment. Screen is 
shaped backing, 
ner of which 


piece of equip- 
set“in a saucer- 
in the top left cor- 
is a light sensitive 


plate taking infra-red rays only, 
from which a couple of yards of 
flex connect to an amplifier. Screen 
and its saucer-shape backing serve 
as sound cone, 

Film in projection booth passes 
| Sound track behind the small extra 
lens and equipment throws an 
infra-red light through the track 
‘onto the plate beside the screen. 
The sound comes through without 
ground noise and infra-red ray is 
practically invisible and does not 


interfere with picture projection. 

Whole apparatus can be marketed 
for $1,250, and sound amplification 
seems greater than with any wired 
equipment now in use. Volume con- 
trol comes by pulling up or dim- 
ming infra-red ‘light ray. Von 
Mihaly figures with two rays he can 
use the apparatus for disk without 
needles. 


More Film Act Fines 


British Exhibitors Company was 
fined $375 and Tiffany Productions, 
Ltd., $25 this week for failing to 
distribute their legal quota under 
the films act during 1928-29. Max- 
imum fine is $500. 

Tiffany Productions, Ltd., came 
Into existence at the end of 1928, 
and previously British Exhibjtors 
Company (headed, like Tiffany Pro- 
ductions, by Charles F. Bernhard) 
had been distributing Tiffany films 
in this market. During the first 
quota year, April 1, 1928, to March 
31, 1929, British Exhibitors company 
distributed 12 “foreign” features of 
67,510 feet length, and handled no 
British product. Over its four 
months in the first quota year, Tif- 
fany Productions had one “foreign” 
feature and no British. 

Difficulty was, while for some 
purposes the two concerns were 
merged, both had applied for 
licenses to distribute. Tiffany Pro- 
ductions hoped to have “To What 
Red Hell,” which it produced, for 
its quota, but British Exhibitors 
Company made no defense. ‘Red 
Hell” was held up owing to the ill- 
ness of John Hamilton, actor, but 
H. D. Roome, K.C., prosecuting for 
the Board of Trade, showed this ill- 
ness lasted one week. Executive 
supposed “Red Hell,” which cost 
$70,000 to produce and does not 
seem to be grossing anything, would 
cover both concerns for quota, 

Magistrate Dummett said there 
Was no excuse for British Exhib- 
itors Company, but Tiffany Produc- 
tions had some, and imposed fines 


as above. 
2 


Folks and Things 


Late T. P. O'Connor, M.P., presi- 
dent of the Board of Film Censors, 
left only $1,500, which has been 
given to his secretary and servant. 
T. P., who must have been making 
close to $15,000 a year at least, was 
always a generous giver and seldom 
had any money of his own. 

Alfred Lever, well-known exhib- 
itor and formerly with the late Stoll 
Film Cempany, goes to Pro Patria 
Company (A. E. Bundy’s distribut- 
ing end) as general manager in 
place of Steve Slinger. 

Sidney Bernstein opened his Gra- 
nada theatre at Dover Jan. 8, taking 
@ press party down by special train. 
Fine house and a new feature for 
the south coast, where modern at- 
mospheric theatres were formerly 
unknown. 

Lord Churchill's son, Hon. Victor 
Spencer, has turned up as a film 
actor. Played in “Blue Peter” un- 
der the name of Peter Spencer and 
has now been recognized? Has a 
contract with Paramount and is 
now on your side working it out. 
This explodes his alibi. Educated 
at Eton and speaks French, German 
and Arabic. 





PAR SNUBS DUBBING 


Believing the superimposing of 
titles more desirable than the s0o- 
called “dubbing,” Par is releasing 
some of its features in foreiga 
countries under this plan. 

One of the first to go out is a 
superimposed title version of “In- 
nocents of Paris” for the Spanish 








speaking countries. 











8 VARIETY 


PICTURES 





Radio Claims Matter of 5 mm., 


Alone Holding Back Wide Film 
Status—Fox’s 40 Big Projectors 


Five millometers of blank nega- | 
tive is the only barrier to the im- | 
mediate standardization of wide | 
film. In frame of picture and di- ! 
mension of sound track, all the} 


three known giant film methods are | 
identical, i 

Until Fox agrees to dispense with | 
the margin between the picture and | 
the sound track, and that between | 
the sound track and the sprocket 
holes, there will be no standard 
width. It is these margins which 
make Grandeur 70 millometers. In 
all other respects the film dimen- 
sions gibe with those of the 65mm. 
agreed upon by Radio and Para- 
mount, 

Physical differences were indi- 
cated by Radio men. They illus- 
trated their claims of the necessary 
retarding of the wide film era by 
three systems. 

That Radio bowed its Spoor proc- 
ess to that of Paramount in effect- 
ing the first step toward film in- 
terchangability, is also revealed, 
necessity for emphasis being laid 
on width rather than height be- 
cause of prosecenium facilities in 
the average theatre. 

Radio’s Reasons 

This subject of margin is the only 
change which Fox would have to 
make to establish a unanimous 
width, according to Radio disciples. 
Need for space between the sound 





and picture parts of the negative, 
to facilitate better development 
during the lab stage, is met by an 
argument the Radio lads consider 
stronger, i.e., that the wider the 
film the easier it will be subject to 
buckling and the greater the sacri- 
fice economically. Every millo- 
meter, they point out, means in- 
creased amperage. 

It is practically certain that wide 
film will be preceded by the wide 
screen, The movement is already 
underfoot for the installation of big 
screens to accommodate wide angle 
projection lenses of ordinary se- 
quences on the present 35mm. 
(standard) releases. 

Partly substantiating propaganda 
from the Hays office that exhibitors 
need have no fear of the immediate 
entrance of wide negative, and that 
that shown for some time to come 
will be merely for purposes of 
demonstration, it is learned that the 
Fox Grandeur picture, “Happy 
Days,” has not yet been assigned 
general release except in its normal 
width print. Also it is definitely 
gathered that Radio’s first with the 
Spoor process, “Dixiana,” will not 
be fully marketed until 1931. 

Fox is putting three Grandeur 
projectors in the Roxy for the pre- 
miere of “Happy Days.” Two is all 
that is considered necessary by en- 
gineers, but the third, like in the 
Gaiety during the first public show- 
ing months back, is as a precaution. 
Immediately after the end of the 
Roxy run this Grandeur equipment 
will be moved to the Fox, Brook- 
lyn. Fox is reported now having 
20 pairs of Grandeur projectors 
ready for installation where desired. 
One set is sure to go into the 
Chinese, Los Angeles. 





Sues on Quickie Job 


Suit to collect salary past due and 
for the future under a contract which 
she alleges has 29% more weeks to 
run was filed by Jackie Dola, ac- 
tress, in the New York Supreme 
Court alleging two causes of action 
against J. Frank Norfleet. She asks 
$4,000 damages also. 

Miss Dola alleges she was hired 
by Norfleet as feminine lead in pic- 
tures which he was to produce, Nor- 
fleet, she claims, was to pay her 
$125 a week from Aug. 3, 1928, to 
March 15, 1929. The actress worked 
two and a half weeks, according to 
her complaint, when Norfleet gave 
her her notice and no salary. 





NO DATE 
Washington, Jan. 21. 

Non -theatrical film gathering, 
scheduled to be held here under 
the auspices of the motion picture 
division of the Commerce Depart- 
ment, has not yet had a definite 
date set. 

Representatives of some 375 pro- 
ducing and distributing firms are 
scheduled to be on hand, It’s the 
size of the gathering that is hold- 








Rates Kids High 


Hollywood, Jan, 21. 
Child film actors are from | 
10% to 20% above the average 
school child in muscular and } 
mental development. 
This is, according to Dr. } 
Charles K. Taylor, New York 
psychologist, who made tests 
here, 


TELEVISION ATTRACTS 
ATTENTION OF AUTHORS 


With television steadily looming 
up as a not so futuristic household 
amusement, authors are beginning 
to study the clauses regarding tele- 
vision when selling a play or musi- 
cal to a film company. 

This week, as an instance, Tiffany 
came forward with the announce- 
ment that in all contracts it is re- 
taining the rights of television and 
also that the organization has plans 
under way regarding this factor. One 
part of the announcement reads: 
‘In fact, if- the truth could be told 
at this time as to what will be de- 
veloped in television within the next 
year it would astound the world.” 
It appears as though authors have 
reached the same conclusion. 
Majority of writers now realize 
that huge profits may derive from 
that source in the future. Many are 
now retaining the rights to tele- 
vision, both for living actors and 
the screen, for themselves, and will 
not sell unless the film company 
pays an additional amount of 
money, and the authors are de- 
manding plenty. 


Chaney Agrees On Dialog, 
But Snubbing New Terms 


Hollywood, Jan. 21. 

Lon Chaney may be off the Metro 
lot when his contract expires next 
year. Agreement has 14 more 
months to go and calls for him to 
remain silent on the screen. 

A new contract is understood to 
have been offered, but this sup- 
posedly stipulates that he must talk. 
Chaney has agreed to that, but can- 
not get together with the studio on 
money, 

Metro is reported to have made 
an offer of a $75,000 bonus against 
his salary for the next two years, 
with the contract increasing the 
working guarantee from 32 to 40 
weeks a year, However, Chaney 
hasn’t yet accepted because of the 
difference in dough. 


Official Glossary 


Hollywood, Jan. 21. 

Film business is writing its own 
dictionary. An official glossary of 
technical terms used in every 
branch of picture work will be 
published by the Academy of Mo- 
tion Picture Arts and Sciences. 

A preliminary list of 1,200 words 
has been compiled under the di- 
rection of Don Ledhill and goes to 
committees in the various academy 
groups for corrections and addi- 
tions. Before the glossary is is- 
sued in more permanent form, con- 
flicting terms will be standardized 
and definitions will be checked and 
perfected by experts in that branch 
of the industry in which they are 
in use. 

For the preliminary checking 
the words now compiled are being 
divided into the following groups: 
Sound, electrical, cinematographic, 
make-up, art direction, exploitation 
and exhibition, projection, acting, 
direction, writing, acoustics, 


URSON ESTATE SUIT 


Hollywood, Jan. 21. 

Neil S. McCarthy, theatrical at- 
torney, has started suit against the 
estate of Frank Urson, former pic- 
ture director who was drowned 
near Chicago about a year and a 
half ago. 

McCarthy is asking $25,000 for 
services to Urson prior to his death. 
Mrs. Peggy Urson, wife of the de- 
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PATIO LAMAZE | 


‘Dalm Beach FIiaoida 











BREATH OF SPAIN 


The lure of Andalusia is so clev? 
erly intertwined with the architec- 
ture and decoration of the famous 
PATIO LAMAZE that its popularity 
has become world wide. 

The cuisine; the entertainment by 
a noted MEYER DAVIS ORCHES- 
TRA have become bywords of ex- 
cellence among those who appre- 
ciate the best things. 


120,000,000 PAID TO 
SEE FILMS LAST YEAR 


Washington, Jan. 21. 

Jump in receipts and general in- 
terest, due to the talkers and color, 
has caused the government, through 
N. D. Golden of the motion picture 
division of the Commerce Depart- 
ment, to issue a lengthy statement 
on the returns for 1929 and pros- 
pects for 1930. 

Golden predicts theatre construc- 
tion and general improvements to 
increase 200% during the current 
year. 

Further, the government official 
points out that more than 120,000,- 
000 people passed the picture ticket 
takers in 1929, which number actu- 
ally exceeds the entire population of 
the U. S. which, on July 1, was esti- 
mated at 119,206,000. 

On theatre construction Golden 
states that “During 1928 approxi- 
mately $90,000,000 was spent in the- 
atre building and reconstruction. In 
1929 this fell to $40,000,000 and, 
based upon advance indications, ap- 
proximately $120,000,000 will be 
spent during 1930.” Uncertainty 
of the industry and the coming of 
sound is charged with the drop in 
building in 1929. 

On the _ overseating situation, 
olden says this will be more or less 
corrected this year, partially due to 
the scrapping of many houses, con- 
versions to commercial purposes of 
others, and- the assured increased 
business due to the talkers. 














Raising $25,000 for Fox 
Air Crash Victims’ Families 
Hollywood, Jan. 21. 
Fox studio employees are raising 
$25,000 as a fund for the families 
of the victims of the Fox air dis- 
aster. 
This is in addition to the $5,000 


each family gets from liability in- 
gurance, 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Herman Mankiewicz. 
Mrs. B. A. Glazer. 
Charles Althoff. 

Pat Casey. 

Walter Myers. 

Fred Kerr. 





HOLMES SUES DICK TALMADGE 
Los Angeles, Jan, 21. 


perior Court against Richard Tal- 
madge for $1,400 alleged due him 
on a contract made in 1928. 

Holmes claims he made an agree- 
ment with Talmadge to play in a 
picture for which he was to receive 
$706 a week for three weeks. Holmes 
says he has $1,400 coming as he 
maintains he was only paid for one 
week, 





Roxy’s Vacation 
S. L. Rothafel will take his golf 
tools to Miami for a week, leaving 
Wednesday (today). 
Roxy has “Sunny Side Up” in for 
at least two weeks, making the get- 








ing up the definite setting of a date. 


} ceased, is fighting the claim. 








away possible. 


Wednesday, January 22, 1930 








Ist Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of January 24 
Capitol—‘Their Own Desire” 
(Metro). 
Colony— “Murder on the 
Roof” (Col). 
Paramount—“Seven Days’ 
Leave” (Par). 
Rivoli—“Condemned” (UA). 
Roxy—“Sunnyside Up” (Fox). 
Week of January 31 


Capitol— “Bishop Murder 
Case” (Metro). 
Colony — “Grand Parade” 
(Pathe). 
Roxy — “Men Without 
Women” (Fox). 
$2 Runs 


Jan. 28—“Rogue’s Song” (As- 
tor). 

Feb. 3—“Mamba” (Gaiety). 

Feb. 19—“Vagabond King” 
(Criterion). 











Stuart Holmes filed suit in Su-’ 








MARQUEE GLOW DRAWS 
CHAIN STORE SITE MEN 


Chain stores which in previous 
years were not prone to consider 
theatre centres as good sites are 
now reported to be giving such lo- 
cations preference. 

Loew is building a new theatre at 
175th street and Broadway, New 
York, and its real estate department 
is practically in the midst of a chain 
store scramble for locations, with 
nearly every type of chain group 
identified in the rush to get within 
the glow of the new marquee. 








Syracuse Critics’ Club 
Holds 3d Annual Banquet 


Syracuse, Jan. 21. 

With a special show, through the 
co-operation of local theatrical, ra- 
dio and other interests, and a dinner 
and ball at the Onondaga hotel, the 
Syracuse Herald Cinema Critics’ 
Club, unique fan organization better 
known as the Tri-C, celebrated its 
third anniversary last week. Affair 
had an attendance of over 300 people, 
a record since the fan club’s incep- 
tion and fathership by the Syracuse 
“Herald” and its dramatic critic, 
Chester B. Bahn. 

The Tri-C enjoyed the co-opera- 
tion of all local theatre managers 
and exhibitors, who threw away op- 
position for the evening. There 
were five shows in one. The first 





was provided by R-K-O; the sec-- 


ond by SWYR artists; the fourth by 
Loew’s State, and fifth by profes- 
sionals from the Empire and the 
Eckel, in additional to various local 
entertainers. 

During the coming year the Tri-C 
is planning to enlarge the scope of 
its activities to cover the legit and 
radio fields, 





Tiff’s High Scale 


Tiffany and Al Selig are already 
laying the fuses for the opening of 
“Journey’s End” at the Gaiety in 
April. Tickets will be scaled for the 
premiere at $12.50 each, or $25 per 
pair. 

Thereafter house will be scaled 
$2.50 week nights and $3.50 Satur- 
day and Sunday nights. 





SIGN LANGUAGE TALKER 


Washington, Jan. 21. 

House has been asked to appro- 
priate $5,000 for the making of a 
talker of the sign language of the 
American Indian. Bill has been fa- 
vorably reported by the committee 
on Indian affairs. 

Maj. Gen. Hugh L., Scott, retired, 
will be in charge of the picture if 
the bill becomes law. Purpose is 
to preserve the language of the first 
Americans, 





Goldwyn Stops Off 


Chicago, Jan. 21. 

Samuel Goldwyn stopped off here 
Monday to confer with Eddie Can- 
tor on the forthcoming screen ver- 
sion of “Whoopee,” which Cantor 
is now appearing in locally at the 
Illinois. 

Goldwyn, accompanied by his 
wife, continued the journey to the 
coast Tuesday morning. 





Lyon Opposite Bebe 
Hollywood, Jan, 21. 
Ben Lyon will play opposite Bebe 
Daniels, his fiancee, in “The Chat- 
terbox,” for Radio. George Archain- 
baud will direct. 
Production starts this week. 





Answer of WB 
In Washington 


Washington, Jan. 21. 

Answers by Warner Bros. and 
Fox to the Department of Justice 
suits charging violations of the in- 
terstate commerce laws were ree 
ceived by the legal lights of the de- 
partment here with divided opin- 
ions, but with a general rush to dig 
into them and get ready for the 
court proceedings. 


One official charges Warner with 
“splitting hairs” and Fox with 
grabbing the International Shoe 
case decision of the U. S. Supreme 
Court before it was even printed. 
On the Warner charge, friends of 
this official state, the defense that 
there was no competition between 
their company and First National 
because the former made talkers 
and F.N. didn’t, comes under that 
“splitting” head. The Fox contene 
tion that in acquiring Loew compe- 
tition was not lessened, as most of 
the theatres were not in the same 
cities with those operated by Fex, 
was likewise characterized. 

One report had it that a further 
answer would be required from 
Warners. 

With the filing of the suits Con- 
gress, or at least those members of 
the legislative body demanding ac- 
tion and charging all sorts of tie- 
ups, have become silent. Many 
state the general trend in the sen- 
timent there is turning to the in- 
dustry. This in no small degree is 
being brought about by the fight 
Fox is making to retain control of 
his enterprises. General consensus 
following the International Shoe 
decision, wherein it is going to be 
more difficult for the establishment 
of the charge of lessened competi- 
tion on the part of the department 
is that Congress is going to adopt 
a hands off policy at least for the 
present. 

Another phase is the natural de- 
sire of the administration to dodge 
any respensibility of forcing, or 
aiding in that forcing, any breaks 
in the picture or any other industry. 
All of which will stifle everybody 
but Senator Brookhart, who is 
working on the final draft of his 
bill. 

However, the attitude of the com- 
mittee is interpreted to mean that 
the hoped for and promised report 
by Brookhart will not be forthcom- 
ing for some time, if at all this 
session. 


38 STENOES BURN WHEN 
CUT FROM OFFICE SHOW 


Despite a lot of heart aches and 
green glances, when only 24 of the 
62 stenoes who turned out for re- 
hearsals were selected, Warners is 
ploughing ahead with that “office 
help musical comedy, its going to do 
on Broadway for a few nights next 
month. 

Credits for the dance routine are 
copped by Al Zimbalist. and Sandy 
Abrahams. M. Hess has written 
most of the lyrics. 

Herb Crooker, Charlie WBinfeld’s 
assistant, has been conscripted as 
m. c. for the opening performance, 














NO DECISION ON MIX 


Washington, Jan. 21. 

Department of Justice wants to 
prosecute Tom Mix on his tax con- 
troversy with the Treasury. Mix 
was in town last week in a long 
series of conferences with both jus- 
tice and treasury officials, leaving 
without anything definite being de- 
cided. Mix has offered to pay what- 
ever the government asks to adjust 
and the government has promised to 
make up its mind this week. 





NO “DISHONORABLE” DEAL 

Although “Strictly Dishonorable” 
was reported sold as a talker, no 
picture deal for this Brock Pem- 
berton show has been consum- 
mated. 

Picture firms are reported still 
angling for the rights. 





PARAMOUNT BALL FEB. 7 


Par’s annual ball will be held at 
the Astor hotel Feb. 7. . 

Tickets for outsiders are $10 each, 
and for members of the Paramount 
Pep Club $5 if two tickes are pure- 
chased. 
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Tiffany Plans 
Theatre Chain: 
Rentals and yh 


Starting from scratch with the 
Gaiety on Broadway, leased for one 
year with an option as the first 
house under its wing, Tiffany is out 
to establish a theatre chain across 
the country. View, of course, is to 
not only strengthen its position 
as a producer-distributor but to 
provide first-run key city represen- 


tation for product where not now 
received. 
In lining up theatres, Tiffany is 


picking theatres on lease or to ‘get 
in through a percentage arrange- 
ment with owners. Besides the 
Gaiety, and under leases carrying 
options, are the Olympic (1,200), 
Pittsburgh, sub-let from Warners, 
and the Modern (800) and Beacon 
theatres (800), Boston, leased from 
Jake Lowry. Only theatre thus far 
lined up under the percentage 
scheme, outside of the Park, Bos- 
ton, is the Shubert Opera House, 
Detroit, of 1,700 seats. 

The basis on which the agreement 
was made with the Shuberts calls 
for a 60-40 split, 40% going to the 
Shuberts in lieu of rent, and for the 
continuance of the deal on eight 
week periods, the Shuberts being 
permitted, by mutual agreement, to 
occasionally route road shows into 
the house between pictures. 

All houses will play indefinite 
runs, according to plans, with Tiff’s 
pictures remaining as long as busi- 
ness warrants. Negotiations are 
now on with various theatre owners 
in the keys, next site obtained likely 
to be in the downtown section of 
Cleveland, 

Piffany will only go into the major 
cities. “Journey’s End” will be 
ready by April, and by that time 
Tiffany wants to have a representa- 
tive number of houses in key cen- 
ters. 


Brookhart Will Not Take 
Part in Graphic Corp. Suit 


Washington, Jan. 21. 

"Senator 8S. W. Brookhart has con- 
firmed the previous report that he 
would not in any manner, shape, or 
form represent Ivan Abrahamson 
and the Graphic Film Corp., in its 
anti-trust suit against the Hays or- 
ganization. 

Senator wrote the film company 
withdrawing his previous authoriza- 
tion to use his name several weeks 
before the papers in the case were 
filed. Reason for withdrawal was 
given by the Senator as hinging on 
the failure to advise him as to the 
class of films involved. He stated 
he would not be placed in the posi- 
tion of defending “sex pictures.” 

“There is something phoney about 
the whole business,” said Senator 
Brookhart when again questioned. 


Loew in Chicago? 


Chicago, Jan. 21. 

Loew Circuit is reported contem- 
plating stepping into the Chicago 
field. Loew had an agreement re- 
ligiously kept with Aaron Jones that 
as long as Jones, Linick and 
Schaefer played vaudeville Loew 
would never enter this city. But 
Jones, Linick and Schaefer stepped 
out of vaude two years ago when 
it turned the Rialto theatre into a 
burlesque house. 
Understood that Loew-Metro may 
start with the acquisition of the 
Woods theatre as a film site which 
Aaron J. Jones owns and which, at 
present, is leased to the Shuberts 
for $125,000 a year and subleased to 
Radio Pictures for $185,000 a year 
for five years, each option taken up 
every three months. This is at 
variance with the report around 
here that Publix-B, & K. have been 
dickering for the Woods with the 
object of making it a combination 
newsreel and sure-seat house, 











Midnite Rentals 





Midnight show business is 
gaining widespread popularity. 
So much so that the film com- | 
panies are realizing additional 
profits in extra rentals. 

Warners, especialiy, has 
deemed the zero hour displays || 
of sufficient importance to let 
many theatre owners have a 
print of a film a week in ad- } 
vance of its regular booking |! 
for the freak audience puller. | 
Some exhibs do their best || 
business late at night and at 
the same time have the oppor- 
tunity to ballyhoo future prod- 
uct through the _ stay-ups. | 
Showings of this kind are 
proving more advantageous 
than the most elaborate trail- 
ers, according to some exhibs. 

Another angle which the 
big companies are taking in 
some of the lesser key spots is 
to double feature one show a 
week. Poorest night is picked 
for this, second film usually 








being a revival. 


RCA LOOKING DAILY 
AT TELEVISION TESTS 


As Western Electric stole a march 
on sound pictures, so General Elec- 
tric is preparing for leadership 
of the television era. That the 
show world is not cognizant of the 
nearness of television is pointed 
out by Radio executives who are sit- 
ting in on tests and experiments 
being conducted from one of their 
smaller stations to a reception room 
at RCA. 

Tests have become so important 
a part of the Photophone executives 
and scientists activities, that for 
the past few days entire mornings 
have been devoted to television. A 
decided improvement over televised 
pictures shown as recently as just 
before Christmas is reported of the 
demonstration given last Thursday 
morning. 

Manifestations, however, that the 
film industry realizes television is 
on its way are beginning to re- 
flect in the house organs of various 
chains, particularly Fox. West Coast 





paper, “Now,” warns exhibitors to 
prepare for air pictures in the 
theatre. 





Warners has no story as yet for 
Jolson’s final picture under the WB 


banner, A suggestion that War- 
ners buy “Big Boy” from United 
Artists, which that company 1s 


holding for the star, is said to have 
been turned down by the Vitaphone 
firm. 

Warners has until April 1 to dig 
up a yarn for Jolson, at which 
time, if no script has been selecteé, 
it is reported he will offer to re- 
turn the $50,000 Warners has ad- 
vanced him on the picture and ask 
for his release. 

Jolson is expected in New York 
in about two weeks following the 
opening of his concert tour in 
Texas. 


Stanley’s $3,500,000 


Stanley Company, it is reported, 
will show a profit of $3,500,000 for 
the past year. 

This is exclusive of $2,000,000 paid 
to Warner Brothers for house 
rentals. 








ZUKOR-KATZ TRIPS 


Adolph Zukor probably will make 
a trip to the Coast instead of going 
to Florida this winter. 

Sam Katz is scheduled to leave 
for Florida Jan. 25. 


NEWSREEL HOUSE QUITS 


Brooklyn Newsreel theatre, oper- 
ated by Brookbrand Theatres, Inc., 
has discontinued its ffewsreel policy 
and reverted back to the usual fea- 
ture policy. ° 

Newsreel routine was inaugurated 
in the theatre around mid-Decem- 
ber. Not enough business the rea- 
son, 

This is the house sued by the 








No confirmation from Publix- B. 
& K. or Jones could be obtained. 


OF NEW 


” PLANS—BONDS 
TRUSTEES 


— | 


Company Officials Say De- 
cision Must Come This| 
Week—Concentrating on 
Bond Issue—Suits for Re-| 
ceiverships and Mr. Fox’s 
Answers — 5-Year Fran- 
chise for Exhibs Taking | 
Bonds 


FOX OK’S TRUSTEE PLAN | 


| 


j 


Appointment of three nationally 


| known men to act as trustees for 


the Fox organization is understood 
to be the basis upon which confer- 
ences are being held to reach a solu- 
tion of the film company’s proble-ns. 
Fox officials say that the matter 
must come to a head this week, 
with Thursday cited as the probabie 
climax date. 

It was also reported that every 
effort was being concentrated yes- 
terday (Tuesday) on a drive to put 
over the $35,000,000 bond issue, in- 
augurated last week, in spite of the 


dual applications made for a re- 
ceivership on behalf of an “A” 
stockholders committee and Mrs. 


S. D. Kuser suing individually as a 
substantial holder of the “B” (vot- 
ing) stock. 

Proposition of the new trustees 
was submitted last week to Mr. Fox, 
who is reported to have acceptcd 
the plan in full. .This outline has 
been placed before a group of bank- 
ers who are trying to work out a 
sultable arrangement upon this 
basis. A receiver is a third possi- 
bility. 

The past week was marked by 
the formation of a new corporation 
to float the Fox bond issue, filing of 
an answer to the Clayton Act snit, 
and the double filing of applications 
for an equity receivership. Mrs. 
S. D. Kuser suing as an individual 
holder of about one-fifth of all the 
class “B” (voting) stock. This 
latter suit, it is expected, will be 
answered today (Wednesday) The 
Fox lawyers have 20 days in which 
to file a reply to the first applica- 
tion, 

Views on Bond Issue 

Reports on the bond issue which, 
if successful would make bank as- 
sistance unnecessary, conflict, With- 
in the Fox organization the feeling 
was optimistic, a few claiming on 
Friday that half of the issue had 
already been subscribed. The 
downtown (bankers) version took 
an opposite view, with doubts ex- 
pressed, especially in view of the 
Kuser application. 

Those within the Fox outfit felt 
almost sure that Mr. Fox was in the 
clear on Friday, which day marked 
the severance of relations between 
Courtland Smith, named on the first 
proposed board of directors, and 
Fox as general manager of the Fox- 
Hearst (newsreel) Corp. Officers of 
Fox based their contention upon the 
theory that attention to depart- 
mental matters would not be given 
at the time unless the major situa- 
tion had been adjusted or was ap- 
proaching a solution. The depar- 
ture of Smith was immediately 
followed by personally signed wires 
advising all Fox-Hearst men to take 
orders from no one except Truman 
Talley. Talley was formerly head 
of the Fox silent news, became Mr. 
Fox's personal representative, went 
abroad to establish British Movie- 
tone News last summer and was 
supposedly headed for the Coast 
with W. R. Sheehan when the 
change came. 

Mr. Fox issued a letter to stock- 
holders Saturday and yesterday 
(Tuesday) an answer to the Kuser 
application, charging stock spec- 
ulation with the company funds. 
The letter urged support of the bond 
issue and denied Mrs. Kuser’s 
charges in toto. Mr. Fox, in his 
meetings with a group of exhibitors, 
offered a five-year franchise on Fox 
film product to those subscribing to 
a substantial amount of the pro- 





Fox-Hearst Corp, for using the 
term “Newsreel Theatre.” 


posed issue. 
In yesterday's statement referring 


—————= 4 











Street’s Film News 
| 


Wall Street is so hot for 
film news these days that Dow 
Jones men are out to scoop 
all fields. One of them got 
into B. P. Schulberg on the 
Coast and tickered out the } 
bulletin on Paramount's °30-’31 
production schedule. “Wall St. 
Journal,” in turn played it up. 

A week after all this hap- 


pened the Paramount home of- | 
fice didn’t know officially how 
many picturegy would be on the 
program, but agreed that the 
Dow Jones’ 65 was probably 
right. 











to the Kuser suit, Mr. Fox said in 
part: 
“The newspaper accounts (of the 


Kuser complaint) state that the Fox} 


Company paid $125 per share for 
the Loew's stock. In point of fact 
it cost the company an average of 
$105 per share. While this was a 
good price, although the stock is 


now earning at the rate of $10 per 
share, it is worth far more to the 
Fox Company than the sum paid, 
the saving from consolidation of the 
companies in eliminating duplica- 
tion and overhead charges is esti- 
mated to be worth about $17,000,000 
per year to the consolidated com- 
pany. 

‘In 1915, when the Fox Corpora- 
tion was incorporated, its capital 
structure was $500,000 of 8% pre- 
fered stock and 100,000 shares of 
common stock. The $500,000 worth 
of preferred stock was subscribed 
as follows: $100,000 by William Fox, 
$200,000 by Anthony R. Kuser and 
his family, and the balance of $200,- 
000 by others in New Jersey. 

‘I received as a bonus 50,000 
shares of the common stock, An- 
thony R. Kuser and his family re- 
ceived 25,000 shares, and the re- 
maining 25,000 shares of common 
stock were given to those who 
bought the remaining $200,000 of 
the preferred stock.” 

For the second time in two busi- 
ness days the Federal courts in New 
York were petitioned for an equity 
receivership for the Fox companies. 
Second suit was brought by Susie 
Dryden Kuster, of Somerset county, 
N. J., who is credited with control 
of 19,150 shares of Fox Film B stock, 
or one-fifth of all the voting stock 
in the company. 

This suit set up the allegation 
that William Fox had “foisted upon 
the corporation a loss of many hun- 
dreds of thousands of dollars” 
through disastrous speculation, and 
makes other allegations of similar 
technical tenor to support the de- 
mand for a receiver, chief among 
them being that large obligations of 
the company are coming due in the 
near future and no provision has 
been made to take care of them. 

Events had crowded in the Fox 
affairs from early last week on. In 
chronological order they were: 

Trustees decided to pay the quar- 
terly dividend declared in Decem- 
ber and payable Jan, 15 in script in 
the form of promissory notes bear- 
ing 6% and payable next January, 
purpose being to preserve cash re- 
sources. Script admitted to trad- 
ing on the Produce Exchange, where 
price between 72 and 80 prevailed 
for the $100 units, representing $1 
on each share of Fox A, 

William Fox addressed a letter to 
the stockholders outlining a plan 
to form the Fox Securities Corp., 
which would issue $35,000,000 in 7% 
three-year gold notes to be offered 
to Fox theatre-owner customers, 
Fox employees and others to fund 
outstanding obligations. Security 
would be the promissory note of the 
borrower secured by mortgage or 
such stocks or other securities or 
equities as in the opinion of the 
directors would be equal to at least 
twice the amount of the note face. 

Previous to the full announcement 
of this plan, notice had been given 
that Jules Brulatour had resigned 





as president of Fox Securities owing 
jto the pressure of his other duties 
jand also that David A. Brown, 
; chairman of the board of Broadway 


|National Bank and Trust Co.. had | 


taken the office. 

In his letter to his stockholders 
outlining the Securities Corp. pro- 
;gram, Mr. Fox charged that he had 
been double-crossed by the financial 
people who had up to the October 
market crash backed him in his ex- 
pansion. After detailing the prom- 





(Continued on page 20) 


U MAY REDUCE 
NEW LINEUP T0 
25 FEATURES 


Universal is seriously considering 
the production of only 25 features 
during the 1930-’31 season. This 
would whittle the usual U program 
to less than half the accustomed 
number of features, which have run 
between 50 and 60 the past few 
years. Some 56 have been sched- 
uled as the current season's output. 
This number is being delivered on 
the ’29-'30 list. 


While both Laemmles, senior and 
junior, are said to be anxious toe 
carry out the 25 plan, there is som« 
doubt whether the desire can be ful- 
filled, due to the many small ac- 


on the books of the com- 
pany, some of which must be served 
at low rentals under the Complete 
Sound Service contracts. It is un- 
derstood the cont :.plated decrease 
is dependent entirely upon surveys 
to be made on the smaller accounts. 
Bigger Films 

In coming down to 25 all-talkers, 
Laemmle idea is to produc big 
scale pictures to approximate the 
same budget, or slightly over, that 
allowed for the 56 this season to be 
prorated. 

How the shaving to 25 will effect 
the continuance of westerns in the 
series of Hoot Gibson and Ken May- 
nard, who are making eight each 


counts 


this year, is not explained. It was 
suggested that these, as average 
program talkers, would be elimi- 


nated from the program with more 
elaborate production on the outdoor — 
series. 

Providing U eventually deter- 
mines on the production of only 24 
pictures for next season, it will offer 
a staaller program of product than 
any of its brother producer-distrib- 
utors of national reputation, 


Shakeup in Fox Movietone 
News Dept—Many Cut 


Following Courtland Smith’s de- 
parture as general manager of the 
Fox-Hearst Corp., Truman Talley 
being appointed to succeed, a gen- 
eral shakeup took place Saturday. 

Among those either resigning or 
let out were E. P. Howard, editor; 
Earl Sponable, chief technician; 
Harold Wondsel, Lou Hoffman, 
Dwight Eldred, Lloyd Lehrbas, news 
editor for the Far East; Bert Wang- 
ler, Major Holland and Tom Here- 
ford, the latter three from the con- 
tract department. 

Case of John Begg, who is also 
out, is peculiar inasmuch as he is 
currently aboard ship bound for 
Japan, having sailed from the Coast 
Jan. 11. About six cameramen and 
as many sound men have also been 
turned loose. 

Subsequent appointments have 
been E. C. Harvey as managing 
editor of Fox Movietone News, with 
M. E. Clofine in the same capacity 
for Hearst Metrotone. Edmund Reek 
has been made joint news editor of 
both sound newsreels. 


“King’s” 30 Houses 


“Vagabond King” will open si- 
multaneously in New York and at 
the Paramount, Palm Beach, Feb. 
19. Within two weeks thereafter it 
will be spotted by Paramount in 39 
houses around the country, both in 
and out of the Publix group, to 
make extended runs at $1 top. 

This is.a compromise arrange- 
ment and an innovation because of 
road shows, as such, being cold and 
Paramount's belief that “Vagabond 
King” is of road show dimensions, 

















Goldwyn Next, Schenck following 

Remaining over in New York only 
long enough to clean up details and 
| go into some reported deals, Jos- 
;}eph M. Schenck plans to return to 
the Coast within a week or sooner. 

Samuel Goldwyn, who returned 





from Europe with Schenck, left tor 
Hollywood last week. 
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Hollywood, Jan, 21. 

Production activity on the Coast 
for 1929 shows a decrease of 19 
units over the corresponding year 
of 1928, and a decrease of 32 units 
from the year 1927. Gradual reduc- 
tion of units working throughout 
the year is attributed chiefly to 


fewer and bigger productions which | 


have attained less circulation but 


longer runs around the country the | 


past year than when silent produc- 
tions had reached the peak of cir- 
culation and runs during 
1927. 


While fewer pictures were made 


shorter 


last year, more 
were spent dpring this period than 
the preceding two years. However, 
those effected most in the gradual 
reduction in production were the 
actors, but even this group is be- 
ginning to recover its old status 
in demand of service because talk- 
ers are gradually coming back to 
the old silent form of making pic- 


tures, and getting further away 
from the stage technique where 
casts are limited to small groups. 
Again, fewer short subjects are be- 
ing made which also has a bearing 


in reducing the average number of 
units reported for the past year. 
Where 12 short subject units worked 
throughout °27 there were but six 
kept busy during °’29. 

Fox Has Most Films 

In compiling a table of compara- 
tive records of activity for the past 
three years, the results show Fox 
still retaining consistent top position 
for activity. Paramount reveals 
the biggest drop in its four less 
wnits than reported for ’28, but 
this can be accounted for by a num- 
ber of Par’s pictures being made at 
the Long Island studio. Universal 
ehows a gain over 1928, while 
M-G-M held close to the same num- 
ber over both periods, 

Warners and First National show 
a noticeable reduction in the aver- 
age number of units for the year, 
yet this does not necessarily mean 
that these companies produced less 
product. ‘It is chiefly due to the 
system of working on a fast sched- 
ule, 

For the coming year present pro- 
duction plans among most of the 
major studios call for expanding 
programs in the belief that the day 
of the long runs has reached its 
peak and that film presentation will 
revert back to the silent day routine 
of shorter and more program fea- 
tures. Fox intention is not to turn 
out more than four 10-reel features 
a year. This condition will prob- 
ably change the present scheme of 
the short subject of producers and 
will in time likely force them to 
spend less per picture, but increase 
volume, 

In checking on the number of fea- 
tures and shorts, now in final prepa- 
tion for production within the next 
three months, reports show that 163 
new pictures will be placed under 
way within this period. Paramount 
leads in this respect with 19 stories 
lined up and ready to go as quickly 
as production facilities are avail- 
able, Fox has 14, Universal 10, 
M-G-M 11, Warners 13, and First 
National nine, This indicates that 
by the end of January, or the first 
part of February, production will 
reach a new high level for this 
period and continue until the end of 
April at which time all studios 
struggle to complete as many pic- 
tures as they can and get the nega- 
tive out of the state before a state 
tax is assessed on all exposed nega- 
tive on hand. 


~ Yearly Studio Survey 


money and labor | 


PAR’S 36 CARTOONS 


2 Series of 18 Each—Will Also Have 
Foreign Versions 








Paramount, with Max Fleisher 
under exclusive contract, is sched- 
uling a total of 36 cartoon one- 
reelers for its ‘'30-’31 program. 
Number is to be made up of two 
different series of 18 each, oné be- 
ing the Song Cartoons, the other 
Talkartoons. 

Fleisher, formerly with Out of 
the Inkwell Films, is producing the 
entire 36 and has taken over large 
quarters, engaged a staff of 35 art- 
ists, and is building his own camera 
and other producing equipment. 

In addition to making the car- 
toons for American distribution 
plans are under way to produce 
foreign version shorts in the two 
series. First, “La Paloma,” done 
entirely in Spanish and under the 
Song Cartoons series, has just been 





completed and will be shipped to 
Spain and other Spanish speaking 
countries for showing Feb. 22. 
Results from “La Paloma” will de- 
termine furtherance for foreign 
cartoons, 


Sono-Art’s Met. Bldg. 


Hollywood, Jan. 21. 

Anticipating a heavy production 
schedule for the current § year, 
Sono-Art, by an arrangement with 
the owners of the Metropolitan 
studios, is drawing plans to build 
its own sound stage and office 
building. 

Construction will be on Met stu- 
dio property. 


“ 'TALKERIZING 


Hollywood, Jan. 21. 

First National will talkerize Zelda 
Sears’ play, “Cornered,” in which 
Madge Kennedy starred. It was 
made three years ago as a silent by 
Warners. F. Hugh Herbert is 
adapting with William Beaudine to 
direct. Title is now “At Bay.” 

Another company remake as a 
talker is “Road House,” which Fox 
made silent two years ago. Brad- 
ley King Wray has been engaged 
to adapt. 


TIFF’S EXTRA COLOR 


Tiffany will produce several of its 
°30-’31 pictures in color, using the 
Technicolor process. While the 
Tech contract with Tiffany calis for 
three or four pictures on next year’s 
program the number may and prob- 
ably will be increased, being con- 
tingent in part on whether Tech- 
nicolor can handle the additional 
footage. 

Tiffany has been a Technicolor 
user for several years, having made 
its former Color Classics by this 
means, 











Some Canadian Advice 
Hollywood, Jan. 21. 
Percy Taylor, Canadian repre- 
sentative of Radio Pictures, is visit- 
ing the studio here. 
Sharpening up the boys on cen- 


minion, 





Carlotta King Out 
Hollywood, Jan. 21. 
Additional talent to fall at M-G, 
when option time comes around, in- 
eludes Carlotta King, recently 
loaned by the studio for a Coast 





musical. 


sorship requirements in the Do-. 








CHARLIE ALTHOFF 


Now in Hollywood. 
Address care Variety, Taft Build- 
ing, Hollywood, Calif. 


COAST TESTS FOR BEST 
SILENT CAMERA METHOD 


Hollywood, Jan. 21. 


Tests to measure the degree of 
noiselessness attained by various 
types of studio camera silencers 
have been underway the last four 
days in a soundproof room in the 
ERPI offices here. Research being 
conducted by RCA and ERPI tech- 
nicians under the direction of H.G. 
Knox, of ERPI, and F. M. Sam- 
mis, of Photophone. Knox and 
Sammis aet as a sub-committee of 
the Academy’s joint committee of 
producers and technicians on the 
specific problem of camera-si- 
lencing. 

In the preliminary survey the 
sound experts visited major studios 
and examined all devices in use to 
keep the sound of camera operation 
from the mikes and found that: 

Booths are principally in use at 
M-G, Pathe, Tiffany, and W. B. 

Blimps, or bungalows (housing 
over the camera/J, are used at Radio, 
M-G, Paramount, Metropolitan, 
Pathe, United Artists and Tec-Art. 

Experiments in. muffling with 
blankets, usually closed with zip- 
pers, are being made at Columbia, 
Darmour, Educational, Fox, Roach, 
Metropolitan, Pathe, Tec - Art, 
United Artists and Universal. 

Tests on each camera is to am- 
plify the noise of its operation 
through a microphone, with an un- 
covered camera operating as con- 
trol, and to determine how many 
decibels of noise its silencer cuts 
off. The decibel is an arbitrarily 
selected unit to measure intensity. 
This unit is the difference between 
the softest sound the normal ear can 
detect and the next detectible dif- 
ferentiation. The decibel, ab- 
breviated “DB,” has largely sup- 
planted the term “TU,” meaning 
Transmission Unit, in sound work. 

Findings of the technical experts 
will be reported to the producers- 
technicians joint committee, headed 
by Irving ‘Thalberg. Ultimately 
a report outlining the best method 
of silencing the camera will be 
available to all picture producers. 














Warners’ Regional Meeting 
Warners will call eastern branch 
managers to New York Jan. 25 for 
a regional meeting at the Hotel 
Pennsylvania. 





This table shows the average number of production units working at the 19 active picture studios on 
the Coast for 12 months of the year 1929, and the total yearly averages for years 1929, '28 and ’27. It also 
shows number of productions in preparation ready to start within first quarter of 1930: 
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AVERAGES. For 





Av’age Av’age Av’age the 
"STUDIO. a ee 
. w - - = o- 
Feature Production | MONTHLY AVBRAGES FOR YEAR 1929— ~ ing, ing, ing, ter of 
Group. Jan. Feb. March. April. May. June. July. Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dee. 1929. 1928. 1927. *1930. 
William Fox.......... 9 h 9 5 5 7 8 10 9 5 6 7.2 8.0 8.0 14 
SOMONOEL cccteaccoccese 4 5 o- 3 vf & 7 § § 9 6 4 6.9 6.1 8.0 10 
BEPEEOEE we cccescceocoese, © 4 9 6 4 4 2 & 12 7 S 6 6.2 6.4 8.0 11 
Paramount .......+.6+5 6 1 a 5 7 5 6 7 5 2 4 6 4.8 8.8 8.0 19 
Warner Bros.......... 7 5 4 4 6 5 5 3 x 7 2 2 4.8 6.7 8.0 13 
First National......... 4 3 3 4 6 4 5 5 6 5 4 4 4.4 6.0 2.0 9 
DI. eabeevacesceeeess S 0 0 2 2 3 3 3 5 a 3 2 2.4 2.8 6.0 8 
TEN. wcboceuecesbeoee & 1 0 2 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 1 1.8 3.0 6.0 14 
. PRR pckese ae 1 1 2 4 3 2 3 2 1 1 1 1.8 2.7 6.0 4 
Columbia ....... ssteees. 2 1 1 1 2 3 2 2 2 1 2 1 1.6 2.0 3.0 7 
United Artists...... oie 1 0 2 2 2 2 0 2 2 3 1 1.6 2.0 3.0 9 
Chaplin ........ eens eae | 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1.0 0.6 i" 0 
PN Je) out ab'ebke «es oe 1 2 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0.8 1.0 1.0 6 
LEASING GROUP. 
Metropolitan ........ s 2 3 3 5 5 2 3 3 5 5 4 3.6 3.2 .5.0 10 
DEED ns hbdsonteas es 1 3 3 3 2 2 2 3 4 4 2 2.5 2.0 4.0 15 
SHORT SUBJECT 
GROUP. 
DarmMeer ..ccccisseses 2 1 2 2 2 1 1 1 2 1 4 3 1.8 1.8 1.0 3 
Mack Sennett....... ee 1 3 2 3 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1.6 1.6 3.0 3 
Hal Roach..........-. » 2 3 2 2 2 2 0 2 2 2 2 1.8 2.1 3.0 6 
Educational .......... 4 3 3 0 6 0 1 1 2 1 1 0 1.3 2.0 5.0 2 
cs. 3 ¢ = Bae ~~ ie a oo Soe oo oe oe 78 65 5&6 48 - 67.9 67.8 89.0 163 


° Stories in preparation for production January to March, 1990. 
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Hollywood Chatter 





David Fischer says relativity is 
what’s wrong with pictures, 


Nancy Carroll is expected here 
from Honolulu Jan. 28, 


Harry Pollard and Marguerita 
Fischer are Honoluluing. 


Stuart Erwin, the comic valen- 
tine, was born on Feb. 14. 

William Seiter back from Mexico 
City. 

Dick Talmadge has insured his 
cow for $5,000. 

Rebecca Uhr left for a month’s 
scouting on Broadway. 

Rod La Rocque and Vilma Banky 
are roughing it in the snow at Lake 
Arrowhead. 

Don Gallaher not only directs for 
Fox, but does offstage dialog for 
“Temple Towers.” - 

The Connor twins, Velma and 
Thelma, putting on weight at Long 
Beach, 

Two car loads of local Negroes 
will be taken to Mexico as a mob 
for Metro’s “Sea Bat.” 

A man named Chatters is head 
of the California Newspaper Pub- 
lishers’ Association. 

Screen actors using the snow- 
bound alibi when showing up late 
for work. 

E. Harper Mitchell, former book- 
er with Lyons & Lyons, now in the 
line of the F. & M. “Trees” idea. 

Into being has sprung “the girl of 
the month ¢lub.” Slogan is: “Reach 
for a sweetie instead of a smoke.” 

Joe Shea writing a picture column 
for the “Three Em Dash,” official 
organ of the New York Press club. 

To cope with the unusual rain, 
“Hollywood Citizen’s” delivery boys 
wrap each copy in waxed paper. 

Ina Claire paid several thou 
cuty on a post-wedding trousseau 
purchased in Paris. 

Jay Chapman contributed $25 to 
the city of Burbank after crashing 
through a railroad gate. 

H. M. “Beanie” Walker will see 
Havana during the Roach shut- 
down. 

Jesse Lasky having his explora- 
tion trip into the Mexican wilds 
photographed for home use. 

Albertina Rasch and Dmitri 
Tiomkin, the other half, back on 
the M-G lot. 

Bernice Claire plays her first non- 
singing part for F. N. in “Jail 
Break.” 

Morton Downey and _ Barbara 
Bennett in town looking for a pic- 
ture spot. 

Couple of land shakes the other 





day had the New York mob very 
nervous. 

Jean Morgan, First National con- 
tract chorine, selected by Henry 
Clive, N. Y. artist, as the most 
beautiful show girl in pictures. 

Steve Newman, former city com- 
missioner of Salt Lake, now road 
man with “Ivories,’ Fanchon and 
Marco unit. 

Billy Grady’s principal duty as 
manager of the Jolson concert tour 
is to inquire at 10-minute intervals 
about the Jolson throat, 

Cocoanut Grove looked like New 
York night club at opening of its 
new band last week. Eastern 
celebrities had the ring side seats. 

Bobby Crawford and Mary Lucas, 
one year married, dined 60 song- 
writers and wives at the Roosevelt. 
Olson’s band alternated on dance 
music with Lyman. 

First National has the heaviest 
writing staff in town. Waldemar 
Young tips the beam at 245, 
Humphrey Pearson, 230 and Rich- 
ard Weil, 210. 

Dorothy Mackaill broke a _ rib 
falling against a piano at rehear- 
sal. Bound in tape, acted in film 
the next day. Collapsed, and sent to 
bed. 

Cost Clarence Brown two grand 
to insure his Stearman J-6 plane, 
which cost 10 g. He figures on trad- 
ing it for a 450 h. p. Wasp, costing 
15 g. Gee! 

Leo Nomis, one of the stunt fliers 
engaged in Par’s “Young Eagles,” 
has 5,000 hours in the air to his 
credit. Started as a parachute 
jumper in 1915. 

Charles Farrell was nabbed in 
front of the Fox studios for speed- 
ing. “I’m Charles Farrell,” he said. 
“Sorry,” said the cop, “but I don’t 
play golf.” 

Because so many writers carried 
their own apples and raisins and 
ordered nothing but coffee, Fox 
commissary placed a sign on the wall 


reading: ‘“No Basket Parties Wel- 
come.” 

Bill Koenig afraid Vivienne 
Segal’s heavy cheering at the 


Legion fights will affect the pipes 
and, incidentally, Warner pictures. 
Asked her to go light on ringside 
advice. Pp nen ee 

Inde gas stations post a gigantic 
red “7” and smaller letters to read 
“7 gallons for $1.15.” One Holly- 
wood station hasn’t that price, but 
has the same big red “7” out front. 
Tiny letters make it read “open 7 
a. m.” 





WB On 30 Program 


Hollywood, Jan, 21. 

Warners started its 1930 produc- 
tion program this week with “Agony 
Column,” Roy Del Ruth directing, 
with Grant Withers and Loretta 
Young in the leads. 

Company will now put five more 
into production, starting one a 
week. 


KALEY OUT—HALL IN 


Los Angeles, Jan. 21. 

Failure to renew contract on the 
services of Charles Kaley found 
M-G seeking a new male lead for 
“Good News.” 

Kaley was slated to go into this 
picture six weeks ago, but a pro- 
duction delay prevented him play- 
ing it before his contract expired. 
James Hall is mentioned as being 
borrowed. from Paramount for the 
part. 








“DIXIANA” DELAY 


Hollywood, Jan. 21. 

Inadequate facilities to film 
“Dixiana” in wide film has forced 
Radio to push back the starting 
date on the picture to March 1, at 
which time*a laboratory for the 
handling of the big film will be 
completed. Meanwhile Bebe Dan- 
iels, siated for “Dixiana,” will make 
“Smooth as Satin.” 


AFTER AFRICAN DOUBLES 


Hollywood, Jan. 21. 

Eddie Butler of the Central Cast- 
ing Bureau has the job of finding 
local doubles for a mob of African 
savages filmed on location for 
“Trader Horn.” He has a location 
still of the mob to duplicate. 

W. S. Van Dyke brought two of 
the natives back with him, but 
they’re not enough. 





Erwin’s Term Contract 
Hollyweod, Jan. 21. 
Stuart Erwin goes to work for 
Par under a term contract that 
starts when he returns here from 
doing “Shooting of Nan McGrew” 











~ ie. Oe en a Ee ce 


at the Long island studio. 


DE FOREST STUDIO CLOSES 


Sprinkler System Too Expensive— 
May Record In Office Bldg. 








Rigid demands levied upon Mane 
hattan film studios by the fire de- 
partment are resulting in the perme 
anent closing of several. The Dee 
Forest studio is one of ‘these. 

With costly sprinkler systems. the 
biggest item, some of the inde- 
pendents with short term leases and 
the uncertainty of options can’t see 
a way to live. In the case of De- 
Forest the lease on the 47th street 
property expires April 1. The 
Schlessingers have been getting 
rentals of approximately $500 a day, 
but not often enough. Installation 
of a water system would mean a 
cost of around $15,000. 

DeForest recording will probably 
be done in the home office build- 
ing on 42nd street. This will be 
largely on a dubbing basis accord- 
ing to present plans. 


WRITERS IN AND OUT 


Hollywood Jan. 21. 

Herbert Ashton, Jr., playwright, 
brought from New York by Co- 
lumbia, has not had his option re- 
newed. 

Paul H. Fox, from Broadway, 
will write at this studio for another 
six months. 


SLOMAN AT COLUMBIA 


Hollywood, Jan, 21. 

Edward Sloman goes with Colum- 
bia to direct two pictures. He’s 
now under contract to do one for 
Par. 

Frank Capra will direct “Rain or 
Shine” for this studio, film to be 
made under the supervision of Jack 
Yellen. 











Fox Directors Change 
Hollywood, Jan. 21. 
Benjamin Stoloff, scheduled to 


was replaced on the assignment by 
John Blystone, when a switch in 


“So This Is London.” 

















direct Will Rogers’ next for Fox, gy 


stories listed the cowboy-actor for ~ 


Stoloff will meg Fox’s 1930 follies. 7 
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FILM STOCKS 





W. E-DeFOREST SUIT 
DUE IN DELAWARE FEB. 1 


Except for a few more minor 
technical knockouts scored by Pa- 
cent over “Western Electric, nothing 
but calendar juggling is the general 
trend of the talker equipment pat- 
ent litigation field. 

Two-year-old DeForest vs. Fox- 
Case suit has by mutual consent 
been slipped to the bottom of the 
lecal federal district. docket for 
asing. which will consume at least 
another year. 

Booze violators are responsible 
for what practically amounts to a 
withdrawal of the initial talker bat- 
tle in New York. With liquor al- 
ways getting precedence in hear- 
ings, the DeForest boys decided the 


quickest relief would be Delaware 
Their guess is right, because trial 


into the merits of W. E. sound on 
film reproduction gets under way in 
Wilmington Feb. 1. 

In Philadelphia, next month De- 
Forest is also reviving the Powers 
Cinephone matter. This was hurled 


out of court a year ago because 
papers were not properly composed 
That seems to be the _ trouble 
throughout; either DeForest goes 
blotto on technique or A. T. & T. 
can’t satisfy the court that its 
rights to talker patents have all 


been transferred to W, E. 

Incidentally, the internal rumpus 
between Warners and Western 
Electric over Pacent, also in Dela- 
ware, was. reached. The judge 
wanted more than was recited in 
court, so briefs were handed up. No 
decision expected for some time, 
but both sides are certain they'll 
win. 

About the same time Pacent indi- 
vidually again thwarted W. E. The 
big electric had appealed from find- 
ing of the lower court that A. T. 
& T. should do its own fighting. 
Appeal got the air. 


D. W. REVIVALS OFF 


Phono-Kinema Drops Plan to Bring 
Back Old Features—Al Grey Out 





Plans for the road ghowing of old 
D. W. Griffith pictures, to be syn- 
chronized with music and sound ef- 
fects, a part of the announced pur- 
pose of Phono-Kinema, Inc., have 
been dropped. “Way Down East” 
was to have been the first to be 
resurrected for sounding. 

Al Grey, former roadshow head of 
Paramount and instrumental in the 
formation of Phono-Kinema, backed 
from reports by Pedlar and Ryan, 
advertising agency, and others out- 
side of pictures, is out. He held the 
office of vice-president and general 
Paul J. Larsen, also a 
vice-president, has moved up to the 
president’s chair, with Lewis C. 
Pedlar, former president, also with- 
drawn from the organization, 

Pedlar is returning to the adver- 
tising agency business, it is under- 
stood, but the future plans of Grey 
are unknown. Latter went to Holly- 
wood to arrange to synchronize the 
Griffiths features, and is still on the 
Coast, according to report. 

Phono-Kinema, also in the busi- 
ness of making indie sound record- 
ing .equipment, is continuing in 
business to sell its device, but its 
organization in New York has been 
cut down. 


Costly Rain = 
Hollywood, Jan, 21. 


Production on U’s “All Quiet” 
cannot be resumed until the present 


heavy rains stop and water is 
pumped from a mile long trench 
built on location at the Irvine 


ranch, 50 miles south of here. 
A company of more than 1,000 
people is idle. 


HEATH FOLLOWS YORKE 
New casting director at Par’s 
Long Island studio, succeeding H. 
Emerson Yorke, is Frank Heath, an 
assistant casting chief with Par for 
six years. 
Yorke has resigned. 





Film Storage Judgments 
Judgment for $1,569, as a balance 
due on an account, has been filed in 
the Supreme Court by Lloyd's Film 
Storage Corp. against Donald 
Campbell of 125 W. 45th street, 
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2,300 Feet of Plot 


“Be Yourself,” the forthcom- 
ing Fannie Brice picture, is in 
6,800 feet. Of this roll of cellu- 
loid 4,500 is devoted to songs, 





production numbers and re- 
prises. | 
Just 2,300 feet is devoted to 


plot dialog. 


COLOR FIRMS INCREASE 
FROM 11 TO OVER 20 











manufac- 
rated 


Total of color 


turers, 


number 
the 
11 last year. 


in picture biz, 





This year, with | 


first month hardly under way, | 


shows more than 


the 
20 firms, corpora- 
individuals definitely in- 
terested in the manufacture 
color film process. 

Most of these are two color proc- 
Outside of the two or three 
major firms about 10 of these com- 


tions and | 
of a 


esses. 





panies; like the shoestring legit | 
producer, are looking for adoption 
by some philanthropically inclined 
picture company, or else seeking 
financial backing from other 


sources. | 

Twist is that within a few months 
the two color process may be defi- | 
nitely out of the running. Com- | 
panies are seriously concerned over 
getting a proper three color process 
for future production, Thus far 
there are only three makers. with 
the three color scheme, one of these 
is Eastman, which also has a two 
color scheme. Its two color is 
known as Kodacolor, and its. three 
color Kodacrome, or vice versa. 

Difference between the two color 
and three color process is that solid 
colors, such as yeliow, red and blue, 
cannot be filmed fully in two color. 
Under this process these hues really 
come~ out-in- compromised shades 
like green over blue, etc. The 
three-color process, however, gives 
the full complement. 





Radio Starting Wide Film 


“Dixiana” Next Month 


Hollywood, Jan. 21. 

M. W. Spoor and C. A. Superts 
are here with three Spoor-Berggren 
wide film cameras which they will 
operate on Radio’s “Dixianna.” 

It was first believed that Radio 
would.postpone this production un- 
til a laborartory could be erected 
to handle the new film, but decision 
has been made to start work Feb. 
1 and ship the film to’Chicago for 
developing and printing. 





News Boy’s $10,565 


Fernando E. Delgado, cameraman, 
has started two separate suits 
against the Fox Case News Service. 
One action is for $9,875 for breach 
of contract for employment and the 
other for $690, which Delgado 
alleges is due him for traveling ex- 
penses, 

Delgado, through his attorney, A. 
J. Rubien, avers that he was em- 
ployed by Fox Case for years in 
Africa and the United Staes. 
November, 1928, claims Delgado, he 
entered into a written contract with 
Fox whereby he would be employed 
as a staff cameraman for two years. 
Salary was set at $100 weekly from 
Nov. 1, 1928, until May 1, 1929, and 
from then on, until the expiration of 
his contract, he was to receive $125. 
Delgado was to work in Spain and 
was sent there accompanied by his 
wife. 

In April, 1929, alleges Delgado, he 
was suddenly fired by Fox Case, 
which firm claims, he refuses to pay 
the traveling expenses for his wife 
and himself from Spain to the 
United States. 





REOPENING CON LAB 
Hollywood, Jan. 21. 

H. J. Yates, head of Consolidated 
Film Industries, is here making 
final arrangements for the reopen- 
ing of the old Consolidated lab, and 
to erect a similar building next to 
this plant for developing and print- 
ing of release prints. 

Older building will be used for 
daily rush print work in addition 
to the Bennett plant now handling 
all the Consolidated print work. 





| points above its top on the move of 


In} 





LEADERS G0 10 
NEW HIGH MARKS 


Paramount Hits New Peak 
at 5534 on Heavy Trad-| 
ing, While R-K-O Moves | 
Boldly Into New Terri-| 


tory Above 26—Fox, De-| 
pressed, Loses Resiliency | 
in Below 20 Levels—War- | 
ners Holds Close to Half- 
Century 


BIG EARNINGS, REAION | 
By AL GREASON | 

For the second consecutive ses- 
sion the amusement stocks fur- | 
nished the market with the nearest | 
thing to actual leadership. The | 
three leaders turned over in large 


volume, with all three in new high | 
ground, 


Paramount got to 57 at one time, 
and held throughout the session | 
around and at the top; RKO, com- 
ing out in the huge volume that has 
characterized it for a month back, 
made.a new peak at 27, a. full 2 





ten days ago. Warner Brothers 
made a double top at 50//2,' repeat- 
ing its top of the previous day. 


Rosy Income Showings 


Buying was a mixture of pool 
operations and a belated realization 
on the part of outsiders that the 
bullish talk surrounding the picture 
leaders had real substance. It is 
doubtful whether there was any 
large outstanding short interest in 








Yesterday’s Prices 


Leading Amusements 
High. Low. Last. Chge. 
Net 

20% 18% 19% 
91 94% +8% 
53% +2% 
57 +2% 


Sales. 
23,80 F 
600 

8,400 Loe 
62,500 . 
1,800 Pth A... 
128,600 W. B.... 51 495% 
24,500 an 245% 27 +2% 


1,900 5% 
1,200 36 


BONDS. 
$3,000 + 20+ 948% 43% 


*New low all time. 


50% 
53% 
6% 











Par. or Warner, sellers of a month 
ago having pretty well drawn in 
their lines. Situation in current 
earnings of the solid film issues was 
drawn to the market’s attention by 
statement from Loew for the 12 
weeks to Nov. 22, showing net be- 
fore preferred dividends of more 
than $3,000,000, and at an advance 
of more than 75% over net for the 
same period of 1928. Paramount 
also furnished bullish ammunition 
by a statement of even more bril- 
liant import. 
RKO Situation 

Situation in RKO is clouded. First 
move up accompanied by rumors 
that the company hoped to get con- 
trol of the Fox majority in Loew 
stock, but this was promptly can- 
celled by positive statements from 
RKO officials. Thereafter the Street 
heard tnat RKO wouid shew a re- 
markable improvement in earnings, 
but with nothing definite to go on. 
Perhaps the good showing of new 
Radio picture productions, notably 
“Rio Rita,” was the basis of the talk. 

Fox‘lost a good deal of its power 
to come back yesterday, following 
the sensational treatment in the 
morning papers of the second re- 
ceivership suit, this one by a New 
Jersey woman holder of nearly 20,- 
000 shares of “B” voting stock. For 
the first time Fox A failed to re- 
cover promptly from levels under 
20 yesterday. In relatively quiet 
trading it was pushed down to 
18% and came back only to 19 and 
a fraction. Heretofore stronz sup- 
port has come into the stock at, 
anything under 20. On yesterday’ 
drop the stock went quiet 

There is a crowded short mterest 
in the issue and there is a | 
picion in some quarters that there | 
has been a ereat deal of strong} 
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Balloon Mikes! 


Hollywood, Jan. 21. 
Canning aeroplanes in flight 
has aiways been rather a puz- 
zie for top effect. Paramount 
thinks it has solved the enigma 
by attaching mikes to balloons. 
Studio is using the idea on 
“Young Eagles,” having planes 
fly around the balloons. 





Heretofore the buzz of the 
motor has usually been syn- 
thetic, being .an electric fan 
beating against a drum. 








buying at the lows. This is based 
on the sensational volume in which 
the issue has been turning over for 


/}a month. In three weeks past the 
| total traded in has been 1,780,000 
| shares, or twice the actual stock 
outstanding With a turnover of 
those proportions, it is argued, 
somebody ~.must have been taking 
a lot of stock, even allowing for 


a vast amount changing hands in 
the back and forth dealings for nar- 
row turns. 

Latest news in the Fox inside sit- 
uation is that definite action will 
be taken this week, not later than 
Thursday and perhaps before, ac- 
tion which, itis promised this time, 


| will definitely dispose of the dead- 


i lock. 
Market Pacemakers 
The amusement shares shot out 
ahead, beginning last week, and 
would have been called market 


leaders if the market had been any 
sort of affair that could properly be 
said to have leadership. At least 


| the theatre stocks took on the roles 


of pacemakers, both in ability to 
force their way into new high ter- 
ritory and in volume of daily trars- 
actions. 

The principal issues—that is to 
say Paramount, Loew and Warner 
Bros.—all touched new peaks Mon- 
day, being among the few groups 
that earned that distinction in a 
.ull and otherwise featureless ses- 
sion of narrow trading and small 
price movements. All this headway 
was accomplished in the face of 
continued uncertdinty in the Fox 
situation and with that stock giv- 
ing away from its best of last week 
under continued pounding inspired 
by no less than two suits for re- 
ceiverships. 

Probably the incentive for activity 
among the film stocks was the re- 
markable earnings reports issued 
by Loew first and then by Para- 
mount, Leadership here was fol- 
lowed by a sudden burst of strength 
in Warners, assumed to be the op- 
erations of du Pont interests from 
Wilmington, long believed to be ac- 
cumulating the stocK and now tak- 
ing it boldly and in quantity. Mon- 
day’s turnover in that issue alone 
reached the imposing total of 125,- 
000 shares. 


Loew’s High Net - 


Loew reported for the 12 weeks 
ending Nov. 22, first quarter of its 
fiscal year, showing net profit, be- 
fore preferred dividends, of $3,151,- 
954. This compares with $2,102,033 
for the same period of 1928, an in- 
crease of almost exactly 50%. Com- 
parison is even more striking in re- 
lation to returns of 1927, when the 
net for the quarter was $1,257%54. 

The income statement came out 
on the ticker during the more active 
trading of midweek and made an 
immediate impression on the tape. 
It more than confirmed all the rosy 
predictions made for Loew. Its 
market fortunes improved immedli- 
ately and continued to improve 
through the Monday session when 
it touched the new high mark, 
above 52. 

Paramount got into line promptly 
with the publication of an estimate, 
based on latest figures, of $15,500,000 
net for 1929, equal to $6.34 a share 
of common, a new high mark for 
the company since its organization 
and 78% ahead of the 1928 figures. 

Estimated profit for the quarter 
to Dec. 30 was $5,779,000, equivalent 
to $2.15 a share and “‘1% above 
the fourth quarter of 1928, when net 
was $2,737,000. 

No formal statement came from 
the Warner camp, but the market 
the appropriate’ bullish 
propaganda by reviving all the 
brilliant figures that have been re- 
leased for the ix months and 
from them that the 
ment when it does come ou 


supplied 


nast 
deducing etate- 
will be 


(Continued on page 29) 


JEWISH FILMS 


‘IN OWN TONGUE 


That: there are millions of Jewish 
film fans who would support prod- 
uct in their own tongue is given by 
| organizers as the underlying reason 
|for the formation of Judea Pictures 
| Corporation. Company, the only one 
jin existence, is counting on the sup- 
port of 250 theatres in key cities 
throughout the country, all of which 
have a tabulated Jewish draw. 

Judea’s ambition, after it gets 
|rolling on some shorts to be made in 
jlocal independent studios, is to make 
}a special on Zion history with locale 
jin Jerusalem 

Incorporated in New York a few 
jweeks ago, and with further asser- 
jtion that several well-known Jew- 
lish philanthropists have promised 
|Support, Judea ¢nnounces contract- 
ing 12 well-known Jewish perform- 
}ers and units. These,.it is claimed, 
are working largely on a percentage 
basis, from the returns which the 
company is hopeful of obtaining 
through state’s righis. 

Officers of the company include 
Joe Seiden, head or an equipment 
company, president; Sam Berliner, 
secretary and treusurer, and Moe 
Goldman, general manager. Sydney 
Goldin, independent director, has 
been retained to handle the mega- 
phone. 

Goldman, owner of four - Bronx 
houses, says that the first four two- 
reelers will be made at a budget of 
$15,000 apiece. “Cloaks and Suits” 
is the first. It is described as a mu- 
sical revue featuring Marty Baritz 
and Goldie Eisman; “A Shoemaker’s 
Romance” is billed as a modernistic 
version of an old Russian tale, with 
Joe Bouloff and the Vilma troup 
featured; William Schwartz and 
Belia Meisel will do the third, “The 
Young Maccabees,” while Mae. Si- 
mon has promised the bpys to be in 
“My Yiddisher Mamma.” Judea pro- 
moters claim that among other sig- 
natures are those of Cantor Hirsch- 
man, Samuel Goldenburg, Max Ga- 
bel and Jenny Goldstein. 

Company ts depending upon Gold- 
man to exercise the same ingenuity 
in production that he has in exhibit. 
ing. Moe, it will be recalled, is the 
lad who cheated the electrics by 
talking for the male screen players 
and getting his femme cashier to 
speak for the women. 

This was over a year ago when 
dialog was high priced. 


Autophoto Suit 


Alleging an unpaid manufactur- 
ing bill of $31,174, Vendex, Inc., has 
filed a suit for attachment in the 
New York Supreme Court against 
the American Phototure Co., ma- 
nipuletors of automatic photo- 
graphic machines. 

Vendex suit is brought on the 
basis of a contract alleged to have 
been negotiated between the Photo- 
ture people and H. A. Tremaine 
whereby Tremaine was to manufac- 
ture 100 automatic photo machines 
in accordance with drawing and 
specifications by Phototure. His 
agreement, it is claimed, allowed 
for his assigning his contractual 
privileges to Vendex, For this work 
which Vendex later assumed Tre- 
maine was to receive from Photo- 
ture, besides the actual cost of 
manufacturing each machine, an 
extra 10% of that amount plus $2 
an hour for each person he em- 
ployed in such manufacture. Inci- 
dental expenses in the work, such 
as traveling, was also included, it is 
alleged. 

Vendex claims 











that Phototure 
paid for the first 26 weeks of the 
work but thereupon stopped and 
it now seeks to collect. 


DAVEY LEE AS “TWIST”? 


Hollywood, Jan. 21. 
Ruth Chatterton will play 
“Nancy” in M-G-M’'s “Oliver Twist” 
and will be opposite Lionel Barry- 
more’s “Fagan.” Latter will also 
direct. Part of “Bill Sykes” will 
probably go to Ernest Torrence. 
No selection for the title char- 
acter as yet, but tests are now be- 
ing made of a number of juvenile 
players, including Davey Lee. 
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Bway s Quiet Week—Parade’ and 
Disraeli Standouts—Capitol Neat 
on $79,100—Roxy $63,00 Weekend 


Broadway was becalmed iast 
week. About the only craft with 
any boxoffice breeze behind them 
were the Capitol and a couple of 
the $2 attractions. At the Para-| 
mount “Glorifying the American | 
Girl” fell under $70,000—slow going | 
at this house. } 

Diminishing impetus for “General | 
Crack,” “Sally” and “Devil May} 
Care,” among the reserved seat pic- 
tures, contrasted with the strong 
trade of “Love Parade” and “Dis- 
raeli.” “Party Girl’ did moderately | 
well at the Gaiety and “Hit the| 


| 

| 
Deck,” on its first five days, revealed 
some charms in luring shekels. } 
| 


“Rogue Song” comes into the} 
Astor Jan, 28, giving “Devil May | 
Care’ one of the shortest engage- 
ments at this house since Metro 
started paying the rent. “Love Pa- | 
rade,” when deferring to “Vagabond } 
King” at the Criterion, will inaugu- 
rate an innovation for Publix by} 
going into the Rivoli for an ex- | 
tended run. Ordinarily Criterion | 


pictures go direct to the Paramount. 
It is understood that Warners will 
open its new Hollywood theatre in | 
March with “Under a Texas Moon,” 
This will give Warners four $2 
stands on Broadway between 47th 
and 52d streets, besides the Strand, 
also in the same _ geographical 
bracket. 
Roxy grabbed $65,000 by Monday 
morning with “Sunnyside Up.” 
Estimates for Last Week 
Astor—“Devil May Care” (Metro) 
(1,120; $1-$2) (5th week). Hovering 
around $17,000 and exiting after this 


week; marked for the Capitol 
March 14. 

Carroll—“‘Hit the Deck” (Radio) 
(1,018; $1-$2) (2a week). Fairly 


good notices and got $15,300 on first 


five days; matinees a little off but 
going clean nights, with some 
standees; former Broadway smash 
musical. 

Capitol—“Navy Blues” (Metro) 
(4,620; 35-50-75-$1.50). Okay at 
$79,100; different m.c. each week 


with units, after Walt Roesner and 
Dave Schooler divided a year’s run 
between them. 

Central — “Disraeli” (WB) (922; 
$1-$2) (15th week). At present mo- 
mentum can carry into March; 
cramming them in and _ getting 
highbrows and those whose alle- 
giance is ordinarily limited to legit; 
last week, $16,000, stjll strong. 

Cohan—“‘Across the World” (Mar- 


| good last week. 


inings, hurt grosses materially. 


| weather 





tin Johnson) (1,400; $1-$2). Third 
Broadway appearance of jungle ex- 
ploring couple within last couple of 
years; have. played at Carroll and 
Colony previously; latest one has 
tie-up with Boy Scouts; opened 
Monday night for limited engage- 
ment; same auspices that presented 
“Hunting Tigers in India” at this 
house a few weeks ago. 

Colony— “Her Private Affair” 
(Pathe) (1,900; 35-50-75). Ann 
Harding picture did nicely, $13,500; 
future bookings here include Colum- 
bia’s “Murder on the Roof,” Pathe’s 
“Grand Parade” and U’s remade 
conversational version of “Phantom 
of the Opera.” 


Criterion—‘“Love Parade” (Par) 
(862; $1-$2) (10th week). Maurice 
Chevalier cinched locally with 


smash engagement of this picture; 
again over $17,000, coming back 
with better weather. 
Embassy—Newsreel House (Fox- 
Hearst) (568; 25). Last week’s 


headliner was John D. Rockefeller; } 


between $7,000 and $8,000; new 
Fox-Hearst regime now editing and 
handling news stuff. 

Gaiety—"Party Girl” (Tiff) (808; 
$1-$2) (4th weck). With improve- 
ment in weather, able to hold to 
within $50 of previous week’s gross, 
namely $10,500, which satisfies; at 
least five weeks for “Girl,” then 
“Mamba” or “Lost Zeppelin” (Tiff), 
order to be determined; giving Sat- 
urday midnight shows at $1. 

Globe—‘“7 Keys to Baldpate” 
(Radio) (1,065; 35-50-75). Main 
electrical display solely devoted to 
informing public of new house pol- 
fey; Dix picture came in Saturday, 
frucceeding “Rio Rita,” which batted 
out a nifty four weeks, ending with 
around $15,000. 

Paramount—“Glorifying the Amer- 
fean Girl’ (Par) (3,665; 35-65-$1). 
Filled the marquee but not the the- 
atre; long delayed picture couldn't 
get into the happy hunting grounds 
above $70,000; ended wtih $69,800, 
just fair; Rudy Vallee present, but 
not gathering enough votes to coun- 
teract: first time Vallee has been 
identified with a poor week at this 
house. 

Rialto — “Locked Door” (UA) 
(2,000; 35-50-65-85). Save your key 
and win a valuable prize—tie-ins 
with Broadway shops to exploit this 
one; manner of handling unusual 
for New York: “Virginian“ (Par) 
exited with $27,300. 

Rivoli—“The Mighty” (Par) (2,- 





FRISCO FIGHTS RAI; 
‘HELL’S HEROES’ $12,500 


San Francisco, Jan. 21. 

(Drawing Population, 760,000) 
Rain, and plenty of it, didn’t do 
the downtown picture houses any 
Heavy downpours, 





| reaching their peak in the early eve- 


Big 
Fox probably suffered worst, being 
in an uptown location. Feature, 
“Untamed,” hit fair but hardly 
profitable stride. 

Warfield, however, pulled them in 
with “Sunny Side Up.” California 
got a good week with “Sally,” but 
the Granada, with second week of 
“New York Nights,” was very poor. 
St. Francis with “The Love Parade” 
held up well considering length of 
run. 

“Broadway,” 
decidedly 


at the Orpheum, was 

disappointing. Both 
and fact that feature was 
shown in near-by towns. before 
reaching Market street blamed. Em- 
bassy -bowed out “Disraeli” to 
healthy total, and the Davies, with 
“Is Everybody Happy” had profit- 
able week. Ackerman & Harris’ Ca- 
sino showing, ‘‘Hell’s Heroes,” got a 
better than usual week. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Fox (Fox) (5,000; 50-65-75-$1)— 
“Untamed” (M-G-M). Got away to 
an average start and did a fair 
week, but not enough for profit, 
$34,000. 
Warfield (Fox) (2,672; 50-65-90)— 
“Sunnyside Up” (Fox). In second 
week going strong; matinee trade 
highly satisfactory and business 
generally claimed more consistent 
than any feature in house for long 
time; $28,000. 


Granada (Publix) (2,698; 35-50- 
65-$1)—“‘New York Nights” (UA). 
Promise held out by unusually 


heavy gross first week muffed on 
second; down more than $12,000 to 
$8,600. 

California (Publix) (2,200; 35-50- 
65-90)—“Sally” (FN). Got away to 
nice start and maintained healthy 
pace; nearly $21,000. 

St. Francis (Publix) (1,375; 35-50- 
65-90)—“‘The Love Parade” (Par). 
Slight increase over preceding week, 
notwithstanding long run; $8,200. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2,270; 35-50-65) 
—“‘Broadway” (U). Disappointed 
despite big ballyhoo; profitable but 
light, $13,500. 

Embassy (Wagnon) (1,365; 50-65- 
90)—“‘Disraeli” (WB). Fourth and 
bow out week strong; closed to 
$9,600. 

Davies (Wagnron) (1,150; 35-50- 
65-90 — “Is Everybody Happy” 
(WB). Second week did better than 
expected; $6,200. 

Casino (Ackerman & Harris) (2,- 
400; 40-60)—‘“Hell’s Heroes” (U). 
Better business than in some weeks; 
stage show helped some; $12,500. 


Pan, $6,900, Tacoma 


Tacoma, Jan.. 21. 

(Drawing Population, 125,000) 

Weather: Coid 

RKO-Pantages had the spot this 
week with Olsen and Johnson billed 
high, wide, and handsome. Comedy 
team went on air and to dinners to 
plug. Picture attractions just aver- 
age program, 

Estimates for Last Week 

RKO-Pantages (RKO) (1,500; 25- 
60)—-“Tanned Legs” (Radio). Olsen 
and Johnson got ’em on low comedy; 
$6,900. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (650; 25- 
60)—“‘Great Divide” (FN). Fair at 
$4,900. 

Rialto (Fox) (1,200; 25-50)—“Ro- 
mance of Rio Grande” (Fox). Went 
into second week; oke for $4,100. 

Colonial (Fox) (850; 25-50)— 
“Christina” (Fox). Did $1,800. 











demned” (UA) lows; last week 
$33,700. 

Roxy—“Hot for Paris” (Fox) 
(6,205; 50-75-$1.50) (2d, final week). 
Holdover took $91,200; “Sunnyside 
Up” $65,000 on first three days; 
stays two weeks, maybe three; de- 
cision depends on following films; 
doing five daily. 

Strand—‘‘No, No, Nannette” (FN) 
(2,900; 35-50-75) (2nd, final week). 
Did proportionately better second 
week than first, getting $30,300 as 
against opening $32,500; house cur- 
rently playing “Show of Shows” day 
and date with uptown Beacon and 
Bklyn Strand. 

Warners—‘General Crack” (WB) 
(1,360; $1-$2) (8th week). Continu- 
ance a matter of couple of weeks 
or so; around $18,000. 

Winter Garden—‘‘Sally” (FN) (,- 
484; $1-$2) (5th week). Leaning 
heavily on Marilyn Miller’s name 
and following; also paced around 
$18,000, which is not good enough 





200; 35-50-65-85) (4th week). “Con- 


to put off successor in near future. 





JOE BROWNING 


Presenting 
“A Timely Sermon” 
Assisted by Joe Browning, 


Jr. 
This week (Jan. 17), Tivoli the- 


atre, Chicago, in Charles Nigge- 

meyer’s “Marathon Frolics.” 
Direction Abe Lastfogel, Harry 

Lenetska, William Morris Agency. 
R-K-O direction, Morris & Feil. 


GO NUTTY ON ‘PARADE’ 
AND ‘DISRAELI’ MINN. 


Minneapolis, Jan. 21, 

(Drawing Population, 500,000) 
Weather: Unfavorable 
Hats off to “Love Parade” 














and 


“Disraeli” here. Displaying amaz- 
ing box office virility, these two 
pictures drew extremely healthy 


grosses to the Century and State 
despite blizzards and 15 below zero 
temperatures. Par picture was in 
its second week. 

Estimated that the weather cost 
these two pictures more than $10,- 
000. No two films in recent mem- 
ory have won such high praise 
from the reviewers or received so 
much word-of-mouth boosting from 
patrons. 

“Hot For Paris,” at the Minne- 
sota, and “Love Comes Along,” at 
the Orpheum, garnered anything 
but laudatory newspaper notices, 
and, hurt badly, too, by the weather, 
this pair didn’t show much. In its 
second and last week at the Pan- 
tages, “Flight,” a hit here, did sat- 
isfactory biz all things considered. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Minnesota (Publix) (4,200; 75)— 
“Hot for Paris’ (Fox) and Publix 
unit, “Cocoanut Grove.” McLaglen 
picture lacked femme appeal; hurt 
by adverse reviews and terrible 
weather. Around $20,800, low. 

State (Publix) (2,200; 60)—‘Dis- 
raeli” (WB). Critics and public 
raved; around $13,900 excellent con- 
sidering weather and slow start; 
business built but picture didn’t 
hold over, 

Century (Publix) (1,600; 75)— 
“Love Parade” (Par). Town’s other 
fay and second week phenomenal 
considering weather; about $10,900 
and does a third week, 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,890; 60)— 
“Love Comes Along” (Radio). Bebe 
Daniels’ picture pleasing but unable 
to meet tough opposition, critics 
did not treat it too kindly; around 
$5,000, bad. 

Pantages (Pantages) (1,500; 25- 
50)—“Flight” (Col) and  vaude. 
Second week went over okay; 
nearly $7,000; good in face of zero 
and snow. 

Lyric (Publix) (1,300; 40)—‘“13th 
Chair” (M-G). Oke at about $5,100. 

Aster (Publix) (900; 35)—-“The 
Sap” (WB). Satisfactory; around 
$2,000. 

Seventh Street (RKO) (1,600; 50) 
—“Delightful Rogue” (Radio) and 
vaude. Nothing that spelled box 
office; $5,400 fair. 

Grand (Publix) (1,000; 35)— 
“Welcome Danger” (Par). Second 
loop run near $2,500. 


$16,500 Denver’s Best 


Denver, Jan. 21. 
(Drawing Population, 400,000) 
Weather, Snow and Cold 

Most of the houses took it on the 
chin on account of zero weather all 
week, Huffman’s Aladdin had 
“Sunnyside Up” and went a little 
better than average in spite of the 
weather. With a break would have 
hung up a record. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Huffman’s Aladdin (1,500; 35-50- 
75) “Sunnyside Up” (Fox). 
kept them home, but best figure for 
week $10,000. 

Tabor (Indie) (2,200; 25-40-60-75) 
“Tanned Legs” (Radio). Hard hit 
and ’way below average; $6,000. 

Denver (Publix) (2,300; 25-40-65) 
“New York Nights” (UA). Okay 
satisfactory for this house; $16,500. 

Huffman’s America (1,500; 20-35- 
50) “The River” (Fox). Turned in 
the usual $4,500. 

Rialto (Publix) (1,040; 25-40-50) 
“Lady Lies” (Par). Nothing to 








brag about at $2,600. 


Cold f° 


W.B. Revue and ‘Sally’ $62,700 In L. A.; 
Rogue’ Opens Big, $18,000 on 3 Days 





“CRACK” BIG IN SMALL 
CAPITAL HOUSE, $20,000 


Washington, Jan. 21. 
(White Population, 450,000) 
Weather: Hot to Storms 


Demonstrated again last week 
that it’s names that do it in this 
town. Janet Gaynor in “Christina” 
and Norma Talmadge in “Nights of 
New York,” did excellent business. 
John Barrymore in “General Crack” 
almost had the walls of the Met 
crying for help, while Edmund 
Lowe, featured all over the lot in 
Pathe’s “This Thing Called Love,” 
doubled the usual business at the 
Rialto. 

Richard Dix, whose name got to 
the point of not meaning much, 
came back for a nice gross in 
“Seven Keys.” 

On the 
with no 


other hand, 
names, was 


“Dynamite,” 
only able to 
stick one week in the small ca- 
pacity run house, Columbia, and 
“Pointed Heels,” at the Earle, drop- 
ped about $3,000 under that the- 
atre’s almost assured intake. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Columbia (Loew) — Dynamite” 
(M-G) (1,232; 35-50). In this run 
house got $10,300; all right but not 
up to predecessors, 


Earle (S-C Warner) —“ Pointed 
Heels” (Par) (2,244; 35-50). Pepped 
up ads with plenty sex, etc., couldn't 
help; dropped $3,000 below usual; 
$10,800. ‘ 

Fox (Fox) “Christina” (Fox) ‘and 
stage show (3,434; 35-50-60-75). 
Janet Gaynor got the $23,000 here; 
mighty good considering; Alex Cal- 
lam new m. c. 


Met (S-C)—‘General Crack” 
(WB) (1,585; 35-50). Barrymore 
name proved magic; demonstration 
of getting plenty of dough in where 
capacity and scale would indicate 
it can’t be done; $20,000 and stick- 
ing. 


Palace (Loew)—“‘ New York 
Nights” (UA), stage show (2,363; 
35-50-60). Very nice at $22,500. 


Rialto (U)—“This Thing Called 
Love” (Pathe) (1,987; 35-50). An- 
other name, Edmund Lowe, heavily 
billed, almost doubled usual take; 
$8,500. 


RKO (Keith’s)—“Seven Keys to 
Baldpate” (Radio) (1,870; 35-50). 
Dix plus Cohan’s name, who was 
here in legit house, helped to about 
$15,000, 


K. C. FROLICS ALL WEEK; 
BIZ UP—$24,000 TOPS 


Kansas City, Jan. 21, 

(Drawing Population, 700,000) 
Newman went Hollywood Thurs- 
day, with its premiere of “Love 
Parade.” Showed the villagers how 
the stunt is done. For the first time 
in its history, all house seats were 
iat Searchlights, microphones, 

etc. 


In spite of the coldest weather of 
the season amusements held up 
nicely. The Mainstreet with Irene 
Rich, in person, featured over the 
picture, “Dance Hall,” checked up 
several complete sellouts. . Same 
thing happened at Loew’s Midland 
with “Sunnyside Up” and the best 
vaude biil ever in the house. The 
only fault, if any, was length of the 
bill, over three hours. 


Best reviews were given “Disra- 
eli,” at the Newman, and picture 
was endorsed by women’s clubs and 
others. Picture was stopped at six 
o'clock Thursday to make room for 
“Love Parade.” Pantages enjoyed a 
nice week with “Flight” and held it 
for second week, which also intro- 
duces a change of policy, the Loie 
Bridge Musical Company, taking the 
place of vaudeville, for a few weeks, 
at least. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Loew’s Midland—“Sunnyside Up” 
(Fox) (4,000; 25-35-50-60). Picture 
given considerable extra publicity, 
and when offered with the best 
vaude the house has ever had it 
proved surefire and counted heavily; 
$24,000. 

Mainstreet—“Dance Hall” (Radio) 
(3,200; 25-35-50-60). Big draw was 
Irene Rich in sketch; business start- 
ed strong and held; $16,200. 

Newman—“Disraeli” (WB) (1,890; 
25-35-50-60). Given the newspaper 
breaks; critics noted that picture 
was so good there was fear it 
wouldn’t be appreciated by the fans; 
$12,900. 

Pantages—‘Flight” (Col) (2,200; 
25-35-60). Perfect setup for this 
house; business great and film held 
for second week; $12,200. 

Royal—“Sacred Flame” (WB) 
(840; 25-40). Critics disagreed; 
customers must have read both sides 
and then went to see for them- 











selves; $3,600. 
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Los Angeles, Jan. 21. 

(Drawing Population, 1,500,000) 

Weather: Assorted 

An approximate tie between three 
pictures for the town’s top - had 
“Show of Shows,” with the aid of a 
special Saturday midnight, getting 
$31,700, against an even $31,000 for 
“Sally” and a similar estimate for 
“Rogue Song,’ opening at Grau« 
man’s Chinese, and tilling $18,000 on 
its first three days. 

Lenore Ulric, whose previous pice 
ture, “Frozen Justice,” did poorly 
at Loew’s State, had smoother sail- 
ing at the same house with “South 
Sea Rose,” which transiated into 
$29,500, sweet music. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Biltmore (Erlanger), “Hunting Ti« 
gers” (Weisfeldt) (1,550; 60-$1.50). 
House back in the picture column 
after long absence in the service of 
stage drama; this educational found 
the local peasants indisposed to pay 
$1.50 to be edified; lost in the jungle 
at $4,000. 

Boulevard 
See Paris” (Fox) (2,164; 25-50). 
Will Rogers has performed boxe 
office wonders all over this far-flung 
municipality; after all the runs and 
repeats, hit this negihborhood house 
for a rousing $9,400, very big. 

Carthay Circle (Fox), “Rio Rita” 
(Radio) (1,500; 50-$1.50) (9th week). 
Classy at $10,000 in third month. 

Chinese (Fox), “Rogue Song” 
(Metro) (2,028; 50-$1.50) (1st week). 
Off to good start; first week should 
figure over $30,000; stage entertain- 
ment resumed with Abe Lyman 
band and Lawrence Tibbets in per- 
son. 


(Fox) “They Had to 


Criterion (Fox) “Hot for Paris” 
(Fox) (1,600; 25-75) (4th, final 
week). Never meant much; 


scrammed with $6,000. 

Egyptian (UA-Fox), “The Mighty” 
(Par) (1,800; 25-75). Substantial 
margin of profit in $12,500: Bancroft 
gets ’em on Hollywood Blvd. 

State (Loew-Fox), “South Sea 
Rose” (Fox) (2,024; 25-$1). Cone 
trasts favorably with local showing 
of former Ulric opera; going to $29,< 
600 with extra Saturday midnight 
performance. 

Orpheum (RKO), “Hit the Deck” 
(Radio) (2,270; 50-75) (4th week). 
Next to final week, $15,500. 

Paramount (Publix), “Seven Days” 


Leave” (Par) (3,595; 25-75). No 
names to bolster, so $21,000 ace 
ceptable. 

RKO, “His First Command” 


(Pathe) (2,950; 30-65). Unusual ex- 
ploitation; okay at $17,000. 

United Artists (Pub-UA), “Tam- 
ing of Shrew” (UA) (2,100; 25-$1) 
(4th, final week). Went out with 
$10,800. 

Warners Downtown (WB), “Show 
of Shows” (WB) (1,800; 50-75) (2a 
week). Strongest attraction in 
town; $31,700. 

Warners Hollywood (WB), “Sally” 
(FN) (2,756; 25-75) (Ist week). Did 
very well on opening; $31,000. 


‘VAG. LOVER’S’ $13,600 
LEADS ALL PORTLAND 


Portiand, Ore., Jan. 21. 

(Drawing Population, 425,000) 

Hamrick’s Music Box pulled 
“Show of Shows” after a second 
week and did well with “Sacred 
Flame.” Third and. last week of 
“Sunnyside Up,” at the United 
Artists, proved okay. Two-day op- 
posish last week was Maurice Cole 
bourne company at the Auditorium, 
doing well. 

Rialto had a second good week 
with “Laughing Lady.” Best 
grosses went to “Lone Star Ranger” 
at the Broadway, and “Sally” at 
the Portland. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Broadway (Fox) (2,000; 25-60)— 
“Lone Star Ranger” (Fox). ‘Oute 
door talker registered; $13,000. 

United Artists (Parker-Fox) (1,« 
200; 25-60)—“Sunnyside Up” (Fox). 
For third week, okay; $8,000. 








Alder (Parker-Fox) (1,200; 25- 
50)—“Hot for Paris” (Fox). Over 
from Broadway and did fairly; 
$4,500. 

Portiand (Publix) (3,500; 25-60) 
—‘Sally” (FN). Got them in; 
$6,600. 

Rialto (Publix) (1,500; 25-60). 


Second week of “The Laughing 
Lady” (Par). Did well with $3,000, 
Music Box (Hamrick) (2,000; 25- 
50)—“The Sacred Flame” (WB). 
Heavy drama connected; $5,000. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick) (800; 25- 
50)—“The Aviator’ (WB). Good 
laugh film; $3,000. 

Oriental (Tebbetts) (2,700; 25-35) 
—‘‘The Trespasser” (UA). Got re- 
sults on second run; $5,000. 

Orpheum (R-K-O) (2,000; 25-60) 
—‘Vagabond Lover’ (Radio). 
Proved popular and got extra biz; 
$13,600. 

Dufwin (Duffy) (1,400; 25-$1.25). 
Guy Bates Post and Henry Duffy 
Players in “Her Friend the King”; 
very well at $7,500. 

Auditorium (Civic) (3,000; 50-$2). 
Maurice Colbourne Players in Shaw 
plays, road company, two days. 
Good for $4,000. 
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mony at Home” and vaude. Aver- 
age at $10,000. 
Albee (RKO) (2,500; 15-60)— 


“Grand Parade” (Pathe) and vaude. 
Variety bill pulled it through; okay 
at $12,500. b 
city. 


Cailed Love” (Pathe) vaude (2,700; | ‘ 
50-85). House came back; picture |! 
got good notices; $29,000. 


to better average business. 


Only 
nland station of the U. S. Coast 


Guard, docked in the Ohio River 


United Artists — (Publix - UA) ears carried a banner advertising 


“Taming of Shrew” (UA) (1,700; 
50-85). Slumped after two big weeks 
and yanked; third and last week, 


t and the Coast Guard boys further 


co-operated -by lending life pre- 
servers for box office decorations. 


$19,700 Some 18 employees were decked out 
dae in uniforms secured from the Great 
Woods — (RKO) “Love Comes| Lakes Naval Training Base, repre- 

Along (Radio) (1,200; 50-85).| sented every rank from the captain 

Dailies gave it weak notices; out | down. Recruiting boards of the 

= 10 poor days; last week $13,- | Navy also bore placards on “Navy 
: Blues.” 


Despite no hold-outs, Strand de- 


‘ ’ | cided to hold over “Hot for Paris,”’ 
SUNNY SIDE CLEANS UP figuring that consistently good 


_ IN PROV. AT $16,500 


: Providence, Jan. 21. 
(Drawing Population, 315,000) 
Weather: Mostly Unsettled 
“Sunnyside Up” was the big thing |. 
last week. Not only did this atone 
break records for the Majestic, but 
it rather put the skids to other pro- 
grams here. “Dynamite,” at Loew’s 
State, was the only other house in 
town that could brag. 
“Paris” failed to hit the mark al- 
though the Strand plugged the fea- 





50)—“‘Hot for 
nicely but nothing sensational; held 
over on $6,200. 


business throughout the first week 
might continue a second. 


Estimates for Last Week 
State (Loew) (3,400; 35-50)— 
‘Navy Blues” (M-G). Held house 


up, largely because of managerial 


efforts to stimulate interest; good 
at $17,850. 

Rialto (R-K-O) (2,940; 30-50)— 
‘Four Feathers” (Par). Loudly 


praised and audiences enthusiastic, 
but take rose only to $7,400, under 
average, 


Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,785; 30- 
Paris” (Fox). Did 


Alamo (Fourth Ave.) (900; 40)— 
ture to the skies. “Seven Faces” (Fox). Satisfactory 
Estimates for Last Week at around $3,800. 

Loew’s State (3,500; 15-50)— Mary Anderson (R-K-O) (1,387; 
“Dynamite” (M-G). Kay Johnson | 30-50)—“Girl From Woolworth’s” 
got swell notices; very good at| (FN). Safely out of the red at 
$24,000. $3,200; better than expected con- 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 15-50)— 
Sunnyside Up” (Fox). Took town 
by storm and sticks; sensational at | ‘ 


sidering stiff opposition. 


Brown (Brown) (1,591; $3 top)— 
‘Rio Rita” (Wintz road show) first 


$16,500; biggest house has had since | half. Did about $5,200 at a $3 top; 
Jazz Singer.” last half “Connecticut Yankee” 
a Strand (Ind) (2,200; 15-50)—/| (road show) doing approximately 
Paris” (FN). Fine plugging, in- | $5,600 on four performances; total 


cluding contests and other tie-ups, 
failed to pack as expected; average 
at $11,500. 

Victory (RKO) (1,600; 15-50)— 
“First Command” (Pathe). Clipped 
by fine bills at otner houses; close 
to $8,000; fair. 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,600; 15-50)—“Har- 





for week on both attractions $10,- 
800. 





Oriental’s Dual Films 


Chicago, Jan. 21. 
Oriental theatre goes into a new 


policy when it starts showing double 
features on Wednesdays. 


Second picture will be a revival 


which has not shown at this house 


ut has appeared elsewhere in the 


(Par). 





around $25,000, which is five grand 
under normal. Erlanger did fairly 
well with “Seven Keys to Baldpate,” 
although picture was removed Sat- 
urday. Reason was management’s 
anxiety to get “Hit the Deck” in as 
soon as possible. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Mastbaum (4,800; 35-50-75) “Devil 

May Care” (M-G). Nice notices but 


trade disappointing; $40,000, well 
under house normal. 

Stanley (3,700; 35-50-75) “Con- 
demned” (UA) (ist week). Off to 


nice if not sensational start; around 
$27,000. 

Boyd (2,400; 35-50-75) “Sally” 
(FN) (ist week). Around $28,000, 
good, compared to some other 
houses last week, but not what 
house has been getting opening 
weeks. 

Aldine (1,500; $2.50) “General 
Crack” (WB) (4th week). Slid some 
more to $8,000 and out this Satur- 
day; nothing mentioned as yet to 


follow. 

Fox-Locust (1,800; $1.50) “Sky 
Hawk” (Fox) (4th week). Taken 
off turday after sharp dive to 
around $7,500; “Men Without 
Women” (Fox) now. 

Fox (3,000; 90) “Song of Love” 
(Col). Well under average at $25,- 
000; “Sunny Side Up” (Fox) follow- 





ing for probable fortnight. 
Stanton (1,700; 35-50-75) “Sacred | 
Flame” (WB) (4th week). _ Still | 
strong puller at $12,000; may make 
six weeks of it; a surprise hit. 
Erlanger (1,900; 50-75) “Seven 
Keys to Baldpate” (Radio). Quite 


tumult 





good trade estimated at $17,000, but 
picture not held over because of de- | 
sire to get “Hit the Deck” (Radio) | 
in at once. 

Earle (2,000; 50-75) “Painted An- | 
gel” (FN). Fine week for popular 
presentation house; $23,000 or bet- 
ter, up $3,000. 

Karlton (1,000; 50) ‘Woman Trap” | 
Average week at $5,000. 





Jack Jackson, publicity director | 
for Publix in Rochester, N. Y., goes 
to Dallas, Tex., to handle the Pub- 
lix theatres in Dallas and San An- | 
tonio. Harry Royster, from the/ 
Paramount, N. Y., becomes district | 
advertising director for Rochester, | 
Buffalo and Toledo. j 


out; cold weather hurt; third week 
$5,000. vd 

Liberty (Jensen-Von Herberg) 
(2,000; 15-25-35)—“Sailor’s Holiday” 
(Pathe). Mirth elements heavily 
advertised, and $11,000 great; used 
lots of printers’ ink and two colors. 

Coliseum (Fox) (1,800; 25-35)— 
“Long, Long, Trail’ (U). Prices 
down at this house to meet new 
competish; $3,000. 

Metropolitan (Pub) (1,200; 25-50- 
60)—“Locked Door’ (UA). Biz 
light at $3,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,700; 25-60)— 
“Vagabond Lover” (Radio). Vallee 
plastered all over house and in 
newspapers; plugged for weeks, and 
great week; $14,500. 

President (Duffy) (1,800; 25-$1)— 
“Boomerang” (Duffy Players). 
Lower scale and more folks coming; 
well staged and acted; $3,100. 





Birmingham Ritz $8,000; 


“Rita” $6,500 in 2d Wk. 


Birmingham, Jan. 21. 
(Drawing Population, 325,000) 
Weather: Cold and Rain 
Heavily billed, “Our Gang” kids, 
appearing in person at the Ritz, 
failed to create any box-office 
locally. Elsewhere around 
town things were spotty, with 
weather handicapping. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Ritz—“South Sea Rose” (Fox) 
and vaude (2,200; 25-35-60). Around 
$8,000; house circused “Our Gang” 
on stage, which attracted children 
at half-price admissions. 


Alabama—“Love Parade” (Par) 


(2,500; 25-35-50). Just fair. 
Empire — “Rio Rita” (Radio) 
(1,000; 25-35-50) (2d week). At! 
prices and capacity, second week 


total of $6,500 very strong and an- 
other week added. 


Strand—“Laughing Lady” (Par) | 
(1,000; 25-35-50). More than was 
expected; touched $5,000. 


Trianon — “Red 
(Pathe) (600; 


Hot Rhythm” 
15-35). Limped 


through for mediocre gross of $1,500. | 


Pantages—Musical comedy stock 
(3,000; 30-40). Business too meagre 
for this one to last. 


probably- accounts for it being be- 
low. $30,000. At that, George Rotsky 
couldn’t be persuaded to hold it a 
second week. 


“Our Modern Maidens” was not 
so good at the Capitol and dropped 
below previous week to $16,000, 
lowest for the new year. Loew’s 
had “Romance of Rio Grande,” 
making Fox run one-two for the 
week at $17,500. Vaude was much 
inferior to film, 

Princess tried out “Peacock 
Alley” and hit around an average 
of $10,000. This theatre is holding 
its own well. 

Imperial, as usual, had a good 
film, “Little Johnny Jones,’ and 
good vaude, running a bit above 
level and grossing around $11,500. 
Roxy, with the -French picture, 
“Lights of Paris,” brought in 
French-speaking element and did 
$4,500, justifying a holdover. Neigh- 
borhoods can get no real coin unless 
they run the best films. Most of 
them don’t, but “Trespasser,” on 
second run, brought turnaway biz 
to the Rialto all wéek. His Maj- 
esty’s put on British pantomime 
and picked up around $20,000, 

Estimates for Last Week Ps 

Palace (FP) (2,700; 40-75)— 
“Sunnyside Up” (Fox). A wow and 
could easily have run second week, 
but was not held despite $28,000. 


Capitol (FP) (2,700; 40-65)— 
“Modern Maidens” (M-G). Fair but 
only regular fans came along; 


around $16,000. 

Loew’s (FP) (3,200; 35-60)—“Ro- 
mance of Rio Grande” (Fox). Sec- 
ond best in town, accounting almost 
entirely for $17,500; vaude scarcely 
up to average. 

Princess (CT) (2,300: 30-55)— 
| “Peacock Alley” (Tiff). About aver- 
j age at $10,000. x 
| tmperial (FP) (1,900; 35-60)— 
“Little Johnny Jones” (FN). Good 
vaude and one of best pictures this 
venr made combination that pulled; 
| over average at $11,500 
| Orpheum (CT) (1,200; 

“Night Parad 
| appreciation of change from recent 
lrun of pictures by putting gross up 
to $4,500. 


Roxy (Ind) 





49-50)—~ 


<« showed 


~~ 


(Col). Fan 


(600; 
neh). 


50)—"Lights of 
Paris” (Fr French speaking 
fans piled in: highest yet at $4,500; 
i yery good for size of house 














4 


VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


Wednesday, January 22, — 





—— 





Comparative Grosses for December 





























KANSAS CITY 































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Dec. 7 Dec. 14 Dec. 21 Dec. 28 
MAIN “Jazz “Paris” “Love “Vagabond 
Table of grosses during December for towns and houses listed. STREET Heaven” $16,500 Racket” Lover” 
High. .$32,000; $18,000 $17,000 $29,500 
NEW YORK Low... Stage Show 
LOEW’S “Kiss” “Locked “Untamed” “Nav 
| Dec. 7 __Dec. 14 | Dec. 21 ___ Dec. 28 MIDLAND $19,500 Door” $22,000 Blues” 

CAPITOL “Song of | “Hallelujah” | “Mysterious | “Dynamite” | High. .$35,000) Stage Show $15,000 $30,000 
High. .$98,200 Love” $61,800 Island” $87,600 Low... 10,000 “s 
Low... 30,000 $48,800 $71,800 PANTAGES “Her Private| “Why Leave “Most “Salute” 
Pee ee sore ; ds = scents ae a High. .$31,800 Affair” Home” Immoral $12,200 

PAR- “Half Way to| “Marriage “Kibitzer” “Pointed Low... 5,000 $10,500 $8,700 Lady” 

AMOUNT Heaven” Playground” $76,100 Heels” Vaude LS ee $7,900 Bir Sper Rey ee 
High. .$94,200 $66,100 $70,500 $94,200 NEWMAN “American “Half Way | “Marriage “Pointed _ 
Low... 49,100} Stage Show | __._ |, Record) High. .$33,000 Girl” to Heaven” | Playground” Heels” 

ROXY “South Sea |\“This Thing | “Christina” “Christina” |Low... 8,000 $16,000 $12,000 $11,200 $14,900 
High .$173,658 Rose” | Called Love” $111,800 $129,000 : Stage Show | ’ Cae ita 
Low.. 70,000 $83,500 $74,600 (24 week) _ = Saarinen! 
es __4§_Stage Show DPR REES, PES BALTIMORE 

STRANG “Gold “Gold Me from s $35,000 
High. .$81,200} Diggers” Diggers” ocolworth’s’ Dec. 7 Y : 

Low... 15,006] $43,700 $36,000 $28,700 Lee Pen. ee ee 
All Sound CENTURY /|“Half Way to Glorious Navy Blues Great Life’ 
Se reagent ———= hee: eee ie Night” $24,000 $24,000 
Ow... 000 17,500 $18,000 
CHICAGO Stage Show 
BY Ckoaeae eotacics rates ee STANLEY “Kiss” “Locked “American | “Condemned” 
| Dec. 7 Dec. 14 Dec. 21 Dec. 28 High. .$33,500} $16,500 Door” Girl” $21,000 

CHICAGO |“Half Way to “Kiss” “Ther Cwn “Pointed | bOW--- 12000) all Sound $12,000 $16,000 
High. BAGO | Heaven” $46,500 Desire” Heels” (Low) lial 
Low... 33,000) $42,200 $45,700 $49,500 VALENCIA | “Cock Eyed | “Taming of | “irl from “Viking” 

Stage Show |" oe we World” Shrew” \.* tworth’s” $3,200 
McVICKER'S| “Disraeli” “Disraeli” “Disraeli” UWelcome | UOW--> 1900 Pal $2,300 $3,401 
High, .$53,000| $33,000 $28,000 $22,300 Danger” a aay 
Low... 13,000) (1st week) (3d week) $41,900 . soe ees oo tients 
All Sound KEITH'S “Rio Rita” “Rio Rita” “Rio Rita” “Gold 
9 / i ” 

MONROE | “Cock-Eyed “Seven “Nix On | “Married in | pan: -#160%) $27,000 $12,000 $10,000 Diggers 
High. .$12,500 World” Faces” Dames” Hollywood” st ia An "om Sree ( geo 
Low... .2,700} $6,200 $3,800 $3,800 $5,800 a SOU tt week) 

|} All Sound oo 

ORIENTAL “Girl from “Marriage | “Footlights “43th Chair” WASHINGTON 
High. .$52,000|\Woolworth’s” | Playground” and Fools” $48,000 ¥ 
Low... 20,000 $31,000 25,200 $25,500 Dec. 7 Dec. 14 ___Dec. 21 Dec. 28 

All Sound | COLUMBIA | “Virginian” | “Hallelujah” “Mysterious | “Condemned” 
ROOSEVELT\“Romance of|“Romance of|“Romance of| “Dynamite” | High. .$19,000 $11,000 $10,500 Island” $15,500 
High. .$35,600| Rio Grande” | Rio Grande” | Rio Grande” $26,000 Low... 5,500) (2d week) = $12,000 
Low... .9,000 $27,000 $16,900 $16,000 EARLE “Girl from “Love “Half Way to “Second 

(ist week) (3d week) High. .$24,000\“Woolworth’s” Racket” Heaven” Choice” 

_All Sound _ i ____ | Low... 6,000) $13,000 $10,300 $11,400 $16,000 

STATE- “Tanned | “Shannons of “Song of “First All Sound 

LAKE Legs” Broadway” Love” Command” FOX “Song of “River” “Love, Live, “Hot for 
High. .$35,750 $26,000 $20,000 $23,300 $29,000 High. .$41,500 Love” $18,400 Laugh’ Paris” 
Low... 16,000 Vaude poe 1. Se. ae $17,600 $17,200 $36,900 

ORPHEUM “Forward “Everybody “Everybody “So Long Stage Show i 
High. .$16,900 Pass” Happy” Happy” Letty” METRO- “Paris” “Charming “Everybody “Show of 
Low... 4,800 $5,500 $6,900 $5,500 $10,000 POLITAN $9,900 Sinners” Happy” Shows” 

\| (2d week) High. .$21,000} All Sound $11,900 $10,500 $18,500 

All Sound Low.. 5,000 

UNITED (“Live Ghosts”|“Live Ghosts” |“Live Ghosts”| “Taming of PALACE “Kiss” “Locked “Battle of “Navy Blue” 

ARTISTS $22,900 $16,600 $12,000 the Shrew” High. .$26,000 $22,500 ‘Door” Paris” $28,000 
High. .$43,500). All Sound (5 days) $41,000 Low... 11,500] Stage Show $18,500 __ $18,500 _ 

Low... 11,000] ih icasceidii —— WS 
LOS ANGELES PORTLAND, ORE. 
Dec. 7 Dec. 14 ‘Dec. ea Dec. 28 
Dec. 7 Dec. 14 Dec. 21. Dec. 28 PORTLAND |“Half Way to! “American “Pointed “Love 

EGYPTIAN | “Marianne” “Seven “This Is “Welcome High. .$25,300 Heaven” Girl” Heels” Parade” 
High. .$14,000 $9,800 Faces” College” Danger” Low... 5,800 $5,800 $8,100 $8,500 $14,800 
Low... .6,000) Stage Show $8,200 $10,200 $12,600 (New low) 

LOEW’S “Untamed” |“Thing Called| “Romance of} “Their Own Stage Show 

STATE $29,000 Love” Rio Grande” Desire” ORPHEUM “Painted “Jazz “Tanned “First 
High. .$48,000} (ist week) $27,500 $32,000 $31,000 High. .$22,500 Angel” Heaven” Legs” Command” 
Low... 15,600) Stage Show Low... 5,500 $9,000 $9,500 $9,000 $13,500 

PAR- “Mighty” “Sweetie” “Sweetie” “American Vaude __ 

AMOUNT $28,300 $35,000 $28,000 Girl” ORIENTAL “Eternal ; “This Is “Sailor’s 
High. .$57,800| All Sound (ist week) (2d week) 22,000 High. $41,000) Love” “Piccadilly” Heaven” Holiday” 
Low... 15,600 ° Low... 4,500 ' $6,000 $7,500 $5,500 $7,500 

UNITED /|“Live Ghosts”| “Live Ghosts”| “Taming of (ist week) ._ Vaude 

ARTISTS $16,000 $10,000 * Shrew” “Taming of | MUSIC BOX) “Shanghai “Skinner “Skinner “Show of 
High. .$38,700| Stage Show (2a week) $35,500 Shrew” High. .$20, Lady” . | Steps Out” Steps Out” Shows” 
Low... 6,180 ; $26,000 Low... 4,000 $6,900 $7,500 $8,000 $11,000 

(2d week) All Sound (ist week) (2d week) 
WARNER’S |“Tiger Rose” “Johnny “Paris” “Paris” UNITED “Hallelujah” | “Hallelujah” “Venus” —— 
High.. $16,000 Jones” $16,000 $14,500 ARTISTS $11,000 $8,000 $5,500 
Low... 10,300} All Sound $10,300 High. .$22, (ist week) (24 week) $14, M00 
P (New low) Low... 4,000) All Sound 
BROADWAY “Kiss” “Romance of | “Thing Called “Hot for 
SAN FRANCISCO High. .$23, $13,500 Rio Grande” Love” Paris” 
Low... 9,000) Stage Show $14,500 $14,000 $20,000 
WARFIELD Dec. 7 Dec. 14 Dec. 21 Dec. 28 MINNEAP LI 
High. .$48,000! “Cock Eyed “Hollywood “Hollywood “Hollywood O S 
Low... 10,000 World” Revue” Revue’ Revue’ 

(6th week) (New low) | MINNESOTA/“Half Way to! “American | “Navy Blues” “Pointed 

Stage show) High. .$45,200 Heaven” Girl” 24,500 Heels” 

GRANADA | “American |“Half Way to| “Pointed “Marriage | Low---. 17 “sare A leg ol $28,200 
High. . $36,000 Girl” Heaven” Heels” Playground” . Stage Show _|_(New low) ‘ 

Low... 6,200 $18,800 $14,000 $12,500 $15,000 STATE “Taming of | “Taming of “Marriage | “Laughing 
Stage Show High. .$28,000 Shrew” Shrew” Playground” Lady” 
CALI- “Taming of “Paris” “Paris” “Locked Low... 4 $16,500 $8,000 $7,100 $14,800 

FORNIA Shrew” $16,600 $12,500 Door” p48 Benen 
High. .$34,000 $9,500 $19,000 Ail Soun 
Low... 6200) (3d week) ORPHEUM “Kiss” “Had to See “Great “Vagabond 

All Sound High. .$22,000 $9,000 Paris” Gabbo” Lover” 

* ST. FRANCIS “Love “Love “Love “Love cae... Vaude $10,000 $7,000 $12,000 
High. .$23,300 Parade” Parade” Parade” Parade” 
Low... 3,000} $18,400 $14,400 $10,000 $15,000 PROVIDENCE 
(2d week) (5th week) 
c MBASSY = Geld ase wg 5 = | Dec. 7 Dec. 14 Dec. 21 Dec. 28 
‘Go ‘Hearts in ‘Disraeli” “Disraeli’ a 7. rr) rr A “a ” 

High. .$24,300| Diggers” Exile” $14,000 $14,000 | saigh $2800 $20,000. —— oe | ae 
wr ee (oth week) 4s oa ssee ee (24 week) | Low... 14,000] All Sound $19,600 $19,000 

all Sound STRAND “American |“Her Private! “Marriage “Footlights 
a — = High. .$14,900 Girl” Affair” and Playground” and Fools” 

Low... 8,000 $13,000 “Half Way to $10,500 $11,000 
SEAT TLE All Sound Heaven” 
extn eunitunhingraiet $12,000 
Dec. 7 __ Dec. 14 Dec. 21 Dec. 28 High. 15200 Bers coe Long “Broadway “Show of 
TTLE “American. |“Half Way to| “Pointed ig ruth” etty” and | Daddies” and Shows” 
High. .$26,000 Gr” Heaven” . Heels” Low... 6,200 $11,000 “Sacred “Wall Street” $14,500 
Low... 9,000 $12,000 $10,500 $9,000 All Sound Flame” $10,200 
Stage Show (Low) atti $12,500 mar 
MUSIC BOX “Sap” “Mr. Antonio” | “Mr. Antonio” 
High. .$17,000 $8,500 $7,000 $4,000 TACOMA, WASH. 
Low... 4,000) All Sound (Low) ; 
FIFTH AVE.|\“Romance of; “South Sea | “Thing Called Dec. 7 Dec. 14 Dec. 21 Dec. 28 
High. .$26,000| Rio Grande” Rose” Love” BLUE “Mr. Antonio” “Sap” “Show of 
Low... 10,800 $14,500 $10,800 $12,700 MOUSE $4,000 $4,900 Shows” 
Stage Show (Low) _ High.. er All Sound $4,490 
BLUE “Shanghai “Mississippi | “Mississippi Low.:.. 1,400 
MOUSE Lady” Gambler” Gambler” RIALTO “Marianne” “American “13th Chair” 
High. .$16,000 $7,300 $7,800 $4,400 High. . .$8,500 $3,900 Girl” $5,900 
Low... 4,490) All Sound (ist week) (2d week) Low.... 2,000) All Sound 
__ (New low) RKO « “Painted “She Goes to 
ORPHEUM “Jazz “Careless High. he Heaven” Angel” War” 
High. .$29,500 Heaven” Age” Low... 4,200 $6,000 $5,900 $7,300 
Low... $11,000 $12,000 Vaude 








“DYNAMITE’S” LENGTH 
HOLDS PENN TO $28,750 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 21. 
(Drawing Population, 1,000,000) 
Weather: Warm 
“Sunnyside Up” did the expected 
at the Aldine, 





in its first six days and should 
weather a month. Got off to flying 
start and was helped by rave no- 
tices. 

Outside of this, the town. was 
quiet, due largely to sultry weather, 
warmest January around here in 
years. Cold wave hit Thursday 


and things picked up a little. Penn, 
held down by the iength of “Dyna- 
mite,” had to be content with a 
creditable $28,750. Entire bill ran 
over three hours and clogged the 
turnover. “Marriage Playground” 
was liked at the Stanley where it 
turned in close to $25,000 after a 
slow start. Word-of-mouth and re- 
views shot this ope into high. 
“Sally,” at Warners, held up 
nicely in its second week and no 
kicks at $15,000. This one started 
a third week Thursday but house 


closed Saturday for redecorations, 
Reopens this week with “General 
Crack.” 

About $7,000 okay for “Seven 


Keys to Baldpate” and a holdover. 
Enright continued better with “This 
Thing Called Love,” $16,750 being 
presentable no matter how you look 
at it. House has been going along 
nicely last few weeks and is profit- 


ing by being East Liberty’s only 
presentation § stand. Harris took 
$6,000 with “Jazz Heaven,” consid- 
ered good. Town got another first 
run house last Saturday, the Olym- 
pic, which Tiffany leased from 


Downtown site is a 1,200- 
and opened with “Lost Zep- 


Warners. 
seater 


pelin” (Tiff) at 35-50 scale. 
Estimates for Last Week 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
60-75). Blocked from ahother big 
session by length of “Dynamite” 
(M-G); bill ’way over three hours; 
$28,750. 

Aldine (Loew’s) (1,900; 35-50)— 
“Sunnyside Up” (Fox). Smash 


with $20,000 claimed; 
out month. 


should stick 


Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-35-60)— 
“Marriage Playground” (Par). Off 
to slow start but picked up; satis- 


factory $24,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-50-75). 
At $15,000 for “Sally” (FN) in sec- 
ond week, okay; house closed Sat- 


urday for decorations; reopens 
Thursday with “General Crack” 
(WB). 

Enright (WB) (3,700; 25-35-40. 
60)—“This Thing Called Love” 
(Pathe). First Pathe picture to 
mean much at this house; $16,750 
and considered good. 

Harris—“‘Jazz Heaven” (Radio), 


Forte at $6,000; Saturday openings, 
started few months ago, seems to be 
helping this, site. 

Sheridan Square—Gooa exploita- 
tion got “Seven Keys to Baldpate” 
(Radio) off to nice start; reviews 
helped along; $7,000 in first full 
week and holds over. 


Olympic (Tiff) (1,200; 35-50)— 
“Lost -Zeppelin” (Tiff). Opened 
Saturday; house just leased by 


Tiffany from Warners, which had 
been using it for second run show- 
ings. downtown; two doors away 
from Warner and got break at 
opening due to Warner's closing for 
four days. 


Met’s New High, $66,000, 
With Radio Pair, Boston 


Boston, Jan. 21. 
(Drawing Population, 860,000) 

Amos and Andy not only broke 
the Metropolitan’s house record last 
week by $6,000 in doing $66,000, but 
bettered the combined gross of four 
of the five legits in town. Radio 
pair did five daily, except Sunday, 
with the act broadcast from the 
stage, 

Weather conditions were poor but 
the Keith-Albee did well for itself 
in getting $21,000. This house has 
been coming right along of late. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Met (Publix) (4,380; 50-75) “Gen- 
eral Crack” (WB). New record at 
$66,000 with Amos and Andy, radio 
team, on stage and extra perform- 
ances. 

Keith-Memorial (4,000; 
“Hot for Paris” (Fox). 
$19,000. 

Keith-Albee (3,000; 
mance of Rio Grande” 
at $21,000. 

Loew’s State (4,000) (30-40-50) 
“Dynamite” (M-G). Nice week for 
$20,800. 


35-50-60) 
Light at 


“Ro- 
Good 


50-60) 
(Fox). 


OFF THE SHELF 
Hollywood, Jan. 21. 

M-G’s “Redemption,” directed by 
Fred Niblo and starring John Gil- 
bert, which went on the shelf to 
be later recooked by Lionel Barry- 
more, was previewed last week in 
San Bernardino, Cal. Clicked suf- 
ficiently to be scheduled, as is, for 
early release. 





A smash at $20,000. 
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~Talking Shorts 


“MISER FROM BLEAK HOUSE” 
With Bransby Williams 
Character Study 
9 Mins. 
Loew’s New York, N. Y. 

General Talking Pictures 

Has box-office value in that 
Bransby Williams here offers a 
character study of unusual interest. 
Admirably done and paints the por- 
trait of an old miser. 

Williams appears alone in this 
short, but holds attention for the 
full nine minutes. His imaginary 
support characters are his good-for- 
nothing wife, a friend, and the boy, 
Barty. who gets a lesson in money, 


the old miser exhorting him to 
~squeeze his best friends like an 
orange. 


Williams’ makeup excellent and 
his “ouches” and “ohs” from rheu- 
matism effectively build up. Wil- 
liams’ work clicks if. nothing else 
does. 

Recording by DeForest Phonofilm 
very good, as also the SS 

thar. 


“WILD WAVES” 

Disney Cartoon 

8 Mins. 

Carroll, N. Y. 
Columbia 

Fast-moving comedy cartoon, 
which isn’t on long enough to bore 
many, no matter if it isn’t always 
laugh provoking. Doesn’t rank with 
the best of the recent crop, but will 
fit any program, 

It’s one of the Mickey Mouse se- 
ries, unwinding the usual antics of 
the cartoonist’s imagination. Most 
of the action attempts to keep the 
rhythm of the synchronized score, 
but the resultant gag maneuvers not 
being overly strong. Some of the 
cartoons are mimicking the voices 
of the figures in certain spots, a 
mistake, as it rudely interrupts any 
illusion the drawings may have pre- 
viously invoked. That’s overdoing 
the sound thing. 

The cartoon one-reelers are riding 
in front at present, with a wealth of 
material to pick from to make it 
tough to offset their strength. Care- 
lessness and an attempt to turn ’em 
out too fast can undermine as fast 
as the novelty of sound and a couple 
of great ideas sent them out as pace 
makers. Their main asset is that 
they’re built for laughs, and people 
primarily go to the theatre for that 
purpose. Sid. 


“ROMANCE DE LUXE” 
With Monty Collins 
Comedy 

15 Mins. 

Sheridan Sq. 


Educational 


While out-and-out slapstick and 
of the old school besides, the dialog 
together with sound and the re- 
freshing manner in which Stephen 
Roberts has directed the subject 
makes it suitable short entertain- 
ment. Final 100 feet or so of film, 
a chase, redeems everything. 

Semblance of story concerns mis- 
taken identity with a dip, overhear- 
ing plans, posing as the young man 
who’s to meet the fair heroine at a 
reception in her honor engineered 
by the fathers of both. Clearing 
up identity between them, boy and 
girl start to elope »ut father of 
latter thinks there’s a mistake, with 
a hair-raising auto chase resulting. 

Of the laughs 90% of them arrive 
in the closing sequence when one of 
the cars hangs perilously over a 
precipice and its occupants can’t 
manage their way to safety. This 
alone will leave audiences satisfied 
at the finish. What transpires be- 
fore is incidental but not hard to 
take. 7 

Monty Collins is a fair comedian 
and is assisted by Nancy Dover and 
Buddy Shaw. Char. 


a 


PATHE AUDIO REVIEW 
Sound Novelty 

9 Mins. 

Sheridan Sq. New York 

Far from strong entertainment 
but novel and on this phase gets 
by. Better Pathe Audio Reviews 
have been turned out, but in jus- 
tice to this one, also some have 
been not so good. 

Reviews no longer numbered but 
they carry editing credit for Terry 
Ramsaye. Three different subjects 
make up this one with a supposed 
fight between a couple of Siamese 
fish. This is billed as a battle to 
the death, but it’s more like a little 
piscatorial playfulness and to show 
the fish dies, there is a cut to one 
of the “combatants” under obvious 
slow motion lying down on his side. 

Other subjects are a variety show 
by marionettes handled by Sue 
Hastings, including song, orchestra 
number and sister team bit, and a 
Photographic tour along the Bow- 
ery, with side views of shops, mis- 


sions, etc. Bowery shots are an 
interesting contribution, photo- 
Char. 


graphically and otherwise. 


“PILGRIM PAPAS,” 
with Benny Rubin 
Comedy 
10 Mins. 
Stanley, New York 
Universal 
A fair comedy short. 


Benny Rubin has enlarged the 


Hebe recitation on Pilgrims from | cal, 














Miniature Reviews - 


“Hit the Deck” (Radio). With 
Jack Oakie to draw, color, and 
at least one, maybe two, un- 
familiar tunes which tickle, no 
reason why this one should 
run into trouble on week stands 
and less. 

“Locked Door” (UA). Pro- 
gram society drama made to 
look de luxe quality by expert 
handling and fine acting. 
Quiet for neighborhood, but 
exploitation from human in- 
terest angle. 

“it’s a Great Life” (Metro). 
Duncan Sisters probably not 
names to main street, but pic- 
ture packs entertainment of 
easy hokum type. Ought to be 
fancied in the smaller places 
even more than the big towns. 


“Night Ride” (U). Looks 
like this will do nicely by box 
offices all over. Exploitation 
possibilities are legion. 

“Lone Star Ranger” (Fox). 
Inferior recording only thing 
stopping this one from better 
class first runs. Heavy action 
western, with love story re- 
freshingly done, looks very 


good for all lesser spots. 











Much of its laugh 
t in the strain 


his vaude act. 
possibilities are lus 
following Rubin’s hurried broken 
English which has been added as 
narration to numerous sequences 
shot silent. 

Starts with Rubin, 
kid in a schoolroom, 
to tell the class the 
Pilgrim papas. Scene jumps to the 
Mayflower approaching America, 
with Rubin as Captain Smith, spy- 
ing Pocahontas on shore and ap- 
proaching her for a short neckfest, 
and she saves him from the Indians. 

Next, Rubin becomes Paul Revere, 
jockey, and takes a horseback ride 
to find food for the Pilgrims. Brings 
back a turkey, regarded with sus- 
picion until a Pilgrim leader in- 
spects it thoroughly and stamps it 
as kosher. 

All this is shot silent, with Ru- 
bin’s voice describing the action. 
Flashback to the classroom as Ru- 
bin finishes the story, showing the 
students in Pilgrim outfits for no 
apparent reason or comedy effect. 

Bang. 


dressed as a 
volunteering 
story of the 


“WEDNESDAY AT THE RITZ” 


| Comedy 


19 Mins. 
Loew’s New York, N. Y. 
Pathe 

Scattered in laughs, but well han- 
dled and played. Shapes as suitable 
for everything outside of the big de 
luxers. Situations alone help along 
to fair success. 

Story and. production by Gordon 
Bostock, who hails from vaude and 
knows his comedy values. Laughs 
wrung from discovery of drunk in 
the wrong room and his belief that 
the beautiful maiden is his wife, 
married to him the previous night 
when he couldn’t remember any- 
thing. Bostock has cleverly han- 
died the situation, bringing in a hot- 
tempered Italian looking for. his 
better half and also in the wrong 
premises. Later the girl's husband 
is dragged in, but meanwhile the 
unhappily yoked wife strikes up a 
familiarity with the poaching drunk, 
who'd been there all night without 
knowing the girl was in an adjoin- 
ing room. Title of short is gained 
from the line whispered to the acci- 
dentally met swain by the wife who 
ee the tag, “Wednesday at the 

ta.” 

Charles Kemper plays the sober- 
ing-up stew and Evelyn Knapp the 
girl, both acquitting themselves sat- 
isfactorily and speaking clearly. All 
the action takes place in a_ hotel 
suite. . Char. 





William Boyd (stage) and Paul 
Lukas, “Benson Murder Case,” Par. 

Complete cast, “Ex-Wife,” M-G: 
Norma Shearer, Chester Morris, 
Conrad Nagel, Helen Johnson, 
Zelda Sears, Florence Eldridge, 
Helen Millard. 

Monte Katterjohn rejoins Tiff to 
write screen treatment for “Moran 
of the Lady Letty.” 

Lawrence Gray, Walter Catlett, 
Gwen Lee, “Florodora Girl,” M-G. 

Tyrell Davis, Mary Forbes, “The 
Circle,” M-G. 

Marie Dressler, “Fresh From Col- 
lege,” M-G. 

Cliff Edwards to new M-G revue, 
“The Clock.” 

Carol Lombard, Virginia Bruce, 
Roscoe Karns, “Safety in Numbers,” 
Par. 

Maude T. Gordon, “Let’s Go Na- 
tive,” Par. 

Joan Bennett, Robert Montgom- 
ery, Sharon Lynn, Lumsden Hare, 
“In Love With Love,” Fox. 

Henry Armetta, “Father's Day,” 
M-G, then to Par. 

Charlotte Walker, “Yonder Grow 
the Daisies,” Fox, 

David Torrence, “Raffles,” UA. 

Metro has bought Arthur Schnitz- 
ler’s novel, “Daybreak.” 

M-G-M has purchased ‘Let Us Be 
Gay,” comedy, and “Rosalic,” musi- 





HIT THE DECK 


(ALL DIALOG, With Songs) 
(33% Color) 


Radio production and release featuring 
Jack Oakie and Polly Walker. Directed | 
by Luther Reed. Adapted from 
musical of same name with score by 
cent Youmans. Photographer, 
Kurrle; sound, Hugh McDowell; dances 
staged by Pearl Eaton. RCA Photophone 
recording. Technicolor sequence. At the 
Earl Carroll, New York, for twice daily 


stage 
Vin- } 
Robert | 





$2 run starting Jan, 14. Running time, | 
95 minutes, 

Dv ovnsecnesanhergcecedeeceess Jack Oakie 
Looloo Walker | 
BeBSe cacces Roger Gray | 
Bata cccccccccesccceccccsees ke Woods 
Bunny Harry Sw 
LMVinig...cccccccescocecs Marguerita Padula 
TET o 0 6668 6000006860 G6 o 660 68 00 June "lyde 
BSG, TD 4 o win 6 tees resi Ethel Clayton 


| the 


Nice program picture without un- 


| folding anything to class it as great, 





It's got Jack Oakie, an addition to 
the Youmans which 
tinkles, and color to help it on its| 
way to satisfactory grosses. There | 
can’t be much of an argument with | 
RKO which has decided not to drop 
its vaudeville for this film, and that 
decision about covers “Hit 
Deck.” It figures to do better with 
stage help. | 

Latest Radio output listens 


great 


séore by 


the } 
| 


as a 
Between 


(A 


piece of recording. 


the studio and this theatre, R‘ 


on 


| both ends, they can split the credit 


any way they want to, but it still} 


remains that opening night this film 


ran off better than anything Broad- | 
way has heard of late. And that’s 


despite some early mumbling by the 
comics which smothered their wit- 
ticisms. And speaking of the early 
portion of the picture, it’s a cross- 
section of smart film manufactur- | 
ing. Up to and including “Halle- | 
lujah,” the number, “Hit the Deck” 
looked as if it might turn into quite | 
an evening. Then the musical com- 
edy story and its love interest hop- 
ped too far out of the corner and 
dropped the anchor, 

Reed, the director,*has sent this 
feature away fast by a comedy re- 
cruiting sequence which includes a 
male chorus warbling in the street 
and shortly after a number by Oakie 
with eight girls behind him, still 
on the same thoroughfare. Similar 
to the street number in “Rio Rita.” 
It’s novel and it’s good because this 
isn’t the stage, it’s a picture. 

The “Hallelujah” item is rather 
awkwardly dragged in but couldn't 
afford to be dropped, so Marguerita 
Padula synthetically leads it with 
an octet of colored boy hoofers and 
16 colored damsels shaking it up 
as the punch in the supposed re- 
vival meeting. If not as dynamic in 
action as Seymour Felix’s concep- 
tion of it in the show, the studio 
scenic surroundings are important 
and the rurals won’t know the dif- 
ference, In fact, Pearl Eaton's 
staging of the numbers is ordinary 
and held up by the color process 
involved. 

Story is jumpy as put together 
for the screen, with its tendency to 
lag during the second half the weak 
point, As a script it was consid- 
ered excellent from the stage stand- 
point in that it finally unfolded an 
ingenue part that had some char- 
acter. But Polly Walker doesn’t 
appear to be cut out for pictures. 
Being rather a big girl is empha- 
sized in playing opposite the me- 
dium-height Oakie. Her voice is 
excellent and records well, but ap- 
pearance is still the main hurdle 
for the screen. 

For cast Oakie is practically 
holding it up alone. With his pre- 
vious pictures having established 
him he particularly predominates 
here because of the lack of opposi- 
tion. Yarn makes a “heel” of him 
for 80% of the footage and the fast 
changeover at the finish, as well 
as the heroime’s lightning slide for 
him, is something a lot of people 
will find it hard to condone. Doesn't 
matter much but it keeps this one 
from “smash” rating. 

Miss Padula does little or noth- 
ing with her colored mammy from 
which Stella Mayhew pried so much 
on the stage. Roger Gray and 
Franker Wood, both recruited from 
the original company, fit nicely 
though making it tough for Harry 
Sweet to stay with them. June 
Clyde and Ethel Clayton are only 
doing bits. 

Final 31 minutes are all color 
with the set a replica of a battle- 
ship deck. It is here that Miss 
Walker croons “Keeping Myself 
Just for You,” which won't have 
any trouble reaching popularity and 
is an addition since the show. 
“Hallelujah” and “Sometimes I’m 
Happy” have worn the trail too 
smooth to again become important 
to the score, although “Nothing 
Could Be Sweeter,” which many be- 
lieved was the best tune in the first 


score, may come to the front be- 
cause it never has had a heavy 
play. Brox Sisters deliver in this 


instance. 

“Hit the Deck” figures as satisfy- 
ing material, wholesale and, retail, 
and should enjoy solid figures. 
Where and if it develops into a 
holdover showing, that'll be a pleas- 
ant surprise for the house. But 
the betting will be against the two- 
week thing before it opens, and one 
solid week is regularly worth a fol- 





low-up dive on a fortnight attempt. 


| 


ACROSS THE WORLD 


(DISK LECTURE) 


Produced by Mr. and Mrs. Martin John- 
son and presented by Talking Picture 
Epics. Travelog and study of South Seas 


and Africa. Opening at $1.50 top at the 
Cohan, New YorR, Jan. 20. Running time, 
about 87 mins. J. Leo Meehan credited 


with direction. 


Mr. and Mrs. Martin Johnson re- 
visit what are gradually becoming 
familiar camera fields, Namely, 


| South Sea points and African brush. 


It’s fair, although sometimes tire- | 
some entertainment for the adult | 
film addict. Children, particularly 
the lads of Boy Scout age, will go for 
it lustily. Among other points di- 


rected for its success commercially, 
Johnsons have worked three 
young scouts into the last quarter. 

If an animal and head hunter pic- 


ture study could ever be caught in| 


its realm of real sound it would 
| truly be an interesting novelty. In | 
this version, like in predecessors, 


the only sound is supplied via disk 
after the original print is back in 
the U. S. 

Lecture angle is used by Mr. John- 


| son most often to eulogize the forti- 


tude and womanly qualities of his 
wife. 


like this, or a part of it, no doubt. 
The diction of the speaker is at all 
times good and the spoken lines | 
ivery often add considerable to the 
dramatic value of a long stretch of 
land that would ordinarily be taken 
for grazing,steers on good old Amer- 


ican plains. 

To the observer of many pictures, 
the cannibals will prance too pre- 
cisely in thickets and purveyors of 
preserved heads are too candid in 


| the selling of their wares to be per- | 
|forming spontaneously for the John- | 


sons’ camera. Dangerous positions 
of various members of the party, 
especially the intrepid Mrs. Johnson, 
are also remembered by the initi- 
ated to have been protected by an 
immediate camera party and gun 
crew. 

Many fans will dislike the intro- 
ductions to the various spots camera 
hunted. Consciousness that the 
African action is being faded out of 
a drawing room in which the John- 
sons are projecting to a few select 
friends in evening clothes is bound 
to cut away from the suspense 
which is always realized in the 
forceful present. 

Too much stress throughout the 
travel is made upon protection. ‘ For 
instance, elephants, crocodiles, birds 
and other beasts are admittedly 
photographed from the side of a 
steam-propelled vessel. Again the 
hunt for lions is relieved of the 


|arduous trek by a ride in a shiny 


new car on which the trade-mark 
is conspicuously displayed. 

30y Scout thing, on their first ex- 
perience with the lions, is overdone 
by closeups of shaking knees. Again, 
a golf game has to be. inserted in 
which dions are shown dodging the 
balls. Too much American Zoo at- 
mosphere for the big thrill that a 
picture in this locale should have 
provided. Waly. 


THE LOCKED DOOR 


(ALL DIALOG) 


United Artists production and release. 
Directed by George Fitzmaurice. Barbara 
Stanwyck and Rod La Rocque featured. C. 
Gardner Sullivan adapted story from the 
Channing Pollock play, ‘Sign on_ the 
Door.’’ Photography by Ray June. Dialog 
by George Scarborough. At the Rialto, 








New York, Jan, 17. Running time, 70 
mins. j 

Frank Devereaux.......... Rod La Rocque 
Ann Carter...+.... +eee+- Barbara Stanwyck 
Lawrence Reagan...e+ees+s.- William Boyd 
Helen Reagan..... ..-Betty Bronson 
The Waiter......s+. e .-Harry Stubbs 


District Attorney.... 
Hotel Proprietor... «++-Mack Swain 
Telephone Girl..... eoess-2asu Pitts 
The Valet.......... eedrosecs George Bunny 


.-Harry Mestayer 


All the earmarks of a straight 
transcription from stage to screen 
of a formal piay, and for that rea- 
son, if for no other, a picture of no 
great ’story distinction. Assets are 
the dramatic sock that is inherent 
in the play material, albeit some- 
what diluted by repetition of simi- 
liar situations during the late epi- 
demic’ of society murder dramas, 
and the capital acting of a smooth, 
easy cast, chief among them being 
Barbara Stanwyck, an actress of 
much character. First rate program 
material. It will please any clien- 
tele, but probably won't achieve 
any special draw, 

Production one of fine taste and 
a good deal of elegance in makeup 
and handling, embellished by ad- 
mirable settings, although they are 
formal interiors for a society play. 
An introductory episode has to do 
with a raid on a floating cabaret 
in which heroine and heavy are in- 
volved, this being studio stuff 
visualized where the play merely 
described it as antecedent story. 
Effective here, with good screen 
values both in drama and comedy. 

Comedy, by the way, enters trick- 
ily into the picture, being woven 
into its most heavily dramatic se- 
quences for surprise laughs. Comedy 
telephone girl, played to a nicety by 
Zasu Pitts, who never misses a studio 
trick, supplies the relief humor in 
the punch scenes, where police are 
probing what looks like a murder 
and when a husband is trying to 
save his wife by assuming guilt 
and wife seeking to do the husband 
the same familiar service. 

Play is admirably built up to this 
highlight scene in that painstaking 





way that is characteristic of the | 


Thousands of housewives will | 


stage, but doesn’t serve so well for 
a sustained picture, even with the 
help of dialog. Result is a somewhat 
lagging effect common to a great 
many of stories transplanted from 
the stage. 

Picture is nicely exploited here 
in concentrating on the human in- 
terest involved in the woman's sac- 
rifice and the sexy angle of a 
woman's love that makes her re- 
veal a secret to save her husband. 
All literary hoke, but not without 





its popular appeal when neatly 
served. 

It's a particularly theatrical lot, 
but saved from dullness by its at- 


mosphere of elegance in acting and 
as noted before by the handling of 
the principal role by Miss Stanwyck. 


Rod La Rocque as the heavy. and 
Betty Bronson, William Boyd and 
Rush. 





| Harry Meystayer. 
' 


IT’S A GREAT LIFE 


(ALL DIALOG) 
(27% Color) 

Metro production and release, starring the 
Duncan Sisters. Directed by Sam Wood. 
Story by Byron Morgan, with dialog by 
Willard Mack and business by Al Boasberge. 
Cameraman Peverell Marley. At the Capi- 
tol, N. Y., week of Jan. 17. Running time, 
4 minutes. 

Hogan Rosetta Duncan 

Babe Hogan Vivian Duncan 
1 Sepapae DORR. « sé cis teesedect Lawrence Gray 
Jed Prouty 
Rubin 


| David Parker 
Friedman. 


Good entertainment and more in- 
telligently handled than most of the 
buckstage yarns. Substantial per- 

| centage of the footage is devoted to 
| songs, numbers and comedy busi- 
ness, which is no cause for com- 
plaint, as plots certainly amount to 


very little in most musicals, stage 
| or screen. 
Duncans give composed and sur- 


prisingly sincere performances. 
Their serious moments in particular 
commend praise in which Director 
Sam Wood, and maybe Willard 
Mack, should participate. It is espe- 
cially unexpected to find Rosetta, 
the clown member, capable of dis- 
tilling some genuine pathos. Clowns, 
and it seems to apply more’ when 
they're women, have a faculty of 
being pretty indigestible when turn- 
ing serious. 

Peverell Marley, among tHe coast’s 
crack cameramen, has done an ex- 
cellent job in giving the girls the 
sort of photographic support people 
from the stage pray for if they 
know what cameramen can do. In 
fact, the studio has handled them 
very smartly throughout. 

“It’s a Great Life” has to be ac- 
cepted as entertainment designed 
and geared for the masses. That 
needs a willingness to overlook the 
slightness of plot, the recourse to 
color splurges for the production 
sock and other items of triteness. 

Lawrence Gray has the only part 
of size other than the sisters. He is 
the conceited chap who marries 
Vivian and breaks up the act. Jed 
Prouty’s duty is to love Rosetta si- 
lently and get left out of the shuf- 
fle when Rosetta and Vivian decide 
that happiness is possible only in 
being together. The actor has a 
place, but the department store 
manager is not in the picture. 

Where the Duncans have played 
in person this one ought to be big, 
despite their stage draw having 
been weak of late. Elsewhere, and 
for general consumption, it’s good 
lightweight singing and clowning 
divertissement. Land. 


NIGHT RIDE 


(ALL DIALOG) 


Universal production and release. Story 
by Henry La Cossitt, with dialog by Tom 
Reed. Story supervision by C. Gardner 
Sullivan. Direction by John S. Robertson. 
Photography, Alvin Wyckoff. Recording, 
Cc. Roy Hunter. Joe Schildkraut featured, 
At the Colony, New York, week of Jan. 13. 
Running time, 58 mtus. 

Joe Rooker. ..ccccecscessees Joe Schildkraut 
Ruth Kearns Barbara Kent 
Tony Garot‘ea........Kaward G. Robinson 
GD CY LMEEG «0.06 60 bs00estanae Harry Stubbs 
Capt. O’Donnell...... DeWitt Jennings 





Racketeering underworld meller . 
done with a refreshing touch, pack- 
ing more than 4 deal of punch and 
indicating it ought to sell at all box 
offices. “Taken for a Ride” as a 
title would have better explained 
what happens here. Edward G. 
Robinson is a finished and polished 
actor, ideal for the character he en- 
acts. Joe Schildkraut, the reporter 
who invites the enmity of the killer, 
is too often theatrical, and prin- 
cipally in the more tense scenes, 

Early shots reveal Schildkraut as 
a reporter type that’s rare, with 
words put into his mouth by the 
dialog writer which are far from 
natural. Later on the part and 
Schildkraut assume a more realistic 
flavor. Sequences particularly well 
written and directed are those in 
which the racketeer and reporter 
face each other with shots likely to 
be loosed any moment. Outstanding 
is the episode that has Garottea tak- 
ing the dauntless reporter and a pal 
for a ride that is to end when a 
speed boat carries them far out to 
sea where one of the racketeer’s 
booze ships lays at anchor. How the 
| newspapermen turn captor into cap- 
tive as the boat is on its way, with 
the shots on the water uncommonly 
effective directorially and photo- 
igraphically, provides an exciting and 
| attention-holding climax. It's a 
happy ending, with Schildkraut find- 
ling his newly married wife (Bar- 
| bara Kent) safe in the hospital with 
(Continued: on page 30) 
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House Managers . . . Publicity and 
Exploitation Men... Ahoy! 


Grab Your Mops and-Hit the Deck. It's Clean-up Day 


in the Navy! Radio's Grand Fleet of Gorgeous Spectacle 
Booming Over the Horizon... Mightier than “Rio Rita”... 


START TO. PLAN NOW FOR THE BIGGEST 
MONEY-GETTING ENGAGEMENT OF THE YEAR 


... A TIDY ‘SET-UP FOR THE SHOWMAN WITH 
BRAINS AND GUTS} 





AND THE RADIO TITANS MIGHTY AFFILIATED 
ORGANIZATIONS BACK YOU WITH THE 
GREATEST SHOW CAMPAIGN EVER DEVISED! 
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3 ATTLE-WAGON RIDES 
_ INTO ACTION! 


Titan Shells Whistle Throug hB.O. 
Records at $2. Carroll NY. in 
Ind Week of Whoopla Business! 


Knock All-time Orpheum L. A. 
Figures Galley West in 3rd Week 


of Furious Bombardment! 
































Long-range Guns Blaze Away 
at Other Keys! 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Jack Warner's radio statement that Fox coast houses were showing 
no Warner or First National pictures got thoroughly garbled after a 
couple of days of word-of-mouth repetition on coast boulevards. The 
curb story had it that his statement had been an out-and-out defy to 
Fox and the coast chain. 

What Warner actually said was that the information is to where 
WB and FN pictures were playing was available to the public by phon- 
ing “the Warner Hollywood theatre. Out-of-town listeners are invited 
nightly by KFWB to send names and addre 
ings in their locality. 





enormous ledgers with an 
This 
nd lines for every day of the month. 
>» individual, and the pay, with 
‘tals. Purpose is to answer squawkers who claim they 


are eins Cisct sed ALAINST 


Central Casting Bur : ntains a set of 


entire page de ted ¢t each extra working through the bureau. 


Ss & rec b Ss W ; iven 


Only eoccasiomal cemplaints are received, invariable refutation wising 
&x check kept on their work. Squawks come 
in directly or indirectly concerning extras who have influential friends 
or relatives. The niece of a high county official, the daughter of a news- 
paper executive, the wife of a deputy sheriff, the brother of a city editor, 
or even a member of the family of a composing room foreman may start 
a kick which finally reaches the producers’ association and is straight- 
ened out as a matter of good will. Individuals related to a possible pres- 
sure bearer are spotted, frequently taking care themselves to explain 
just who their influential relatives are when registering. No unusual 


up individuals to the elaborate 


preference is. given them on that account. However, when little Nell 
sobs at home that she isn’t being done right by, the figures are. there to 
show that she gets as many calls as the average for her type. 


One good looking femme told her boy friend, who happened to be a 
deputy district attorney, that she had turned down a date with one of 
the casting bureau personnel and since had received no calls. The kick 
didn’t come through officially but Dave Allen heard about it and checked. 
The bureau’s records showed that the femme had been averaging one 
day a week more work since the time of the alleged turn down than she 
had before. The boy friend was given the dope confidentially and no 
more was said about it. 

These ledgers are only one item in an elaborate system of records and 
triple checks kept on the activities of the casting bureau purely for 
protection from criticism. Allen estimates that half of the bureau’s 
overhead is spent on “defense,” or records entirely outside the bureau’s 
functions in casting. An entire department devoted to handling re- 
quests from studios for specific individuals is under direction of Fritz 
iReetson. “Requests” are made out in triplicate, and the machinery of 
this department’s functioning would fascinate the editors of “System.” 
Every effort made to reach the individuals desired is noted on the records 
until the contact is actually made. Reports go daily to each studio 
listing any requested persons not reached, and the reasons given. In 
eases where the extra’s phone is disconnected, written confirmation of 
this fact is obtained from the telephone company in proof. 

One of the most prominent directors in the business made a friendly 
and informal suggestion that the casting bureau should know the talking 
ability of its people. He had just completed his first talker and he de- 
clared that hardly any of the people furnished him had been able to 
handle dialog. The bureau, in fact, has thorough records on the voices 
of its_people both for dramatic talking and singing. 

Folder containing all orders for extra talent on this director’s picture 
was brought out, and the records showed 9914% of them were requests 
by the director’s staff for specific people. Director took his squawk back 
to the lot and did a little heart-to-heart suggesting to his aides. 

So far this year an average of only 450 extras have been working 
daily. 





An important Chicago film exchange recently tried to cover a booking 
boner pulled in one of its exhibiting subsidiaries, a Chicago chain, but 
was outwitted by the press agent of a rival exhibitors’ chain, also na- 
tional. 

Theatre chain of the important distributor neglected to book a pic- 
ture for which special boosting had been ordered, the film being deemed 
needless in the light of crowded bookings. As a result, the picture was 
sold to the competing chain for a loop run, On the heels of this there 
Was a request from New York that the picture should -play the exchange’s 
own theatres there. The exchange immediately sought to have the con- 
tract with the competing chain broken, not openly but by offering to 
cancel the contract since “the censors have mutilated the picture and 
it is worthless to you or anybody else.” Purchaser was ready to drop 
the picture, but its press agent insisted on a screening at the exchange. 

While the picture was being shown the press agent sent an office boy 
to the operating booth for all cuts, The boy returned, handed them to 
him, and he lammed. At his office he examined the slices. There were 
three minor ones. His chain did not acquiesce to the exchange’s willing 
cancellation and ended by booking the film in its only loop run house 
instead of a vaudfilm theatre. . 





M-G-M is outfitting the first seagoing sound stage by its acquisition 
of a 150¢foot schooner to be used in filming “The Sea Bat” along the 
coast of Mexico. 

Wesley Ruggles is slated to direct, with most of the action to be 
aquatic. ¥: 

Will Rogers’ sense of publicity values prompted Fox to switch its plans 
for his next story and follow his huncli to buy “So This Is London,” 
as his next starring talker. 

Joing to London to the disarmamient confab, Rogers’ saw oodles of 
publicity for a picture with this title which could cash in on his syndi- 
cated press stuff that will emanate from the cowboy-actor-writer. Fox 
saw the light and immediately got busy putting the stage play into 
screen form to be ready for Rogers on his return to Hollywood. 





Fox-Movietone News now supposedly has so much matter coming in 
that thousands of feet are being thrown away or placed in stock. Con- 
siderable amount of footage came in from the South Sea cruise re- 
cently completed and the best of the stuff shot is being used from time 
to timé. 

All units in the Movietone News organization are now considered well 
organized, the British and other foregin units contributing a large 
amount of footage weekly. This, together with the matter arriving 
from trucks all over the U. S. is what originally dnstigated the Fox 
thought of seven issues a week. Idea has apparently been discarded 
since the combination with Hearst, but the surplus Fox footage ex- 
plains why many of the clips are being given Hearst credit titles. 





Publix and United Artists spent a couple of days pouting at each 
other recently over the “control figures” of the Rialto and Rivoli, New 
York. Both companies are reported overboard on product they’d like to 
cut loose, so when a UA Rivoli film recently dipped below that theatre’s 
control total, Publix drew UA’s attention to it and, being the operator, 
withdrew the UA feature for a Paramount picture. 

L'A’s chance came a little later when a Paramount film at the Rialto 
slipped off the control curb. This fact was called to Publix’s attention 
and on a tit-for-tat basis UA insisted that its next release be sent into 
the 42d street house. This led to around 19 changes in dates on the 
UA film’s Rialto opening, multiple contradictory wires being sent the 
daily paper film columns regarding announcement of the premier. 





In its Minneapolis newspaper ads for “The Love Parade,” Publix 
“apologized” to the public for the “risqueness” of Chevalier’s songs. 
“If some of the songs he sings are a bit risque,” read the ads, “remember 





sses for mailing lists of show- | " : 4 - a 
the Strauss firm and sharing in the profits on a perecntage plan, Strauss, 





it is Chevalier who sings them. If the songs Jeanette MacDonald sings 
are romantic and love inspiring, just remember she’s after the dashing, 
debonair, daring Maurice Chevalier.” 

Public accepted the “apology” and flocked. Theatre men handed 
George Tyler, Century theatre’s press agent, the palm for getting the 
idea of the picture’s daring before prospective customers in a new and 
naive manner. 





Warners appears to have received a great break in the Beacon:the- 
atre, New York, deal. Straight sound film house seems fairly sure of 
sticking in the profit class. After the theatre had lain idle for a couple 
of years with no takers, Warners eased in. 

S. W. Strauss & Co., bankers, hold the property. Warners is said to 
be in on a free ducat (no rent) operating and running the theatre for 


from accounts, is perfectly satisfied to see.no more than 6% of its orig- 


|} inal investment come out of the deal, or enough to pay off the bond 
holders with regularity. 


So far, things look rosier than six per for 
Strauss and good enough for Warners. 





Paramount film contracts have been revised to include a clause giving 
the exhibitor the right to choose whether or not he wants arbitration, 
this action following on the heels of the arbitration system’s upset 
through the recent Judge Thatcher ruling declaring it unconstitutional. 

If the exhibitor account wants arbitration, efforts will be made to settle 
disputes in the usual manner. 

Par, warning its exchanges to give the matter of the added clause 
careful attention, made a rubber stamp for all contracts pending the 
actual printing of the temporary clause in its agreements between dis- 
tributor and exhib which goes into the revised forms. 





Alexander Korda has been assigned by Fox to make the retakes for 
“Such Men Are Dangerous” which were being made by the late Ken- 
neth Hawks at the time of the crash between two planes off Santa 
Monica. Complete new ending for the picture is to be made. Harlan 
Thompson writing the new finish. 

Additional air scenes for the picture, showing a parachute jump, are 
needed, but in view of the recent tragedy the studio will attempt to use 
stock shots to cover. If desired scenes are not available, they will 
be photographed as originally intended. 





Overlooking nothing in the way of publicizing color with a view to 
creating demand, Technicolor is now sending speakers before clubs and 
other gatherings to talk on the newest wrinkle in pictures, 

Blake McVeigh of the Erickson Company, handling Tech. publicity and 
advertising, delivered an address before the Rotary Club, Newark, last 
week. He predicted without reservation that everything would be color 
in two years. McVeigh has already been invited, as a result of his New- 
ark speech, to try his elocution on Rotarians in Newton and Elizabeth, 
es Os 





Warners Flatbush studio is now installed: on its new stage, built 
since last year, while the “old” stage, hardly more than two years 
of age, is brought up to date on technical equipment and construction. 

With the Flatbush plant complete, Warners is performing an act of 
civic philanthropy by removing the debris that has made an eyesore of 
the lot across the lane, used,as long as most memories can recall as a 
cemetery for automobiles. 

Warners is cleaning it up, and will seed the land with grass. 





A movement is said to be underway to propose a national. organization 
to take up the troubles of the independent exhibitor, also to become the 
contact between the chains and the unions. W. A. McAdoo or Jos. 
Henneberry have been mentioned in connection as the head of the new 
formation, with Henneberry reported just now as most favorably con- 
sidered. 

The proposal is said to have been put underway by the theatre division 
of films. The producing end has the Hays office. 





As both a sales inducement and guide to exploitation, Inspiration 
Pictures is distributing 15,000 copies of a specially prepared book con- 
taining photographs, technical data and the story proper of “Hell Harbor” 
(UA) among exhibitors. 

Book is much more pretentious than ordinary exploitation material. 
It has a stiff back cover, and the story is revealed in literary form, with 
photograph illustrations, as a novelette, Attractive qualities take it out 
of the throwaway classificaion. 





Pete Harrison is waging a one man fight for projection room reviewing, 
now pratically obsolete. Being under the necessity of catching all 
pictures himself, Pete doesn’t like to wait for theatre showings and hints 
that producers don’t want him to see certain pictures in advance because 
they are not so hot. 

It’s pretty generally accepted in the trade, and particularly since dialog 
further complicated things, that a fair estimate cf a picture cannot be 
obtained when viewed cold in a projection room without benefit of audi- 
ence reaction. : 





Current Laurel and Hardy comedy, although distributed domestically 
as a two reeler, will be a five reel feature in foreign countries. This 
is due to the less stringent censorship laws in the continental and South 
American countries. 

New picture, with a night club background, offered an ideal spot for 
interpolation of solo dances that couldn’t get by in any state here. 
Studio took full advantage and let the picture run. Same plan will be 
used in other films made by Hal Roach whenever they can stand the 
padding process. 





Audiences are evidently still thumbs down on the unhappy ending. 
Paramount discovered this at its two previews of “Street of Chance.” 
Although the studio, and those of the film bunch who have seen it, rate 
it as one of the best of its kind since the advent of talkers, 90% of the 
postcard returns from the preview audiences advise letting William 
Powell live, instead of passing out. Studio, however, will let it go out 
as is. 

Fox is also more or less pondering over the public’s reception of “Men 
Without Women” which comes under the same summary as “Street of 
Chance.” 





For the first time, a studio has made a direct appeal to the highbrows 
for support of a. picture. Film is the “Rogue Song” playing at the 
Hollywood Chinese, 

Idea* was Joe Polonsky’s of the M-G press department, who sent 10,000 
photographic invitations to the intelligentsia of the Hollywood Bowl Asso- 
ciation, L. A. Grand Opera Association, Women’s Music Federation, 
German music societies and a score of other similar organizations, 





For the first time M-G-M is using all 12 of the foreign language papers 
in Los Angeles to advertise “The Rogue Song,” playing at the Chinese. 
Experiment is being carried out to.see whether or not the opera star, 
Lawrence Tibbet, can draw the foreigners. : 

If the idea goes, foreign papers in all key cities will profit whenever 
pictures of a musical nature are shown by this company. Idea was put 
over by George Brown, who is handling the Chinese campaign. 





Couple of Hollywood extra players, who have tried to crash the studios 
by representing themselves as correspondents of South American 
papers, used new tactics with the visit to New York of President-elect 
Ortiz Rubio, of Mexico, Extras got the publicity boys stirred up by 
saying they were the only ones with authority who could steer’ the presi- 
dent to the studios. 

All the p. a.’s were mapping out plans for the president’s visit, until 





Continued on page 48 
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FIXING FOX 


(Continued from page $) 
ises of co-operation he had received 
from “the Street,” the letter goes 
on: 

“At this juncture (the market 
break) there was presented to me 
(what I now believe to have been a 
cleverly concocted scheme) in the 
form of a friendly gesture in which 
all that was necessary was for me 
to place in the hands of ‘friends’ the 
control of the companies I headed, 
and in turn these so-called ‘friends’ 
would see to it that the probiems of 
ithe companies would be solved. ... 

“Within 48 hours after tnis ar- 
rangement had been entered into it 
became evident to me that instead 





of an attempt to help and protect, 
I had placed myself in the hands 
of those who were détermined to 


make capital of the difficulties of 
my organizations, for which they 
themselves were in part responsi- 
ble. . . . I found myself arrayed 
against the most powerful forces in 
the financial world. . .. They told 
me that the gods of Wall Street had 
practically proclaimed my doom and 
ithat nothing on earth could prevent 
this great money machine from 
mowing me down.” 





Fox Films and Fox Theatres 
filed answer to the sovernment suit 
junder the Clayton Act to separate 


;Fox from control of Loew’s. An- 
;swer points out that Loew stock 

(amounting to 660,900 shares) is 
;jowned by Fox theatres and Fox 
films has no interest in the owner- 
iship. Answer asked dismissal of the 
suit on the ground of insufficient 
fact and allegations to justify a suit 
in equity. 

Counsel for the class A stockhold- 
ers served notice the stockholders 
would oppose the Fox Securities 
plan. 

Meantime, Fox went ahead with 
his campaign to float $35,000,000 of 
notes. A group of theatre owners 
met Fox himself, heard his descrip- 
tion of the plan and issued a state- 
ment they were convinced Fox could 
solve his difficulties with the pro- 
posed $35,000,000 and pledged them- 
selves to make “a substantial sub- 
scription” to the notes and to urge 
exhibitors elsewhere to do likewise. 
Document was signed by William 
Benton, Samuel Bendheim, Chris H. 
Buckley, Sidney S. Cohen, Fred 
Dolle, H. B. Koppin, Howard Payne, 
Mort Shea, H. W. Scherer, Morton 
Thalheimer, Frank C. Walker and 
Harry Zeitz, all exhibitors in the 
east and south. 

Matter rested there with Fox 
taking an office in Times Square 
and organizing for a campaign to 
float the new notes. Saturday the 
stockholders’ committee, through 
Stanley Lazarus, made application 
for an equity receivership of Fox 
companies in the Federal Court, 
naming 11 defendants and asking 
for a restraining order preventing 
them from transferring assets from 
one corporation to another or com- 
mingling assets with those of any 
other corporation. 

Complaint was based on an- 
nouncement of the new plan—called 
“the Brown plan”’—alleging that 
proposal had been made to transfer 


‘| $70,000,000 from Fox companies to 


Fox Securities. 

Samuel Untermyer, counsel for 
Fox, said the application for a re- 
ceiver would be vigorously opposed, 
that the corporations were “over- 
whelmingly solvent.” It was ex- 
pected that this stockholders’ suit 
would not be pushed immediateiy, 
the parties awaiting the outcome of 
a conference today (Wednesday) 
attended by Fox trustees, a num- 
ber of banks, creditors of Fox com- 
panies and the stockholders’ coun- 
sel and other interests involved. 





Bridgeport, Conn., Jan. 21. 

Sylvester Z. Poli, who sold his 
chain of theatres to William Fox 
one year ago for more than $20,- 
000,000, refused to say today whether 
or not he would reclaim the the- 
atres. A payment of $500,000 is due 
Poli Feb. 14. 

Poli is said to hold a first mort- 
gage of $14,000,000. 

Mr. Poli stated that he feels 
“quite comfortable’ about the deal 
and is not worrying. He added 
that so far all obligations of Fox 
to him have been readily met. 
When Fox bought the chain he 
paid Poli $4,000,000 and has paid 
$700,000 more in interest since that 
time. 





Korda on “Heltl’s Belles” 
Hollywood, Jan. 21. 
Alexander Korda, taken off ‘‘The 
Dollar Princess” as Fox couldn't 
connect for the rights, will direct 
“Hell’s Belles,” by George Gros- 
smith and Zolton Korda, Alex’s 
brother, 
Production into work Feb. 1 with 
J. Harold Murray and Fifi Dorsay. 
Yarn is melodramatic with music. 
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NEW ORLEANS 


States: “She is more adorable than 
she has ever been in the film. She 
acts and plays the part with great 
skill. The ‘picture has been espe- 
cially well directed and handled and 
is hound to pack the Saenger as no 
other has.. It is a knockout as a box 
office attraction, being full of tender 
love, passion, hate.and jealousy.” 





ATLANTA 


Georgian: ‘Miss Talmadge is at 
Her Best in New Talkie. The dia- 
logue and action are practically 
foolproof. Go to see this picture at 
the Paramount. Norma Talmadge 
is her usual, beautiful and charm- 
ing self.’’ 
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Journal: + ‘New York Nights’ is a 
skilfully made film, always interest- 
ing and stirring. It serves to con- 
vey Norma Talmadge safely to the : 
talkie shores.”’ . : % * 


c 


> 
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Constitution: ‘‘Her voice rings 
clear, true, convincing. Norma is 
as delightful as ever. Gilbert Roland 
has a part that suits him well.’’ 








OMAHA 


Eve. World: “A melodrama with 
a’number of situations high-keyed 
with suspensé. The star is at her 
appealing best. This talkie, with 
its musical interludes and songs, 
moves.at a rapid tempo. Climax 
of great suspense.”’ 
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News: “Miss Talmadge’s acting 
ability is well known and what her [. 
admirers will probably want to hear 
about is her screen voice. It’s good. 
Miss Taimadge spoke. lines with 
clearness and expression, using her 
old trick of reserved style of. emo- 
tionalism as capably as she has 
been doing, in: silent pictures, A. 
real thrill.’* . 








BUFFALO 
Courier & Express: ‘It’s an inter- 
esting story and it holds attention.” 


Times: “In her first talking picture, 
the star of ‘Camille,’ ‘The Woman 
Disputed’ and ‘Smilin’ Through’ 
has a character particularly suited 
to her talents. Norma Talmadge’s 
first . talking picture . is_ also. her 
most ambitious _film,’ 


-| NORMA TALMADGE 


eal In her latest screen sensation—Her first ALL TALKING Picture 


Fox 


net. Presented by 44 ! 44 With 
“he JOSEPH M, N EVV GILBERT 
“vr SCHENCK ROLAND 


LEWIS MILESTONE Production 
The Theme Song, “A YEAR FROM TODAY,” by’Al Jolson. Published by Irving Berlin, Inc. 
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Extended Runs 
Everywhere J 





Now in its 5th capacity witble at.the Winter 
Garden, New York 


Set for 3 weeks at the Pantheon, Toledo 
4 smashing weeks in Hartford 
Indefinite run at the Boyd, Philadelphia 


Set for 3 weeks at the California Theatre, 
San Francisco 


Indefinite run at the Warner Bros., Holly- 


In és i big week at Empress, Oklahoma. 16 wi NW Pa NG 


City 


2 weeks at the Cameo, Bridgeport, Conn. 3 THE PLAU DITS 








Set for 3 weeks at the Capitol, Spring- 
. field, Mass. eee ae OF THE is 
—and it’s just : ; 


started ! Watch * | WORLD ] om | ih 


it go! 





ENTIRELY IN TECHNICOLOR | 

with Alexander Gray, Joe E. Brown, Pert no 

Kelton, Ford Sterling, T. Roy Barnes, > Pictures 

Duffy. Directed by John Francis Dillon from | , 
Florenz Ziegfeld’s musical. comedy by Guy 


Bolton, author, and Jerome Kern, composer. 


A First NATIONAL and \\Vitaeo=: PICTURE | 


"Vitophone” is the registered trade mark of the Vitaphone Corp. designating its products 
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ew Lankford Bill 
Aims at Closing 


Just Film-Legit 





interstate commerce. 
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midnight Saturday night until 12 
o'clock midnight Sunday night. 
Evidence that exhibition, perform- 
ance, or show has been put on or 
conducted during said 24 hours 
shall establish a presumption that 
everything done to bring about said 
performance was done with the in- 
tent and for the purpose of said 
Act.” 

This is further augmented by sec- 
tion 6 wherein he makes the proposal 
apply to any individuai traveling in 





If this bill should be put over 
it will mean that New York and 
| California will be the only oper 


Washington, Jan. 21. 
William Cc. Lankford, from 
Georgia, has still another idea. This 
is the third, but in bringing this 
one out via a bill in the House he} 
has abandoned his first thought. 
Democratic reformer, who ad 
mittedly has plenty of church o1 
ganizations backing him, has given 


up the idea of stopping everything 
in general on Sunday, and now 
confines the new proposal to the 
picture and legit theatres. 

His new bill aims to prohibit the 
“showing on Sunday of films trans- 
ported in interstate commerce and 
to prohibit Sunday shows, perform- 
ances, and exhibitions by theatrical 
troupes traveling in interstate com 


spots on Sunday unless picture and 
legit producers established them-| 
selves in every state. Those fol 

lowing such things aimed at 
amusements do not discount the 

possibilities of anything sponsored 
| by Congressman Lankford. Last 
session there were several tight! 
spots on his previous Sunday law 


merce, and for other purposes 

On the interstate phase the Con 
gressman has profited by the flop 
of the law governing the showing 
of prize fight films (incidentally | 


also from a Georgia member of the 
House) and in defining that phase 
specifically states that it shall 
unlawful either to ship, mail, ex- 
press, well as to receive, 
or transport, from state to state. 

He is careful to protect his “wel- 
fare” bill of last week wherein 
Uncle Sam would furnish the en- 
tire country films free, gratis, and 
without charge to any kind of an 
organization. He does that pro- 
tecting by including “exhibition or 
use of films to produce motion pic- 
tures for commercial purposes.” 

Section 5 covers the legit thea- 
tre: 

“That it shall be unlawful for 
any theatrical troupe, or any per- 
son, or persons, constituting a part 
or parcel of such troupe to travel 
in interstate commerce for the pur- 
pose of showing, exhibiting, or as- 
sisting in a show, theatrical per- 
formance, or exhibition of any kind 
for commercial purposes, at any 
time during 24 hours from 12 o’clock 


etc., 


as 


be | 





which almost brought the measure | 





to the floor with a full committee 
recommendation behind it. 
Mr. Lankford sees a_ decided} 


chance for his latest proposal 


Actor Immunity Bill | 
Albar Ja 2 
A bill en introduced i 
New York Legislature 
blyman Post amending 
law in relation to immoral plays} 
and the use of property therefor. 
The measure would not place any 
responsibility on the actor, musi- 
cian or stage hands in the presen- 
tation of indecent or obscene per- 
formances unless the court shall 
have passed upon the matter, found 
the actor’s part a_ violation of 
the law. And the actor, musician 
or stage hand shall have been for- 
mally notified to refrain from con- 
tinuing. 


nas | 


Assem- 
the penal} 


by 


2-MINUTE PLUGS 


Chicago, Jan. 


21. 

“Publix Paragraphs,” introduceu 
asa B. & K. feature at the Chicago, 
will be extended to all B. & K. 
houses. 

This screen news concerns the pic- 
ture world and exploits future book- 
ings. C. A. Leonard, newest on the 
p. a. staff is editor. Reel runs two 
minutes. 








Just Forgot! 





Cleveland, Jan. 21. 

Height of dumbness for the- 
atre managers was hit recent- 
ly by a local umpchay who had 
5,000 hand bills printed bally- 
hooing a talker. 

Had ’em all peddled out be- 
fore he discovered he had for- 
gotten to include the name of 
his theatre. 


Booth Boys Teach ‘Hands’ 


How to Run Projectors 
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| 
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Milwaukee, Jan. : 
Wi about 100 stagehands idle 
and no prospects of stage shows) 


increasing, the picture operators 
and stagehands unions have come 
to an agreement to aid each other 


in unemployment. 
All neighborhood theatres are be- 
ing used as schools for stagehands 


projection. The next night he goes 
theatre for more instruc- 
W he n, stagehands have 
completed their s« hooling, a shifting 
system of employment will be in- 
stituted. Through this system no 
operator will remain at one thea- 
tre for more than two weeks. To 
keep all members of the union em- 
ployed at least part time, they will 
be rotated between theatres. Scale 
now ranges from $40 to $90 a week 
for seven six hour days. 

Musicians, ousted with the advent 
of sound, will not be included in 
the arrangements. 


Ramish, Stern Quit 


Adolph Ramish has resigned from 
the board of directors of Fox West 
Coast Theatres. 

He is moving his offices 
downtown building. 


to another 


tion tne 


to a 





Chicago, Jan. 21. 
Herbert S. Stern, president of 
Balaban & Katz, resignation effec- 
tive today (Tuesday). 
Stern was one of the original or- 
ganizers of B. & K. 


| 
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Each night a different stagehand 
comes to the theatre for lessons in 
|} the elementary points of picture! 





16M. Sound On Film No Go for Homes; 
Studios Frown On Reducing Product 





Sound on film in the home is im- 
practicable. Radio, after devoting 
$2,000,000 in researe’: work 
experimentation, reluctantly 
admits this 

Behind 
ment ot 


decision 
the 
what pat 


virtual 
few months 


shaped as among the important 


phases of fireside 
bigger than 
of the 16mm 


pro Luk ers 


oe 


reason excessive re- 


tail cost set 
Film 


the idea of 


sound 


have frowned on 


any generai reduction 


of their standard theatre product 
for the home projector. 

This, developing from private in- 
vestigation into the scope on which 
reduced film libraries could be 
tablished, carries a greater signif- 
icance than just for the sound end. 


es- 


It means general limitation for the 
j} home market, which makes it fall 
far short as a remunerative propo 
sition except for those vendors who 
can see money in independently pro- 
ducing originals for 16mm. display 

The blow to home projection, both 





. ’ i 
sound and silent, so far as accessi 
bility to reduced professional per- 
formances are concerned, 
ted to have not been anticipated to 
the extent that it is now manifest- 
ing itself. While certain old prints 
are now in circulation in the min- 
iature size, and some comparatively 
new ones in the instances of a few 


companies, Universal leading, the 
investigation reveals th the field 
is minimized to these. Maintaining 


a library, even with the co-opera- 
tion of various regular film pro- 
ducers, would mean an initial outlay 
of dollars running well into the mil- 
lions, according to Radioites. This 
would have to be done before mass 
production on the projection equip- 
ment could be started. Considerable 
money would then be lost between 
the marketings, it is pointed out. 
RCA By Itself 

RCA Photophone, which last fall 
announced the home sound talker 
as one of its future bets, literally 
had the feld to itself so far as big 
electric relations are concerned. 


abandon- | 
ago | 


entertainment, is |} 


i of 


| 16mm. 
for 


is admit- | 





American Telephone and Telegraph 
had ruled Western Electric out of 
the home installation field, vesting 
RCA Photophone (General Electric) 
with that exclusive right. This, 
executives at that time declared, 
part of the cross patent li- 
agreement between the A. 


proteges. 


was a 
censing 
1. @ =: 
Other 
from the home fiek 
flop on the part of Radio scientists 
At two hearth models 
been perfected and are in the homes 
a few individuals. Mrs. David 
Sarnoff has one of them. But in- 
ability to retain quality and mini- 
mum cost is another detaii why 
mass production has not been or- 
dered. 
tadioites 
they will 


reasons for withdrawing 


contradict any 


least have 


claim, however, that 
continue to work on the 
size sound system—but only 
commercial business. 


$25,000 Staff Contest 


A $25,000 profit making contest 
among its personnel is now under 


way by Publix Plan is only in its 
embryonic stage with a committee 
of executives now at work in 
straightening out details. 


David Chatkin, general director of 
theatre management for the chain, 
is the originator. It will embrace 
the entire operating personnel of 
the system’s theatres. All prizes, 
according to present plans, will be 
in cash and in substance will effect 
operation and management depart- 
ments as an additional bonus for 
new and definite practices and 
ideas. 


WIRED HOTEL THEATRE FLOP 
Washington, Jan. 21, 
One of the town’s little theatres, 
“Wardman Park,” in the residential 
hotel of that name, flopped again 
even thovgh wired. \ 
Max Lowe, former booking agent 


and now with Meyer Davis, took the 
chance. 
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MASTER OF CEREMONIES 


CAPITOL, NEW YORK 
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Direction JERRY CARGILL 
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ready made au- 
dience of millions 


awaits your showing 


of this great mystery 
thriller, Serialized... 


novelized .. . adver- 


tised for sure money 
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ROXY THEATRE SUIT TO | MAKE YOUR OWN POSTERS 
HALT CORP. DISSOLVE) P22, bine Ocwings to House Mars. 
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KID THEATRE STAFF 
WHILE LIFTING RECEIPTS 


Macon, Ga., Jan, 21. 
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PAR-PHILCO HOOKUP Publix Drops “B” Route; 
TAKES IN ALL ANGLES Own Shows for 4 Houses 


Chicago, Jan. 21. —Filled in By Keyed Paint Colors 


. & K. has abandoned its “B” 

Throughout the United States un- a, os consisting of the Suit has been started in the Su- Oy, MARA: Ne CeR peer While hundreds of patrons in th 
usual tie-ups, 9specially in connec-/| Oriental, Granada and Marbro ; preme Court to prevent dissolution | designer is the aim of a new com- DP oe oe S08 
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of the Paramount-Philco national/at the Oriental might have been | Corp. and the Associated Holding | 6.40.5 money, Elicker’s plan calls | #8¢? Amos and his staff, told a few 


hookup. Under the Par-Philco 
(radio products) tie-up, D. W. May, 


hurt with the game units going to 





the neighborhoods, and the ex- 


Corp., original option holders of the 
property on which the Roxy The- 


for a service to theatres which 
makes poster designing cheap and 


jokes, took possession of the day’s 
receipts and made their getaway. 


atre is built. Suit was brought by 








Inc., distibutors of Philco in greater | pensive jump to Detroit. f “oof 
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ther the results of the Par-Philco |{!m was consumed. Hays organi-/| tion have made secret profits out | MMW@UKC€ SUITCd DY be coming in around 10 o'clock. He 
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territories as well. National post-| 
ing of “The Love Parade” 24 sheets 
begins this week. In February a 
Similar posting will be done on 
“Street of Chance.” 

National advertising, also arrang- 
ed under the Par-Philco hookup, 
with pages scheduled for national 
magazines starts this week on “The 
Love Parade” and on Feb. 15 the 
same advertising will be inserted 
for “Street of Chance.” Third pic- 
ture in the Par-Philco tie-up is 
“Vagabond King.” 











BY WHICH ALL STAGE 
ENTERTAINMENT IS 
JUDGED. 





fices to cease making shipments of 


“Because it is believed that pas- 
senger motor buses are not properly 
equipped to handle shipment of 
prints and to avoid in the future 
the probable claims that may be 
made that a like fire (referring to 
the Texas incident) was caused by 
motion picture film, you are re- 
quested to instruct all braneh of- 


prints, if any are now made by mo- 
tor buses, and to immediately ar- 
range for other means of carriage 
for such shipments.” 





WB Pitt Shakeup 


- Pittsburgh, Jan. 21. ‘ 
Another of those seasonal War- 
ner shake-ups last week and new 
faces spread all over the second 
floor of the Clark building. 

Ace Berry, general manager of 
the Warner interests in this dis- 
trict, was succeeded by Reeves 
Espy, original Skouras man, while 
George Tyson, who came on from 
Indianapolis several weeks ago, 
supplanted Larry B. Jacobs as di- 
rector of publicity. 

Berry is reported going with R- 
K-O in the mid-west division while 
Jacobs has connected with Tiffany 
as exploitation chief in the Pennsyl- 
vania territory. 

With the introduction of Publix 
units at the Stanley, leaving War 
ners with only one presentation 
house, the Enright, here Al Kaye, 
production manager, may be sent 
to Philadelphia. In this event, Jerry 
Mayhall, musical arranger, will 
likely be placed in charge of pro- 
duction. 

Berry was the fifth general mana- 
ger in two years for the local Stan- 
ley-Warner combination. 


DIVERSEY’S NAME CHANGE 
Chicago, Jan. 21. 

Fred Becklenberg, owner of the 
Diversey, won his eviction suit 
against the Asher Bros., and the 
house reverts to him Jan. 28. 
Publix will immediately take over 
the theatre, remodel the marque 





of these corporations. 

Paper declares that on Aug 10, 
1925, the stockholders were notified 
that after the payment of all of the 
debts of the Associated Pictures 
Corporation there would be left in 
the treasury of that corporation 
$200,000. Associated Holding Corp.., 
the petition alleges, acquired the 
option to purchase the property 
upon which the Roxy theaire is 
now located and thereafter, upon 
the erganization of the Roxy The- 
atre Corp., the option was trans- 
ferred for a large sum to that cor- 
poration. The amount of the profits, 
the petition alleges, is unknown, 

In addition, it is alleged, the or- 
ganizers Holding Corp. had insured 
the life of Barbara La Marr, late 
picture actress, and upon her death 
in 1926 collected $200,000 insurance. 


Lynn’s City Censors 


Lynn, Mass., Jan. 21. 

New mayor of Lynn, J. Fred 
Manning, is not going to revive the 
custom of appointing city censors to 
oversee all attractions in the the- 
atres. If he really does the man- 
agers are going to again find a 
wholesale demand for free tickets. 

Manning, it seems, is not at all 
satisfied with some of the shows in 
Lynn, declaring them decidedly 
risque. And he revives the old 
“free pass” system by. saying there 
is enough work here to warrant a 
staff of censors to keep watch over 
the theatres. 

First come, first served, probably 
will be the mayor’s slogan for the 
“citizen censors.” 


Paint-Smeared Lobbies 


Milwaukee, Jan. 21. 

Miramar and Studio theatres 
were given some early morning 
paint which police attribute to 
labor troubles. Boxoffices and lob- 
bies of both houses were well 
smeared. 

Circulars were recently distri- 
buted from house to house in the 
theatre neighborhoods warning pa- 
trons that they were in danger be- 
eause non-union pictyre operators 











and call it the Century. 








were employed. 





impression among 
local front. Max Balaban was here 
with several of the New York repre- 
sentatives of Publix inspecting 
theatres and sites. The Alhambra 
and other Universal houses are 
said to be the object of their visit, 
although no official verification has 
been forthcoming. 

Warners has had representatives 
in and out of town every week and 
good authority has it that they 
have finally decided to take over 
John R. Freuler’s new house at 
Second Street and Wisconsin Ave., 
as soon as it is completed. An 
auction sale was held Jan. 15 at 
which the entire contents of the 
old Butterfly, on the site of which 
the new house will be built, were 
sold. The Butterfly will be razed 
within the month as will the Olym- 
pic bowling alley structure on Sec- 
ond street which will form the 
other end of the new theatre. 

Minor details must be ironed out 
concerning the new house which 
Fox amnounced for Eighth and Wis- 
consin Ave. That the theatre will 
be built within the next two years, 
was established when the Kresge 
company, owners of the Merrill 
building in which the Fox Merrill 
is housed, announced the Fox lease 
expires next September. 





$1,294 SOUND VERDICT 

A jury in City Court gave a ver- 
dict for $1,294 in favor of the Phil 
Smith Theatres Co., against the 
Biophone Corporation, in a suit to 
recover $1,250. 

Plaintiff sued on the ground that 
on April 5 last a contract was made 
in Boston by which Biophone in- 
stalled a sound-producing machine 
in the Royal theatre, Providence, 
R. I, for $1,300, and by the agree- 
ment the defendant was to remove 
the machine in a month and the 
plaintiff was to have the money 
back if the apparatus proved un- 
satisfactory. Plaintiff gave notice 
of dissatisfaction, but the Biophone 
company did nothing, it is alleged. 





Paramount will go into work on 
“Dangerous Dan McGrew,” at the 
Astoria plant, Feb. 1. 


relieved of about $600. Bandit then 
clipped the phone wires as he joked 
with the staff. Addressing them, the 
main lad said: “We don’t want your 
money. You’re poor, hard working 
people. All we want is the Publix 
money, and they’re insured.” 
Warning the group to remain in the 
office for another half hour, the 
bandits left, but the leader came 
back five minutes later, opened the 


door and stated that he “just 
wanted to see if you're all still 
here.” 

None of the five men wore a 
mask, 
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MOTION PICTURE THEATRE 
FOR SALE AT REAL BARGAIN 


Within 90 Miles of New York City 

Seats 1,100; town population 100,000; good 
condition and complete, up-to-date equipment; 
no other theatre in section, Only one mort- 
gage. Present owner obtained possession 
through foreclosure, 


ADDRESS L. P., Variety, New York 














JOE LaROSE 


PRODUCTIONS 
FOX THEATRES 
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Howard J. Green 


NOW WITH FOX 


CONTINUITIES ADAPTATIONS 





























Announcing 


HOLLYWOOD’S NEWEST EXCLUSIVE AGENCY 
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See Next Week’s Advertisement On This Page 























he 
ine 




















ww Wednesday, January 22, 1930 


a am 





VARIETY 
27 








— 








e 
~™ 


TYPICAL— 


ny cnet rae mien - . 
palhbe-nideweanttoe Whe er 


AND TRUE! 




















ERVICE DESIRED 


CLASS OF S 
CABLE 


DOMESTIC 


TELEGRAM FULL RATE 


DAY LETTER eto 


MESSAGE 


























ER 
pobarciass of service 
will be 
wnewcoms CARLTON. | present 


Received at 


GB38 171 3 EXTRA NL CT 


GEORGE J SCHAEFER, 


PARAMOUNT BLDG NEWY 


CONGRATULATIN 


TION THAT HAS EVER 


PRODUC 


PARADE" sTOP 1 
wHo HAVE BEEN ROYALLY E 
THANKS THROUGH 


RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS wo 


MR CHEVALIER » 
SPLENDID woRK INDEED: © 


" EXHIBITOR TO C 


=e WESTERN 


PUNCT=WHEELING 


CARE PARAMO 


ORK NY= 


G PARAMOUNT FOR P 


t IS THE wiSH OF 
NTERTAINED WITH 


ME TO YOU AND T 
NDER PICTURE-—— 


LOVELY MISS MACDO 


LAIM CREDIT FOR T 


Form 1207-A 


NO. | CASH OR GHG. 


CHECK 











fee 
| 


TIME FILED 


Tv vice- pacsioent 





J. c. WiLL WILLEVER. FIRS 





1930 JAN 12 AM 1 27 


wvIR 11 


UNT FAMOUS PLAYERS= 


RODUCING AND POSSESSING THE FINEST 


| 


p TO DATE IN "THE LOVE 


LING THEATREGOERS 
TO EXTEND 


“Pipe er 


BEEN PRODUCE 
THE CITY OF WHEE 
"THE LOVE PARADE" 


yROUGH YOU TO ALL THOSE WHO ARE 


MR LASKY, MR LUBI 
TIRE CAST FOR THEIR 
LD BE A SMALL 


TSCH, 


NALD AND THE EN 
© ALL STOP I wou 
NSATIONAL SUCCES 
ATRE MANAGERS 


CONGRATULATIONS 7 
HE BOX OFFICE SE 
5 IS THAT ALL THE 


Pine Romy Tage Bee eh $ 
sa eer ho 
ae ee err i eee 
ne 


Ss OF 


LY WISH AND HOP 
act THAT THEY 
HAS EVER BEEN 
MY PLAYING TIME T 


CTURE STOP MY ON 
AKE UP TO THIS F 
st PICTURE THAT 
1 AM DOUBLING 
ST REGARDS= 


HAVE, IN THEIR 
PRODUCED AND 
o TWO 


THIS PI 
OF THE WORLD W 
THE GREATE 


CCORDINGLY STOP 
STOP BE 





POSSESSION, 





THAT THEY ACT A 
"THE LOVE PARADE" - 





WEEKS ON 
GEORGE P ZEPPOS MANAGER REX THEATRE}. 















PARADE 





PARAMOUNT NSW, 1930 





VARIETY Wednesday, January 22, 1930 
————— 


———— 



























SS 
SS 
SS 

. SEW S ‘ SR 

“. : 


on is with pardonable pride that we 
point to a remarkable line-up of 
forthcoming Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer 
attractions. Each one is of a quality to 


\ assure theatres outstanding business. 
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Film Stocks Advance 





(Continued from page 11) 
atre stocks is not new. It has been 
the subject of comment and proph- 
esy for weeks. However, coming out 
at this juncture seemed to be the 
cue for bullish demonstrations all 
along the line. Perhaps the idea is 
that the actual release of the de- 
tails may be taken as marking the 
culmination of bull preparations. 
Variety has maintained for some 
time back that the publication of 
fourth quarter profits probably 
would be the signa! for some sort 
of bull drive in the group. 

Upturn in R-K-O 

Generally better feeling in aspect 
of the amusement stocks extended 
to other issues as to which there 
has been no especially faverable 
news development lately. Conspic- 
uous was Radio-Keith, which got to 
a new high of 253% Monday, better- 
ing its previous best this year by 
a small fraction. Turnover here is 
large also and the pool operation 
well heeled and determined. 

During the activity in the group 
last week there seemed to be an 
aggressive move on even in Fox. 
At~one time an upward push be- 
came so determined that there were 
indisputable signs of covering every 
time the stock got above 24. One 
noticeable covering operation with 
all the earmarks of retreating bears 
came with the peak last week at 
21%. Of course Saturday’s applica- 
tion for a receiver stopped all that, 
although it did not by any means 





bring on a collapse in Fox. 


Some crafty traders think they 
see something mysterious in the be- 
havior of Fox. For instance, weeks 
ard weeks ago, when there was a 
good deal of uncertainty about a re- 
ceivership in the company, the 
stock was beaten down to 16 on 
mere report that it might happen. 
Saturday, when the petition for a 
r_ceiver was actually filed, the best 
the 
from 21 to 18. And then it re- 
bounded promptly to 20 and better. 

Point here is that the former sit- 
uation of entirely complacent shorts 
now seems to have changed. Bears 
seem nervous and are prompt to 
draw in short lines whenever the 
issue sags. When the stock shows 
disposition to climb there is un- 
doubtedly urgent covering. Profes- 
sional bears are probably the wisest 
and cagiest element in the whole 
ticker community, and when they 
abandon a position like that in Fox, 
there probably is something going 
on behind the scenes. It has been 
suggested that strong downtown 
interests may have taken on long 
lines of Fox around 20-25 and have 
in mind a run up, based on the short 
account, 

Following the upturn in the group, 
believers in the leaders begin to 
feel that in view of the uncertainty 
in the general market, the amuse- 
ments have had about as much of 
a climb as they are entitled to for 
the present, and it is likely the bulls 
will not follow prices much further 
up, for the time being at least. 


Summary for week ending January 18: 


STOCK EXCHANGE 











| Net 
High. Low. Sales. Issue and rate. High. Low. Last Chee. 

417% 17 1,100 American Seat (2).. 22% 19% 204%, 2% 
253% 10 2,000 Consol. Film (2).....+.. 17% 16% 17 

30% 15% 2,000 Consol. Film pfd. coo §68620 191% 20 % 
264% 150 2,900 Eastman Kodak (8). es oe 180% 178 178% + % 
105% 16% 478,400 Fox Class A (4)..... ° 23% 18 205% — % 

841g 82 37,9000 Loew (3%)... -ccccesssccce ‘ Boy 4614 505, —37% 
110% 80 200... Do pref. (Ossi cvrccsccecses 86 8556 &6 + % 
24 11% 1,000 Madison Sq. Garden (1%) 12% 12% 12% 

T7514 35 73,000 Paramount-Fam.-Lasky (3). 54% 507% 53 2 

147% 21% 6,000 Pathe Exchange ....++--<s.. 38% f 8% + % 
30 414 3,500 Pathe Class A..... ° 6% 5% 6 + % 
114% 26 719,100 Radio Corp, cccccscccccsccces 2% 364% 375% —3% 
467% 12 440,900 Radio-K-O ..... ese 254 21% 23% +1% 
95% 50% 10 Orph. pref. (8)....+. ssusecco. ccs * Gin 6356 635 —214 
744 8 BOO GWUOE «senses c nb séccsocesecé ° 9% 8% 8% — ie 
92 28 1,200 Universal pref. (8).ccccccccccsee 88% 34 35% +414 
6414 30 856,000 Warner Bros, (4).....ceese. ccese.. SH 43% 48% +5lg 
591 25% 1,000 De peeks. GSO) occ sceosene oe6e 43 3842 41% +2 

CURB 

36 22 4,400 Columbia Picts. ......... $eeede » 31% 2514 31% +5% 

77% 214 37,200 Foe THORS cicccicenes yrrteee 7 5 614 +1%% 

6644 24 64,400 Gen. The; Eq. V. T. GC. oicece eo 88 3414 37 +2% 
49% 7% ee! we ae rere ee 15 24 13% — % 

19 14 See DR PUG. oc kccesehidnceeece s Ye + + 

19 9 Ba CEMA VOSOEE. FICHE. 6 ccvicccadvacecs 10 10 10 + ie 

NDS . 

97 T4% $8,000 Keith 6's, °46.....ccccseess ecece 76 74 76 +1 
124 96 au.06e Ieew @a, .*4)..cececss cccccocece 102% 101% 102 —1 
10014 88 22, ES eer evccscdces 06% 91% 93% +1 

S4 2914 10,000 Pathe TS, 88.60. cccsece sthceass ae 43... 44 —% 
100% 91% 12,000 Par-Fam-Lasky 6’ s, "Ee cciessese. OOS 98% 99% -—% 

9144 7 CBGGe MUmeS Ci. ct. cccptacess Seeecee - 45 45 -—1% 

06 87 22, Warner Bros. 6’s (Curb)......... . 90 93% +3% 

ISSUES IN OTHER MARKETS 
All quoted for Monday 
Over the Counter—New York 
Produce Exchange—New Vorm, 
. $9,600 Fox Script ($100 lots)........... 715 % -4 
* Quoted in bid and asked, 
Prev. 

Bid Asked, Bid. 

20 22 20 Roxy, Class A (3.50)...... escnee ee ee we 

205% 225% 20% TE Gi bthcnnesevecdicvaxnen ie ee ee 

1% 2% 1% Unit GBs co cdedoccrcscoesetesvs ee o* oe 
1 3 1 De Forest PRD cccvctCocevecas os -- ee 
55'\4 57 G6, DOSMMOOINE kn diccreccccocssssece Ke oe oo 
Sales. ° 
Los Angeles 
@e — eee Roach, Wives ecticssntceVece eeee ee ee 8% 
: Montreal 
e ~e 85 Famous Players.......-+- cosccce 4% 41% 42% 
Toronto 
eee eee 75 Famous Players..... eccccccccces 42% 42 42 





Anti-Faction Halt Sunday 
Vote by Injunction 


Bloomfield, Ia., Jan, 21. 

Anti-Sunday film crowd here 
tied an attempted referendum into 
a knot last week by serving an in- 
junction which halied the election 
on the scheduled day. 

Business men of the community, 
active in support of H. E. Redfiela, 
theatre owner, and who were pay- 
ing expenses of the special ballot, 
rushed to Centerville to vacate the 
temporary writ and hurry the hear- 
ing, but the antis had represented 
that the election was illegal and 
that a certain expenditure of the 
city’s money was invoived. 


Exchange Bldg. Move 


San Francisco, Jan. 21. 

With Warners buying the prop- 
erty of the Film Exchange building 
here, it is expected that the film 
companies housed there at present 
will vacate this summer. Principal 
leases are held by Metro, Universal, 
Paramount and United Artists. All 
expire about the same time. 

Understood that Warners wants 
the entire building for itself and 
First National and will remodel. 


Los Angeles, Jan. #1. 
Metro’s new exchange building, 
on Cordova off Vermont, will be 
completed and ready for occupancy 
March 1. An elaborate structure of 
two floors. 


May Force Toronto Films 
Into New Storehouse 


Toronto, Jan. 21. 

Film exchanges here may have to 
find special quarters in which to 
store their prints, and that'll cost 
plenty. 

For the past week the fire mar- 
shal of Ontario has been probing 
possibilities for fire or explosion in 
the present exchanges. Entire ques- 
tion came up when Warner Bros., 
Ltd., was told to make some 
changes. Three U. S. picture firms 
have had to move their stored film 
already. A new building is being 
put up for this purpose, but even 
this may not do. 

Lawyers for the exchanges have 
managed to have the meetings be- 
hind closed doors, so the public 
doesn’t know what's happening. 


Malden, Mass., Tied Up 


Malden, Mass., Jan. 21. 

The Middlesex Amusement Com- 
pany purchased of Dr. W. E. Hunt 
the Auditorium, Malden, Mass., 
which gives Ramsdell Brothers and 
Green & Ejilenburg control of all 
the Malden theatre properties, five 
houses in all, and all running 
talkers, 

There was talk at the conference 
of re-establishing the Auditorium 
as a stock house, which closed in 
stock a year ago after a continuous 
run of 19 years, a world record in 








the field. Rumored price paid was 
$50,000, 


bears could do was to break it! 


Frisco Houses Steam Over 
First-Run Film Protection 


San Francisco, Jan. 21. 
Protection both before and after 
first run showings here is to be de- 
manded of exchanges by local pic- 


6,200 More Seats 


Toronto, Jan. 21. 
Two big film houses are to be put 
up within a couple of blocks of 
ture house managers. each other here. It’s the first sign 
Protests have been frequently |of an approaching fight for the 
, ; ; ra. 
voiced that big features booked for |cream of the Canadian film business 
Market street first run houses have | 1 
been shown in small theatres in bav | Petween Famous Players Can. Corp., 
region towns within a radius of 20 |2"4@ N. L. Nathanson, former man- 
= * : ~" loegtineae tRaot nr e > 
to 30 miles. Suburban audiences |28ings director of the F. P. 
the heart 


have been enabled to see these pic- | Both houses will be in t 
Wrecking of 





of the 





. ° t “oc 
tures before those in town, and /|® ‘he City. present 
business drawn ordinarily from | >Uildings on the two sites will prob- 
nearby communities has suffered. ei as Seren wears erent 2 a 

nae iF. P. theatre will seat 4,200. The 
other, backed by Nathanson, or 


SPLITTING INDIANA | Regal Films of which he 
Chicago, Jan. 21. |ing director, will seat close to 
Two supervisors have been pro-|No announcement about 
moted by Jules Rubens to manage| been made yet. 
the 32 Fitzpatrick-McElroy houses, There is room here for one 
annexed to Publix-Great States, in|new theatres. All present biz 
Indiana. to the Uptown, or Tivoli, 
Louis St. Pierre, who managed/|trolled by F. P. 
the Rockford, Ill., district, assumes one ay 
charge of northern Indiana with of- 
fices at South Bend. Guy Martin PUBLIX’S SAN ANTONE 3 
will oversee southern Indiana, of- San Jan. 21. 


is manag- 
2.000. 
this has 
of the 
going 
both con- 





Antonio, 











ficiating at Indianapolis. Publix, having taken over opera- | 
—_————— tion of the Aztec and Rialto the- 
itres here, has closed the Rivoli 
Ala. Sunday Closine | This gives the chain three houses 
Montgomery, Ala., Jan. 21. iin the city, the State (formerly the 

Montgomery’s wide open Sundays | Majestic) also being Publix oper- 
are threatened. | ated. 

Movement has been started by | William Epstein, formerly man- 
churches for a bill in the legislature | aging director of the Aztec, is re- 
forbidding open theatres, baseball | tained in an advisory capac ity, Rte 
and golf on Sunday. | Ray Allison as manager 

The town has been open for years. | Stewart is manager of the biafte. 





Loew Chain Will Appeal 
Mellon-Stuart Verdict 


After more than three years of 
litigation, Loew’s is still battling 
the attempt of the Mellon, Stuart 
Co., Pittsburgh contractors, in the 
latter’s effort to win $100,000 from 
the theatre chain and will take the 
into the New York Court of 
Appeals for final judgment. 


case 


Application to bring the action 
into the higher tribunal was to be 
made this week by Loew’s counsel, 
Leopold Friedman. It is an en- 
deavor to effect a reconsideration 
of the December Appellate Court 


decision wherein judgment for the 
full amount sought was affirmed b 
1 jury in the New York Supreme 
Court before Justice Schmuck. 
Suit revolves about the Penn the- 
atre and office building in Pitts- 
burgh and concerns commission 
which the Pitt. company alleges is 
due for services rendered by one 
of its members in securing certain 
financial interests in the Smoky 
City to underwrite a $1,000,000 bond 
issue that made possible the 
the theatre structure. 


erec- 
tion of 


Publix’s Sex Film 


Publix has booked the first all- 
talking sex picture, “Her Unborn 
Child,” for its New England houses, 
Opens Feb. 15 at the Fenway, Bos- 
ton, and will play the “B” houses. 

Windsor produced the picture. 
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FLORENZ ZIEGFELD 
GEORGE WHITE — 
Messrs. SCHWAB & MANDEL 
Messrs. SHUBERT 


Introduces for the First Time in New York City at the Famous 


NEW YORK 







Positive Riot in 
Arthur Knorr’s Revue 


>» “LAND OF SYNCOPATION” 


JUST A SUGGESTION 


JESSE LASKY 

ERVING THALBERG 
WINIFIELD SHEEHAN 
LOUIS B. MAYER 


. Don’t Overlook This Sensational Comedy Act 
Now Touring Loew’s DeLuxe Circuit of Theatres 
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NIGHT RIDE 


(Continued from page 17) 


Granny who, at the wedding festiv- 
ities, got a little too stewed 
went there to retrieve her balance. 
Among the morals drawn is that 
it’s a bum hitch when you walk to 
the altar with a newspaper man. 
Joe Rooker was some newspaper 


man, however. Even though a dis- 
trict man, he went to the office to 
write his own stuff. 

Harry Stubbs is effectiv« vhile 
DeWitt Jennings, as a precinct 
captain, with cop roles his meat 


stands outina 
part. tecording nad 
above iverare. 


photography 


Char. 


THE FARMER’S WIFE 


(BRITISH MADE) 


(Silent) 

British International production, released | 
in America by Super Features, Inc. Adapt- 
ed from play by Eden Phillpotts. Adapta- 
tion by Elliott Stannard. Direction by 
Alfred Hit -heock. Photography, John J. 
Cox. At the tle Carnegie, New York, | 
week beginn ing Jan. 4. 75 
minutes 
Farmer Sweetland... Jameson Thomas 
Araminta Dench........--Lilian Hall-Davis 
Churdles Ash 046 O66 ewess Gordon Harker 
Thirzea Tappe?..icccvccesesss ..- Maud Gin | 
Widow Windeatt... .+»+-Louise Pounds | 
Mary Hearn........ on Oleg Slade 
Mary Bassett..... Sécanee Antonia Brough 


Meritless picture 
playing anywhere 
than the smallest grinds. | 

It has been the “rule that 
pictures have difficulty 
over here. When the British atte mpt 
to turn out comedies, as in “The| 
Farmer's Wife,” the situation is still 
more critical, if this contribution is | 
any criterion. 

What probably was thougat funny 
in this one over there is actually SO | 


incapable of} 
over here other | 


english | 
standing UP | 


on this side by virtue of the ab- | 
surdity. The titles are awkward at | 
best.. 


Entire plot centers about the in- | 
ability of the rich farmer, a wid- 
ower tired of single blessedness, to 
appreciate the fact that his house- 
keeper runs rings around others he 
considers for marriage when it 
comes to s. a. The farmer, conse- 
quently, darts about through 95% 
of the footage proposing to a batch 
of other women, all of whom turn 
thumbs down on him. Fadeout 
brings the moral that perhaps, after 
all, it’s worthwhile to consider the 
housekeeper since she of all others 
should know qualifications, 

Handling of the story as a com- 
edy makes it more ludicrous for 
the screen than if done seriously. 
Both the direction and acting are 
amateurish, and Jameson Thomas 
is no more a farmer type than 
Menjou, Attractive but doing little 
to attract attention in her role is 
Lillian Hall-Davis. 

Among the poorest pictures for 


and | 


comparatively small 


| does, Still 


| these 





slau has to be satisfied with 
bookings in houses of lesser impor- 
tance, it will certainly stand up o. kK. 

Beautiful scenically, color would 
have enhanced heaps. Entire pro- 
duction was photographed in the 
| Rainbow Arch country of Utah, a 
desert and mountain region. 

Based on one of the earlier Zane 
| Grey novels of the west, with the 
| origin: i] title retained for the cellu- 

loid version, picture figures to draw 


to some extent on the strength of its 
wide circulation. It was one of the 
best of the Grey novels and is still 
found on some book shelves. 
George O’Brien makes an impres- 
sive Buck Duane, the outlaw who 
|turns ranger in an effort to win a 
pardon and the girl who has come 
from the east. The bad man is as- 
signed to clean out a ring of rustlers 
of which the girl’s father, unknown 
to her, is the brains. 
| While the director, A. F. Erickson, 


has overlooked a few technical de- 
tails and allowed a couple of minor 
| discrepancies, he has littered the| 
picture with the commodity that 
| western have always had to have to} 
be westerns —action. And there’s 


Runiaing time, 75} plenty of the shooting here from the | 
| second reel on, 


with every sequence 
threatening the flight of lead. 


Another item in its favor is the 
suspense. Most westerns give them- 


selves early. This one never 
another point is thé 
smooth, natural and wholly re! 
inzy way in which the love interest 
is handled, the only drawback in 
and other seenes being the 
occasional poor recording. Fre- 
quently long lines are entirely lost 
|due to poor reproduction. With 
most all of the action outdoors, the 
trouble is likely not to have been 
with the actors, so either the sound 
trucks or the theatre must be 
blamed. Sue Carol’s voice registers 
best; George O'Brien, possibly from 
talking too low, sometimes issues 
from the screen in a.jumble of in- 
distinguishable tones. 
son’s voice is also imperfectly heard 
in some sequences. 

Comedy relief satisfactory, but not 
enough of it. A bad hombre, re- 
cruited "from New York’s Bowery, 


away 


resn- 


shoulders most of this job. Photog- 
raphy excellent and recording of 
sound effects, including those in 
shooting frays, unusually good. 


Char. 


THROW OF THE DICE 


(BRITISH MADE) 
(Silent) 


Produced by British Instructional. No 
release. named. Directed by ‘Franz Osten. 
Story by Nirayan Pal. Photographed by 
E. Schuenemann. All-Indian cast inc — 
Himansu Ray, Charu Roy and Seeta De 
At 55th Street, New York, week Jan. “ 
Running time, 75 minutes. 


Fair arty product, draw being 
weakened for sure-seaters because 





which even the sure-seaters have 
fallen. Char. 


LONE STAR RANGER 


(ALL DIALOG) 

William Fox production and release, 
sociate preducer, J. K. MecGuiness, Di- 
rection by A. F. Erickson. Picture based 
on novel by Zane Grey, with dialog by J. H. 
Booth and §S. I. Miller. Photography by 
Dan Clark. Recording by Bernard Fred- 
ericks. George O’Brien and Sue Carol co- 
featured, with Rrssell Simpson, Warren 
Hymer and Elizabeth Patterson in support. 
At Loew's New York, one day, Jan. 17. 
Running time, 64 minutes. 





As-. 


Poor recording on dialog and a 
marked slowness in getting started 
are all that keeps this talking west- 
ern from stacking up as material 
for the better class first riins, If the 











WISCONSIN 
THEATRE 


Wis. 


Milwaukee 


of liberties in story telling. Draw is 
from novelty angle and photography 
which have several keen spots. 
Stuff possesses lure for intelligentsia 
if exploited from instructional and 
travelog viewpoint. Looks as if it 
had commercial value possibilites 
which director overlooked in zeal 
to make good scenic views and re- 
strained romance, 

An American director would have 
made a second “Chang” out of this 
picture. For a while as the film 
begins to unreel it almost seems 
this picture was headed that way. 
It opens in a jungle showing wild 
beasts in native lairs and goes on 
to miss regularly with story that 
had wide chance for spectacle de- 
velopment, with two Indian poten- 
tates gambling all for sake of a 
woman—and shooting away a king- 
dom in a crap game. 

Story is said to be based on Hin- 
du legend, “Nala and Damjanti,” 
sort of an Arabian Night tale de- 
tailing the intrigues of two neigh- 
boring Hindu kings. One frames the 
other for murder to steal the lat- 
ter’s kingdom and fails, only to 
frame him again, this time with a 
gal as an additional prize—failing 
again, 

Dice must not be confused with 














KATYA an 


IN F. & M. “ACCORDION” IDEAS 


FEATURED DANCERS 


THEODORE 


THANX TO ALICE GOODWIN 


Russell Simp- | 


Afro-American cube tossing game. 
Indian style is different and picture 
ails to instruct accounting method 
used by the kings, but interesting 
in that loaded dice was known even 
unto the Hindus in Jong ago cen- 
turies., 

Mob scenes and festival parades 
las King Ranjit prepares for wed- 
iding and march across jungle 
wastes to battle are interesting and 
well photographed. 

Astonishing angle is careful act- 





ing of cast. Kiss like Americans 
with greatest difference in facial 
characteristics being that Hindu ac- 
tor can look as a villain or hero at 
ithe same time without effort. Hero- 


ine exceptionally charming actress 

jand capable, 

| Story gets lost in prices. While 
itles are mostly good and brief 
not explanatory enough in impor- 
tant spots, notably in getting across 


ilgambling idea and extraordinary 
jrisk taken by the two kings. Film- 
jing also at fault in this respect, 
making no convincing argument 
lw hy folks should live in such ap- 
|parent peace and recklessness in 
lheart of jungles and stalk wild ani- 
mals with such calm. This lack 
hurts picture’s entertainment values. 

Biggest value of film is that it 
| corroborates opportunity of mak- 
ling decent film in India—which 
| st irted with “Shiraz” and “The 
Light of Asia.” With color and syn- 
| chronization, educational value 
|should be high. 


UP THE CONGO 


(AFRICAN MADE) 
(Disk Lecture) 

Presented by Alice M. O’Brien 

tributed through First Division 

Travelog on Africa and camera 

natives. At the Cameo, N. Y., 

Jan. 18. Runniug time, about 


and dis- 
Pictures. 
etudy of 
week of 
60 wmins, 


So many people are going into 
woolly Africa with cameras that the 
jnatives are not only losing 
lens shyness but are rapidly near- 
Ming the stage where they will qualify 
| for export to Hollywood. Miss 
| O’Brien, one of the latest to mosey 





jthrough the wilderness, has bene- 
| fited by this. Her travelog, while 


jadhering to long-established lines, is 
jan interesting piece of work and 
highly suitable for the sure-seater, 
non-theatrical, and most of the 
neighborhood audiences. 

A “talking reporter” replaces the 
|usual disk orchestration. This also 
is in favor of the production’s b. o. 
rating. While quite often the un- 
seen lecturer dwells on subjects all 
too apparent to the eye, he never- 
theless touches upon some statistics 
and conditions which are not in the 
\film. Close-ups of cannibals, studies 
of body decorations from self-in- 
flicted knife lancings, are frequent. 

There are the usual native dances, 
but Miss O’Brien has wisely steered 
clear of the conventional steps and 
routine. Not too many of these, 
Those emphasized are mostly three- 
quarter nudes of African debs. 

Neither is the animal angle over- 
done. What there is of it is worth- 
while, including shots of a herd of 
elephants. Waly. 


JUNO AND PAYCOCK 


(BRITISH MADE) 
(All Dialog) 

Produced by British International 
released by Wardour Film Co. Directed by 
Alfred Hitchcock. Adapted by Alma Re- 
ville trom Sean O’Casey’s play. Camera, 
Jack Cox. Cengor’s certificate ‘‘A.” Pre- 
view at Regal theatre, London, Dec. 30. 
Running time, 9% minutes. RCA recording. 
Capt. (‘‘Paycock’’) Boyle. meyer ~ Chapman 





and 


Juno Boyle...... eccceesece -Sara Allgood 
Mrs. Madigan....ccceccesssess Maire O' Neil 
Joxer Daly..... ecccceces+-- Sydney Morgan 


Mary Boyle....eesecee.+.-Kathleen O’ Regan 
Bentham. ...ccceccececececesss+-JOhn Loder 
Jerry Boyle...... ecccecesceeessdOnN Laurie 


Almost a direct transcript of the 
stage play, with just a few extra 
incidents, occurring offstage in the 
play included. Cast consists almost 
entirely of Irish players, some being 
members of the original Irish Play- 
ers company, others present West 
End stars. To some extent the film 
suffers from both things—the re- 
striction of the stage convention and 
the long stage training of the cast. 
It should do all right in U. S. Irish 
neighborhoods and sure-seaters. 

Hitchcock shows little of his typi- 
cal direction, and seems to have 
been overawed either by the subject 
or the players. Repeated use of 
stair cases is, in fact, the only defi- 
nite sign of Hitchcock observable. 

Frequently the characters enter 











from the wings, and attitudinize in 

















LOEW'S PARADISE, NE 


THE SOMNOLENT MELODIST 


JOE TERMINI 


W YORK, JAN. 18 


Direction WM. MORRIS 


their | 








the middle of the set as if on the 
green, sometimes with their backs 
to the camera, This might be okay 
if they could act witth their backs. 
As it is, Kathleen O’Regan succeeds 
only in looking awkward. 

Edward Chapman is by no means 
the Paycock of Arthur Sinclair's 
stage interpretation. He loses a lot 
of the humor and muggs too much. 
Sara Allgood is a flat Juno com- 
pared with the part her sister, Maire 
O'Neil, makes of it on the stage, and 
the latter, playing Mrs. Madigan in 
the film, introduces some of the ges- 


tures she uses on the stage when 
playing Juno. 
Three-quarters of the film is just 





photographed stage play—excellent- 
ly photographed, but slow in action. 
The rest moves fast, building up a 
swift climax of drab tragedy with 
the seduction of Mary, the shooting 


of Jerry, and the loss of the money 
due under the will. The end of the 
play has been dropped, the studio 


executive thinking it an anti-climax. 
So the film finishes on Juno aban- 
doning her empty home, 

Irish atmosphere of the tenement 
life incidental to the country has 
been well caught, Hitchcock having a 
flair for sniping the real feeling of 
the submerged tenth. 

Film will have qa fair appeal here 





in the be tte r grade houses and lower 
| class theatres, but is wéak for the 
| middle-grade fan halis. Should have 
a chance for America on the stage 
play’s repute, and also where the 
Irish predominate. Fact it is Irish 


English spoken may help it in the 
States, too. Frat. 


THIRTEENTH CHAIR 


(ALL DIALOG) 


M-G-M production anr 
by Tod Browning from 
Bayard Veiller Adapted by Elliott Claw- 
son. Merritt B. Gersted, cameraman. At 
Loew's New York, one day. Running 
time, 71 minutes. 

Richard Crosby.....e.eesesaes ( 


release, Directed 
the stage play by 


‘onrad Nagel 


them hanging on until the end try- 
ing to guess who the guilty party is. 
As usual, the one least suspected 
turns out to be the culprit. Nearly 
all fall under suspicion, with the 
heroine most strongly suspected and 
not absolved until the finish. Finish 
itself is weak, aftér two killings, 
with the second murder left unex- 
plained, Still, because of its myste- 
rious murders, false accusations and 
seances, it should satisfy the taste 
for melodrama of the customers. 

Playing the same role here as 
when the piece was produced on the 
stage, Margaret Wycherly, as the 
good-hearted fake spiritualist and 
mother to the heroine, played by 
Leila Hyams, runs away with the 
talker, She was natural and appeal- 
ing throughout, and when pulling 
off a fake seance to free her daugh- 
ter from suspicion and to expose the 
real culprit, she proved that the 
voice can express as much through 
a sound box as it can over the foot- 
lights. 

Conrad Nagel is sweetheart of 
Leila Hyams, and is wasted on the 
picture. Nothing to do but take the 
background and handle routine ro- 
mance’ sequence. Miss Hyams 
screened and read lines prettily and 
otherwise carried her role through 
nicely. 

The scenes are laid in India, and 
the characters speak with that 
broad, overdone English accent 
which has become unwelcome to 
American audiences, Luckily such 
lines as “Charwming ideah”’ and 
“Shawl we play anothah rubbah?” 
fared out among the ensuing brisk 
action. 


DEMON OF STEPPES 


(RUSSIAN MADE) 
(Silent) 

Sovkino production released here through 
Amkino. Directed by Leg Scheffer. Theme 
based on B. Lawvrenev’s novel. At the 
Film Guild theatre beginning Jan. 16. 


Shelly Hamilton, titles, Running time, 
about 70 minutes. 


LeMKa....secceeeees +....Oxana Podelsnaya 
Vassilya...ssiseccceees+++Nikolai Saltykov 
MRBURIEB  cccccdcoscéece Natasha Sokolova 
Michael Stroyev....es.ee.. Eugen Nadevin 





A hopeless mess. Unreels as if 
the cutting room had _ grabbed 
handfuls of everything Russia has 
turned out and slapped it together. 
Distinctly un-American even for the 
sure-seaters. 

In an absurd part, grossly over- 
acted, Oxana Podelsnaya strikes 
men with a horsewhip, shoots a 
couple, and is finally bashed in the 
face and turned over to a firing 
squad by her lover, Vassilya, after 
she murders his pal, Michael. This 
Vassilya has a peculiar career. One 
minute he is shown as an ordinary 
ees getting his discharge, and 





A mystery thriller which will keep | 


the next has him a commander of 
a battleship. 

A lot of hit and run and general 
hodge-podge having to do with 
street battles, apparently during 
one of. the revolutions, prevails be- 
fore Lelka adds to the furore of 
fright with her banditti. She is a 
bold, brazen, swaggering wench un- 
til brought a captive to Vassilya. 
Then her gun pulling whims are 
considered “spunk,” according to 
the titles which are as bad as the 
action. 

While she frequently goes on the 
make for Vassilya that worthy 
never succumbs, thus there's little 
in the sex way to worry censors, 
3ut closeups of some of the men 
she butchers, with gore streaming 
and grimaces of death, are hardly 
suitable for juvenile fans. 

Where it’s going to play 


is quite 


a problem, Waly. 
SURVIVAL 
(GERMAN MADE) 
(Synchronized) 

Made in Germany and presented here by 








Unusual Photoplays Corp. Directed by 
Manfred Noa from an adaptation claimed 
to be of Balzac’s ‘‘Splendeurs et Miseres 
de Courtisens.”” Disk recording. At the 
Cameo, New York, beginning Jan, 4. Run- 
ning time, about 60 mins. 
DE das 0 60.6466 086 0 4oO~O Gad Paul Wegener 
Marquis de Herrer: Paul Wegener 
BROMSO. caccescee esceoeee- Andree La Fayett« 
LUCIEN... cccsccccceccces Werner Feuterrer 
Paccard..cescoscccesess 6 Nien Son Ling 
NicciM@er..ccecccccseveses .Kurt Gerron 
Coralie. .ccsoseceses Helen von Munchhofen 
An escaped convict decides to 
\father a beautiful” young lad, a 
total stranger, and moves into a 
house of luxury. Title is taken lit- 


/erally by the director until a courte- 
san, in leve with the pretty young 
stranger, refuses to keep secret the 
escaped prisoner's advantageous po- 
sition for getting coin from a chump. 


i'Convict ends his survival with a 
|bullet. Only for the sure-seaters, 
land it’s a cinch the censors cut 
plenty. 


| 


| Helen O’Neill......cceesceeees Leila Hyams 

Mme. Rosalie La Grange. Margaret Wycherly 

Mary Bast wo0d....scccseceses Helen Millard 

Sir Roscoe Crosby........+. Holmes Herbert 

Lady ‘ ge bwséa ees oaveoseed can Bale 

Inspector Delz ONO ce sdevascesic Bela Lugosi 

Edward Wales. ..cceccceeveece John Davidson | 


| have 


| jowled Kurt Gerron, 


Regardless of the pell-mell disre- 
gard for the little logic that would 
made “Survival’ A-1 for the 
arties, the picture does hold together 
and entertain the intended classes. 

Prostie stuff in the original pic- 
ture version was probably torrid. An 
audience can gather that the wine 
consuming and leg feeling was las- 
civiously done without material 
worry to the censors by the heavily 


Werner Feuterrer, 
blonded and _ profiled, 
eyes and seems 


beautifully 
flutters his 
almost frightened 


every time the camera gets close. 

Some of the boys, as well as the 

girls, will consider him “gorgeous.” 
Waly. 


THE CO-OPTIMISTS 


(BRITISH MADE) 
(Dialog Revue, With Songs) 


Produced by New Era in conjunction with 
Dan Fish. Released by New Era. Cast: 
Davy Burnaby, Phyllis Monkman, Melville 
Gideon, Laddie Cliff, Gilbert Childs. Die 
rected by Edwin Greenwood. Stage direce- 
tion by Laddie Cliff. Camera, Basil Emmett 
and Sydney Blythe. Prerelease and run, 
Metropole, London, Dec. 27. Running time, 
11 minutes. RCA recording. 





This is, in part, the troupe which 
Archie de Bear and Clifford Whitley 
started some eight years ago. In 
New York, as a stage show, it was a 
flop, though it made lots ef dough 
here. 

Produced with intelligence and 
money, it might have made a fairly 
passable film of the revue type. As 
made it is very poor. Practically all 
shot dead-on a proscenium opening 
from a middle distance, without any 
regard for the photogenic value of 
costumes and drapes, resulting in 
what mainly looks like shadows in a 
fog. 

Almost all facial expression, and 
even the designation of which artist 
is which is lost.’ And the lighting 
just isn’t. 


Material is only fair; lots of it 
pensionable. Zspecially the intro 
bits by Burnaby, as m. c., between 
the acts. Prat. 





EVERYTHING in RUBBER 


For the Stage and Screen 
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NOVELTIES 


Exclusive furnishers of all waterproof 
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Watkins 9627 


19 West 18th St. 
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M he C f the “S-13° 
+ 
eet the Crew or fhe 9-IJ .. 
a 
c ~ Ee you meet some tough, rough and 
s sassy sons-0’-sea-cooks — but as humana 
’ bunch as ever swabbed a deck. 
COBB — A great guy — and . Rain : : 
t the lurid Shanghai 
how he loved the ladies! Had a Fest, waepping Bap. ong ety e 
gal back in Philly, but this was “Bund’— carousing with waterfront women — 
vd Shanghai—and here were dames a pe 
— to make a guy forget a little bellowing bawdy ditties—"‘Frankie and Johnny 
“ hing like that. , 
. ae en ee and all:the rest . . . Then, later, trapped at the 
te KAUFMAN — From New bottom of the China sea — facing their fate in 
ng York, mates, and hard as nails. 
en Just as tough on dames, too — various ways—some even with a wisecrack—but 
to and baby, they sure did fall for by ‘c-—W I—w ' 
* his caveman stuff, Socked a gal always the common topic—Women !i—Women 
id in the jaw once—and she loved it! 
ip. Se 
ut 
id 
‘ W Oo M a N 
er 
sn 
s all talking Fox Movietone produced in cooper- 
ily ation with U. S. Submarine Service and en: 
ni ds ; thusiastically endorsed by the Navy Department 
the Only one man could have made a 
: talking picture that is at once a stir- 
BURKE Strange chap, Burke ring saga of the undersea service 
— moody, mysterious. Didn't 
ERI LAN and a searching character study of 
on ee J sixteen men whose hours have been ENSIGN PRICE — Just out 
ey kinda kept to himself. Only J fA li d t 
ville : 43 counted. But one director could have of Annapolis and rarin’ to go. 
Die one woman in Burke’s life and ‘ His was a tough berth on the 
nett he sure did go the limit for her! created such a wealth of touching “S_ d ays bi 
— a detail heel 7 at d 13°’, and maybe he was a t 
ime, etail —— hard an jh itter an soft and green — and lonesome 
sweet, humorous and thrilling — for his girl —but nobody could 
rich 
tley call the boy yellow. 
be JOHN FORD 
-— who wasawarded the Photoplay Mag- 
_ azine gold medal for “Four Sons”, 
= deemed the best picture of the year. 
i 
any Remarkable performances are given 
: in by Kenneth MacKenna, Frank Albert- 
tb son, Farrell Macdonald, Stuart Erwin, 
bores Warren Hymer and Walter McGrail. 
iting 
of it Screen history was made with “Four 
intro Sons”.Wepredict Ford’sown achieve- 
at. ments will be eclipsed by “Men 
Without Women”. 












a POLLOCK — A good lad — 
: COSTELLO — Irish and sang but a bit goofy. When the crew 
tenor. Had his eye-opener every talked about women, Pollock 
- morn and his nightcap before ~* read the riot act to ’em. “Poor 
— corking off, and between times Pollock—he wasn’t a bad guy” 
; | he had everything. As for women 
21 —sure, he had a “ball and chain” JENKINS—A wisecrackin’ guy 
—, of his own. with adry sort of humor that 
oy was sure-fire for laughs. And he 
3 didn’t pull his jokes out of a b 
E Presented by WILLIAM FOX : 
| musty old joke book either — As 
| .& Ope A AL g he rolled his own. j yl 
: at the 
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Behind the Keys 





Montgomery, Ala. 

Paramount, new Publix de 
house, opens Jan. 25. Seats about 
2,200. Hoxey C. Farley, manager. 


luxe 





Erie, Pa. 


Colonial, independent house, 
torn out its sound equipment and 
supplanted it with a W. E. outfit. 


Joliet, Ill. 


appoint- 


J. J. Rubens 
Of: 3... 3. 


four Publix houses in this city, as 


announces 
ment Rogan, manager of 
division manager for Publix, super- 
vising its houses in this city, Au- 
rora, Elgin, Chicago Heights, Har- 
Waukegan. 
city 


and 
Kanakee 


vey, Blue Islam 


Mortimer Berman, 
manager for Publix, succeeds Rogan 
here. 


Danville, Il. 


About 300 people in the Empress | 


forced to leave the theatre 
when explosion in the projection 
booth wrecked that machine and 
destroyed four reels of film. Fire 
was confined to the booth where T. 
J. Newman, operator, was severely 
burned. 


were 


Earlsville, Ia. 
Crystal theatre, closed since sum- 
mer, reopens Jan. 25. Dean Slick 
and Erwin Parkin operating. 





Milwaukee, * 

RKO managerial “changes at Mil- 
waukee, effective Feb. 1, send H. 
Wren from the Alhambra to the 
Palace. Harry Bililngs, who was 
managing both the Palace and 
Riverside, will handle the River- 
side alone. Bill Danziger continues 
as publicity director for both houses. 





Troy, N. Y. 

Jacob Golden, for several years 
manager of Proctor’s vaudeville 
theatre (now owned by RKO) in 
Troy, left this city last week to as- 
sume the general managership of 
the RKO Temple and Palace in 
Rochester, 

Succeeded here by Harry Black, 
formerly connected with a Newark 
house. 


Syracuse, N. Y. 
Harry Weiss, Loew's State man- 
ager, goes to Tampa, Fla., for Pub- 
lix. 


London, Conn. 
Bids have been requested for 
complete renovation of the Mait- 
land theatre at Ingersoll, 20 miles 
from here, House will also be wired. 


Ft. Wayne, Ind. 
Mallers Brothers, owners and op- 
erators of a picture house chain, 
have purchased the Princess and 


has 
i 


Crystal theatres in Portland from 
J. S. Hines. Hines remains in con- 
tact as an officer in the Portlaa 
Theatre Reaity Co. 





Rockford, Il. 





Harry Ellis, manager of Beloit, 
Wis., theatres, will become man- 
lager of the Coronado (Publix) in 
| this city, succeeding Louis S5t. 


Pierre, made Indiana district man- 
lager for this chain. 
Toledo. 
Joe Pearlstein, manager of Keith’s, 
Toledo, for many years, and 
east, has been appointed manager 
of Proctor’s 23rd St., New York. 





Durham, N. C. 

Publix-Saenger has made several 
changes. E. F. Whitaker has been 
made manager of the Charlotte 
houses, transferred from Spartan- 
burg, S. C. He succeeds Warren 
Irvin, who becomes district mana- 
ger. D. D. Phoenix, from here, goes 
to Raleigh as manager of the Pal- 
ace. Succeeds H. T. Lashley, who 
goes to the Publix managers school 
in New York. 





Joliet, Ill. 
Roy Rogers, city manager for 
Publix-Great States, promoted to 
| central Illinois supervisor, handling 
117 houses. He succeeds Guy Mar- 
tin. M. E. Berman, from Kankakee, 
| fills Rogers’ post. 








New Haven, Conn. 
George Richardson, ad sales man- 
ager for Paramount here, trans- 
ferred to the Washington branch. 
Succeeding here will be Harry Dike- 
man, promoted from the Boston 
poster department. 





Sumter, S. C. 
David E. Parrish has been ap- 
pointed manager of the Publix-Rex 
theatre. Formerly at the Rex, Col- 
umbia, S. C. 


Salt Lake City, Utah. 
Eugene Karlin, appointed mana- 
ger of the Victory theatre, succeed- 
ing P. A. Speckart, resigned. Karlin 
formerly was manager of ‘“e St. 
Francis (Publix), San Francisco. 


xochester, Minn. 
Chateau Dodge, local Publix house 
now managed by G. C. McKinnon. 
Formerly assistant manager of the 
Century, Minneapolis. 


Ogden, Utah. 
Jack Marpole has succeeded F. L. 
Clawson as manager of the Or- 
pheum (Publix). Marpole comes 
from the Capitol, Salt Lake City, 
where he served as student mana- 
ger. 


Huron, S. D. 
Huron and Bijou theatres now 
directed by Byron McElligot for 
Publix, recetly appointed local man- 
ager. McElligot formerly at the Or- 
pheum, Sioux City, Ia. 

















Thanks to FAN 


JONES and HULL 


Featured in F. & M. “SWEET COOKIES” IDEA 
Direction SHALLMAN BROS. 


CHON & MARCO 


now | 








Publix Switchings 


Realignment of divisional operat- 
ing departments in Publix includes 
the promotfon of several advertis- 
ing and exploitation members on the 
A. M. Botsford staff. 

Move marks Maurice Bergman as 
new publicity director of the Brook- 
lyn-Paramount, and J. C, Furman 
from ads and publicity on the Rial- 
to, New York, to district advertis- 
ing manager under J. L. Kinske, his 
iterritory comprising Kansas City, 
|'Mo.; Denver: Kansas City, Kans.; 
| Springfield, Mo., and Joplin, Mo. 

Furman’s shifting has divided the 
| work at the Rialto between Arthur 
\H. Jeffery and Alexander Gottlieb. 
|Eddie Hitchcock comes into New 
York from Portland, Ore., where hé 
handled publicity of the Portland. 

Recent managerial changes 
|New York list Ted Leaper of the 
Paramount to city manager, and 
Steve Barutior into the Paramount 
from the Rialto. Latter theatre 
hereafter will be managed by Harry 
Coates. John Strock, formerly man- 
ager of front. house operation in 
New York, assumes similar duties 
with the Finklestein and Rubin sub- 
sidiary. 





in 





Chi Exhibs’ New Clause 


Chicago, Jan. 21. 

Local exhibs have covered up as 
regards any future developments 
on the screen with their new con- 
tract with the operators. Looking 
ahead to wide film and third dimen- 
sion, the exhibs have written into 
the contract a clause which states 
that any conditions arising over 
installing new equipment in operat- 
ing booths, which would in any way 
change the conditions of the opera- 


tors, shall be discussed by the 
union, and business managers, if 
these two cannot reach a settle- 


ment the wage committees of both 
organizations are to meet. 

This clause was included after 
exhib-operators in other localities 
had already made provision for an 
extra man in the booth in case of 
any further development in picture 
projection. 





Chinaware Gag 


Providence, R. I., Jan. 21. 
Some film houses here are giving 
away chinaware to boost biz. 
Wrinkle is to give the girls one 
piece of a 50-piece set a week. Ads 
tell that if you attend regularly 
you'll have a set in a year. 


SUES THEATRE AND COP 


Rochester N, Y., Jan. 21. 

Linwood Amusement Corp., and po- 
liceman Charles Galloway were sued 
for $5,000 by Joshua Carson, Strand 
theatre patron, claiming he was 
wrongfully accused of annoying a 
woman and slapped in the face by 
the policeman. 

Manager Paul Fenyvessy and the 
cop, says the-man was taken into 
the office for questioning following 
the woman’s complaint, but denied 
that he was struck or forceably de- 
tained. Action follows numerous 
complaints of rough handling of 
suspects by police. 








Double Talker Program 
San Francisco, Jan, 21. 
First house in this section to offer 
a double talker bill 
theatre in Fresno, Cal. 


Bill was “On With the Show” 
(WB) and “Little Johnny Jones” 
(FN). No increase in prices. 





tly Business” to 


In Case of Wide Screen | 


COAST NOTES 


Mitchell Lewis, “Radio Revels,” 
Radio. 

Mary Brian and Harry Green, 
“Light of Western Stars,” Par. John 
Langan will stage direct, 

Nils Asther in Charles Bickford 
part in Germanized “Anna Christie,” 
M-G. 

Walter 
Nights,” WB. 

John Rogers, “Raffles,” UA. 

Jeanette Loff for “It Happened in 
Monterey,” U. 

George Draney assistant to A. P. 
Younger, scenario editor, Tiff. 

Phillip Holmes, “Devil’s Sunday,” 
Par. 

Katherine Crawford, 
Numbers,” Par. 

Claude Allister, “Florodora Girl,” 
M-G. 

Nance O’Neil, “Ladies of the Eve- 
ning,” Col. 

Billie Hodges with Cal Core as 
casting director and outside contact, 
Tec-Art Studio. 

Radio has changed title of “Strict- 
“Beau Bandit.” 

Nick Grinde and John Meehan 
will co-direct Fannie Hurst’s “Five 
and Ten” for M-G. 

William Harrigan replaces Lee 
Tracy in “On the Level,” Fox. More 
suitable story is being sought for 
Tracy. 

- Allen Kearns replaces Harrison 
Ford and Selmer Jackson replaces 
Bert Morehouse, “I Love You,” 
Radio. Virginia Sale added to cast. 

Directorial assignments at FN 
are William Seiter to direct “Mlle. 
Modiste” and Eddie Cline to do 
“Sweet Mamma.” 

David Torrence, after “Raffles” 
(UA), to Pathe for “Queen Kelly.” 

Florence Eldridge, “Ex-Wife,” 
M-G. 

“The Night Ride,” 
title for “Out to Kill.” 

George Cooper, “Jail Break,” FN. 

John Loder, “Sweethearts and 
Wives,” FN. 

Complete cast, “The Agony Col- 
umn,” WB: H. B. Warner, Claire 
McDowell, Crauford Kent, John 
Loder, Claude King, Sidney Bracey, 
Judith Voselli, Cosmo Kyrle Bellew. 

Eddie Kane, “Framed,” Radio. 

Tyrrell Davis, “The Circle,” M-G, 

Margaret Quimby replaces Natalie 
Moorehead in “Ladies Love Brutes.” 
Miss Moorehead and May Beatty 
in “Benson Murder Case,” Par. 

Dorothy Ward, “Courage,” WB. 

Kenneth McKenna, “In Love With 
Love,” Fox. 

Doris Hill, 
western, U, 

Grover Jones and William Mc- 
Nutt writing original for George 
Bancroft, Par. 

George Chandler, Sid Saylor, Guy 
Oliver, Gus Saville, “Light of West- 
ern Stars,” Par. 

Oliver Garver has joined the Par 
publicity department. 

Barbara Kent loaned by U for 
“Dumbbell in Ermine,” WB. John 
Adolfi to direct. 

Ray Enright, to have directed 


Pidgeon, *Viennese’ 


“Safety in 


U's release 


Ken Maynard’s next 





was Warners’ | 


——== 


PUBLIX-SAENGER ADS 
PAN DAILY FOR PANNING 


Durham, N. C., Jan. 21, 

Publix-Saenger and _ the local 
morning paper are having a passage 
of arms, with Publix taking paid 
space in the daily to reply to 
charges in the editorial columns of 
the same sheet. 

Publix has three houses here, the 
fourth local theatre being owned by 
the city and operated on lesseeship 
by an independent. Paper claims 
Publix makes it as tough as pos- 
sible for the indie, but that the indie 
is responsible for Publix giving bet- 
ter shows than previously. 

Other caustic comment brought 
forth Publix’s defensive advertise- 
ments which the paper replied to 
editorially by claiming it could 
prove everything it said. 

So far looks like a draw. 


. 


AT COLUMBIA BY SEPT. 1 


Radio expects to be in the Co- 
lumbia theatre, New York, with its 
program pictures for weekly show- 
ings at pop prices by Sept. 1. The 
house, home of burlesque for years, 
will be rebuilt to increase its seat- 
ing capacity to around 3,000. 

Until the Columbia 
Radio will continue 
policy at the Globe. 





is 


its 


ready, 
weekly 





$2,500 Fire 

Indianapolis, Jan. 21, 

theatre, south side 
neighborhood house, was damaged 
2,500 by an explosion of films. Gas 
masks used by firemen in battling 
the blaze. 

Blast broke out at 4 a. m., drive 

ing residents of an adjoining apart- 
ment from their rooms, 


Prospect 





“Sweet Mamma” 
by Eddie Cline. 
Complete cast, 


at FN, replaced 


“Sine Flood,” FN: 


Douglas Fairbanks, heli Dorothy 
Revier, Wade Boteler, Dorothy 
Mathews, ILlona Marlowe, Eddie 
Clayton. 

Ladey Horton adapting “The 


Medicine Man,” Tiff. Formerly sec- 
retary to A. P. Younger. 

Monte Blue for main parts of 
“Captain Blood” and “Black Ivory,” 
FN. 


Metro has bought “New Moon” 
for May production and Lawrence 
Tibbett. 


























SPANISH-LATIN AMERICAN FILM BUREAU 


| Now Acting as Advisor for 
SONO-ART’S PRODUCTION, “SOMBRAS DE GLORIA,” 
| STARRING JOSE BOHR 

ADDRESS 


METROPOLITAN STUDIOS, HOLLYWOOD 
Telephone GR 3111 


























ARTS 


Bertram Millhauser 


ASSOCIATE PRODUCER 
Radio Pictures | . 
































21. 
local 


sage 
paid 
y to 
is of 


, the 
d by 
*ship 
aims 
pos- 
indie 
bet- 


ught 
tise- 
d to 
ould 


1 
Co- 
h its 
how- 
The 
ears, 


seat- 


pady, 
bekly 


+ = 

side 
aged 
Gas 
tling 


drive 
parte 


= 
laced 


FN: 
‘othy 
rothy 
nddie 


“The 


sece 


s of 
ory,” 


oon” 
‘ence 











ly 











ie: 





_ ce 











Wednesday, January 22, 1930 


VAUDEVILLE 





VARIETY 33 





State Labor Comm. Starts Actions 
Against Coast Shoestring Boys 


es 
+> 





Los Angeles, Jan. 21. 
State labor bureau is making 
a concerted drive against shoe 
string promoters. Boys have been 
flagrantly defying the law in trans- 


porting actors and other workers 
to outside states, in most cases 
leaving them stranded. 


Labor office 
terested in 


is particularly in- 
warning eastern actors 
who come out here on a chance 
and fall ready prey to these fly- 
by-night guys. Promoters promise 
everything but gold mines, and 
even put it on paper. It would 
save the labor commission much 
trouble and expense, it is claimed, 
if performers from the east would 
first investigate conditions and look 
before falling. 

At present the labor office is pre- 
paring a batch of criminal and civil 
actions against promoters, charg- 
ing them with misrepresentation 
of employment conditions and vio- 
lation of the wage law. 

First of these is against Buck 
Jones, cowboy film actor, who is 
charged with taking out of the 
state around 150 people, in his Wild 


West Show, then stranding them 
in Lancaster, Mo., with more than 
$5,000 in wages due. Not all the 


claims are in yet, but loads of com- 
plaints are being brought in daily. 
Most recent is from George Atkin- 
son, Mary Atkinson, Flying Clouds, 
and Ira Walker, all circus acts, and 
amounting to $250. 

Jones denies responsibility, claim- 
ing his backers walked out on him 
after the show flopped, but the per- 
formers argue that all during the 
time of their employment Jones 
personally asserted his rights of 
ownership, by way of managing, 
conducting and operating the show, 
and, as far as they were concerned, 
the only one whose commands were 
respected. 


“Front Page” Stagehands 


Another criminal action is pend- 
ing against the producers and back- 
ers of “Front Page” coast com- 
pany, with those named including 
Lester Bryant, his brother Ray, Dr. 
Montrose Bernstein of New York 
and John J. Hill. Another in on 
the show was James Norval, but 
the labor office exonerated him 
after he paid off 25% of the Habil- 
ities. Claims on this bust amount 
to $787, and all- from stage hands. 
Equity, it is understood, took care 
ef the actors. Still another fiasco 
was the Jefferson Hiawaiian Films 
Ltd., brain child of one Eska Wil- 
son. The misrepresentation techni- 
ecality applies in this case, with the 
promoter admitting the wage claims 
of Gladys McConnell for $985 and 
Hugh Allan, $1,115. Both were 
potential actors in a non-material- 
izing film of the tropical island. 
Wilson has been ordered to pay on 
penalty of criminal prosecution. 

While these labor conditions have 
been found to exist all around the 
coast, most of the promoters seem 
to emanate from Hollywood and L. 
A. Charles F. Lowy, legal head of 
the local labor office, is responsible 
for drive se on promoters. 


Craig Ready to Work 


Richy Craig, Jr., is back from 
Saranac, fully recovered. He looks 
fine, feels fine and is ready for work. 


Craig returns to action in two 
weeks on a route for Loew’s. 





GIRL’S INJURY SUIT 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 21. 

Ruby Whitmore Loeb, of Pitts- 
burgh, who gave her occupation as 
an actress, filed suit here last week 
in Common Pleas Court for $25,000 
from W. W. Scott for injuries re- 
ceived in an auto crash last sum- 
mer while she was riding in Scott’s 
ear. 


The machine turned over three 
times, Miss Loeb related, and she 
suffered several broken ribs, a cut 


forehead, injured spine and loss of 
eight teeth. Claims that she hasn't 
been able to work since. 





JEWISH GUILD MEETING 
Jewish Theatrical Guild will hold 
an open meeting for members and 
prospective members at the Btjou 
theatre Jan. 28 at 11:15 p. m. 


Willie and Eugene Howard will 
be guests of honor and Charles H. 
Tuttle, United States district at- 
torney, will. speak. 

Annual memorial services will be 
held at Temple manuel Feb. 16. 


e 





| version. 





AMOS-ANDY, TOP RADIO 
NAMES, FEAR PALACE 





} 

Amos ’n Andy, one of the biggest 

radio acts, are afraid to play the 
Palace because they are not actors 


and are afraid of the actor audience 
in that theatre. They have ap- 
peared in other theatres but the 
Palace, they feel, would be tough. | 


However, they are all atwitter be- 


cause Eddie Cantor made mention 
of them in the “World,” and Joe 
Frisco came over to shake hands 








DOUG LEAVITT 


with them in a nite club the other| of LEAVITT and LOCKWOOD 


| have 





evening. They -almost feel that In “Hit-Bits of 1929” 

they have been taken into the pro- With Ted Eddy and Band, the 

fession. Seven Hayden Gloria Girls, Babs 
“We never thought we'd orack | Day and SOCIO SERS SN ee 

the actors,” said Andy. “You see, This week (Jan. 23), Orpheum, 

we are not actors; our stuff is| Denver, Colorado. 

not stage stuff, and we never| Costumes by Saul Burger Modes, 


thought actors would like it. When | Inc. 
we are on the stage we have | 
to gag it up because it is written|™= 
for the radio. Of course a radio 
audience listens to us for a week or 


Direction CHAS. H. ALLEN 





"DISTASTEFUL DITTY 





so and gets used to us, but pro- 
fessional people are looking for | Wife Sings—H ueband Groans— 
something snappy that goes over Socks—Court—Divorce 





immediately.” 

They feel more or less the same 
way about making a talking pic- 
ture. Some day they'll make a talk- | 
ing picture, but it will have to be 
written around their stuff and they 
don’t teel that they are well enough 
known yet.” 


Chicago, Jan. 21. ¢ 

Her husband socked her because 

he didn’t like the tune she was us- 

ing in her vaude act, is the charge 

}on which Mary, Baxter secured her 

| divorce from William Hubert Bax- 
ter, interior decorator. 


Couple married in April, 1923, and 
But if they do make a picture it | separated in July, 1929. 


is likely to be a sad one as they 
think that their best episodes are 
the sad ones, but are limited in 
these by their radio audience. They . ry 
have often wanted to let Ruby Tay- Keith W eeks on Percent 
lor grow ill and lie next to death’s| Clayton, Jackson and Durante will 
door but considered that a number | play six weeks for Keith’s in New 
of hospital patients or invalids| York on a percentage basis, open- 
might be listening and be disheart- jing Feb. 1 at the 86th Street. They 
ened. lare currently in a second consecu- 
itive week at the Palace, New York, 
| where their salary is $4,500. 
K. 0. ICE Trio’s percentage arrangement 
—_———- | with Keith’s is reported to call for 
Hurled From 125th Street Balcony straight salary guarantee of $3,500 
—Puts Sax Player to Sleep | Plus a perecentage over average 
house business. They will continue 
to double with their band from Les 
Ambassadeurs, night club, as at the 
Palace. 

Jack Dempsey, “Peaches” Brown- 
ing and Clayton, Jackson and Du- 
rante are the only acts played by 
Keith’s in New York on percentage 
in recent years. 


Grady Chumps It 


Hollywood, Jan. 21. 
| When Billy Grady of the Wm. 
| Morris office blew in here from the 
east to join Al Jolson on his con- 
cert tour, he fell like a ton of bricks 
for an old, tried and true Holly- 
wood gag. 

Going into his hotel room the first 
inight Grady turned all colors when 
|he found, what he thought was a 
dazzling blonde fast asleep in his 
bed. Although he doesn’t explain 
how he found out, Grady later dis- 
covered the lady was made of wax. 
| Jolson had put her there. 


NORMA KLING INJURED | 


Maylon and Kling were compelled 
to cancel first half at Alhambra, 
Brooklyn, this week, due to in- 
juries suffered in an automobile 
accident by Norma Kling. The lat- 
ter is confined in the Cumberland 
Street Hospital, Brooklyn, suffer- 
ing abrasions and lacerations but 
not listed as critical. 

Miss Kling had appeared in a} 
benefit performance Sunday night 
in East New York and was en route 
to New York City with friends | 
when the party was hit by another 








Schnozzles in Six Eastern 





Piece of ice tossed by a mugg 
in the balcony kayoed Bobby Rol- 
lins, sax player and vocalist in the 
stage band (Walter Clinton’s In- 
vaders) at the R-K-O 125th Street, 
New York, one night last week. 
Rollins received a bad cut on his 
head. 


Reward of $25 was immediately 
offered by the theatre for identity 
of the ice thrower. 








“Temptations” for Vaude 


“Peaches” Browning is returning 
to vaude in an abbreviated version 
of “Temptations,” which in original 
form as a legit show stranded sev- 
eral weeks ago. 


Sam Shannon figured as pro- 
ducer of the road show. Miss 
Browning is bankrolling the vaude 








Casey Coast-Bound 


Pat Casey left for the Coast yes- 
terday (Tuesday). 
He will be gone about two weeks. 





KLEE BEAUT CHAPERON 


Mel Klee, who has been playing 
for Fanchon and Marco, jumped 
into New York from Tulsa, Okla., 
Saturday. 

Klee has been asked to ride with 
the four girls chosen in the F. & 
| M.-Graphie beauty contest on the 





car. Driver fled after accident./ 73 when it i.aves via air, Jan. 26, 
Ruth and Grayson bridged the gap! for Los Angeles. He is thinking it 
at the Alhambra. | over. 








LAUGHLIN ON U SHORTS OUT FOR YEAR 


Chicago, Jan. 21. | Los Angeles, Jan. 21. 
Jack Laughlin, producing B. & K Tough luck is trailing Princess 
units at the Granada and Marbro, | Lavaska. 
leaves Publix March 1 to direct for | She tumbled off a stage and after 
Universal. |}four weeks in a plaster cast to 
He will begin with seven two ree] | mend a broken hip bone, doctors 


} 
j 
| 
| 





shorts. | have informed her she will be un- 
a Ee ae ee ee able to walk for at least a year. 
PIAZZA BACK 
Confined to his home with a se- | Harry Brown Accused 


vere case of grippe, Ben Piazzi, | Chicago, Jan. 21. 
business manager of the RKO book- | Harry Brown was held in the 
ing department, is expected back |county jail charged with fraud. 
to his office today (Wednesday). Charge is he wrote several bounc- 
Since taken ill, Piazzi has lost 24 | ing checks under the alias of Harry 
pounds in weight. }; Cooper. N. V. 


=| ment to team the 


| indignant 





jany where 
itime and heavy money acts. 





200 Acts Penniless 


On Coast: 


Hungry and No Chance for Work 


, 





SCOUTING AIR FOR ACTS 
WANES AS V VAUDE FAD 


Day and night scouting of the air } 
| for radio acts adaptable to vaude 
as a possible draw has simmered | 


| down to almost total inactivity. 


vaude 
left, with the 


the 
and 


time 
right 


For a 
grabbed 


| Keith offices predominant in book- 


of the turns 
but most 


some 
successful, 


ing radio 
been 
have flopped. 


Wanted to Team White 
Girls With Negro Hoofers 


Parents of two white girls, prom- 
inent sister team in vaudeville, are 
over efforts on the part 
sith’s eastern booking depart- 
sisters with two 
colored men in a four-act. 

Whose original idea this was is 
not revealed. 


acts. 





of Ke 





|Murray Answers Federal 


Comm. ‘Fake Ad’ Charges 


Washington, Jan. 21. 

Arthur Murray, heading the cor- 
respondence school of dancing in 
Manhattan bearing his name, has 
answered the complaint of the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission, which 
charged unfair business methods, 
with a flat denial and asks for a 
dismissal of the complaint. 

Murray was charged with giving 
“special rates’ which weren't “spe- 
cial” for his course, with assuring 
prospective pupils that he could 
make graceful dancers out of them, 
which the commission said he 
couldn’t do in every case, and 
claimed he had trained dancing in- 
structors of the U. S. Naval Acad- 
emy, ex-presidents, governors, con- 
gressmen, etc., when he hadn’t. It 
is charged that his whole selling 
campaign was “misleading, decep- 
tive and fictitious.” 

Murray admits he has incorpo- 
rated these statements in his solici- 
tation of business, but claims that 
in each and every instance the 
statements are true. 





TED LEWIS VS. BROOKS 


Backstage Fight in Brooklyn Over 
No One Knows What 








Ted Lewis and Eleanor Brooks, 
specialty dancer in the Lewis act, 
had it out in a pugilistic way back- 
stage at Keith’s Kenmore, Brooklyn, 
last Thursday. As a result, Miss 
Brooks was unable to go on that 
night. She returned to the act Fri- 
day. 

Backs stage account was that Miss 
Brooks delivered the first blow and 
Lewis countered. They broke up the 
fight themselves. No one seems to 
know what it was all about. 

The previous Saturday (opening 
day), Miss Brooks showed up at the 
Kenmore with a discolored eye. She 
explained that it happened when a 
cab in which she was riding stopped 
short. 





Brill’s Big-Time Salaries 

St. George, Sol Brill (indie), the- 
atre on Staten Island, will play Joe 
Cook the first half of Feb 1 week at 
the rate of Cook’s regular Keith sal- 
ary, $4,000. Cook is to receive $2,000 
for the split date. 

The Brill house, 
thur Fisher, 


booked by Ar- 
is one of the few indies 
paying and playing big 





UNNECESSARY SQUAWK 


Contrary to general rumors 
among vaude men, there is no edict 
against vaude producers at Para- 
mount’s Long Island studios. 

Vaude producers have claimed 
they are being discriminated 
against in their attempis to enter 
the talking short field. 





Itiness Causes Split 
Clarke and Harrison have dis- 
solved aiter 10 years as vaude team. 
Ray Clarke's ill health caused the 
split. He has been ordered to rest. 
May Harrisén (Mrs, Clarke) will 


A. is investigating. |do a new act with Harry Farrell. 





| about the same, 


scouts |} 


| other kinds of work, 


—_—— 


Los Angeles, Jan, 21. 
Over 200 vaude acts are facing 
starvation in and around L. A. 
Bern Bernard, Keith booker, daily 


}is receiving letters of appeal fram 


| these 


performers asking for some 
relief. The letters are all 
stating the writer 
is completely out of funds. All 
want to gét away from the coast. 

they have tried 
but find that 
years in the show business have left 
them unprepared for other employ- 
ment, As a rule, they have tried 
pictures, where conditions are 
about the same as vaude for them. 


With about three weeks of vaude 
and practically no club work left in 
this territory, there is little hope 
that these performers will get any- 
thing out of show business here- 
abouts. 


| kind of 


In most cases 





George LeMaire Dies 
In Bed, Heart Victim 


George LeMaire, 46, actor, 
vaudevillian and producer of Pathe 
comedy talker shorts, died sud- 
denly at his home, 15 West 35th 
street, New York, of heart disease, 

LeMaire had been downtown Sun- 
day and that night had been around 
the Friars’ Club where he was pop- 
ular. He was apparently in good 
health at that time. The Jewish 
Theatrical Guild, Friars and N, V. 
A. arranged for his funeral. 


LeMaire was found dead in bed. 
He had planned to be at the Pa 
offices Monday and had ev erything 
set to leave within the near future 
for the west coast to make more 
pictures for Pathe. He had re- 
turned home Sunday night and re- 
tired with no indication of ill 
health. 


He is survived by his widow, 
Marie, a son, Jack, who had ap- 
peared in several of his pictures; 
an only sister, Mrs. Ida Goldgraber, 
living in New York, and three 
brothers, Rufus, in the agency busi- 
ness in Hollywood; William, who 
has been appearing in vaudeville 
doing blackface, and Sam, manag- 
ing Publix (pictures) units. 


LeMaire’s longest stage associa- 
tion was in vaude partnership with 
Frank Conroy, the Conroy and Le- 
Maire comedy act playing the Keith 
houses for years as a headliner 
and also as part of the Winter 
Garden “Passing Show of 1918.” 
They separated and later LeMaire 
teamed with Joe Phillips. 





Divorce On Sleep 


Chicago, Jan. 21. 
Lillian Goldenberg, known profes- 


cured a divorce from Harold Golden- 
berg on charge of cruelty. She 
complained that he was always fall- 
ing asleep—at the theatre, at dinner, 
playing bridge—and that when she 
Ywoke him up he got sore and socked 
her. 

They were married at Crown 
Point, Ind., on Oct. 6, 1920, and sep- 
arated Sept. 27, 1928. Plaintiff was 
given the custody of their seven- 
year-old daughter. 





Carnera a Prospect 


Primo Carnera broke in for a 
vyaude date at Shubert’s Newark last 
Sunday. After his coming fight he 
Plans a vaude tour under Fred 
Nevins’ management. 





ELVIRA GIERSDORF HURT 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 21. 

Elvira Giersdorf, of Giersdorf 
Sisters, appearing at Stanley last 
week in Publix unit, “Match 4 
Revue,” was seriously injured wht 
run down by a truck near the the- 
atre. Removed to Mercy hospital, 
she was found suffering a deep gash 
in the forehead and fractures of 
several toes. 

Act closed as result before first 
show Tuesday night. Unit lays off 
this week, reopening in Buffalo Fri- 
day. According to hospital authori- 
ties, Miss Giersdorf will be suf- 
ficiently recovered at that time to 
join her sisters there. 





Harry Lorraine, who left the 
Fally Markus office (now extinct), 
has permanently settled in the J, A. 
Robbins office, New York. 

~<a 
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Vaude Dialect Comics in Picture 
Shorts Drive Directors to Frenzy 


a 
4 





Putting on a talking 
shoft has its tragic side, 
to short film directors 
writer 
edy is a Jewish 
made up of herring 


according 
and script 


with a cast 
and gag de- 


one 


stroyers. 

There were plenty of laughs in 
the making that weren't included 
in the original script. 

The chief trouble came in trying 
to make vaudeville actors accept 


direction. They’re so used to look- 
ing out at audiences that they can’t 
get out of the habit in front of a 
camera. They’re so used to ad lib- 
bing that they can’t stick to the 
script, and necessitate dozens of re- 
takes with their “side-talk.” Know- 
ing all the “coffee house gags” } 
insert them. 


they | 


Listen to the director's tale of woe | 
| 


—which includes several good rea- 


sons why a picture lot is not a happy 
one—and why it took four average 
shooting days to do a short that 


should have’ taken no more than a} 
day and a half. 

“We were shooting a Jewish wed- | 
ding scene, with a banquet table| 
laden with an assortment of frank- 
furters and-fruit. After rehearsing 
the scene at least twelve times, we 
had to hold the ‘take’ while we sent 
out for more focd. Those herring- 
destroyers had rehearsed eating as 
well as their lines.” 

A Gesture Goes Wrong 


One of the actors had a long 
dramatic speech leading up to a 
comedy finish in which he stuck his 
hand, for emphasis, into a bowl of 

shed turnips. 

t “We rehearsed that bit for two 
hours until it looked as though we 
finally had it right. Lights, mike and 
camera angles set, we start the 
‘take. He gets to the speech and 
we all hold our breath for fear he'll 
do something wrong. Everything is 
going fine He reads the speech 
O. K.—and then forgets to put his 
hand in the turnips. 

“So we do a re-take. This time he 
sticks his hand in the bowl—and 
forgets to pull it out. Two more re- 
takes before we got it right.” 

There was the girl who had ex- 
actly one line to say. This was her 
first picture venture after years in 
vaudeville, so she rehearsed con- 
scientiously, wanting to be letter 


comedy | 


particularly when that com- | 


land Ruth, 


| flash, 


‘Coffee Date in Jersey 
Brings Nothing But Cops 


Plavinge for apples and not even 
getting the seeds burned up the bill 
at the Casino, Emerson, N. J., last 
week-end A five-act show had 
been booked in for Saturday and 
Sunday through Harry Myers, indie 
booker and newcomer to field. When 
the payoff didn't arrive a near riot | 
ensued, with local coppers called in 
ito quell the squawks and advising 
ithe acts to vamp out-of«town be- 


fore inheriting quarters in the town 


| bastile. 
Biz was terrtore voth days. Ralph 
| Myerson, house manager, didn’t 


show later to pay off. 


Acts stormed Myers’ office in the 
|Strand building Monday. Myers in- 
iformed them he would have to take 
icivil action against the house man- 


agement before recovering salaries. 
The five-act bill included Carlo 
Marion Trevor, Clark and 
“Tin Types,” seven-people 
and Rossiter Brothers. 


Shubert Players Reported 
In Vaude With Permission 


Kelly, 





Reported getting permission of the 
Shuberts to do so, artists under con- 
tract to that legit organization are 
going into vaude to fill open time. 
Ted Healy, on the road in “A 
Night in Venice,” a Shubert show, 
anc under contract to the Shuberts, 
foilows Chic Sale for vaude dates. 
Sale opened at the Palace, Chicago, 
New Year’s week, and Healy is 
booked by Keith’s for Chicago and 
Cleveland. Booking was arranged 
through Paul Dempsey. 

Dates (Feb. 1, Cleveland and Feb. 
8, Chicago) are contingent upon the 
closing of “A Night in Venice” by 
that time. Show is in Cincinnati 
this week. 

On returning to Keith’s, Healy 
will have an eight-people act, but 
Betty Healy will not be with him. 
She is on the west coast recovering 
from an appendix operation, 








perfect. Worked well until it came 
time for the ‘take’ and then forgot 
her one line. 

“It was impossible to make the 
cast look at each other when they 
were playing. a scene,” said the di- 
rector. “They'd read their lines 
looking straight at me with an ex- 
pression that asked ‘How am I 
doin?’” 

“But we got around that after a 
couple of hours,” contributed the 
script lad. “John would yell ‘Cam- 
era!’ and then beat it off the lot and 
watch the ‘take’ through a peek- 
hole in the studid scenery.” 

Script-Shy 

Joé Turnip-Forgetter had another 
scene in which he was supposed to 
read aloud wires of congratulation 
sent to the bridegroom. Instead of 
simply reading them, which should 
be an easy trick for an actor, he 
would hold the telegram at arm’s 
length at his side and recite the 
messages with his eyes focussed on 
the camera. When criticized for 
this, he pulled a pained expression 
and explained that he couldn't hold 
up the wire as his neuritis was 
troubling him. 

This same actor was deeply in- 
sulted when the_ studio official 
wanted to make him up. 

He pulled a ;ose of high dignity. 
“T have been ecting,” he stated, “for 
finf und tswanstig years—and you 
vant ta raake me hop!”. 

Out of respect to his ‘“finfi und 
tswantstig years,” he was permitted 
ta do his own making up, and came 

“Gown on the set with a complete 
Moscow Art make-up that would 
have scared children out of the 
theatre and started melting into a 
composite picture of a sun-set un- 
der the studio lights. More delay. 

After all these minor difficulties 
had been met and surmounted and 
it looked as though there might be 
a picture any day now, the mike 
went dead—and stayed dead for five 

hours, with everybody eating up the 
prop food, rehearsing, trying to in- 
terpolate gags and otherwise going 
crazy. Finally the wires were 
splinted together, and it was found 
that the mike could not be moved 

for fear that it would break again, 
pond ali the planne¢ camera angles 


A 
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Berlin, Jan. 8. 
Editor Variety: 
I am writing in regard to my two 
children, Geraldine and Joe. 


them midgets. The girl is eight and 
the boy is eleven. 
be corrected. 


and are well known in Variety’s 
Chicago office. The boy is the only 
one that can spin on his head like 
a top. Chas. DuBois. 





0Z AN AGENT 


Oz, has retired from the stage to 
become an agent. He is joining the 


Max Richards (Chicago Keith) 
agency. 
Polly (Mrs. Oz) is planning to 


continue in vaude. 





Ash’s Cne Week in Chi 

Paul Ash’s return to the Oriental, 
Chicago, Friday (Jan, 
for one week only, 
Publix in New York. 

Following the date, Ash returns 
east to continue his racio and shorts 
production work for Par, 


according to 





Latest R-K-O mangerial switch 
igs the appointment of F. E. Wadge, 
formerly at the Seventh Street, 
Minneapolis, to Proctor’s, Newark. 


Your near-sighted reporter called 
Mistakes should 


The children are American born 


Oz, of the vaude act, Polly and|a 


25) will be 


| 





CARL SHAW 


in “DANCING WHAT AM” 
With Mindel Twins, Antoni Flora 
and LITKA KADEMOVA 
This week (Jan. 18), nonws 
State, New York. 
Management SAMUEL BAERWITZ, 
151 West 46th St., New York 





OF STAGED VAUDE ACTS 


Vaudeville acts and 
not be used in original stage form 
by Warner Bros. in production of 
future Vitaphone talking 
Experience of the short makers to 
date has shown that 
routines carry sufficient effective- 
ness to the screen without drastic 
changes, rewriting and restaging. 

From now on, according to a 
Warner short official, vaude people 
will be engaged as people only and 
without their stage acts, unless the 
act is perfectly suited to screening 
as standing. 


A short time ago Paramount 
adopted a similar plan for ‘talking 
shorts when several stage acts were 
drastically changed for the screen 
transfer. 





scripts will 


shorts. 


few stage 





CONTESTS FOR SHORTS 


Publix-Herman WHunch for Par. 
Products—Want Youngsters 








Chicago, Jan. 21... 
Sam Herman, indie agent, has re- 
turned from New York after con- 
ferring with Sam Katz and A. J. 
Balaban on establishing an agency 
here to supply youngsters for: Par- 
amount shorts. Herman has pre- 
pared plans for a tour of various 
cities to hold theatre contests to 
select the talent. Idea is to then 
bring the short back to the town, 
the youngsters making a screen per- 
sonal appearance. 





Chi Show People Assist 
Actor’s Destitute Wife 


Chicago, Jan. 21. 
While the N. V. A. has instituted 
search for Maurice 
comedian, show people here 
provided that Mrs. Samuels and her 
three children have food and a 
home. 

Absolutely destitute, Mrs. Samuels 
appealed to Judge Haas of renters’ 
court*when her landlord, H. Green- 
berg, obtained an eviction writ be- 
cause she was behind in her rent. 

Bailiffs at the court contributed 
$10 and took her to the R-K-O of- 
fices where agents, bookers, and per- 
formers voluntarily contributed 
enough for the rent and food. 

Mrs. Samuels says her husband 
has deserted her. 


RKO’s Film Lineup 











of succeeding shots had to be 
changed to meet the new dilemma. 

“But it looks as though we got a 
good picture in spite of breaking 
mikes, disappearing props and ac- 
tors,” finished the director. 

In rebuttal of this, however, Joe 
Turnip-Forgetter, himself has a few 
words to say on the subject of pic- 
ture making. Deleted of their dia- 
lect, his words sound something 
like this: 

“If that picture isn’t any good, 
it’s their fault. I was great. I gave 
them every good gag they had in 
the picture. I could have been better, 
only they insisted on giving me di- 
rection. As an author Sam Lewis 





is a great song-writer.” 


Strongest picture line-up RKO 
theatres have ever had for any 
single month is booked for Febru- 


ary, designated and to be bally- 
hooed as “Jos. Plunkett Month.” 

“Hit the Deck” (Radio), “Sally” 
(FN), “No, No, Nanette” (FN), 
“Seven Keys to Baldpate” (Radio), 
and “Their Own Desire” (M-G) are 
among the films. 


Murray’s 2nd Farewell 


After a two-week coast vacation, 
Ken Murray will return for 10 more 
weeks of Keith vaude before leav- 
ing definitely for RKO picture work. 


Murray’s last 10 weeks start Feb. 
1 in Cincinnati. 

















Short Story 


Russ Brown and Mrs. Brown 
(Brown and Whittaker) were 
in Hollywood beating on the 
talker gates. While there they 
were offered some vaude time, 
But they hadn’t done the act 
for several months, didn’t re- 
member the routine and could 
not find a copy of the script. 

Brown remembered the Vita- 
phone short they made of the 
act about a year before. He 
called up Bryan Foy and ask- 
ed permission to see it. The 
team brushed up on forgotten 
stage lines and gestures by 
running the picture in a pro- 


RKO JOINS DRIVE 
TO CURTAIL 
PASSES 


Results obtained by Publix in the 
drive to cut 





down on passes has 
RKO 
has now started a similar offensive. 

RKO theatre press department 


and all house managers were noti- 


caused the fever to spread. 





jection room all day. 














Samuels, 
have | 


| dered by your doctor.. 








SARANAC 


By “HAPPY” BENWAY 


— a 


Saranac, Jan. 18. 
: Pleurisy will have its fling, claim- 
ing three patients this week—Allie 
Bagley, Mary Bradin and Ben 
Schaffer. 
Harmon cherishes a letter 
Gu 1y Barlett, _Wwho | started 


George 
wae 


WARNERS DROPPING USE, “= scan 





Eddie Boss left for the big street 
for a short stay. He deemed it best 
to wait till the holiday spirits had 
left. Broadway before his visit, all 
excitement having been canceled by 


Eddie. 
Chris Hagedorn, who took the 
Nerve operation last June, has 


proven its worthiness by gaining 25 
pounds. He is also feeling at his 
best after a two-year “curing” 
cruise. 





Mrs. Adolphe Menjou, who vaca- 
tioned at the Alta Vista Lodge visit- 
ing her sister, Miss Margaret Drum, 
left for New York city, sailing on 
the Olympic for Paris. . 





Mrs. 
the late George “Honey Boy” 
is a grandmother, the 
weighing eight pounds. 


Evans) 
newcomer 





William Holly hit the Adirondacks 
a little run down. A few weeks here | 
will make a new man out of him. 
He is resting at 7 Front street. 





Lilly Leonora, 80 Park avenue, has | 
taken up leather tooling, an art | 
brought to the Sanatorium by Harry | 
Namba and Vernon Lawrence. 





Richy Craig, Jr., made a flying 
trip here to get his final x-ray, the 
reading of which showed a lot of un- 
played contracts. So Richy opens 
for Loew next week. 





Al Downing, of 10 Baker street, is 
okay for unlimited exercise and 
everything. He was formerly with 
“Scandals.” 





Jimmy Cannon has staged one of 
those wonder comebacks. “It won’t 
be long now” before Jimmy is back 
on the main stem. 





A big event of the week is the im- 
provement of Oscar Loraine. Can't 
stop that old veteran. He is now 
tuning up for the grand opening. 





Fred Rith arrived after q three- 
week “setting” on Broadway. Auto- 
mat eats agreed with him, as he 
added three pounds. Stopping now 
at 64 Park avenue, 





- Harry E. English is a new arrival. 
Not much trouble—just a little tired. 
Now at 9 Front street. 





Weekly Passing Show 


A few “Dont’s” from Dr. Edgar 
Mayer, specialist for Saranac show 
folks: DON’T worry; it gets you 
nowhere...DON’T tell your troubles 
to other patients and DON’T listen 
to their troubles...DON’T be self- 
conscious...DON’T use _ alcoholic 
stimulants...DON’T overtax your- 
self; avoid excitement of all kinds 

.-DON’T play exciting games, as 
poker, chess or bridge whist... 
DON'T play’ exciting music... 
DON’T fear rain or snow...DON’T 
take chance advice of friends: con- 
sult your doctor...DON’T make 
sudden movement of any kind... 
DON’T lift heavy objects of any 
kind...DON’T take drugs unless or- 
-DON’T kiss 
children...DON’T walk fast at any 
time...DON’T forget that a 
CHEERFUL MIND will be one of 
your most valuable assets; the cul- 
tivation of it will be the greatest 
comfort to you...Tuberculosis, after 
all, is the MOST CURABLE OF 
ALL CHRONIC DISEASES...And, 
I might add, DON’T forget to write 
to those you know in Saranac. 





Sol Schwartz Quits 


Sol Schwartz, Keith manager for 
many years and lately at the Jeffer- 
son, New York, is leaving show 
business to go in business for him- 
self. 

Harry Mitchell, transferred from 
the Riverside, replaces Schwartz on 
14th street. 


Allis Evans (sister-in-law of | 


fied this week to tighen up on oak- 
leys and issue free rides only when 
absolutely necessary. New York 
office at the same time requested a 
current list of deadheads for the 
records. At the end of a short pe- 
riod another list will be due, the 
second expected to show a big de- 
crease, and a national check-up 
made. 

Not only will weekly be 
reduced, but RKO may eall 
in many annual passes outstanding 





paper 
also 


and held for insufficient reasons. 
Door lists are to be re-edited and 
local merchants dealt with in an- 


other. way than by the present door 
| pass system. 


Newspaper people and other nec- 
essary free trippers remain exempt 
in the RKO drive, as in that con- 
ducted by Publix. 

One RKO exec stated the 
agers are expected to show a 
mum decrease of 50% 
bers within the next 
| weeks, 


CHARLIE MACK FOLDS 
INDIE DETROIT AGENCY 


Detroit, Jan. 21. 
Mack, head of the Michi- 
gan Vaudeville Managers’ Associa- 


| tion and for several years the big- 
| gest indie vaude booker in this ter- 
ritory, has taken Fally Markus’ cue, 
Mack has given up his agency busi- 
ness and left for Florida by auto 
with Mrs. -Mack. 


Until a short time ago Mack was 
booking around 10 weeks of Michi- 
gan, Ohio and Canadian vaude time. 
Lately sound cut in and cleaned the 
books of everything but a few 
Saturdays and Sundays in and 
around Detroit. 

Mack’s retirement is regarded as 
a sure sign the indie vaude booking 
business is shot in this section. 


“Boycott” Flop 


Vaude is out again at the Opera 
House, Grantwood, N. J., with fu- 
ture policy of house doubtful. 

Tom Matthews, who had. been 
operating the O. H., claims to be 
victimized by a boycott through 
Grantwood residents interested in 
another local amusement enterprise. 
Says they wouldn’t give his shows 
a tumble. 

Vaude flop makes the third nose- 
dive for the house, with stock and 
stock burlesque previously fading. 
House was formerly a dance hall. 


No Publix Shorts 


Previous story that the one and 
two reelers originating at Para- 
mount’s Long Island studio would 
be known as Publix Shorts is 
wrong. Publix has, and will have, 
no production connection with this 
department, 

Theatre chain remains simply a 
purchaser of this type of Paramount 
product under which studio name 
the brief reelers will, of course, be 
released. 


mane- 
mini- 
in pass grab- 
two or three 





| Charlie 








Fannie Brice at $5,000 


Fannie Brice opens Jan. 
Palace, Cleveland, 
weeks at $5,000 per. 

New York Palace follows Feb. 8. 


2,000-MILE JUMP 

Keith’s sent Sunshine Sammy on 
a near record jump from New York 
to Winnipeg, Can., last week for 
six days in Winnipeg and three in 
Calgary as a substitute for Bill 
Robinson, who dropped due to ill- 
ness. 

Sammy jumped about 2,000 miles 
and traveled for two days for the 
nine-day date. Booking office paid 
half the fare. . 

Robinson, who left off in St. Paul, 
resumes: Jan. 31 in Spokane. 
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Loews and R-K-0 Will Play All 4-Act | 


Units in Circuits Southern Houses 


| 
} 
| 


An understanding has been 


reached between Loew’s and R-K-O | 
that each will play a vaudeville unit | 


in the southern territory of each of 
not over four acts. This will grad- 
ually become uniform in all of the 
circuits’ theatres in the south, 

Loew’s will start cutting its vaude 
bills to the 4-turr. size for the newly 
formed units in the 14 weeks of 
southern time booked by Loew’s 

Most of the southern houses now 
booked by R-K-O are on the Inter- 
state Circuit of Texas. Scattering 
furth~- north are a very few Keith- 
booked theatres. 

R-K-O recently started the 4-act 
unit, announcing it first for the 
western .ivision and later for the 
eastern R-K-O houses, 

It is not reported that any agree- 
ment ~vas reached by the chains as 
to a minimum or maximum salary. 
This is left within the discretion of 
the bookers, 


Sun Kines N. Y. Office 


Agency will not relin- 
York office as pre- 
It is angling for 
additional stands, thus giving re- 
maining inde vaude bookers the 
first opposish they have had from 
Sun in the east. 

J. Warren Todd, reported going 
into the Sun main office in Spring- 
field, Ill., will stick in New York 
The Sun circuit currently is more 
tab than vaude. Sun is reported 
anxious to go entirely tab, but a few 
holdotts for vaude are blocking that 
plan. 

Todd leaves next week on a field 
tour through New England and 
Pennsylvania. 


Gus Sun 
quish its New 
viously reported. 





Five-Week Warner Units 
May Build in Pittsburgh 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 21. 

Warners may build its own units 
out of Pittsburgh for several pres- 
entation houses it controls in this 
district, it was reported here last 
week. Acts would be given five or 
six weeks, playing first at Enright, 
here, then moving on to Oil City, 
Erie, Canton, O., and Cleveland. 

Presentations for Enright are 
built here each week and plan is 
to send them out from here com- 
pletely scored and set scenically. If 
idea is carried out, Al Kaye, pro- 
duction manager for Warners here, 
will likely be placed in charge, with 
Jerry Mayhall as his assistant. 

Excepting the Enright, the small- 
er Warner houses in this territory 
have been playing split-week vaude, 





Western Vaude Additions 


Chicago, Jan. 21. 
REO has added three houses to 
the Chicago booking list. All start 
Jan. 26. P 
Times Square, Detroit, will use 
five acts split week; Faurot theatre, 
Lima, Ohio, three acts Saturdays 
and Sundays; Spencely, Dubuque, 
Ia,. three acts first half. 





RESUMES VAUDFILM 
Erie, Pa., Jan. 21. 

Perry theatre, Warner-Stanley 
house, has shelved its stage band 
and m.c. and is back to regular 
vaude. Started yesterday (Mon- 
day). 

Orchestra has been cut to seven 
pieces, and the vaudfilm policy goes 
in at a new top of 50 cents. House 
has not been doing anything all 
season. 





~ VANCOUVER QUITS F. & M. 


Los Angeles, Jan. 21. 

Fanchon and Marco Ideas quit 
playing Vancouver when “Jazz Tem- 
ple” closes Jan. 25. The Strand 
theatre goes straight sound. 

Butte, Mont., takes the Vancouver 
date on the circuit, with “Black and 
Gold” inaugurating it. 





Frisco’s Fast Repeat 
Frisco, at Loew's State, New 
York, last week, will play a quick 
return there Feb. 1. 





Ruth Gordon Halts Act 


Deciding to stick in legit, Ruth 
Gordon has called off proposed 
vaude appearances. 








Filled! 





Keith’s western 
books of the New 
are completely 
March 1, 

Advance setting of the west- 
ern intact shows for the entire 
month of February enables the 
houses to exploit future bills 
more than a month ahead. 


vandeville 
York office 
filled up to 











| VAUDE’S ROCHESTER EDGE 


Publix Putting in Acts at Piccadilly 
—Stage Shows Beating Talkers 


Rochester, N, Y., Jan. 21. 
Publix is installing vaude at the 
Piccadilly this Friday (Jan. 24). 
Plan band for 


is a name 








four or | 


| five weeks and acts from units lay- | 


ling off. 


now change bills weekly to offset 
ithe Piccadilly’s routine. Vaude 
| houses have been getting the local 
gravy, all-sound pictures doing only 
| so-so, even on smashes. 





“Sally” Kills Vaude 


Vaude is out completely for week 
\of Jan. 27 in the Poli, Wilkes-Barre, 
jand the Capito), Scranton, owing to 
|booking of the FN picture, “Sally.” 
Houses ordinarily play five acts 
on a split week. 





Oakland, Jan. 21. 
Local R-K-O Orpheum goes 
straight pictures with opening of 
“Sally” (FN) tomorrow (Wednes- 
day). Film is in for one week 
with chances of holding over. 


“Odds and Ends,” vaude unit 
booked in for this week, was can- 
celled. Unit has been given an- 
other week later on in lieu of Oak- 
land. 





Los Angeles, Jan. 21. 

The Orpheum, San Diego, vaud- 
film, will cut its vaude bill from 5 
to 3 acts week of Feb. 3 due to the 
length of the feature, “Sally.” 

All other Keith coast houses 
playing this picture will make the 
two act cut. 





Tabs Replace Vaude 


Kansas City, Jai. 21. 

The Pantages has discontinued 
its vaude policy for at least a few 
weeks, 

Loie Bridge company is replacing 
with a series of musical tabs, 

Miss Bridge recently recovered 
from an extended illness and has 
just reorganized her company. 





ILL AND INJURED 


Eddie Lyons, general manager 
for Arthur Hopkins, ill with pneu- 
monia at his home. 

Blossom Seeley and Benny Fields 
dropped out of the Palace, Cleve- 


land, this week, due to Fields’ ill- 
ness. Madge Kennedy replaced. 

Bert Wilcox, not Fred ag reported, 
is confined in Reconstruction hos- 
pital, New York. 

Roger Wolfe Kahn is confined to 
his home in Long Island, Case of 
chicken pox. Several weeks prob- 
ably befgre he can be about. 

David Hutcheson (“Sons o’ Guns), 
laid up four weeks because of a 
broken bone in his foot, has re- 
joined show. 

Zelma O’Neal, operated on at the 
Osteopathic Hospital, Los Angeles, 
for appendicitis. 

Jimmy Plunkett, Keith agent, ill 
with flu at home in Rye, N. Y. 

Leonard Stevens, pianist at BBB 
Cellar, Los Angeles, seriously ill in 
California: Lutheran hospital. 

John LeClair, who suffered a 
paralytic stroke, removed to French 
Hospital Monday. 





Vaude has been dropped at Fox’s 
Sunnyside theatre, Long Island city. 

House had been playing five acts 
on a split week 





} 


RKO Temple sound policy will) 








| 
| 


| crease. 
|Long Beach is going from a split 


| 








JOHNNY MURIELL 


SULLY and THOMAS | 


Consistently and successfully pro- | 
ducing laughs in vaudeville. 


Opening January 25, Palace, Chi- | 
cago, for 25-week R-K-O route. | 


Thanking Publix Circuit and Fan- 
chon and Marco for kind offers. 


Direction JACK CURTIS 





& M Now Issues 12-Wk. 


Contract With 3 Options | 


Los Angeles Jan..21. 
Fanchon and Marco playing time 
around the coast is showing an in- 
Fox West Coast house at 


|to a full week with Sacramento re- 





William O’Brien (O’Brien and 
Buckley), who has been quite ill in 
Roosevelt hospital, removed ,_to 
French hospital Monday by the 
N. V. A: 

Sunnyside Vaude Out Po 


cently doing the same. Up north 
Salem moves from a one to three 
day stand while eastward F. & M. 
has acquired a four day stand in 
Butte, Mont. 

Coast producers are now issuing 
minimum blanket contracts of 12 
weeks and are protecting them- 
selves on acts through the privilege 
of exercising three successive op- 
tions. The 12 week route takes in 
Pasadena, Los Angeles, San Diego, 
Long Beach, Fresno, San Jose, 
Frisco, Oakland, Sacramento, Salem, 
Portland, Seattle and Tacoma, com- 
ing in skortly. 

Vancouver, Great Falls and Butte, 
following, are outside of the 12 
weeks, with the eastern route start- 
ing at Denver. Acts are kept in- 
tact up to that point, units under- 
going no changes until hitting New 
York. ¢ 


Minn. R-K-O Unit Opener 

Policy at the Hennepin, Minne- 
apolis, when returning to vaude 
Feb. 1, will be five acts made up of 
the regular four-act R-K-O west- 
ern road show and an added turn. 
Hennepin becomes the opening date 
for the western intact bills, preced- 
ing St. Paul. 

On the same date the Seventh 
Street, which recently supplanted 
the Hennepin as the Keith vaude 
outlet in Minneapolis, reverts to 
straight pictures. 

“Hit the Deck” will be the Henne- 





playing there the weeks Jan. 18-25. 
If strong enough to stay for a third 
week the picture may set the vaude 
opening date back to Feb. 8. 


Balieff’s Full Tour 


Nikolai Balieff and his Russian 
“Chauve Souris,” originally brought 








to America by Morris Gest and 
never having appeared at popular 
prices, will make a complete tour 
of the Publix deluxe chain. 

Russians will constitute a unit in 
themselves. 

At present on the Coast the 
troupe leaves there Jan. 30 to open 
Feb. 13 in New Haven, Conn. 





COLORED ACT FOR KEITH’S 


Adelaide Hall, one of the features 
of the colored musical, “Blackbirds.”’ 
has been placed with Keith’s for 
vaudeville time by Marty Forkins 

Miss Hall opens Jan, 27 in Union 
Hill, N. J. 





Mundy-Sparling Split 
Jack 
have split as a vaude team. 


Sparling has reteamed with his 
former partner, Al Friend, while 
Mundy will head a new five-people 


way. 





Vaudeville has returned to the R- 
K-O Palace at Ft. Wayne, Ind., after 
several months’ absence. Henry 
Kaufman is the new manager, 





Herbert Hoey, formerly attached 
to the Edward Small offices, has 
become manager of the picture de- 





partment of the Max Hart offices. 


pin’s final straight film attraction, | 


Mundy and Jack Sparling | 


flash captioned “So This Is Broad- | 





Anonymous Letters 


Reports in New York and 
from Chicago indicate there is 
a systematized series of anon- 
ymous letters being  writ- 
ten to executives of R-K-O in 
either city. The anonyminity 
of the letter writers is varied 





somewhat by phoney signa- 
tures, with the signers of the 
missives giving no address. 


charges of 


and graft against 


The letters make 
incompetency 


different members of the Keith 
offices in both cities, 

It is not unusual for the 
heads of an: theatrical book- 4 
ing office to receive anonymous 
letters with similar charges. 


These most often are written 
for revenge through the writer 
not securing an engagement. 
This: later series is held to so 
consistently and directed 
against both of the R-K-O 
booking offices in different 
cities that it appears to be or- 
ganized. } 
A couple of surmises have || 
been made to the authors of 
the letters or their instigators. 
Both 
placed. 


surmises sound well 











CHI WESTERN BUREAU 
| : 


| To Be Started Feb. 1 for Western 
Keith Agents 


- ———— 


Chicago, Jan. 21. 


P 2 | 
Bureau for collection of commis- 


| pearance, 
|} names, 


PUBLIX NOT AFTER FILM 
NAMES—KING AT PAR 


Publix will use screen stars when 
and where such bookings are deem- 
ed desirable, but there is no con- 
certed move to import a succession 
of Hollywoodites as reported. 

Insistence by Publix that screen 
celebs do a regular act of somé sort 
and not just make a personal ap- 
would limit the available 
Additionally, the dizzy ideas 
on salary held by most of the screen 
folk makes their con- 
trary to Publix prin- 


employment 
operating 


| ciples. 


; one 


| New 


Dennis King, 
picture, 
York, 


who has made but 
plays the Paramount, 
Jan. 31, with Brooklyn 


ito follow. 


| sion from acts, recently promised to the agents to book acts on the out- 


|latter’s theatres were 
|; the Keith books. 





Keith Agents Ordered 
' To Quit Warner Bookings 





The Keith agents have been noti- 
fied by letter to discontinue dealings 
with the Warner vaude booking office 


on penalty of losing their Keith 
franchises. Order went out when 
the Keith office was reported to 


| have learned the agents were book- 


ings acts with after the 


pulled from 


Warners 


All but two of the Keith-booked 
Warner houses were withdrawn 
| from the Keith floor by request two 
| weeks ago when Keith’s claimed 
| they brovided an opportunity for 


Chicago Keith agents, will be in|side. The Keith agents were ad- 
| operation Feb. 1. Agency will col-|mittedly selling to the Warner 
lect the agents’ 5% for them on}! houses not on the Keith books but 


bookings consummated through the 
western (Chicago) booking office. 
Operating arrangements will be 


the Keith Collection Agency in New 
York. 





Stagehands’ Wage Edict 
Ousts Keith House Vaude 


North Adams, Mass., Jan. 21. 


Stage hand trouble has ousted 
vaude from Keith's. Management 
refused to comply with the stage 
crew's demands for a salary raise. 
The boys walked and the house 
went straight pictures this week. 

Withdrawal of vaude threw the 
musicians out of work along with 
the stage hands. 





Unit Plays 18 Months 


After playing 18 months as an 
F. & M. Idea, “Up in the Air’ was 
sent back to Los Angeles by the 
New York branch last Wednesday. 
It will disband upon reaching the 
west coast. 

Unit was one of the first to start 
east, playing alk the time available, 
including additional Loew bookings. 

Its last date east was in Water- 
bury, Conn., for Fox. 





Sobel’s New Associates 


Following the disappearance of 
Joe Sullivan and the subsequent 
split between him and Nat Sobel, 
agency partners in R-K-O, two new 
representative associates have been 
brought in by Sobel. 

They are Harry Flamm, for many 
years with the Harry Weber and 
Weber-Simon agency, and Kenneth 
Ryan, who was formerly with the 
Pat Casey office. 


COMERFORD SILVER JUBILEE 


About 210 houses in Pennsylva- 
nia under direction of M. E. Com- 
erford will project silver jubilee in 
February, celebrating the 25th an- 
niversary of the Comerford organi- 
zation. 








Delf’s Vaude Jaunt 

Harry Delf, after a lengthy stay 
on the coast in talkers, returns to 
vaude shortly for three Keith weeks 
in the middle west. 

He opens Feb. 8 in Cincinnati and 
follows Feb. 22 and March 1 at the 
Palaces, Chicago and Cleveland. 





Healy and Clare Dissolve 
Healy and Clare have dissglved 
| their vaude partnership after three 
| years. 
| Bill Healy will do a new act with 
|} Sammy Tucker, while Ruth Claire 
| will rejoin her sister, Emily, in <¢ 
singing act. 

2 s 


Waters-Fitzgibbon Double 








have formed a new combine for 
vaude. Both formerly did singles. 





the same as that in practice with | 


Tom Waters and Bert Fitzgibbon | 


booked in the Warner home office. 

Keith booking office’s charge w 
the practice was in opposition to 
the rule prohibiting outside vaude 
bookings by franchised- agents. 
Keith's further stated the outside 
Warner houses were benefiting by 
presence of the few other Warner 
houses on the Keith books, since the 
Keith agents’ material was available 
and sold to both groups. Keith’s 
did not profit by the arrangement, 
besides, it was stated. 

Warner office is maintaining an 
open door policy for all agents, de- 
claring Keith’s barring of its act 
representatives will not affect the 
source of acts. 

“If we can’t get the acts we want 
from Keith agents, we can get them 
from others,” one Warner booker 
stated. 





Pan Boys Will Operate 
New Hollywood House 


Hollywood, Jan. 21. 
Rodney Pantages announces that 
he and his brother, Lloyd, will 
operate the new Pantages, Holly- 
wood theatre, due to open April 1. 
Presentation and pictures will be 
the policy. 





sell the house, 





Film Delays Road Unit 


Next intact R-K-O road show to 
follow Standard No. 7, which opened 
Saturday in Flushing for the east- 
ern houses, will not be put together 
for opening until Feb. 1. This is due 
to the playing of “Rio Rita” in 
Greater New York houses, with bills 
cut by two and three acts. 

Standard No. 8 for Flushing Feb. 
1 will be built around Charles 
“Slim” Timblin. No. 7, just going 
out, is made up of Aileen and May, 
Hughie Eaton, Corinne, Tilton and 
the Chinese Whoopee Revue. 








TACOMA KEEPS PAN NAME 


R-K-O has removed the Pantages 
name on five of the six theatres it 
acquired last summer from Alex- 
ander Pantages, Exception is the 
Tacoma house, which continues to 


pheum-Pantages theatre. 

Keith officials offer>d no explana- 
tion for retention of the name in 
that city. R-K-O Orpheum is the 
new designation for the former 
Pantages theatres in San Francisco, 
Seattle, Portland, Spokane and Salt 
Lake City. 





Zerof's Damage Judgment 
The Appellate Court has affirmed 
|a judgment for $100 in favor of 
| Bessie Zerof, and $75 for Saul 
Zerof in a $1,900 damage suit for 
injuries sustained in Loew's Bed- 
| ford theatre, Brooklyn. 











Johnny Marvin, Victor artist, 


side, New York. 


This spikes all deals to lease or™ 


| be known and billed as the Org 


om for Keith’s Jan. 25 at Rives. 
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Only 6 Hungry 5’ Bands Left in N. Y., 
Usual $3—Top $5—Low, a Flower Pot 








There remain only six “Hungry 


Five” bands in the metropolitan 


area of New York, barely existing 
from day to day on the pennies and 
nickles thrown by those among 6,- 
000,000 citizens who still relish the 


finer things in music. 

Average daily gross of these Ger- 
man quintets has slipped below $3 
The record day take for one outfit 
during 1929 was $5—exactly $1 per 
man. The most adverse criticism 
this same outfit received during the 
year was a flower pot, hurled from 
a second story window through the 
head of the base drum. 

To earn $2.50 or $2.75 per day the 
five men arise at daybreak and set 
out from their community room on 
Third ave. In backyards, on side- 
walks and streets, the boys park 
their weary dogs at 
break into a hot jazz number. 
old German classics are 
rarely played. The American peo- 
ple, says one leader, are jazz mad, 
so mad music is what they get. 

There are other evidences of a 
losing battle to keep up with the 


The 
oom-pah 


times. A German band invading 
Times Square sported a leader 
tooting a stream-line up-to-the- 
minute saxophone. The leader’s 
collar was stiff but not celluloid; 


his tie was a flashy but not gaudy 
four-in-hand. His assistants, not 
having the benefit of a _ leader’s 
gross percentage, retained their in- 
flammable collars and _ shoestring 


intervals and | 


ties. They had that hunted appear- 
jamee but their eyes were lighted 


| with the flame of unappreciated but 
jundying artistry. 


| Only Christmas remains as a 
favorable gross period, said the| 
| leader, When the saloon disap- 


| peared so went the Hungry Five's 
|}public. The boys tried playing out- 
|side speakeasies for a while, but the 
|}cops shooed them 

against the law to 
| drinkers. 

Some 12 years ago this one band 
came from Germany, expecting to 
kill two birds with one stone by 
escaping the aftermath of war and 
picking up some needed nuggets off 
American streets. It found no gold 
and there are still people, claims 
the leader, who don’t know the war 
is over. Upon request he will ex- 
hibit a slight dent in his skull. 

It all seems rather hopeless. The 
band swings into *Carolina Moon” 
and the drummer abandons his post 


disturb the 


to snatch a nickle tossed from a 
window across the _ street. The 
leader quits his sax as he sees 


something fall to the sidewalk sev- 
eral paces away. It is a wad of 
chewing gum, wrapped in paper by 
some practical joker who doesn’t 
appreciate jazz a la symphony. Re- 


plays on without interruption. If 
somebody else throws a nickle the 
band will become a duo. If some- 
body throws a brick it will become 
a memory. 











_—, a 


Borris M. 





away. It’s | 


duced to a trio of horns, the bandd 
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P PARIS 
Palace Revue 1928-1929 





Porteno Theatre 


BUENOS-AIRES 


Revue 1 9 2 9 





Barberina 


BERLIN 


Ambassadeurs 


1929 





qe LON 


Coliseum (Return) ) 


Palladium 


Cafe De Paris 


the music of Schumann. 


appreciation. 
“These young ladies are 


IRWIN 








Holborn Empire 


“THE STAR,” London, Jan. 7, 1930 


“IT recently saw two young ladies, whose zeal was 
greater than their discretion, flounder about like seals to 
This performance gave me a 
temporary distaste for ‘acrobatic dancers,’ but the Irwin 
Twins have, with their grace and lightness, restored my 


beauty ; every movement is informed with delicate grace. 
» They are so extraordinarily alike that they are able to 
give complete illusion in a mirror dance. 
marvel of synchronized movement.” 


Doing Nicely, Thank You 


DON 


1930 





~ 


models of lithe and lissom 


This is a 
A. E. Wilson. 


TWINS 
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INCORPORATIONS 


New York 


Duke Ellingtem, Manhattan, theatres, 
pictures, plays; Irving Mills, Duke Ell- 
ington,‘ Samuel J. Buzzeil. 

Affiliated Activities, New York, the- 
atres, pictures, securities; Samuel Green- 
wald, Raymond Feiden, Murray _ T. 
Feiden. 

Forrest Productions, Manhattan, the- 
atres, pictures; Forrest C. Haring, Jack 
Del Bondio, Dwight Deere Wiman. 

Jess Producing Co., Inc., Manhattan, 
Plays, pictures; Samuel Bernard, Rose 
Block, Samuel Rabin. 

Grand Opera International Corp., Man- 
hattan, picture studios, theatres, plays; 
Komar, Morris Cooperstein, 
Leo Singer. 

Reelnews Corp., New York, picture ap- 
paratus; Benjamin Shapiro, Morton C. 
Steinberg, David Gelman. 

58th Street Plaza Theatre, Manhattan, 
theatres, realty, pictures; Leo Brecher, 
Daniel G. Griffin, Samuel Brooks. 


_Downes Entertainment Bureau, Mt. 
Vernon, entertainment employment 
ageny; Muriel Downes, W. Wallace 


Downes, Mark Lellek. 
T. Sheppard, 
Vernon. 

Judea Films, Inc., Manhattan, pictures; 
Joseph Seiden, Samuel Berliner, Morris 
Goldman. 

Out of a Blue Sky, New York, theatri- 
cal proprietors: Robert L. Cookingham, 
Frank C. Taylor, Kenneth R. Gregory. 

Goldstar Pictures Corp., New York, 
pictures, $10,000; Ernest Stern, Madeline 
Stern, Robert Spear. 

Audio Products Corp., New York, pic- 
ture apparatus; 8S. Edward Ginsburg, 
Max Harlem, Robert G. Sheller. 


Change of Name 


Filed by Gordon 
26 East Ist street, Mt. 


From William Fox Securities Corpora- 
tion to William Fox Holding Corporation. | 
Filed by Guggenheimer, Untermyer and 


| Marshall, 120 Broadway, New York. 


Dissolution 

Filmtone Corp., Bronx. Filed by Joffe 

and Joffe, 141 Broadway, New York. 
Pennsylvania 
Harrisburg, Jan. 21. 

A state charter was issued to the 
Miracle Museum, Inc., of Pittsburgh. The 
capital stock is $5,000 and the purpose of 
the corporation is to mtaintain museums 
for public exhibitions. Incorporators are 
Hyman T. Little, 6337 Forbes street, 
Pittsburgh, treasurer; William J. Mur- 
phy, 7526%4 Hamilton avenue, and Henry 
J. J. Schmitt, 1705 Carson street, both of 
Pittsburgh, 

Delaware 

Refiectograph Corp., pictures, signs, 
etc.; $100,000; Harry Feld, Harry Miller, 
Samuel Weberman, N. Y. 

Advertiesrs’ Press, printing and’ pub- 
lishing; J. M. Frere, J. A. Frere, C. R. 
Murphy, Wilmington agents. 

Seattle Times Co., printing and pub- 
lishing; $1,000,000; also 21,000 shares no 
par; S. L. Mackey, J. Skrivan, H. Ken- 
nedy, Wilmington, Del. 

Rialto Theatre Co., theatres; Rueben 
Satterwaithe, Jr., William H. Foulk, Mae 
A. Ryan, Wilmington. 

Public Recognition, general advertising 
and publicity; H. E. Grantland, H, H. 
Snow, L. H. Herman, Wilmington, 


NEW ACTS 


Bobby Barry and Dick Lancaster, 
comedy two-act. 

Ricardo Cortez, sketch. 

Lew Kelleher and Myrtle Fields. 








Allan and Jean Creil have re- 
turned from a 14-months’ tour in 


| Europe. 





Inside Stuf—Vaudeville 


J. Haber, of RCA-Victor, which controls Theremin, the ether musical 
device, denies that Lane, Osborne and Chico, doing a vaude act, did not 
go through with plans to use the instrument because it was not ready 
for public display. 

Haber’s understanding is that “Leon Theremin’s manager heard Lane, 
Osborne and Chico’s performance on the Theremin and later suggested 
that they eliminate it until they could play it well enough to do full 
justice to this new musical instrument and to their own artistry.” 

Previous_story was that the act purchased a Theremin at $250 but 
did not continue with the instrument following one show at the Franklin 
because RCA wanted to exploit the Theremin itself and was at that 
time preparing an act for presentation on Keith’s built around the mu- 
sical device. 

This act was later produced but played only one date, a half week 
at New Rochelle Jan. 11. Haber states that the implication that actors 
or others cannot use or exploit Theremin on the stage is wrong. 





It is costing R-K-O around $4,000 for the pins, good luck | coins, 
badges, buttons and stamps distrbiuted in connection with the “January 
Good Times Jubilee.” 


R-K-O’s weekly radio hour over the NBC network is costing that 
vaude chain and its picture subsidiary $400,000 a year. That sum is just 
for “time.” 


R-K-O vaude is getting some extra plugging in the shows booked and 
staged by the circuit’s club department. R-K-O vaude is mentioned and 
praised several times during the course of the club performances. 

With an Edward Small on the casualty list of the air crash on the’ 
coast Jan. 19, the report quickly spread in New York that it was Edward 
Small, the picture play broker and agent. 

Rumor was unfounded. 


- 


Well known femme headliner was trying out a new song at Keith’s, 
New Rochelle, when a not so polite razzberry.arrived from the balcony. 
It came from sailors, who possibly resented the nature of the number, 
which concerned sea-sickness. 

Headliner abruptly stopped and asked the audience if she should go 
on. Answer was “Yes,” and she did. 

Under the arrangement whereby Amos and Andy, radio stars, play 
Publix theatres, telephone wire charges to Chicago from whatever city 
the team is playing is paid by Publix on broadcast night. This amounts 
to around $1,500 additional to salary but varying according to distance 
from Chicago. 

Pair will play the Paramounts, New York and Brooklyn, in March. 

A box office order given by an actor upon a theatre where he is or will 
be engaged, is a final direction for the theatre to pay the amount stipu- 
lated. The actor has no further authority and the box office order when 
delivered at the theatre not only becomes a lien upon the moneys due 
the actor who signed it, but upon the theatre receiving the order. Nor 
has the theatre manager any discretion but to deduct and pay over as 
directed in the order. 

This has been established by “Varicty,” with the legal departments 
of many circuits sending notices to this effect to house managers. Fre- 
quently actors give “Variety” box office orders in settlement for advertis- 
ing. For those actors later to request the house managers not to honor 
the order or pay it in part only can embarrass the manager and the 
actor, for the manager is powerless while the actor cannot repudiate the 
order; it is irrevocable. ' 

This is printed to avoid the embarrassment for house managers and to 
let the actor plainly understand a box office order. 








AMERICA’S 





HEIDT, HEIDT, HEIDT UP IN THE HILLS 
WATCHING THE CROWDS ROLL IN! 


HORACE 


HEIDT 


CALIFORNIANS 


“AMBASSADORS OF RHYTHM” 


ACCLAIMED EVERYWHERE AS THE MOST VERSATILE AND ENTERTAINING 


SAILING FRIDAY, JAN. 24 


CASINO, MONTE CARLO 


Au Revoir—But Not Good-Bye 


HEIDT-POWERED BOX OFFICE 
SENSATION 


And His 


BAND IN AMERICA 


OPENING FEB. 8 


AT THE 
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| News From the Dailies 





for these news items; each has 








This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub-« 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Los Angeles and. London. 


Variety takes no credit 
been rewritten from a daily paper. 








LONDON 


Huxley’s “Point Counterpoint,” is 
due at Daly’s the end of the month. 
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Arabelle Merrifield, opera singer, 
| in a suit for $98,970 alleged alimony 
j}arrears. against G. E. Merrifield, 
| chain store organizer, claims her 
husband forced her to sign a sup- 
port waiver for $1,500 by threatening 
to totally discontinue her weekly 
allowance. 


Peggy Udell, former showgirl, has 
started suit for divorce against 





Jimmy Conzelman, pro-football 
player, in West Bend, Wis. 

Mrs. Harriet — wealthy ma- 
| tron, was found dead in the pent- 
| house bachelor apartment of Dudley 
| Murphy, picture director, It is 


| claime dd the woman left her broker 

husband to associate with Broadway 
| celebrities, and had been thrusting 
| her attentions upon Murphy. 


Tuesday night she entered the 
apartment and refused to leave. 
Murphy and John Barbour, an in- 


terior decorator, slept in the bed- 
room while Mrs. Adler remained on 
a divan. She was found dead in the 


Jeff Dickson, American boxing “Love Lies,” British musical rec- 
promoter, has been offered a license|ord-breaker, leaves Gaiety Jan. 18 | 
by the British Board of Boxing Con-j|for tour. Darling, I Love You,” 
trol, so ending furious feud. |}with Nora Lennox and George 

—— i}Clarke, follows. 

For stealing from the funds of the i, 
3ritish Legion, for whom he was “Illusion,” by Jean-Jacques Ber- | 
employed, Major Chessman, of Lon- | nard, playing the Everyman. First 
don, landed four months. time in England. Josephine Wilson 

ed Douglas Burbidge and Gabrielle 
Casartelli in lineup. 

Lee Ephraim intends to experi- ese 1S. 
ment with twice nightly musical 
comedy shows at popular prices. Lewis Casson and Sybil Thorn- 
Starts his scheme Easter in the West | dike, in Benn Levy's “The Devil,” at 
End. Twice nightly shows (other the Arts. Will probably play it 


than vaude and film) are unknown 


round here. 


Sir Thomas Beecham plans six 
operas for the Imperial League of 
Opera’s new season. 

Panic in a Greenock (Scotland) 
cinema was just prevented by at- 
terndants. Somebody fired a squib 
and a boy, remembering Paisley, 
dashed into the street and was killed 
by an auto. 





Bond street jeweler has installed | 


a gadget whereby heavy steel blind 
falls over his window if the glass is 
broken. First attempt to scare off 
smash-and-grab raiders, now reap- 
ing harvests here. 


Gerald du Maurier and Gladys 
Cooper are reviving Gilbert Wake- 
field's “The Garey Divorce Case.” 


“Milestones,” long runner by Ar- 
nold Bennett and Edward Knoblock, 
is due for revival at the Criterion, 


with Clare Eames and Allan Jeayes 


in the cast. 


Leon M. Lion’s 


production of 


their 
badly. 


during public run, 
play doing pretty 


Napoleon 








NEW P TORK 





Janet Beecher retained custody of 
| her child longer than the court or- 
| der permitted, and was ordered by 
Justice. Churchill to return the 
youngster to its father, Dr. Richard 

Hoffman. Couple separated in 1928. 

Rudy Vallee is guarded constant- 

ly by private bouncers, says a tab. 


Followed threats of murder sent by 


an -anenymous racketeer calling 
himself The Whistler, for "what you 
done to Agnes O’Loughlir.” Whis- 


tler says he will call off the murder 
for $100,000. 


Dramatists’ Guild of the Authors’ 
League announced its support of 
theatre managers attempting to curb 
ticket speculation. 





Thais La Pe, 
in jail in Washington last year ona 
larceny charge, must face: another 
charge of violation of parole. Affi- 
davits have been filed by detectives 
employed by Gilbert Colgate, Jr., 
that the Russian dancer tried to ex- 











tort money from him because of an 





Refined Ballroom 
Dancing Partner Wanted 


HILDA KAHLE 


328 West 96th Street 
New York City 


| alleged common-law marriage. 


S. Alexander Cohen, the private 
detective who was slapped in the 
face by Gloria Swanson in 1926 
when he attempted to serve a sum- 
mons, claims he has received a 
handsome settlement out of. court. 
He sued for $25,000. 








Andrew Geller, wealthy owner of 








J 


a chain of shoe stores, has protested 





ENOS FRAZERE 


“Acme of Finesse” 
- THIS WEEK (JAN. 18) 
-PALACE, NEWARK 


Managers 
LOUIS MOSELY & LEE STEWART 





against his daughter’s appearances 
in a Broadway show, claiming she 
joined the cast without telling him. 
If Evelyn Gaile continues in the 
show, says Geller, it will be despite 
his protests, Very p. a. 


W. K. Henderson, operator of sta- 
tion KWKH, in Shreveport, La., 





agreed to refrain from using ‘damn” 





and “hell” in his radio talks. It had 
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almost become a national issue. 











Action alleging infringements of 
two patents dealing with improve- 
ment of radio and wireless com- 
| munication was entered in U. S&S. 
| district court at Wilmington; Del., 
by the Radio Corp. of America and 
the American Telephone and Tele- 
graph Co. against Universal Wire- 














in four hourly intervals daily. 
courteous of manner. 


Address, giving house and tele 





WANTED 


Female PALMIST, GYPSY FORTUNE TELLER 
or CRYSTAL GAZING FUTURE READER 


for large department store chain free stunt for customers, to work 


NOVOMAN, Variety, New York 


Must be of goo dappearance and 


phone number and salary desired 


sentenced to 90 days | 


morning, apparently strangled bya 
| rope of pearls which she wore. 


Edward (Daddy) Browning, sched- 
uled to appear in court this week 





to oppose $25,000 suit brought by 
Helen Wice, who ciaims she was 
jpushed through a window at his 
|Christmas party in 1928 and had a 


severed in her leg 


;nerve 





Underseas film being shown to 400 
members of the Explorers club at 
ithe Hotel Astor Sunday night by 
J. E. Williamson caught fire. Mem- 
|}bers calmly remained seated while 
the blaze was extinguished. 

Dorothy Stone, 22, denies reports 
| She’ll marry Will Rogers, Jr., who 
jis only 17. She’s a daughter of Fred 
Stone. 

Garret Garet, the writer, was 


seriously wounded by three masked 
men in a west 15th street restau- 
rant holdup Sunday night. A mem- 
ber of his party stated he refused 
to obey commands. 


| to commentjon the shooting. 


S. N. Behrman announces he will 
collaborate with Eddie Cantor on a 
comedy. Also says he has a musi- 
cal collaboration scheduled with 
George Gershwin. Behrman left for 
Hollywood Monday. 





On complaints made by a mem- 
| ber of the Sabbath Day Committee, 
managements of the Walter Hamp- 
den, Craig theatre and Theatre 
Guild were served with summonses 
Sunday night because of dance re- 
citals being presented. Margaret 
Severn, at the Hampden, was the 
only dancer given a summons. 





Amelita Galli-Curci stated her 
resignation from the Metropolitan 
Opera company was induced by her 
belief that opera is out of tune with 
progress—especially at the Metro- 
politan. She also aimed a few mis- 
cellaneous shots at the Met. 





Georgia plantation owned by H. 
M. Hanna, is equipped with a wired 
theatre exclusively for entertain- 
ment of employees on the 17,000- 
acre tract. RCA Photophone wiring. 





Joseph Schenck, who returned 
last week from London with Sam- 
uel Goldwyn, announced United 
Artists would construct a picture 
theatre on Piccadilly Circus, with 
the site costing $5,000,000. 


Fortune Gallo stated he has dis- 
posed of his lease of the Gallo the- 
atre in order to devote most of his 
time to operation of station WCDA. 


There is now $4,000,000,000 in- 
vested throughout the world in th: 
picture industry, says a survey pub- 
lished by the International Labo 
Organization at Geneva. Half th: 
sum is accredited to American in- 
terests. Survey is to be used a: 
basis for proposing future interna- 
tional labor conventions regulating 
the work of picture employees. 


Trial of May West and the 57 
performers who _ participated in 
“Pleasure Man,” has been set for 
Feb. 3 over protests of Attorney 
Nathan Burkan, who said it would 
greatly inconvenience Miss West to} 
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inications and Deforest | 


March. Miss West and the com- 
pany were indicted Oct. 5, 1928, on 
charge of maintaining a _ public 
nuisance. 





Enthused by reports of pictures 
being shewn in planes, Harvey Dib- 
ble experimented on recorded. de- 
tective stories for patrons of his 
father’s bus line running between 
Cedar Grove, N. J.,.and Thumb 
Point. Poor timing forced passen- 
gers to leave the bus before the 
story had been finished, and the 
idea was abandoned. 





Phil K. Dalton, controlling the 
| play, “Chuckles,” has filed suit for 
| $100,000 igainst Bobby Clark and 
| Paul McCullough, claiming material 
j} the team used in a talking short 
was taken from the play. Sum- 
mons also was served on the Fox 
Film Co, 

Claiming Donald Shriner owes 
her $685 temporary alimony and is 
spending everything on an actress 
named Diana Gray, Virginia Shriner 


has appealed to the Supreme Court 
in White Plains to deposit her hus- 
band in jail. 


Electric and 
Electric are 
ning to sell radios 
own organizations 
leasing through the 


General 
house 


Westing- 
reported plan- 
through their 
instead of re- 
Radio Corpo- 





Garet refused | 


return from her Coast tour before | 


ration of America. 


Emanuel 
millionaire, 
cident in 
husband 
actress. 


Margulies, 
killed in an 
Jacksonville, 
of 


New | Jersey 
airplane ac- 
Fla., was the 
Marguerite Zander, 


LOS ANGELES 


Elmer Tepoorten, motion picture 
technician, was arrested for striking 
a woman in a Hellywood hotel, 

Superior Court Judge Hollzer 
ruled that Mary Pickford will not 
have to pay $38,000 inheritance tax 
levied on a $780,000. joint trust fund 
established by the actress and her 
mother, the late Mrs. Charlotte 
Pickford. 





Municipal Court Judge Frederick- 
son specified that Belle Bennett was 
not responsible for a $1,500 debt 
incurred by her husband, Fred 
Windemere, director, and dismissed 
action of Windemere creditors who 
had attached her bank account. 


Aimee Semple McPherson has 
asked permission of the State Cor- 
poration Commissioner to form the 
Angelus Prod. Co., Ltd., for the pur- 
pose of making a talker of her life 
and adventures. 


Bench warrants were issued for 
the arrest of Sam Landesman, pro- 
prietor of the Girlesque theatre, and 
six showgirls when they failed to 
appear for trial on charges of pre- 
senting an indecent performance. 
Bail of $50 each was forfeited. 

A venture to produce Chinese pic- 
tures for release in China ended in 
court when Jacob Sui and his 
brother, Y. C. Sui, asked that their 
agreement with James Wong Howe 
be dissolved and an accounting of 
$1,000 be given. 





Lydia Yeaman Titus, actress, who 
died recently, left an estate valued 
at $1,500 to Emma Brazil, lifelong 
friend. 


Warrant was issued for the arrest 
of E. F. Mills, shoe store proprietor, 





when Lee Critchfield, film dancer, 
swore out a battery complaint 
against him. Miss Critchfield also 
filed a salary claim for $315 for 
work done in his store. 





William Powell, divorced by his 
wife, Jule M. Powell, on charges of 
mental cruelty. Property settle- 
ment and joint custody of their 
four-year-old son was approved by 
the court. 


Ralph Arnold, former manager of 
the Ship cafe, ordered by the court 
to pay $84.50 to three chorus girls 
who brought suit for salary due 
them. Arnold promised to pay with- 
in 90 days. 

Maurey Love, alias Maurey Kos- 
loff, arraigned in Municipal Court 
on a petty theft charge of obtaining 
money from Mrs. Charlotte Scherrer 
| for tuition of her daughter in the 
| Hollywood Photo Players School, 
| which he formerly operated. Love 
pleaded not guilty and a jury trial 
was ordered for Feb. 13. He was 
released on $250 bail. 

Box office of the Hollywood Play- 
house held up and robbed of $75. 





promised to 
musician, 


Declaring he never 
marry Vivienne Sengler, 


who is suing him for $100,000 dam- 
ages, Maurice Costello made a 
sweeping denial of the charges in 
bhis answer to the suit: Case will 


| probably not come up for trial for 


some time. 

Joe (Boomer) Robinson, boxer, 
serving six months in city jail for 
petty theft. He pleaded guilty to 
lifting a $400 coat from a Woman. 

Natalie Mercedes. Jarvis, known 
on the screen as Dollie Jarvis, lost 
out in a court battle to collect on 
her grandmother’s estate valued at 


in favor of 
of Ookland. 


Court decided 
Kleeman, 


$20,000. 
an uncle, Dr. 





Fire starting in the cutting room 
of the Phono-Kinema studio, Hol- 
lywood, caused a loss estimated at 
$75,000. Nobody hurt. Two nega- 
tives of Edgar Guest subjects and 
two of Art Mix westerns. destroyed. 


Blue law for L. A. 
as Mayor Porter is concerned. 
Mayor eniphatically stressed his 


(Continued on page 43) 


is out, as far 





—REMEMBER 8S 


When Willie and Eugene Howard 
and Thomas Potter Dunn were the 
Messenger Boy Trio? 


When Jack Okie was a chorus boy? 

When Jimmy Durante was a bum? 

When Frank Fay was Dyer and 
Fay? 

When Ken Murray and his father 
were Don Court and Griffith? 


When ‘Al and Harry were Jolson 
and Jolson? 

When Al Trahan wore his stage 
suit off as well as on? 

When Jack Pearl was the only 
homely member of Herman Becker's 
girl-act? 

When niembers of the R.O.C.T. sat 
on chairs? 

When Basil (Mrs. Gerson's) Ger- 
son was cigar clerk at the Knicker- 
bocker and his first name wds Meyer? 


—_By AL TRAHAN— 
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PALACE 
(St. Vaude) 

Badly spotted nine-act straight 
yvaude bill, delivering its best punch 
too early and, like a boxer who leads 
with his left, wide open, off balance 
and at loss thereafter for a blow 
with which te follow up. 

Show ran half an hour past five 
o'clock Saturday matinee. Divers 
opportunities offered for time trim- 
ming, with that probably taken care 
of at night. If re-spotting was not 
done at the same time, it 
have been. Part of the length due 
to overstaying that in at least two 
instances was downright hogging. 
Chief offenders were Charles Ben- 
nington and Odette Myrtil. 3en- 
nington’s out is that he opened the 
show without advance knowledge of 
how long the bill might run. But 
Miss Myrtil went on at a quarter to 
tive, with two acts still to go, and 
insisted on adding a speech, a song 
and a story. Everything liked be- 
cause Miss Myrtil was liked, but she 
could have shown more regard for 
those who were to follow. 

Bennington’s stage holding worked 
the other way, for it affected him 
more than the others. At one time, 
when it appeared logical for the act 
to end, Bennington had the audience 
in his mitt. After that he did his 
best to make it appear the act would 
never finish. Customers reacted in 
the negative manner and switched 
from a highly responsive crowd to 
one that refused to repeat itself. 

Clayton, Jackson and Durante and 
band, in their second week, again 
were the sock. This week, however, 
no Ken Murray to balance, and the 
boys are closing the first part in- 
stead of the show. Comedy that 
followed was in a pretty tough spot, 
and the only real subsequent laugh 
stuff was contributed by Jay Bren- 
nan and Stanley Rogers. Even such 
a perfect next-to-closing comedy 
talking act as this ran up against 
unusual odds. 

Preceding the schnozzles was the 
bill’s third and remaining comedy 
entry, Charles “Slim” Timblin and 
Co. (No. 3), and repeating at the 
Palace after about a year. Cabin 
scene in the middle is new, but the 
balance unchanged. Timblin’s black- 
face preacher bit, brought by the 
comic from burlesque, stood up, and 
the act sailed over a hit. 

After Bennington permitted his to 
slip, the bill's first click arrived im- 
mediately after with Madie and Ray 
in the deuce. These two dancing 
and rope. spinning youngsters, 
brother and sisters, are natural 
show stoppers. Whatever Keith’s 
might be paying them, they are 
worth it. 

No. 4, surrounded by Timblin and 
the schnozzles, came Frankie Heath, 
of the old guard of vaude's singing 
singles. Miss Heath has added 
weight, and the dress she wore Sat- 
urday was far from flattering, but 
otherwise unchanged, as a single or 
in effectiveness. One mistake Miss 
Heath seems to be making is using 
her two strongest songs first and 
two inferior numbers to close. The 
pace struck with the second number 
is not maintained from then on. 

Clayton, Jackson and Durante 
were 31 minutes closing the first 
part, and, in contrast to others, their 
31 seemed like 11. <A zippy style of 
nuttery is but one of the trio’s 
points. Current routine entirely 
changed from the week before. Back 
to the standbys this week to sing 
“Broadway” and “Jimmy, the Well- 
Dressed Man,” two numbers they 
ean stand by for the rest of their 
days. Everything whammed across. 

Waite Hoyt has changed from a 
girl partner to J. Fred Coots, the 
songwriter, and this combo, plus 


May Questelle, the Helen Kane 
amateur contest winner, opened 
the second half. Newsreel 


dropped from intermish to push 
things along. Hoyt is now sharing 
more of the spot with Coots, and 
Coots’ reminiscing about his past 
compositions is the only legit sec- 
tion of the turn. Hoyt first of all 
flashes apleasing front. After that 
he sings, well enough, but enough to 
show that he’s still a ball player. 
Miss Questelle was mistaken for 
Miss Kane herself when walking on, 
and received some surprise ap- 
plause, but more applause later on 
when giving the best imitation of 
Miss Kane yet seen or heard. 

Miss Mpyrtil’s classy but slow- 
moving offering was another set- 
back for the second part’s gait. In 
“one” with a man pianist, she sang 
twice before picking up the violin 
she plays so well and dances so 
gracefully to as accompaniment. 
Her music master number on full 
stage could easily have finished the 
act. 

William Seabury (New Acts) 
probably thought he'd never get on. 


His 20-minute specialty dancing 
company (6) stretched it to 5.30. 
Act held the house in well for so 
late. 
Bookers could have picked the 
running order out of a hat. Bige. 
Eddie Lambert starts new series 


of 12 shorts for Educational in May, 
Steve Roberts writing-directing. 

Pauline Frederick, “Courage,” 
WB. Archie Mayo to direct. 

Hazzard Short here to stage the 
dances for “London Revue,” Fox. 

Metro will call its old timers’ 
retue “The March of Events.” Re- 
lease will be ready by April 1. 


should | 


ACADEMY 


(Vaudfilm) 
Box office at the Fox downtowner 
probably won't be mobbed this 


week. Picture, “Lone Star Ranger” 
(Fox), a western and light for 
neighborhood ffirst-runs of this 
caliber. Vaude menage of seven 
acts lacks the customary variety 
found here. Of the seven offerings 
six (believe it or notLare played in 
full stage, and of the six (again be- 
lieve it or not) five are of the revue 
type. 

Strange booking had five fullstage 
iturns following each other from out- 
set. Joe Frisco was the single act 
|showing in “one.” A fullstage col- 
ored flash, “Sun Tan Revue,” closed. 

Whether it was the damp and cold 
weather outside that sapped the 
usual spirit of the Academy audi- 
ence, or that the current show had 
little of appeal for the class of pa- 
here, at the first 
day show one got 
Even Mr. Joe Frisco was let down 
lightly after selling a great little 
act in the best showmanlike manner 
conceivable for his type of material. 

Only one new act among the 
seven, the Everett Sanderson Revue, 
which combines a variety of instru- 
mental numbers, dancing, singing, 
clowning and comedy, all to no un- 
usual avail. Revue (New Acts) was 
on second, a peculiar sort of spot 
for this kind of offering. 

Opening, the tobbins Trio of 
roller skaters whirled through a 
routine which highlights fast and 
able pirouetting. Billy Wells (not 
Billy K. Wells) and his Four Fays 
were spotted third in a fullistage 
comedy, singing and dancing turn. 
Wells borrows the style of Jimmy 
Savo for much of his comedy work, 
even to aping of actions and voice. 
Not a strong act. Boxing match 
dance by a boy and girl member of 
the Four Fays quartet is about its 
best. Act stayed on 20 minutes and 
obviously padded. 

Eddie Hanley and Co., five-people 
revue with comedy figuring strongly 
in the setup, is a good act but was 





tronage 


let down mildly at the finish. Satir- 
ized “Sonny Boy” bit the logical 
close here rather than the letter 


from the farm with its gags, one of 
them originally spilled hereabouts 
by Scott Saunders. Some of the in- 
dividual specialties in Hanley’s act 
are its most valuable assets, 

Oscar Stang and Orchestra, fifth, 
an entertaining act. Among enter- 
taining orchestras it is up among 
the winners. Outstanding entertain- 
ment value is the singing ability of 


all 11 men in the band, including 
Stang. <A skit on married life for 
variety is a darb bit. Everything 


very smoothly handled. 

Following the aforementioned Mr. 
Frisco, the Sun Tan Foilies, a com- 
pany of eight colored artists, ended 
proceedings. Only spots stand out. 

Vaude totaled two hours and 48 
minutes. 

Fox-Movietone News supporting 
feature. Char. 


HIPPODROME 


(Vaudfilm) 


Business, as has been mentioned 
before, is very good here. It has 
been good since the return to vaud- 
film after a belated trial of picture 
house presentations minus the pic- 
ture house flash, And why not, 
when six acts and “Rio Rita” (Ra- 
dio) may be viewed for three hours 
and 40 minutes for 50 coppers? 
This week’s combination of vaudfiim 
is pronounced vaudFILM. On the 
stage the two major applause in- 
ducers are Odiva and her seals and 
a Chinese acrobatic troupe. headed 
by George Wong. 

Hon. Wong and his supporting 
quintet of three girls and two boys 
provide an unusual spectacle of con- 
tortionists bending their respective 
stuffs while supported in hand-to- 
hand balance by an understander. 
Further, they balance the honorable 
plates on sticks, etc. Undoubtedly 
Wong would have been a smart 
opener for a good show had there 
been a good show to follow him. 

Quiet reigned in the auditorium 
as the Hill Billies, five boys m. c.’d 
by Art Hall, presented what was 
called a slice of Ozark instrumental, 
yocal and terpsichorean recreation. 
Hall drawled his way into unin- 
telligibility at the Hipp, apparently 
in an attempt to definitely establish 
the hill-billy atmosphere. Every- 
thing is of moderate or less enter- 
tainment value, and the act is with- 
out punch. Third spot likewise ar- 
rived and departed on tip toe, occu- 
pied by seven girls in an assortment 
of song and dance specialties collec- 
tively billed as “Dizzy Business” 
(New Acts). Girl flashes without a 
distinctive lead are selGom noted for 
rattling the rafters. 

Hyde and Burrill—Herman and 
Sally—awoke a little response, and 
ean do better in more intimate 
cathedrals. Hyde starts to sing, and 
Miss Burril interrupts him to dance, 
and Hyde interrupts her to play the 
| fiddle. Meanwhile they talk of this 
and _ that. Their finish, wherein 
| Hyde plays a prop bass viol which 
|jhas flapping wings, is also being 
| wee as a ¢limax by another act. 

Sol Gould, next to shut, is assisted 





|by trio consisting of a prima 
|straight, a dumb-panned guy in 


freak Eskimo outfit, and a little fel- 
|low who sings soprano all over the 
| place. Gould's Hebe comedy might 
| be called half-breed. Chatter is mis- 
j cellaneous but most of it carries. No 








Satur- | 
anywhere. | 


sequence is attempted in the humor. 
If improvement is desired, the 
prima’s dramatic wailing of “Chloe” 
should be replaced by something not 
so frazzled by repetition in vaude. 
In closing Odiva and her seals gave 
the bill a reliable tail-end balance. 
Outside the Hipp late Saturday 
afternoon an attendant was an- 
nouncing a five-minute wait for 
main floor seats. An attendant in- 
side was announcing a 20-minute 
wait for the same seats. A third 
attendant was directing customers 


to a few of the seats, and there 
was no line. Despite the general 
disagreement, business was good. 
Bang. 
(Vaudfilm) 
Good show all the way for current 


|week at the State, and plenty of 
laughs. Six acts plus “Taming of 
Shrew” witnessed by a packed 








house Saturday. 

Aurora Trio, male 
cycles, enlivened pace 
tine of gymnastic stunts, mostly 
head balancing, handled better than 
usual, and putting the boys across 
for a wallop. 


acrobats on 
with a rou- 





minutes, opened fast and closed 
that way. Boys are all there in 
|} the eccentric hoofing and outbid 
| that with their eccentric acrobatics. 
| Boys are doing more talk now than 
they did in the picture houses. Act 
will stand on the leg work alone. 

Lillian Shaw, a great fav with 
| family audiences, was in her prime 
here. House went for her baby 
carriage bit especially. Supported | 
this well with an excitable Italian 
femme number, followed by impres- 
"sion of a Jewish girl decided 
about matrimony. 

Final act, Harrison and Fisher, 
was a colorful mixture of terpsi- 


Eddie Miller, baritone, with Hen- 
riette at piano, went over in fine 
style with a routine of songs. Mil- 
ler clicked on all, but got best re- 
turns from “Old Man River” for 
getaway. Henriette uncorked a good 
impresh of Ann Pennington in a| 


Miller 
Team 


with 
vocally. 


dance number, 
ing it up 
solid hit. 

Billy Green’ and 
worthy adjuncts to 
division with 
and knockabout stuff. 
outfronters plenty. Carl Shaw and 
Co. spotted a class dance flash in 
follow up, which gave Shaw plenty 
of opportunity to strut his acrobatic 
and legmania. Three girls and a 
boy supported and fared well with 
their contributions. 

Walter C. Kelly, “The Virginia 
Judge,” whammed them as usuai 
with his collection of dialect stories 
and impersonation of jurist and 
malefactors haled before the court. 
Kelly’s yarns rolled them through- 
out. About even for comedy honors 
with Three Ritz Brothers, following 
and closing. Ritz boys clicked 
strong with their mixture of clown- 
ing, dancing and whatnot. Mob 
went heavy for everything tossed 
across, 

“Taming of 
feature. 


off.to a 


Blossom were 

the comedy 
a fast line of hokum 
Tickled the 


(UA), 
E-dba, 


the Shrew” 


RIVERSIDE 


(Vaudfilm) 

Second week of Riverside’s new 
policy of vaude and short film sub- 
jects was not startling at the box- 
office. Layout was okay both as to 
vaude bill and shorts, with Phil 
Spitalny and Band and Bert Wheeler 
in -“Small Timers” projected for 
“names” in the talker division. 

Joe Mendi, educated chipanzee 
with male trainer, opened and got 
over with tricky stunts afid mon- 
key-shines. Chimp is the best ever 
around and cleans up with young- 
sters and elders. Jean-Carr, dancer, 
held deuce nicely with fast tapping, 
then topped by bringing on mother 
and father for some old-time step- 
ping that rocked the house. Trio 
work on mat and get in some nifty 
tapping. 

Billy House and Co. copped com- 
edy honors without a struggle in a 
skit supported by three women and 
man. Motif the absent wife return- 
ing to find hubby celebrating with 
other femmes in the flat, but worked 
up fine by House. Went over for a 
wow. 

Bobby May was another sure 
clicker with his juggling, prefaced 
by some fair mouthing of a har- 
monica. His ball juggling is per- 
fect, and glib chatter also helps. 

Szita and Annis, adagio team 
with girl pianist, closed with an 
acceptable dance revue. Adagio 
work the standout. Edba, 


FOX, BROOKLYN 


(Vaudfilm) 


Five shows on the grind clip here 
on Saturdays gives the big-seater a 
chance to rake in the shekels. House 
got off to a pretty good start Satur- 
day with “Hot for Paris’ (Fox). 
From opening time up to 4:30 pat- 
ronage was strong but not a sellout. 
On the stage is Rube Wolf as m. ec. 
and a Fanchon and Marco Idea, 
“Watermelon Blues.” 

Rube Wolf out on the west coast 
is some pumpkins. Here he is slow- 
ly but surely building up a follow- 
ing. First of all, he is a musician— 
knows his sharps and flats and can 
blow a mean cornet. Then he has 
excellent ability to entertain and 
draw 100% music out of a band. 
Since Wolf landed in Brooklyn he 
has pepped up the house men, and 
they seem to have caught his infec- 
tious inclination to keep things 
steaming along. House is using a 
trailer publicity tieup with a local 
newspaper on breaking traffic rules. 

tube, in his car, is shown running 
riot against traffic regulations. Pa- 
trons are invited to jot down as 
many infractions as they can note 
and turn in their list. Several fancy 
prizes. It’s a great ballyhoo for 
Wolf. 

Presentation, “Watermelon Blues, 
viewed in New Act Vark. 





Pa 
]s ré 


whoop- | 





ORPHEUM 
(Vaudfilm) 

Just 34 minutes of vaude here 
the first half. Only three acts play- 
ing, as DeMille’s “Dynamite” runs 
for two hours, which also necessi- 
tated cutting Metrotone News down 
to three clips. A well filled house 
greeted the substantial vaude turns 
enthusiastically. 

Comedy stepology-acrobatie turn, 


Lassiter Brothers, only on for seven | 


chorean art and vocaling, dressed 


with posing girls. 
RKO 
(Vaudfilm) 


Los Angetes, Jan. 16 


Selling vaude on a local basis is 
what the RKO is doing this week, 
by topping its five-act bill with Tom 
Brown. The sax comedy tooter 
with the Six Brown Brothers is a 
draw around here, having become 


more or less of a fixture all 
Coast vaude stands. 
Always a good idea to play up a 
local fav, and since Keith's weStern 
intact unit shows have not hit L. A. 


around 


yet, this house may continue with 
local build-ups to advantage. Con- 
sidering this was the only vaude 


spot in town, the stage bill here is 
receiving about an even break with 
pictures, unless the latter happens 
to be really outstanding. It indi- 
cates a healthy condition. 

Current bill holds two standard 
turns beside Brown: Florrie Le Vere 
and Chamberlin and Himes. Com- 
edy dance team is in next to shut 
with its reliable routines. Miss Le 
Vere is another in the same cate- 
gory. Her mimicry of several stars, 
pictures and stage, is sound stuff 
for the natives, while in the turn 
Edythe Handman continues to plug 
her brother’s (Lou) songs to a fare- 


thee-well. Harry Denny is at the 
piano where Handman formerly 
was. 

A made to order No. 2 is William 
Nunn’s old time meller’§ sketch, 
“Blood and Thunder.” With the 
audience encouraged to hiss the 
villain “and applaud the hero, it 
looks likely stuff for the interme- 


diary bends. 

La Salle and Mack, roustabout 
acrobats around for years, are still 
serving as openers and okay. The 
Brown sextette is more old ma- 
terial that holds up neatly, closing 
the bill. Tom Brown, of course, 
is the works, making his sax talk 
and cry to laughing results. 

Feature, “His First Command” 
(Pathe). Thursday (opening), biz 
good. Span. 


86TH ST. 


(Vaudfilm) 

Trade not so forte for the Satur- 
day matinee. House is in direct 
competition with Loew's Orpheum 
a block down the street, with the 
latter house receiving the break this 
week becaus2 of its flicker attrac- 
tion, Esther Ralston the main mag- 
net, and surrounded by a good bill. 

Acrobatic and roller skating turn, 
Alex Melford Trio, shoved off to a 
fair start. Acrobatics are not un- 
usual, but the trick roller skating 
done by one chap puts it across. 
Closed with this chap skating on his 
hands, on a table supported by the 
other two men. 

Saranoff and O’Rourke, the latter 
planted in an upper box out front, 
came in for a few laughs. Inter- 
ruptiens of O’Rourke from the box 
led into crossfire with Saranoff, not 
used to its full potentialities. Sara- 
noff uses Hebe accent and gags a 
bit at the violin. O’Rourke tenors 
two pops. 

Making a charming appearance in 
both evening gown and short one- 
piece attire, Esther Ralston was 
over easily. Her sob recitation on 
the ups and downs of « taxi dancer 
is outstanding, with a comedy Irish 
impersonation also holding up well. 
Neat tap eccentric closed. Bruz 
Fletcher, at the piano, a good assist 
and fills in with song between Miss 
Ralston’s costume changes. 

Hurst and Vogt next. House was 
cold at the start but succumbed 
quickly. Boys are wise in the art 
of squeezing everything out of a 
gag. 

Stepology exhibited by Lockett 
and Page, assisted by Wally Coyle, 
brought them back for two encores. 
Diversify with solo warbling by 
Lockett and Coyle, All three know 
their hoofing. 

Paramount’s “Pointed Heels” fea- 
ture, Pathe Sound News completed. 

Russ Stewart, formerly 
director for the Fox-Polil 
in Bridgeport and for the 
eral months employed hy 


publicity 
theatres 
past sé€V- 


a Danbury 


newspaper, has resigned and is now 
|} part owner of a theatre poster 
service in New York 


' 


) oe 


(St. Vaude} 


Chicago, Jan. 18. 

Tivo names on this vill, but it is 
still an applecart overweighted with 
hokum and mediocrity. 

Van and Schenck showed who 
they are and what by wowing them, 
jand were forced t9 do encores for 
; nearly 10 minutes in next-to-closing. 
| Natacha Nattova, in third spot, sold 
herself on the Death adagio with 
| Nicholas Daks. ‘Her other adagio, 
j with the three men in the troupe 
; assisting, was carelessly done. 
| 
| 
' 





Surprise of this show came in the 


deuce with the first of the hokum- 
ists, ILlrene Chesleigh and Ruth 
Gibbs A bit hardboiled in cross- 
ifire, but goin’ exceptionally well 
with a Saturday mat audience, 
| Show was opened by the Dakotas, 
whip-cracking and lariat trio of two 
men anda girl. Filling out the time 
is weak dancing and singing. Act 
|was moved to closing after the first 


| performance. 

Fourth came Bob Hope, combining 
his monologistic hoke with Harry 
Webb and Webb's band of 10 fora 
double act layout. Hope went none 
too well, and although he has been 
working with Webb in other places 
where both were on the same Dill, 
he doesn’t improve the Webb act 


any. Two novelties by the bands- 
men, one an old maid satire, gave 
ithe act something. Also the hoof- 
ting of a colored youngster 

| Harry Holmes, “The Pessimist,” 
iat the piano cap-gunned some as 
the first act after intermission, 
learning applause with his planted 
|jreactions. Followed by Van and 
| Sehenck. Over well as ever. 

Six Davillas, four men and two 
| 


girls, closed with spring-board work 
and tumbling. Changed to opening 
after the first show. 
Business was off, due in 
the sub-zero temperature. 


SiST STREET 


(Vaudfilm) 

After the opener, uncaught, the 
8ist’s bill played smoothly, center- 
ing on its own film name, Lita Grey 
Chaplin, against the name on the 
screen, Helen Kane. Miss Kangh 
monicker tops the Par film, “Poitted 
Heels.” 

Miss Chaplin is back in the east 
after kicking over some western 
time. While in the west she kept in 
touch with the coast via the dailies 
with an engagement announcement. 
Miss Chaplin looks and sings as well 
as any other picture personality to 
enter vaude since the deluge started, 
Perhaps none will be considered un- 
usual until some female screen name 
enters vaude as a tumbler. 

Roy Rogers, sure-fire deucer for 
all bills, was just ahead of Miss 


part to 
Loop. 





Chaplin. On the other side, Manny 
King, the Hebe diklectician and 


comic fiddler with his company. 
Joe Jackson grabbed his old-time 
laugh quota most all of the way, but 
at the finish lost much that he had 
gained. This old style piano turn, 
aped by so many others and familiar 
for that reason, still retains a share 
of its former charm as Jackson 
works it. It’s a finish that Jackson 
now needs. They’re becoming ac- 
customed to being tipped when an 
act is over. 

Will: Higgie and Co. the unseen 
opener. 

Business good Saturday evening. 

Bige. 


LINCOLN SQ. 


* (Vaudfiim) 
New York, Jan. 20. 

Another Loew house playing only 
three acts the first half because of 
DeMille’ 120-minute “Dynamite,” 
feature. Vaude went on and off in 
35 minutes. Small-time stuff for 
the most part, but lifted out of the 
rut by a knockabout trio of low- 
down buffoons, DeVito, Denny and 
Co. 

Ultra gymnastic acrobats, Rath 
Brothers, put on a neat exhibition 
on the benefits of developing the 
human muscular system. Both boys 
are splendidly built, and proved it 
when going through their slow 
hand-to-hand lifts from difficult po- 
sitions. Work faster when going 
through easier gymnastic body lifts. 

DeVito, Denny and Co. took the 
mob here by surprise with hoke of 
the old-time standard. Here they 
screamed at it. This trio, two boys 
and one gal, with the latter playing 
straight, is recently from the west. 
They should go far here. 

Jack Russell and Co., small flash 
and small-time stuff, came on next. 
Not much here to please. Four 
young femmes go in for a little 
hoofing and warbling which dogeiet 
mean a thing. Russell himself does 
an “Ida” a la Eddie Leonard, and 
some soft shoe work. Another chap 
in this flash ran away with the 
turn. 


KEITH-ALBEE 


(Vaudfilm) 
Boston, Jan. 21. 

| This house is beginning to be stiff 
competitish for the Metropolitan, a 
| few blocks away, now that its film 
| fodder is beginning to hit higher 
booking standards. There is a fairly 
|heavy falling off in interest in 
| standard units of the presentation 
| type here and the trek has started 
(Continued on page 41) 
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FILM HOUSE REVIEWS 








UPPER BROADWAY 
New York, Jan. 17. 
Although as meaningless to Times 


Squareites as Hohokus, upper 
Broadway has a thriving theatre 


colony which threatens to grow un- 
til, within the next decade, it 
wouldn't surprise many snowmen if 
the 18 blocks above 74th street and 


nights weekly. 
and numerous apartment buildings, 
where the minimum annual rental 
for a suite is $3,500, are partially 
responsible for the draw. They're 
all moneyed fans; even the delica- 
tessen people think less of the 50 
and 75 cent top than such classes 
elsewhere. 

Big people in the show business, 
as recently as a few years ago, were 
inclined to look askance beyond the 
70’s. The Beacon, the only weekly 
change straight film house in the 


the 11 houses within that area do 
not major as a Manhattan enter- 
tainment lane. It is already an im 
portant addition to the main stem 
despite the present far away as- 
pect 

All of these houses are reported 
making money and, for the ma-| 
jority, it is nothing unusual to put 
out the SRO rope three and four 


More than 100 hotels | 


at the start and just grazed there- 
after. Yvette Rugel, the short 
prima donna, sings both ways sev- 
eral times to carry the thought, 
with foiling help from a straight 
man. His name sounded like Ray 
Kiel as announced by Richman. It 
was after Kiel had previously intro- 
duced his introducer. 

Richman’s final number is a com- 
|edy duet with Miss Rugel, who, he 
declared, is his aunt, without sub- 
| sequent effort to make a gag of it. 
| Dorothea Burke girls start in a 
formal manner on a tap routine, 
distinguished by their costumes. A 


| ROXY 


(Presentation) 
New York, Jan. 17. 
|; There is a grand example of cin- 
lema stage craftsmanship at the 


|Roxy this week—a 25-minute pre- | 


j 


sentation titled “A Tale of Araby.” 


office is “Sunnyside Up” 
; seen for the first time at pop prices 
jafter a $2 run at the Gaiety. Pa- 
tient metropolitan citizenry was 
;}given its choice early Friday after- 
inoon of standing at ease in the Roxy 
l lobby or elevating to the further- 


bit later the old gag is reversed | most reaches of the balcony. , 
when they change on the stage to Obviously the production of 
lone ballet skirts. Usually they |“Araby” was prompted by the 
start out with the skirts and take | enthusiastic reception recently ac- 
off. Smith and Hadley were the |corded “Scherezade,” an elaborately 
ibest applause grabbers on their |Conceived presentation ta! n from 
dancing. They begin as a composite |the “Arabian Nights” stories. While 
of Hal Sherman and Ben Blue, in| the newer piece is not staged on so 
big suits and comedy steps, then | Mammoth a scale, it Castles “ wealth 
dress straight for a good buck by |°f audience punch and is every bit 


fone and an acrobatic eccentric by 
| the other. 
First posing scene is the setting 


for Caperton and Biddle, adagioists, 
doing the old time double routine. 
It seems almost new again after 
the epidemic of trios and foursomes. 
Caperton and Biddle are comely 
and graceful. Kiel conducted the 
stage band for a few bars in ad- 
dition to m. ec.’"ing pleasantly. Rich- 
man also picked up the baton, mak- 





district, has brought a switch in | 
this attitude. Regarded as an ele- | 
phant, too near Times Square and | 
yet too big and differently policied 
for outlying territory, the fact that 
the Beacon has also provided busi- 


all typical of the neighborhood va- 
riety. These, mostly under long 
term leases, are operated by Jack 
Springer. They comprise Broad- 
way’s only independent circuit. Of 
these three are considered light 
while the remainder are conceded 
heavy takers at all times. 

Most successful in rating are the 
Symphony and Stoddard. A peep 
peAto both one night last week re- 
véaled a 90% attendance with indi- 
cations that before the last show 
both would cash a sellout. Just 
before its last show the 77th St., 
which feared a_ shearing before 
Warners turned on the Beacon 
lights, had them standing four 
deep. 

Claiming to have benefited also 
by the Warner activity, the Adelphi, 
regarded as the nearest thing to a 
lemon, had about a three-quarter 
attendance around 9:30 the same 
night. An hour before, the Key- 
stone registered as off, a scanning 
ot the seats revealing not more 
thas one-quarter occupied. 

House managers, with the excep- 
tion of the Stoddard, seemingly 
have small knowledge of what it is 
all about. It is easily understood 
why the Stoddard is in the lead. 
Harry Coppinger, a Publix theatre 
graduate, presents an initiative and 
understanding for a neighborhood 
draw. He has unlimited acquain- 
tances among the fans, firstnaming 
most of them and not infrequently 
personally showing them to seats. 

The Symphony, which houses the 
Springer offices, is reported with- 
out an active manager or assistant. 
A red headed cashier couldn’t refer 
an inquirer to any one in authority 
on the night in question. The house, 
like the others, is clean and well 


laid out. Additional asset is air 
cushioned chairs, comfortable if 
noisy. 


All of the theatres double-feature 
the major part of the week. They’ve 
had W. E. installations for nearly 
a year. Adelphi and Symphony 
play day and date. These houses, 
it is understood, are booked by Fox 
simultaneously with that  firm’s 
Japanese Gardens. Waly. 


PARAMOUNT 


(“Jazz Preferred”—Unit) 


New York, Jan. 17. 

Harry Richman looked more at 
home on Broadway than a week 
ago in Brooklyn and probably felt 
better, judging by the way he 
worked. Easy worker, Richman, 
always seeming to shut his eyes 
and imagine he’s on a floor or the 
Apollo stage where you can reach 
out and touch the audience. 

That lack of intimacy is Rich- 
man’s handicap in a large picture 
theatre. Although the large ca- 
pacity serves Richman just as well 
in another way, for without the 

pacity from whence would come 
such a salary? Audience applauded 
when Richman mentioned Miss Bow 
in the lyric of a song. For Rich- 
man and his songs Friday night 
they didn’t applaud so much. He 
didn’t come within a mile of stop- 
ping a show. At Richman’s salary 
an act should be either a show stop- 
per or a heavy draw. 
the rest of the week to prove that 
he’s the draw. Picture, “Behind the 


Makeup” (Par) and balance of 
show are average. 
Louis McDermott’s “Jazz Pre- 


ferred” unit is built along new lines 
until about the half-way point, and 
then it reverts to the old style with 
the band on stage and a costume 
tableau fiash finale. One of those 





Richman has | 


“Opera vs. Jazz” themes played up} 


| as impressive. 
| Its story is of a girl taken 
jher lover and delivered to the sul- 
jtan as fresh fodder for his perfectly 

legal but nonetheless promiscuous 
| ventures. After witnessing a splen- 
| did array of dancing, the sultan be- 
j}comes too intimate with the girl 
jand is promptly bitten on the neck 

by her pet snake. Which ends both 

the sultan’s mortal career 
| presentation. 


ing it tough for the boys to follow | To identify personalities - the 
the leader. The Jesse Crawfords |stage show is impossible. It opens 
were their ‘usual selves Paves all jin “one,” the girl dancing with her 
pops mtimeees sn or pas ~ | lover while a seer gazes mutely into 


Wide screen used for something 
new in trailers. Next week’s pic- 


ture and recommends it highly 


This is now being used in about all 
Publix houses and just inaugu- 
rated. 


Balance, Krazy Kat cartoon and 
Paramount sound news, latter also 
on the wide screen for final shot, 
ski jumping. Bige. 


LOEW’S STATE 


(“Pezasant”—Idea) 
Los Angeles, Jan. 16. 
Two and a half hours of enter- 
tainment for 50c. all afternoon! A 





Thursday openings don’t appear to 
hamper trade any if the value is 
| there, 
other Broadway, the line of compar- 
ison in relative 

house shows must be drawn. 


another story here. They’ve never 


chances are they never could under- 
stand why they should. 
argument, 


trenched at this downtown 
fa: he 


cinity. “Peasant” idea has 
school. 


rather weak on quality. 
the east every day. 
office. 


band, m. c.’d by Georgie Stoll. 


far as known, 
coast. 
otherwise weak. 


appears to be Paris lines. 
atmosphere, 


either mules or bloodhounds. Fol- 


there’s a gypsy reel by the girls and 


good slant on burlesquing song and 
dance. Should get a look-in when 
in the east. Conflicting turns, be- 
cause of similar nature, are General 
Ed Lavine and Johnson and Duker, 
both essentially jugglers and both 
doing comedy. One should and may 
have been eliminated. Lavine pre- 
cedes with rubber ball and heavy 
objects while hoking it up in clown 
soldier rig-out. Johnson and Duker 
} are more legit with hat tossing and 
boomerangipg June Worth, acro- 
dancer, is still embryonic, but de- 
serves watching. 

Stoll and his stage combo are mu- 
sically pleasant, and couple that 
with neat appearances. Single spe- 
cialty number by the band was well 
arranged and novel, with Stoll get- 
ting the spot on his fiddling. En- 
semble time step routine with 16 
mixed steppers takes the finale, but 
much too long at the second show. 
No flash at the windup. Frolic runs 
38 minutes flat. Screen subjects in- 
| clude Movietone newsreel, an “Our 
Gang” talking comedy (M-G), and 
“South Sea Rose” (Fox), the fea- 
ture. Atmospheric ballyhoo outside 
the theatre for the picture. 

Biz okay Thursday afternoon. 

Span. 





bargain on Broadway, N. Y., or L. A. | 


To an observer fresh from the 


value of picture 
Where | Wind from the platform and take 


New York can and does get an easy | 
$1 top in its picture showcases, it’s 


paid any more out this way, and the 
A cinch 


F. & M. ideas are strongly en- 
stand. 
Billed as the “biggest stage show in 
Rather ambiguous, consid- 
ering there are no others in the vi- 
18 
chorines corralled from the Belcher 
Strong on quantity but 
Still, the 
payees don’t see Rasch, Markert or 
some of the other crack troupes in 


While on home ground intact, the 
F. & M. ideas are staple at the box 
This one carries four spe- 
cialty acts, male dancing chorus of 
10 and the 18 girls, besides the stage 
Lat- 
ter is not new around here, and, as 
has never left the 
Has ability with a fiddle, but 


“Peasant” is a one-set idea, loud 
and glaringly designed along what 
Outdoor 
display, with animated animals for 
including a goat and 
two others that might be taken for 


lowing a number around “Marianne” 


boys, with specialties dovetailing 
thereafter. Diehl Sisters are the 
best bet. Two comely girls with a 


ja erystal. Behind them is a black 
jdrop. Then into full stage, where 
| the sultan is seated on a dais, left- 


procession of ballet girls. On the 
| stage 12 girls in full black and white 
skirts whirl in a willowy routine. 
Two femmes completely painted in 
glistening red perform a symbolical 
dance. It progresses into a rhythmic 
chant, centering on a green-painted 





while the ensemble groups about 
him with upraised arms. A pre- 
dominant kettle drum accompani- 
ment contributes to high effective- 
ness. 

From here on dances are reptilian 
in theme and of sinuous grace. 
First is a portion of the ballet wav- 
ing thin ribbons of cloth in a dance. 
|Suddenly darkened stage leaves only 





| the whirling luminous strips visible. 
|Rearstage, the 32 Roxyettes are 
|huddled together on a winding cir- 
beneath a 


iecular platform 


illusion with their skin-tight cover- 
| ings. In close formation they 


icenter stage for a series of arm and 


formation routines. Forceful illu- 
sion induced heavy applause. End- 


falls dead and the ensemble is in 
confusion, is made a dramatic climax 
of music by the pit orchestra. 
Joseph Littau, who has replaced 
Erno Rapee as conductor of the or- 
chestra, handled a difficult score 
with fine ability. He is fully quali- 
fied for the important, Roxy post. 
Score for this presentation is orig- 
inal, written by Maurice Baron. 
Newsreel was cut to four clips, 
three by Fox and one Hearst. That 
royal Italian wedditg, A! Smith 
laughing at a free-for-all boxing 
bout in Florida, ski jumping in In- 
diana, and youngsters practicing 
boxing at Annapolis were the lightly 
interesting selections. Show will un- 
doubtedly hold two weeks, and prob- 


ably more. Bang 
PLAZA 


(NEW) 
New York, Jan. 20. 

Dedicated to the swanky Park 
Avenue and Lenox Hill trade that 
was deprived of its Plaza on 5&th 
street, near Madison, less than a 
year ago, Leo Brecher opens the 
Plaza on 58th street, also near 
Madison, to take its place... New 
house is an elaborate little theatre 
of the art type that’s as ritzy in its 
decorative scheme and appoint- 
ments as the patronage it’s after. 
From the special ladies’ maids in 
attendance and the spacious loung- 
ing rooms, to the rich rugs on the 
floor, it is all that Park Avenue 
should desire. 

Brecher, an indie exhib, operat- 
ing the Olympia, Lafayette, New 
Douglas, Odeon, Roosevelt and Lin- 
teoln, has done things up brown, 
and to go above the Little Carnegie, 
his nearest opposition, the scale is 
60 and 75 cents matinees and $1 
and $1.50 nights, every day in the 
week. 

An innovation in arty theatre 
operation is the ability of the Plaza 
patron to reserve seats in advance 
and have them held, although the 
policy is continuous. Premium for 
this service and convenience is 50 
cents per ducat. 

Besides the Little Carnegie, the 
Plaza has as opposition Proctor’s 
|/58th street, less than two blocks 
|distant; Loew’s Lexington, at 5lst 
land Lexington; Little Picture Cine- 
ma, an arty in east 5lst street, and 
the Arcade, straight picture grind 
on Third avenue at 59th street. A 
third run, the Plaza must bow to 
Broadway and Loew's in this zone 
of product, but in addition to using 
the better class pictures of the 
| American producers, it is planning 
ito select foreign-made films when 





And of great importance to the box | 
(Fox), | 





up to a certain standard and in 
iview of the appeal found at the old 
'Plaza for revivals of old Charlie 
'Chaplins and others, it will also in- 
corporate these pictures as program 
novelties to let the audience kid the 
films, 

Where the old Plaza was dedi- 
cated to silents, the new Plaza is 
‘dedicated to sound. It is installed 
iwith Western Electric equipment 
land has the so-called Magnascope 
attachment and wide screen. 

Site of the Plaza, 42 E. 58th street, 


a few doors east of Madison ave- 
nue, is the former Clark Art QGal- 
leries. Mrs. Cornelius Vanderbiit, 
who owns the property and had 
been a frequent patron of the old 
Plaza, gave Brecher a lease on it 


and he converted the building into 
the present Plaza at a reported cost 
of $90,000. 


First night’s show, with sched- 
uled running two hours, and 15, 
opened 45 minutes late. Program, 


from | + 
jand Today,” a 


| toon, 


and the | 
F - | diately 


ness impetus for houses still fur- | ture, “Seven Days’ Leave” was an- |stage, surrounded by slaves and 
ther north is defined as a bit of ,Mounced with a still slide on the | viewina the performances of his 
show world phenomena, big fancily decorated sheet.. Then|qancers. From the tops of the 

In the vicinity of two Loew, two|# Voice. Man speaking (unseen) | Winding stairways, on both sides of | 
R-K-O and a Fox house are six| States he is the manager of the/the theatre auditorium, descends a 
theatres all under 2,000 seats anda | Paramount theatre, plugs the pic- d 


man who stamps on a huge drum | 


un- |! 


ing, when the sultan is bitten and | 


in the order shown, was “Yesterday 
three-reel compila- 
tion of newsreel and other shots 
contrasting days of long ago with 
those of the present or near pres- 
ent: a Mickey Mouse sound car- 
“The Opry House’; Para- 
mount sound news and “Gold Dig- 
gers of Broadway” (WB) the fea- 
ture. During intermission, imme- 
preceding showing of fea- 


ture, Frank Schiffman, general 


manager for Leo Brecher; Judge 
Myron Selzberger, and Brecher 
stepped to the narrow apron to 


}enunciate Schiffman’s staff at the 
|Plaza includes Milton J. Corsun, 
jmanager; Erick Massie, assistant 
i}manager, and Cecile Strauss, pub- 
llicity representative. 

| Plaza’s seating capacity is only 
|§32 seats, this partly explaining the 


|high scale and the policy of four 
| shows a day (from one to lil 


jp.m.). Premier bill will run through 
|to Saturday, after which time two 
ichanges weekly will be instituted. 

Architecture of the theatre is of 
the Tudor period, combining rich- 
ness with simplicity. Harry C. 
Ingalls, architect, designed the 
house and H. S. Outhwaite did the 
interior decorating, the scheme of 
which is tasteful and luxurious 
Theatre has no stage whatever, the 
40x150 plot having prohibited 
waste of space. 


people out of their buggies. Char. 


GRANADA 


(Presentation) 





large | 
snake head, providing a coiled snake | 


Chicago, Jan. 16. 

Presentation was kept to a light 
18-minute flash by length of the 
feature, “Rio Rita’ (Radio). En- 
titled “La Fiesta,” it is a neat pro- 
log for the film. 

Opens with Benny Meroff’s band 
in action behind a center scrim, 
and mixed chorus in front of this 
but behind another scrim fashioned 
as a huge Madeira shawl. Spanish 
ballad is signal for the drops to pull 
up, revealing ensemble in gay 
Spanish costumery set near a 
hacienda, with dancing girls draped 
in rear of the band. 

Joseph Griffin, tenor, swings into 
song, refrains carried by four men 
and four girls, after which Maestro 
Meroff arrives in troubadourish at- 
tire to lead the ensemble. Bobby 
Callahan, gagging comic, enters in 
cowboy uniform for a few cross- 
fires with Meroff. Bandemen go 
into another ballad, all on mando- 
lins and guitars, and over well as 
a novelty. 

Another neat spot was the choral 
work surrounding an ordinary danc- 
ing bit by an unbilled team, with 
the entire band crooning. A few 
more bits by Callahan and Meroff, 
with Merofft doing a short eccentric 
dance that went well. Finale is 
singing of “Rio Rita” by Griffin as 
the 10 Laughlin girls, dancers, step 


out on a short runway. All effec- 
tive. 
Business good. Loop. 


5TH AVE. 


(“Temple of Jazz”—Unit) 
Seattle, Jan. 15. 

“Temple of Jazz’ lives up to its 
name. This Fanchon and Marco 
creation registered main surprise 
coming from the line gals. They 
come on like any other line, but 
soon turn into hot band, with every 
gal doing her bit for syncopa- 
tion. 

In the middle of the unit Owen 
Sweeten and -band wow with a 
classic diversion. Six nattily 
dressed band boys, including Owen, 
step to front by pairs and join in 
the brass. Sweeten also has neat 
way of modestly passing glory and 
bows to the other boys. He sells 
the act. 

Chinese temple forms arich back- 
ground. Unit fits well with “Red 
Hot Rhythm” (Pathe), picture this 
week. Wally Jackson dances as 
loose as his clothes. Gus Elmore 
out snorts everybody, Nora Schiller 
sings blues as though she liked ’em, 
Sylvia Doree leads the line band, 
dances, fiddles, and these are high 
spots. 

Chinese temple in three decks 
brings the windup. Sweeten’s gang 
on middle deck, gals in lower, and 
some specialities on top. Good 





flash. Trepp. 


the | 


A fully-uniformed doorman helps | 
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ORIENTAL 


(Presentation) 
Chicago, Jan. 19. 

Built around Nick Lucas, the 45- 
minute presentation, “Crooning 
Along,” locally produced by Paul 
Oscard, went easier and bigger at 
its first performance than the last 
several presentations here. 
Staging is brilliant without 
ing gaudy, the opening showing 
Mary Stone, synco singer, and 
Billy Chandier, doubling bandsman, 
in a duet separated from Lou Kos- 
loff and his band by a cut-out scrim 


be- 


showing a huge banjo. After the 
vocal come the 12 Lambert girls 
from behind the scrim in peaked 
silver hats with prop banjos for a 


dancing finish. 


| Band is set against a sunburst 
curtain. Martin and Martin, acro- 
bats, showed interest in their work. 
A one-number turn that did 
well. 

Next a bit 
and Knight, sailor comedian and 
attractive blonde. Gagging rode 
high, and team were encored. 

Introduction for Lucas was a 
Broadway John number by the 
dancing chorus in Hetty King at- 
tire. Mary Stone centered, and all 
neat. Lucas sang five numbers, 
increasing his applause as he trav- 
eled. Lambert girls reappeared for 
finale based on “Painting the 
Clouds.” As silver and gold butter- 
flles among clouds, shaded behind 
a sheer scrim which, raised, they 
fluttered into a. novelty routine. 
More atmosphere provided by three 
girls in gold costumes set against 
a soft sun. This presentation is a 
credit to Oscard, 

3usiness was excellent, 
house near capacity up and down 
for the first show. “Glorifying the 
American Girl” (Par), feature, with 
Metrotone and Par silent news 
shots. Preston Sellers in his usual 
pleasant 10 minutes at the organ. 

Loop. 


very 


of hoke by Nelson 


with the 


EMBASSY 


(Newsreel) 
New York, Jan. 18. 
Packing them in all Saturday 
j}afternoon, meaning that only the 
more aggressive could get seats 
during the show’s running time of 
45 minutes. 

Change of house to male ushers 
probably tells as much as anything 
the small capacity problem facing 
the newsreel emporium. Waiting 
space has to keep an aisle open, too. 





| Folks in the lobby, evidently 
friends just meeting by chance, 
started to exchange comment on 


various newsreel clips viewed in the 
past. One wanted to know if the 
other had seen John D. Rockefeller, 
last week’s headliner. Thus has 
been born the newsreel fan! 

Unusually good selection of stuff 
this week, although no outstanders 
for lobby billing. Italian royal wed- 
ding led off, and Al Smith attending 
the free-for-all negro fight in Florida 
followed. Many may wonder if Smith 
wes cognizant of Mr. Fox’s scout, 
Still the clip is of a free-for-all 
fight with Smith dragged in gratui- 
tously. 

Among the suspicious plugs is 
Tina Meller with caption mention of 
her show, “Wake Up and Dream”; 
usual seasonal Florida stunts, all 
specially staged for the camera, and 
a repeat on Young Stribling, whose 
2-year-old son was a wow in a for- 
mer Fox Moxietone visit but failed 
to produce a good sequel, a habit of 
bigger stars. 

Gladys Jones spoke her piece 
upon lobbyists, of which she is one 
of the highest salaried. Her defense 
is flavored with sophistry but inter- 
esting as a current event. 

Mr. and Mrs. Moyer, who have 
married with the proviso that if no 
child results within two years the 
marriage can be called off, were in- 
terviewed. Okay up to the point 
where the memorizing of the lines 
became apparent in a particularly 
long-winded bit of flapdoodle about 
love, delivered by the woman and 
presumably given to her as a speech 
by the interviewing cameraman. 
Mob gave this bit the giggle. 

Around 20 clips, about equally di- 
vided between Hearst and Fox. 

Land. 


CAPITOL 


(“Land of Syncopation”—Unit) 
New York, Jan. 18. 

Exceptionally good picture house 
presentation and one that lends 
itself well to condensing for that 
southern tour now following the 
metropolitan deluxe circuit. Pro- 
duction has flash and novelty, and 
the specialty talent holds to things 
which can be easily seen and under- 
stood. 

Unit carries an m. c. 
whole routine or, rather, several 
routines. That's new or, at least, 
not commonplace. Ken Whitmer 
plays cornet, sax, piano, xylophones, 
clarinet, banjo, French horn, drums 


who has a 


and accordion. And sings and 
dances. He does everything quite 
expertly. 


By now it’s not overly acute dis- 
cernment to report that dumb and 
novelty acts have a way of ringing 
the bell louder than the average 
audible turn. Serge Flash, who jug- 
gles, and Caligary Bros. (New Acts), 
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comedy acrobats, proved this anew, 
if it needed corroboration. 

Flash has the house lights up for 
a short spell, while he throws rub- 
per balls to the audience, giving the 
customers free throws. Familiar as 
such practices are in vaude houses, 
for the film parlor it partakes of the 
unusual. Therefore good. 

Chester Hale’s Girls, as always, 
lively and pert. As between one 
troupe of girls and another it would 
be invidious to draw comparisons. 
But it is probably true that the 
Capitol ballets have more femininity 
week after week than any other on 
Broadway. This femininity angle is 
sometimes lost sight of in the rou- 
tine academies. 

Capitol grand orchestra has three 
pianos, providing strong foundation 
and pictorial symmetry. Center 
piano is presided over by a young 
lady in a white satin blouse and a 
Garbo coiffure. Percussion depart- 
ment, three stalwart wielders of the 
padded mallets, were especially 
warm this week. 

“It’s a Great Life” (Metro) on the 
screen, running hou and a half, as 
is now usual with talkers. Land. 


ENRIGHT 


(curtain every now and then. 





Turn is rather unusual in that it 
is paced at march time tempo, giv- 
ing it snap and speed. Schafer and 
Bernice, in at an emergency call, 
got their laughs from their double- 
meaning talk. She’s selling an auto 
and he’s angling for a wife. 

Evans and Mayer, “cowboy and 
girl,” but with Mayer working in 
street clothes this performance, 
were over big. Miss Evans sings a 
couple of songs and sells them for 
a sure click, and Mayer had his 
gags timed perfectly. They liked 
this team here. Henry Santrey and 
band, doing 45 minutes, had several 
walkouts because of dropping the 
Turn 
is not as entertaining as it might 
be, due principally to desire to cover 
too large a field. Santrey has a 





sweet band, but routining could be 
improved. Stage was dressed slop- 
pily first show, but probably due to 
the rush. 

“Seven Keys to Baldpate” (Radio) 
feature. Business excellent, with 
holdouts at end of the first show. 

Loop. 


GRAND O. H. 


(Vaudfilm) 





(Presentation) 
Pittsburgh, Jan. 16. 


Topheavy with entertainment this | Monday night wasn’t so hot; rather | 


been 
Four 


have 
hurting. 


turn could 
without 


week. One 
eliminated 


acts—Colby and Murphy, Betty Ve- | 


ronica, Ferry Corwey, and Edna 
Covey, besides Jay Mills, m. c., and 
16 girls. Quality turns, however, 
and show held together as result. 
Stuffed fare due to presence of Edna 
Covey, brought out from Publix 
unit, “Match Box Revue,” at the 
Stanley, because another turn simi- 
lar to Miss Covey’s had played there 
just a few weeks ago. 

After trick line routine, Colby and 
Murphy on for nifty dance. Nothing 
new, but they sell it. Band special- 
ty followed, with trumpeter step- 
ping out for hoke dance _ that 
whammed. Every musicker in this 
house is a fav, and let any one of 
them do something besides play, 
whether it’s good or bad, and it 
riots. 

Miss Covey aJso cleaned with her 
burlesque ballad. Veronica gal, her 
third week here, worked in novel 
production number that looked 
great. On for jungle dance 
“Chant of Jungle,” with backdrop 
revealing some atmospheric stuff 
and gals jumping up and down 
around a blaze. Veronica is picked 
up by choristers and carried up- 


stairs, being deposited in the blaze. | 
By the time Corwey came on with | 
his hoke markmanship and musical | 


specialties, mob had already seen 
enough for one afternoon, but he 
stepped in and walked off with as 
much as any of his predecessors. 
Mills closed with a song and dance 
specialty, with Betty Veronica on 
again for a flash windup. Pip of a 
presentation, with Al Kaye and 
Jerry Mayhall responsible. 

Picture, ‘This Thing Called Love” 
(Pathe), and biz next door to ca- 
pacity. Pathe sound news and Jim- 
my Orner’s organlog, a spirited me- 
lange of narodies, wound up matters. 

Cohen. 


KEITH-ALBEE 


(Continued from page 39) 


toward straight picture and vaud- 
film of the type of Loew’s Orpheum, 
the Scollay Olympia and Keith- 
Albee. 

This week Larry Rich’s band 
came in under wraps, but by Tues- 
day morning the town went gah- 
gah over the act, and it looks like a 
turnaway for the rest of the week. 


Rich operates much as Whiteman 
might if Paul felt frolicsome, and is 
a dead ringer for the portly maestro. 
Act is a classic in showmanship, 
comedy and lighting, and this week’s 
mop-up is a particular surprise in 
view of the fact that Boston was 
Supposedly fed up to the tonsils on 
bands, 

Balance of the bill consists of 
Lulu McConnell in a comedy sketch, 
the Armstrong Brothers, acrobatic, 
and Harry McGowan Co., comedy- 
singing routine. 

Feature picture is “Romance of 
the Rio Grande” (Fox), supported 
by the Pathe short, “Rubetown.” 

Amplification went squeaky Mon- 
day night but did not die completely. 
Audience took it good naturedly for 
a change, apparently being genial 
through the earlier influence of 
g00d vaudeville. All in all, the Keith- 
Albee seems to be on the mend. 
They're actually killing the tradition 
that its vaudeville poor and the pic- 
tures even worse, Libbey. 


Chicago, Jan. 18. 

With storms in the vicinity again, 
stage show started 80 minutes late 
this morning, forcing the house to 
run a flock of trailers and shorts to 
five the acts time to get set. One 
act, Helena, Justa and Charlie, 
didn’t make the first show and were 
temporarily replaced by Schafer 
and Bernice. 

Opening was Jungleland, three 
contortionists working in animal 
costume for the most part. Act is 
dressed and executed well, and 
makes the grade easily for the spot. 


to | 


For awhile the old Grand was get- 
| ting some fast, well-balanced vaude 
ishows for good b. o. response. 
| repetitious in routine and ran small- 
| timey. 

Five-act show included Four Sid- 
neys, Holden and King, Nevins and 
| Gordon, Seymour and Howard, and 
the Speediacs. On the screen was 
“South Sea Rose” (Fox). 


| That in itself is a novelty for any 
bill, but at the Grand they came too 
| close together. The Sidneys opened 

and were followed by Holden and 

King. 
iin for a lot of hokey horseplay, using 
| prop instruments for a laugh and 
| pulling some bearded gags. 


At the Palace and the last act | 
on the bill, Seabury didn’t get on} 
juntil after 5 p. m. when caught 
| (Saturday matinee). It was a han- 
dicap, particularly at the Palace 
where they walk by habit at 5| 
and 11. That it held all but a few 


WILLIAM SEABURY and Co. (6) | 
Specialty Act 

20 Mins.; Full (Special) 

Palace (St. V) 


This is Seabury’s third new act 
in about a year. 


NEW ACTS 


CALIGARY Bros. (2) t 
Comedy Acrobats 
8 Mins.; Before Band 
Capito! (Pres.) New York | 

Billed as just over from Europe | 
and making their initial American 








Paula TRUEMAN (2) 
Impressions, Songs 
25 Mins.; One and Full (Special!) 
58th St. (V-P) 

Paula Trueman, from legit, has a 


In it he probably | appearance this duo, possibly Ger-/ class act of stage and screen char- 


has found what he wants, or close | mans, has some excellent ideas of | acter impressions. Aided by a tenor, 


enough to satisfy. As entertain- 
ment it isn’t quite as strong as the | 
turn before this one, but it looks | 
a lot cheaper to -perate. The dif- 
ference in cost is the current act's 
edge. It holds some excellent spe- 
cialty numbers; these plus Sea-/| 
bury’s own work, sending it over. 


speaks a lot for this act and its 

people. 
Two-man dance team and four 
are the support. The boys 


and the toe dancing girl stand out. 


| Blonde tap dancer and brunet singer 


; and kicker aren’t far behind. 


Sea- 
bury introduces the specialties most 


|of the way, saving himself for late 


moments. His easy manner with | 
strenuous steps is what sets him 
above most others. Bige. 


| “WATERMELON BLUES” (25) 


Two of the acts had femme souses. | 


Man in the latter turn goes | 


30 Mins. 
Academy (V-P) 

Asa whole this F-M unit lacks real] 
comedy, but is colorful, tuneful and 
speedy. Idea includes Louise and 
Mitchell, mixed tumbler duo; Ted 
Ledford, blackface singer; George 
Yager and Minnie Doyle, harmony; 


|}and four colored entertainers com- 


| Nevins and Gordon had them 
howling when they got into the} 


rough stew travesty. 
mour and Howard had to follow. 
They have some pleasing patter, 
wisecracking along until they step 
into their night club bit for the 
drunk characterization. 

Decidedly repetitious when three 
sailor boys in Speediacs also put on 
a stew number. Speediacs has 10 
persons and is a hardworking outfit. 
It sticks mainly to dancing, and on 
| this work scored quite a hit here. 


Too bad Sey- 





| Mark, 
| Good bill that ought to do biz. 
Screen has “Pointed Heels” (Par). 


Saturday trade heavy. 

Paula Trueman comes from legit 
with a character turn carrying a 
tenor pianist (New Acts). Some of 


the material sailed overhead here. 
Miss Trueman was third on a 
five-act bill that’s really four. 


Weaver Bros. and Elviry, next to 
closing, also are in last turn, “Home 
Folks.” Also included are Stamm 
and Devane,. spotted second. Re- 
ported Stamm and Devane are to 
travel with Weavers and “Home 
Folks” as unit hereafter. 

Only other act is old timer, Heras 
and Willes, opening. Comic acro- 
bats start in full with special drop 
typifying back yard, where the two 
show as sidewalk musicians and 
then turn to burlesque acrobatics. 
Went big for the seven minutes. 

Stamm and Devane have an as- 
sortment of physical culture, danc- 
ing and singing. He now is using 
two of Elviry Weaver’s “daughters” 
among his quartet of singers and 
dancers. Closing bit has Stamm 
singing song while he lifts piano 
and two girls. Heavy hand. 

Weaver Bros., Elviry and “Home 
Folks” takes in 15 people, made 
up as backwoods natives in an ex- 
aggerated but laugh creating idea 
of hinterland entertainment. Seven 
girls and eight men, including a 
sextet of instrumentalists in clod- 
hopper costume. 

Vaude took 96 minutes and fea- 
ture 62. Show ran 176 minutes. 


AUDUBON 


~ (Vaudfilm) 

Biz not so good. Bookers shot in 
a talker western, “The Lone Star 
Ranger” (Fox). Usual band act in 
the vaude lineup was Art Landry. 
Landry’s group is a hard working, 
pleasing array of musickers. They 
play well, put over their numbers 
effectively, and Landry is a modest 
showman with comedy slants that 
the others don’t attempt. 

Vaude opened with “A Night in 
Spain.” Aside from a prima who 
warbled “Kiss Me Again” and a 
pair of girls who stepped to castanet 
accompaniment, the act goes along 
quietly until three men and a gir! 
go into an adagio routine. Girl is 
tossed around plenty. Looked like a 
waste of time for all the lead up 
to this bit. 

Hatt and ,aserman followed with 
a trampoline act somewhat away 
from the former beaten path of 
bounding net workers. Woman has 
her partner, working as props, go 
to the net for a series of comedy 
springs and falls. Act can fill in 
acceptably on the type of short 
shows now hitting the neighbor- 
hoods, 

Felovis amazed with his juggling. 





}His manipulations of the ball and ‘scored nicely. 


| 
H 


prising three youngsters and a 
mammy. Kids dance and the woman 
sings. 


Futuristic setting in red and 
green, with a double drop curtain; 
upper half revealing tapering stair- 
way for a finale bit. Pit band which 
takes to the stage, wears smocks 
and fez, and is in huge watermelon 
shell big enough for 25 musicians. 
Another shell shaped like house, 
with windows and entrance, set to 
right. 

Most of the music is southern 
medley, both modern and old. Mu- 
sicians here proved asset to the unit, 
and Jack Roth, conductor, was a 
likeable m. c. 

Turn opens and stays in full with- 


out drop cut. Ensemble trots out 
for song and dance medley that 
takes in various hot dances. Louise 


and Mitchell, acrobats, are mild ex- 
cept when girl does the understand- 
ing. 
tious and should be cut to give the 
turn faster gait. 


George Yager and Minnie Doyle | 


in southern costume harmonize, with 


the ensemble coming in to put over | 


pleasant number. Mammy and her 

three kids follow with good novelty 

because of juvenile angle. Woman 

sits in front of the band and sings 

while the kids dance. Went over big 
ere. 

Ted Ledford, introduced as the 
“Dixie Vagabond,” does his “Seven- 
Eleven” number to music with a 
pair of dice for good returns. En- 
semble breaks in for the finale with 
dance and chorus, splitting after 
one number. Boys remain on stage 
while the girls take to the upper 
platform. All don head masks for 
finish in blackface effect. 


“CO-EDS” (5) 

Songs, Dancing, Talk 

23 Mins.; One and Three (Special) 
Lincoln Sq. (V-P) 

Just‘an act. Pop deuce or opener. 
Played middle on five-act bill here. 

This quintet has idea but lacks 
cohesion and moves too slow. Stuff 
is in three scenes that opens in 
“three,” a girls’ college dormitory 
bedroom with three girls in bed; 
then to “one” to get two boys in, 
and then back to “three” for artist’s 
studio scene. 

Group includes Fred and Blanche 
Steger, Don Kennelly, Gwen Hay- 
den and Shirley Wynn. 

Kennelly plays comic with Steger 
as straight in skit revolving about 
an artist’s search for his dream girl. 
Sprightliest bit is Gwen Hayden. 
She’s tiny but all good. 

Act can go better with more 
work, and loosening up of comedy. 
Kennelly plays as if he’s doing the 
customers a favor, and crew alto- 
gether work in cues like so many 
time bells taking each count as a 
separate order to step in and divide 
act’s atmosphere. . 

Miss Steger makes pretty foil, and 
of crew, best dancing by Kennelly 
and Miss Hayden. Fred Steger 
sings okay. 





sticks at the close won him tremen- 
dous applause here. Irene Riccardo 
has been in neighborhood houses in 
this uptown section so many times 
the schoolboys know her “Whoa 
Pagliacca” lyrics backward. _ Still 
effective, with Miss Riccardo doing 
well also on her Spanish number. 
She added comedy which the show 





needed. 
Art Landry band followed and 


Mark. 


| comedy 


Their comedy attempt is face- | 


acrobats and pantomime. | 
As routined at the Capitol there was |} 
ample area for improvement in pace, 
execution and neatness, yet funda- | 
mentally they have individuality and | 
a high order merit. 

Boys will be well advised to ex- 
periment or otherwise build for the 


ol 
' 


future even though as is they can) 
probably work indefinitely. Torn | 
armpits in tuxedo distinctly out of | 
icharacter at the Capitol, or any- | 
| where. Land. 


Revue . 
16 Mins.; One and Full (Special) 
| Academy of Music (V-P) 
By largely on the strength of a 
| few of the specialties, the nice man- 


expensive mounting, Lew Kessler’s 
| “Dance Derby” fits for medium-time 


| Opening spot, as here, seems its best 
| position in houses where flashes are 
used as starters. 

Kessler formerly called his act 
“Co-Eds,” also a 10-people turn. 
Now the lineup embraces Kessler 
jand a clever specialty dancer be- 
lsides an ensemble of eight girls. 
None of the eight double for in- 
| dividual numbers. While one of the 
i|two dances topping song numbe:s is 
o. k., it is the specialties by Dor- 
othy Charles who puts the class into 
this act. Her slowly-done high- 
kicking acrobatic number and the 
toe ballet later are gems and really 
save Kessler’s “Dance Derby” from 
| scratching or being left at the post. 

The ensemble, doing nicely in all 
their numbers and best for the 
jumping rope finish, provide pleas- 
ing background. 

Weak here. 


Char. 


GEORGE ANDRE and Co. 
Adagio 

|\7 Mins.; Full (Special) 
8ist Street (V-P) 

Another adagio turn using three 
men and one girl. George Andre 
|is probably the introductory singer. 

Majority of the throw and twist 
routines here employed standard 
type. Distinction lies in the staging 
and the clever work of the femme. 

Pleased. 


(3) 


KERR and WESTON and Co. (3) 
| “Nite in Monte Carlo” (Comedy) 
22 Mins.; Full (Special) 

Jefferson (V-P) 

Donald Kerr and Effie Weston in 
a comedy follow-up of their “Break- 
ing in Society.” Kerr's continuous 
chatter, wisecracks and acrobatic 
fol de rol keep the turn from fizzling. 
But it’s a herculean job to sustain 
the whole act. 

Wiss Weston works in a double 
number and also goes into her fa- 
miliar dancing routine. She main- 
tains a fast straight pace when gab- 
bing with Kerr. 

Kerr’s a good comic. As the pen- 
niless globe traveler introduced as 
the phoney prince of something or 
other, he takes up a collection for 
bootleggers and then plays the bank 
and wins. Later he again tries his 
luck and loses everything. 

In the support, aside from Miss 
Weston, there are two men and a 
girl, Alice Lawlor. One of the men 
| warbles a serious solo, which slows 
|up the act’s speed. Miss Lawlor 
looks well and does well with a vocal 
solo. 

There’s a musical comedy finale 
with all taking part. Kerr then 
steps away from the act to demon- 
strate the acrobatic work that has 
always stood him in good stead. 

Act got over at the Jeff. Mark. 








Don GALVAN 
Guitar, Banjo, Songs 
13 Mins.; One 
58th St. (V-P) 

Galvan’s adept strumming on the 
banjo puts him across. He is best 
for the deuce spot, as here. 

Galvan is billed as the Spanish 
Banjo Boy and uses heavy Spanish 


accent. Forced or natural, it helps 
lots. 
Opens with guitar and songs. 


Sings one number in Spanish and 
then drifts into a pop. Guitar ac- 
companiment far outshines the 
voice. Straight banjo playing fol- 
lows and provides a good finish. Sure 
to click is his simultaneous playing 
of melody and accompaniment. 


ROBILLO and Co. (2) 
Tight-wire 
5 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Englewood (V-P), Chicago 

Two excellent stunts fit this act 
for family time. Both are singles 
by Robillo. He does a back hand- 
spring and a back somersault on 
the wire. 

Other feats are split bounces on 





the wire, also sure fire. Woman as- 
sistant participates in an opening 
tango off the wire. Robillo makes 
a nice appearance in matadorish 


Loop. 


' costume, 


| which 
| 


“DANCE DERBY” (10) . | 
|}song from “The Love Parade.” “The 
|Age of Innocence” is satirical crin- 


- - , “~ | impressions 
iner in which act is staged and its | 
| because the originals 


} : : | thoroughly familiar. 
| bills in splits of second importance. 
' 


Arnold Gluck, a male piano accom- 


panist, Marshall McCurdy. Worth 
|} all houses, 

Opens in “one” with Gluck an- 
nouncing turn, then goes to full 
and one alternately with Miss True- 
man doing takeoffs on Maurice 
Chevalier, Molly Picon and Greta 


Garbo. Finally a number called 
“The Age of Innocence,” taken from 
her legit work. 

All are well done. 
numbers is “Gypsy Love Song,” 
he sings well. All of Miss 
Trueman’s changes are done on the 
stage. 

Chevalier 


Among Gluck’s 


characterization is a 


oline number. Chevalier and Picon 
were the only weak 
spots in applause results here. Both 


are not yet 


| EVANS and WOLF and Co. (1) 
| Songs and Dances 

| 10 Mins.; Two 

| 86th St. (V-P) 

This two men and woman act 
|} seems disjointed. Obtains its main 
register on single specialties, songs 
by one man, piano playing by the 
other and acrobatic dancing by the 


blonde femme member. 
Nothing new in way of routine. 
Fairly well received here. 
Mark. 


LAZAR Revue (5) 

Revue 

15 Mins.; One and Full (Special) 
Jefferson (V-P) 


Some fair talent and material, but 
in present shape would have a hard 
time getting across in better class 
neighborhood stands. Re-routing, 
some cutting and fixing might im- 
prove the Jack Lazar Revue to the 
point where it could get by safely, 
but chances are never in an out- 
standing way. 

Though heading the act, Lazar re- 
mains in the background, allowing 
his acrobatic dancer and the sister 
team most of the numbers. The 
dancer offers two numbers, one a 
high-kicking specialty that is a lit- 
tle slow, though well executed, and 
an eccentric acrobatic number that 
clicks nicely. Sister twain are on 
several times and get themselves 
across principally on the strength of 
their harmony work. Lazar and the 
| acrobatic dancer appear in a brief 
Russian comedy number that rates 
| only fair, and the Oriental maid- 
|cook double is still weaker. 

In an introductory bit the sister 
team announces that “variety is 
what you want,” and while an at- 
tempt is made to vary the routine, 
even to the inclusion of an Irish 
specialty of far from unusual punch, 
it still wasn’t what people wanted 
when caught, finish being weak. 

Opened show here. Char. 








Alice and Sonny LAMONT 
Comedy Wire 

16 Mins.; One and Full 
Jefferson (V-P) 

Lamonts have been in vaude some 
time. Last billed as the _ Billy 
LaMont Four. Now full billing given 
Alice and Sonny, with the comedy 
of Sonny the main prop. Aside from 
wire work of Alice and Billy, the 
act scores roundly on  Sonny’s 
|acrobatie skill. Considering that he 
weighs 266 pounds his ground tum- 
bling quite unusual. 

Wire work of Billy and Alice 
continues along former rvutines, 
with their tricks appearing flashier 
through execution without any net 
below the wire. 

Lamont, senior, may have buried 
some stage pride when he eliminated 
his name and pushed the girl and 
boy out in front. Laughs produced 
by Billy have made the turn a cork- 
ing asset to present-day vaude. 

Mark. 


Bob CARTER and AALBU Sisters 
Flash 

12 Mins.; Full (Special) 

Jefferson (V-P) 

Good anywhere, although Carter 
ought to move faster on cues and 
play straight without energizing 
| be funny. Turn includes five, 
| sisters making a quartet of blonde 
| lookers. Girls harmonize well and 
have an instrumental foursome of 
piano, cello, violin and clarinet, also 
dancing. 

Carter’s a good dancer. Act fifth 
spot On seven-act set-up, and rated 
sizeable applause. 


CONNIE, BILLIE and MANNY 
| Tap Dancing 
6 Mins.; One 
Englewood (V-P), Chicago 

Three colored men dressed alike 
|in street flash in a very weak dance 
ling act. Primary fault is that two 
cannot tap dance, 

No showmanship a further handi- 
‘cap. Loop. 
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Variety 


NEXT WEEK (Jan. 25) 
THIS WEEK (Jan. 18) 





show, whether 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


full or split week 


Bills 








Casino de Paris 


M inguett 

Earl Leslie 
Charies Ahearn 
J W Jackson Tr 
Rocky Twins 
Ladd & Olive 
Eltzoff-Romoff 
Mona lee 

Aime Simon Girard 
Pizeila-Dandy 
Henri Garat 
Guetts 2 
Margaret Jade 
Viviane Gosset 
Royac-Lebas 
Bigiarelli Ballets 


Caumartin 
Carol Saxe Co 






Conway Wingfield 
Lawrence Fletcher 
Alan Ward 
Wright Kramer 

T Carlton Upham 
Olive Brokaw 
Richard Ranier 
Jackson Walker 


Earick Linden 
A R Heron Ward 
Richard Hyman 
John Jackson 
Leon Kelly 
Richard Raimer 
Jessie Ralph 
Rose Burdick 
Betty Boice 
Regana Stanfield 
Ruth Conoley 
Jean Kenyon 


FINSBURY PARK 
Empire 
Jack Hylton Bd 
Johnson Clark 
Lily Morris 
LONDON 
Hippodrome 
. Cinders 
Victoria Palace 
Ida Tr 
Oda!li Careno 


BIRMINGHAM 
Empire 
Show's the Thing 
Grand 

Sonny Boy 


Royal 
Goldilocks & Bears 
BRADFORD 

Alhambra 
Hold Everything 
CARDIFF 

Empire 
First Mrs Fraser 
EDINBURGH 

Empire 
The New | rode 
GLASGOW 

Alhambra 
Silver Wings 
Empire 
Casino de Paris 


Palac 
Mr Cindefs 
.E Ss 


Empire 
Ripples 


yal 
Mother Goose 











PARIS 
Week of sighed 20 


Push ° 
an irque D’Hiver 


sls 4 


Gece Junior 
Daunton-shaw 
[,ittle Walte Ss 
Joe Breitbar 


Ecifero Dogs 

Jackie Collier 

Lopoz 3 

Ajex 3 

Fratellini 2 

Swan Ringens 4 
Empire 

Richards’ Robot” 

Roseray-Cappella-S 

Marthe Ferrare 

Spadaro 

Marie Ditrix 

Bonhair Tr 

Eietts 

Glassner Horses 

Blanche de Paunac 

Miss Athea 

Stadium Tr 
Medrane 

Allison 10 

Christians 4 

Louis Rigoulot 

Cecilia Schumann 

Walasis 6 

Miss Mamie 

Londonia & Partner 

Ren-Son 3 

Oscar Schumann 

Iles & Loyal 

Poncherry 5 

Cairoli-Porto-C'l'tto 

Hundatze Tr 


LONDON 
Week of January 20 


Jean Kennedy 
Bert Coots 
Hazel & Day 
Henry & Stafford 
NEW C SS 
Emp 
Vagabond King 
STRATFORD 
Empire 
Sense and Nonsense 


PROVINCIAL 
ENGLAND 


LIVERPOOL 
Empire 
Aladdin 
MANCHESTER 
Palace 
Robinson Crusoe 
a 


oon * Fite 
EWPORT 
Empire 
The ueatarers 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire 
Surprise Packet 
al 
Cinderella 
ate Sah tae 


Royal 
Babes in the Wood 
— 
Palee 
Babes in the. Wood 
HEFFIE 
Empire 
Wake Up & Dream 
SOUTHAMPTON 
Empire 
The Desert Song 
SOUTHSEA 


Kings 
Five O'Clock Girl 
SWANSEA 





Empire 
Gypsy Vagabond 





Picture Theatres 








NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (87) 
“T,'nd Syncopation” 
Caligary Bros 
Sally & Ted 

Serge Flash 

Ken Whitmer 
Yasha Bunchuk 
“It’s a Great Life” 


Paramount (18) 
“Jazz Preferred” U 
Harry Richmaa 
Yvette Rugel 
Smith & Hadley 
Caperton & Biddle 
Jesse Crawford 
Dorothea Berke Co 
“Behind Makeup” 
Roxy (18) 
Harold Van Duzee 
Patricia Bowman 
Leonide Massine 
Neryda 

Harry Losee 
Zanou & Kaz 

M Vodnoy 

Mischa Voljanin 
Markert Roxyettes 
“Sunny Side Up” 


CHICAGO, ILL. 
Avalon (17) 
Charlie Crafts Bd 

arry Dewning 
night 3 

(Two to fill) 
Capitol (17) 

Cookie’s Bd 

Lewis & Dody 

Bernard & Henrie 

Weiss 3 


(One to fill) 
Chicago (17) 
“Believe It or Not” 

Bob Nolan Bd 

The Great Leon 

Earl LaVere 

Mary & Bobby 

Olive May 

Walter Powell 

Fred Evans Ens'ble 

“Laughin witit 
G 

. “Knick necks” U 


Bert Gordon 
Barbara Vernon 
Quale & Keily 
Lambert Ballet 
“Romane of an 


ia Fiesta’ U 


” 





Benny Meroff Bd 
Joe Griffin 
Mexicana 8 
The Brantoms 
Bobby Callahan 
“Rio Rita’ 
Oriental (17) 
Lou Kosloff Bd 
Nick Lucas 
Martin & Martin 
Ballet 
“Glorifying Girl” 
Paradise (17) 
“Jazz Clock Store’ 
Mark Fisher Bd 
Paul Kirkland 
Bob LaSalle 
Tiffany 2 
Bard & Avon 
Peggy Bernier 
“The Trespasser” 
Rialto (17) 
3 Browns 
Wilfred DuBois 
(Three to fill) 
Stratford 
2a half (23-25) 
Ted Leary 
Trado -2 
Duncan's Collies 
McGrath & Travers 
Tivoli (17) 
“Odds & Fnds’’ U 
Frankie Masters Bd 
Joe Browning 
Si Browning 
Jules & J Walton 
Kathryn Wright 
Whitey Roberts 
Dave Gould B&G 
“The Trespasser” 
Uptown (17) 
“Painted Melodies” 
Al Kvale Bada 
Harry Savoy 
King & King 
Irene Taylor 
Birdie Dean 
Erwin Lewis 
Dorothr Berke Co 
“The Trespasser”’ 
BOSTON 


Metropolitan | (18) 
“Tip Toppers” Unit 
Al Mitchell Ba 
Guy Harrison 
Maria Koussevitzky 
“General Crack’ 
State (18) 
Gene Dennis 
Amerique & Neville 





Harry Rodgers 


Jack Miller Bd 
“Their Own Desire” 
BROOKLYN 
Fox *@}) 
*“‘Wat'Meton Blues 
Hunter & Percival 
Rube Wolf 
Sunkist Beauties 
‘Hot for Paris” 
Paramount (18) 
| “Modes & Modeis” 
| Rudy Vallee Orch 
Montrose & Reyn ds 
Chester Fredericks 
Duffin & Draper 
Nita Carol 
Willard Fry 


“7 Days Leave” 
United Artists 
(Indef) 

Oliver Wallace 
“New York WMi‘es 
MINNEAP., MINN, 
Minnesota (25) 
“Jazz Clock 
Paul Kirkland 
Bob LaSalle 
Tiffany 2 





| Fred Ey 





Bard & Avon 
ans Ens’ble 
NEW ARK 
Branford (18) 
“Now & Then’’>U 


| Charlie Melson 








Dir. 





JACK POWELL 


“Jazz in a Kitchenette” 


Sailing for Europe Jan. 31st 
LEDDY & SMITH 











Brenk’s Horse & B 
Fred Evans Beaut’s 
Bob West 
“Behind Makeup” 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (18) 
“Mardi Gras” Unit 
Phil Lampkin 
4 Ortons 
2 Gobs 
Dorothy Neville 
4 Harmonists 
H & C Royal 
Fred Evans Girls 
“Condemned” 
Hippodrome (13) 
Al Trahan 
Roger Imhoff 
Marcelle Coreene 
Fleurette Jeoffrie 
Harry Lauder Co 
Lane Osborne & C 
Paul Sydell & Sp’ty 
“The Love Racket’”’ 
Lafayette (18) 
“Drapes” Idea 
Frank Melino Co 
Jerome Mann 
Dorothy Kelly | 
St Louis Beauties 
“Hell's Heroes” 
CLEVELAND 
State (18) 
“Showland”’ Unit 
Ted Claire 
Rio Bros 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Helen Kennedy 
Florie Vestoft 
Woods Miller 
Edith Rogers 
Dorothea Berke Co 
‘Woman Racket” 
DALLAS, TEX. 
Palace (25) 
"Creole Nights’ U 
Lang & Haley 
Rolling Stones 
Anita La Pierre 
Chantal Sis 
Helen Hayes 
Dorothy Berke Co 
DENVER, COL. 
Denver (25) 
“Song Shoppe’ Rev 
Hal Sherman 
Cariton & Bellew 
Faust 3 
Gladys St John 
Harold Hanson 
Admund Sjovik 
Maureen & Sonny 
Dave Gould Girls 
DES, MOINES, IA, 
Paramount (25) 
“Puppets’ Parade” 
Ferry Corwey 
Walter Walthers Co 
Eileen & Margery 
Blair & Thornton 
John Quinlan 
Mary Reade Girls 
DETROIT 





Fisher (18) 
"Candy Cutups” U 
Del Delbridge 
Fred Ardath Co 
6 Maxcllos 
Gray & White 
Lorraine Tumler 
Gamby Hale Girls 
“The Aviator” 

Fox (18) 
“Kisses’’ Idea 
Frankie Jenks 
Joe & J McKenna 
Will Cowan 
Mitzi Mayfair 
Dave Hacker 
“Hot for Paris’’ 

Michigan (18) 
“Novelties” Unit 
Al Morey Bd 
Sammy Reshevsky 
Nathan Rubin 
“Bishop Murder C” 
HOUSTON, TEX. 
Metropolitan (25) 
“Farmyard Frolics” 
Senator Murphy 
Frank Hamilton 
Zastro & White 
Bernice Marshall 
Sunny Schenck 
H & S Wisner 
Dave Gould Girls 
LOS ANGELES 
Boulevard (23) 
Slim Martin 
“The Very Idea” 
Egyptian (23) 
“Ivories” Idea 
4 High Hatters 
Hy Meyer 
Goetz & Duffie 
Betty Lou Webb 
“Sweetie” 
Loew's State (23) 
“Eyes Idea 
Georgie Stoll 
6 Candrevas 
Wells & Winthrop 
Bob & Ula Buroft 
“Hollywood Rev" 
Paramount 
(Indef) 
Milton Charles 


Charles Withers Co 
Tommy Wonder 
Ward Sis 
D’Orsey 
Harold Rieder 

Geo Morgenroth 
“The Mighty’ 

N. ORLEANS, LA. 
Saenger (25) 
“Garden of Love” 

Bayes & Speck 
Renoff & Renova 
Miriam Lax 
Earl Scholl 
Felicia Sorel Co 
Dorothy Berke Co 


Paramount (25) 
“Cocoanut Grove” 
Keller Sis & Lynch 
Christie & Nelson 
Kambaroff 
Cecil Blair 
Dave Gould Girls 


PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (18) 
“Dance Rhythm” U 

Eddie White 
Senorita Carita 
Littlefield Dancers 
“Bishop Murder C” 
Fox (18) 
Jeanne Mignolet 
Adelaide De Loca 
Harold C Wright 
John Griffin 
Helen Andrews 
“Sunny Side Up” 
Mastbaum (18) 
“White Caps” Unit 
Verne Buck 
Charles Previn 
Stuart Barrie 
“Laughing Lady’ 
PITTSBURGH 
Enright (18) 
“Crimson Blues’ U 
Jay Mills 
Joe Penner 


3yron 





“Playing Around” 


Penn (18) 
“Oddities” Unit 
Al Evans 


Gordon & King 

3 Dennis Sis 

Cole & Snyder 
Chester Hale Girls 
“New York Nites” 


Stanley (18) 
“Ingenues Gambol” 
Jean Boydell 
Joe & Willie Hale 
The Ingenues 
25 Ziegfeld Bea’ties 
Dick Powell 
“7 Days Leave” 

8. ANTONIO, TEX. 
' Texas (25) 
“Snap Into It” U 
Val & E Stanton 
Patterson 2 
The Toregos 
Maxine Henry 
Ann Williams 
Serova Girls 
WASH’GTON, D., C. 
Fox (25) 
‘Wat'Melon Blues” 
F & M Idea 
Alexander Callam 
Mammy & Picks 


Store”’. 


(Two to fill) 
2d half (29-31) 
Sgt Franklyn & R 
Ryan Sis 
Leon & Dawn 
Bussey & Case 
Amerique & Neville 
Capitol (25) 
Bobby Walthour Co 
Hickey Bros 
Flo Mayo 
Nat Nazarro 
(One to fill) 
Delancey St. 
Ist half (25-28) 
Keith Wilbur 
Johnny Berkes Co 
6 Juggling Nelsons 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (29-31) 
Harm & Nee 3 
Alexan Iria & Olson 
(Three to fill) 
Fairmount 
Ist half (25-28) 
Bernard De Pace 
Jean Granese Co 
Jack & K Spangler 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (29-31) 
Myra Langford 
Masters & Grace 
Joe Laurie Jr 


Nitz Vernille Co 
(One to fill) 
Grand 

ist half (25-28) 


Zelda Santiey Co 
Allen & Canfield 
Braille & Pallo Rey 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (29-31) 
Bob & L Gillette 
Dora Early Co 
Frank Dobson Co 
Art Henry Co 
Tracey & Hay Co 
Lincoln Square 


Ist half (25-28) 
Le Van & Bernie 
Carr Bros & Betty 


Marie & M Clark 
Serova Rev 
(One to fill) 
2d half (29-81) 
Los Castillos 
Michel 
Fiynn & Mack 
Dance Derby 
(One to fill) 
National 
Ist half (25-28) 
Bussey & Case 
Trixie Friganza 
(Three to fill) 
2a half (29-31) 
Olvera Bros 
Colburn & Lake 
Marie & Ann Clark 
Harry Rose 
Jack & K Spangler 
Orpheum 
ist half (25-28) 
Olvera Bros 
George Lyons 
Art Henry Co 
Dance Derby 
Alexandria & Olson 
2a half (29-31) 
3 Silvers 
Lionel Mike Ames 
Fisher & Hurst 
Barry & Lancaster 
Happiness Gir!s 
State (25) 
Stickney’s Circus 
Bob Albright Co 
Georgie Price 
Duke Ellington Ire 
(One to fill) 
Victoria 
ist half (25-28) 
Aurora 3 
Ryan Sis 
Harry Hayden Co 
McManus & Hickey 
Eddie Leonard Co 
2a half (29-31) 
Paul Nolan Co 
Clark & Smith 
Barrett & Cuneen 
Gracella-Theodore 
(One to fill) 
B ——_ 


‘or: 

ist half (25-28) 
Gallarini & Sis 
Sol Gould Co 
Frank Dobson Co 
(Two to fill) 

2d haif (29-31) 
Prosper & Maret 
Lauren & La Dare 
Venita Gould 
Allen & Canfield 
Templeton Boys Co 

Gates Ave. 

ist half (25-28) 
Grace & M Eline 
All Girl Show 
(Three to fill) 

2a half (29-31) 
Grace Smith Co 
Bernard & Townes 
Carr Bros & Betty 
Bernardo DePace 
Watson Sis 

Kings (25) 

6 White Lillies 
Estes Jones 
(Three to fill) 

Loew’s 46th St. 

Ist half (25-28) 
Peg Bates 
Barry & Lancaster 
(Three to fill) 





2d half (29-31) 


Frances Arms Co 
Ruloff & Elton Co 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (29-31) 
Winnie & Dolly 
Keith Wiibur 
Fielder-Harriet Co 
Johnny Berkes Co 
Gallarini & Sis 
AKRON 
Loew's (25) 
The DuPonts 
3 Rah Rah Girls 
Will J Kennedy 
Joe Darcey 
Signor Friscoe Orch 
ATLANTA 
Grand (25) 
Jerome & Evelyn 
Jack North 
George D’Ormonde 
Demarest & Deland 
Hughie Clark Co 
BAY RIDGE 
Loew's 
ist half (256-28) 
Myra Langford 
Milton Douglas 
Milton Douglas Bd 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (29-31) 
George Lyons 
Le Grohs 
Wilson Bros 
togers & Wynne Co 
(One to fill) 
BOSTON 
Orpheum (25) 
Milton Berle Unit 
CANTON 
Loew's (25) 
Les Jardys 
Romaine & Castie 
Jack Janis Co 
Caits Bros 


Carl Freed Orch 

CORONA, L. 1. 
Plaza 

ist half (25-28) 


Rogers & Wynne Co 
Joe Termini 
Hungari Tr 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (29-31) 
La France & Reed 
Peg Bates 
Robinson & Pierce 
Milton Douglas 
Milton Douglas Bd 
EVANSVILLE 
Loew's (25) 
4 Ussems 
Primrose 4 
Edgar Bergen Co 
Ross Wyse Jr Co 
Dream Street 
HOUSTON, TEX. 
State (25) 
Ed & Jen Rooney 
Dixie Hamilton 
Smith & Hart 
Les Gellis 
Benny Barton Co 
JAMAICA, L. I. 
Valencia (25) 
Les Ghezzis 
Kaye & Sayre 
Dodd & Rush 
(Two to fill) 
JERSEY CITY 
Loow’s (25) 
Lou Holtz 
Dolores Eddy & D 
Pearl Twins 
(Two to fill) 
KANSAS CITY 
Loew's (25) 
Vardell Bros 
Willie Solar 
Dave Harris Co 
(Two to fill) 
MEMPHIS, TENN 
State (25) 
Archie & G Falls | 
Ted & Ai Waldman 
Jane & Kath Lee 
Toney & Norman 
Ann Pritchard Co 
MONTREAL 
Loew's (25) 
Angel Bros 
Chas & Lil Girard 
Hooper & Gatchett 
Frank Conville 
Big Parade Person 
NEWARK 
State (25) 
Bentell & Gould 
Morrell & Beckwith 
The Briants 
Claude & Marion 
Carl Shaw Co 
NEW ORLEANS 
State (25) 
Chapelle & Carlton 
Stroud Twins 
Burke & Durkin 
Sam Hearn 
Down Home 
NORFOLK, VA. 
State (25) 
Ed & Lee Traver 
Billy Beard 
Jack Sidney Co 
(Two to fill) 
HESTER 
Loew’s (25) 
Ford & Price 
Sim Moore & Pal 
Jack Norworth Co 
Jack Osterman 
Roye & Maye Co 
SYRACUSE 
Loew's (25) 
Rath Bros 
Jue Fong 
O'Donnell & Biair 





Colisenm 
ist half (25-28) 
Rudell & Dunnigan 
Eliz Morgan Co 
Buck & Bubbles 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (22-24) 
Alleen & Marjorie 
Ewing Eaton 
Faber & Lehr 
Corinne Tilton 
Chinese Whoopee 
8ist Street 
Ist half (25-28) 
Leo Beers & H Ely 
C Bennington Bd 
Cardiff & Wales 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (22-24) 
8 Rangers 
Paula Truman 
Richard Bennett Co 
Barry & Whitledge 
Lockett & Page 
86th Street 
Ist half (25-28) 
Danny Small 
Willie West & McG 
Hayes & Cody 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (22-24) 
Harrim’n Swan & L 
Harrison & Dakin 
Irene Bordoni 
Spence & True 
Luster Bros 





Royal 
ist haif (25-28) 
3 Small Bros 
Aileen & Marjorie 
Billy Maine Co 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (22-24 
Rhapsody in wii 
Danny Small Co 
Smythe & Elsler 
Joe Jackson 
Cardiff & Wales 
Dance Parade 
BROOKLYN 
Albee (25) 
Rhythmic Revels 
Tom McAuliffe 
Odette Myrtle 
Barry & Whit'edge 
Joe Cook 
(18) 
Don Galvin 


Kitchen Pirates 
Corbett & O'Brien 
(Two to fill) 
Bushwick 

Ist half (25-28) 
Geo Morton 
Roismann's Alab’ns 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (22-24) 
Francois Densmore 
Jackson & Lee 
Saxton & Farrell 





Don Cummings 
Weston & Lyons 








HELD 





SENORITA CARITA 


SECOND WEEK 


EARLE, PHILADELPHIA 
Dir. LEDDY & SMITH 


OVER 











58th Street 
Ist half (25-28) 
Marie Decomba 
Kitchen Pirates 
Robles & Hamilton 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (22-24) 
5 Danubes 
Cora Green 
Billy House Co 
Bobby May 
Zita & Anis 
FORDHAM 
ist half (25-28) 
Smith Strong & Lee 
Faber & Lehr Co 
Lillian Morton 
(Two to fill) 
2a haif (22-24) 
Dixie 4 
Wilson & Dobson 
Ted Lewis Orch 
(Two to fill) 
Franklin 
ist half (25-28) 
Don Galvin 
Caufield & Ritchie 
Joe Young Co 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (22-24) 
Jean Carr Co 
Marie DeComba 
Douglas Wright Co 
Rogers & Donnelly 
Manny King Co 
Glenn & Jenkins 
Gloria Lee Boys 


Hamiitton 

Ist half (25-28) 
Beaston & Franklin 
Paula Paquita & C 
Corinne Tilton 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (22-24) 
Elizabeth Morgan 
Roy Rogers 
Carl Francis Co 
Burns & Allen 
Snyder & Cooley 
Hippodrome (25) 
Liazeed Tr 
Don Cummings 
Tiny Town Rev 
Ada Brown 
Williams & Delaney 
Toto 

(18) 


Geo Wong Co 
The Hill Billies 
Sol Gould Co 
Shamplain & H 3 
Hyde & Burrell 
Odiva & Seals 
Jefferson 
ist half (25-28) 
Dane & Alvin Sis 
Joe Mendi 
Fielder Harriett Co 
Boyle & Della Co 
(One to fill) 
2a half (22-24) 
Stolen Steps 
3 Jests 
Toby Wilson Co 
Ford & Watson 
Nan Halperin 
Jack Wilson Co 
Kikuta Japs 
125th Street 
ist half (25-28) 
Desmond Ear! Co 
we 
4 Pa 





(Three to fill) 








TUESDAYS 


HOTEL 
MANHATTAN 


159 wert Tame St. 
NEW Y 


JACK L. LIPSHUTZ 
TAILOR, 908 Walnut St., Phila. 








Louis & Mitchell 
Ted Ledford 
Knight & Jager 

16 South’n Steppers 
Stevens & Reece 
Meyer Davis Sym 
Leon Brusiloft 
“Romance Rio Gr” 


(18) 
“Sweet Cookies” U 
F & M Idea 
Alexander Callam 
Jones & Hull 
Eva Mandell 
Bobbe Tomson 
Roy Loomis 
Sunkist Girls 
Meyer Davis Sym 
Leon Brusiloft 
“Song of Kent’cky”’ 

Palace (25) 

“Toytown"” U 
Loew Unit 
Enoch Light 
“Kibitzer”’ 

(18) 
“Les Parfum” U 
Toew Unit 
Wesley Eddy 
Charlotte Woodruff 
Adler & Bradford 
Mills & Shea 
Hale Girls 
“Their Own Desire” 








Loew 





NEW YORK CiTy 
Boulevard 
half (25 





ist 23) 


; Prosper & Maret 
| Harry Rose 
| Alex Hyde Maidens 








Weber & Ray 
McManus & Hickey 
Trixie Friganza 
Aurora 3 

(One to fill) 


Metropolitan (25) 
Lassitter Bros 
Mary Haynes Co 
Walter C Kelly 
14 Bricktops 
(One to fill) 


Oriental 
Ist half (25-28) 
Lauren & La. Dare 
Gracella-Theodore 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (29-31) 
Joe Mandis 3 
Le Van & Berni 
Harry Hayden Co 
Hibbitt & Hartman 
Alex Hyde Maidens 
Pitkin (25) 
Runaway 4 
Teddy Joyce 
Helen McFarland 
(Two to fill) 
Premier 
Ist half (25-2 


Harry Burns 
Wally Sharples Co 
TORON 


Laew’s (25) 
Sheldon Heft & L 
Reynolds & White 
Nat Chick Haines 
Raymond. & Cav'rly 
6 Lucky Boys 
WDHAVEN. L. I. 


ard 
Ist half (25-28) 
Joe Laurie Jr 
Tracey & Hay Co 
(Three to fill) 
2a half (29-31) 
Grace & M Bline 
All Girl Show 
(Three to fill) 
YONKERS, N. Y. 
Yonkers 
ist half (25-28) 
Nitz Vernille Co 
Wilson Bros 
Venita Gould 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (29-31) 
Jerry & B Brown 
Emil Boreo 
(Three to fill) 











Kas 





NEW YORK CITY 
Chester 
ist half (25-28) 
Hap Hazzard 
Willie Higgie Gir's 
Burns & Allen 
(Two to fill) 


24 half (22-24) 
Heras & Wallace 
Orville Stamm Co 


Weaver Bros 
Home Folke 
(One to fil!) 


2a half (22-24) 
Ardine Tyrell & B 
Corday & Anger 
Wagner & Leta 
Kay & Barr 
(Two to fill) 


Palace (25) 
Harrim’n Swan & L 
Larry Rich Friends 
Harrison & Dakin 
Irene Berdoni 
Luster Bros 
Corbett & O’Brien 
Lina Basquette Co 
Wilton & Weber 

(18) 
C Bennington Bad 
Madei & Ray 
Slim Timblin 
Brennan & Rogers 
Waite Hoyt & F C 
Clayton J’kson & D 
Odette Myrtle 
Frankie Heath 
Wm Seabury Co 


Riverside 


ist half 25-28) 
Bordner & Boyer 3 
Jack Joyce 
Jos McCarthy 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (29-31) 
Adeline Bendon Co 
Maidie & Ray 
Johnny Marvin 
Dainty Marie 
(One to fill) 

2d half (22-24) 
Happy Harrison Co 
Ruth Ford 
| Dave Fergurson Co 
Herbert Faye Co 
‘Lina Basquette Co 








8 Arts Rev 
Kenmore (25) 
Tabor & Greene 
Will Osborne Orch 
(Three to fill) 
(18) 
Red Donahue Co 
Millard & Marlin 
Senorita Alcanez Co 
Bobby Folsom 
Herb Williams 
Madison 
Ist half (25-28) 
Bernice & Foran 
Lulu McConnell Co 
Eliz Brice Co 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (22-24) 
Wh Groh 
Myra Langford 
Geo K Arthur Co 
Gordon & Walker 
Johnny Elliott Co 
Prospect 
Ist half (25-28) 
Ewing & Eaton 
Ross & Costello 
Wright & Douglas 
(Two to fill) 
2a half (22-24) 
Tom Kuma 
Jos Coghlan Co 
Bert Walton 
Musicana 
(One to fill) 
AKRON 
(25) 
Saronoff &' Sonia 
Le Paul 
Dooley & Sales 
Florence Richards’n 
Chesleigh & Gibbs 
(18 


Golf Fiends 
(Others to fill) 
.BANY 
Proctor’s (25) 
Wm Ebbs 
Will Aubrey 
Kikuta Japs 
(Two to fill) 
(18) 
Frank Viola Co 
Tabor & Green 
Bring’g Up Motner 
Johnny Downs 
Gene Rankin. i Bells 


Bos 
Keith- Albeo (25) 
Enoz Frazere 
Jerry Coe & Bros 
Jr Durkin Co 
Maxine Lewis 
Harry Carroll Rev 
(18) 
Armstrong Bros 
Lulu McConnell Co 
Rich & Hart 
Larry Rich Friends 
(One to fill) 
BUFFALO 
Hippodrome (25) 
Russell Markert Co 
Boyd Senter 
Harry J Conley Co 
Gracie Barry 
Mijares 
18) 

Lane Osborne & C 
Sydell & Spotty 
Roger Imhoff Co 
Fleurette Jeoffrie 


Al Trahan 
CALGARY 
Grand (25) 


6 American Beltf'ds 
Howard & Newton 
Teck Burdock Co 
Bill Robinson 
(Qne to fill) 
(18) 
4 Cirillo Boys 
Monica & A Skelly 
Scott Sanders 
Pepito 
(One to fill) 
CHICAGO 
Palace (#5) 
6 Davillos 
Chesleigh & Gibbs 
Natacha Nattova 
Bob Hope 
Webb Entertainers 
Harry Holmes 
Van & Schenck 
Dakotas 
State-Lake (25) 
Mascagno 4 
Grace Doro 
Clifford & Marion 
Irene Rich Co 
Harris & Radcliffe 
(18) 
Helena Justa & C 
Evans & Mayer 
Henry Santrey Bd 
(Two to fill) 
OINCINNATI 
Albee (25) 
Frabelle Frolics 
Ward & Van 
Rin Tin Tin 
Evans & Moyer 
Chinese Show Boat 
(18) 
Sandy Lang Co 
O'Neill & Manners 
Nancy Gibbs Co 
Roy Cummings Co 
Butler & Santos 
CLEVELAND 
105th St. (25) 
Mr & Mrs Petching 
Miller & Wilson 
Danny Duncan Co 
Clara Howard 
Frabelle Frolics 
Palace (25) 
Tinova Baikof Co 


Harrington Sis 
Henry Santrey Bd 
Al Trahan 
Lester Irving 3 
(18) 
Florence Richards’n 
Harris & Radcliffe 
Blossom Seeley Co 
Jimmy Savo 
Mijares 
DENVER 
Orpheum (25) 
Schepp's Circus 
Jack Major 
Leavitt & Lockw’'d 
(Two to fill) 
(18) 
Carrie Eddy 


Mildred Hunt 
Flo Lewis 
Sawyer & Eddy 
FLUSHING 
Keith’s 


Brems Ft & M Bros 


a 5 


Norman Thomas § 
ATERSON, N. J. 
Keith's 
Ist half (25-28) 
Francois Densmore 
Roy Rogers 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (29-31) 
Cora Green 
(Others to fill) . 
2a half (22-24) 
Paula Paquita & C 
Jean La Crosse 
Lou Cameron 
Joe Cook 
(One to fill) 
PITTSBURGH 
Harris (25) 
Bentell & Gould 
(Others to fill) 
PORTLAND 
Orpheum (25) 
The Di Gatanos 
Powers & Jarrett 








BONDS FOR 


A. B. Leach & Co., Inc 





HOWARD SLOAT. 


INVESTMENT 


. 57 William St.. N.Y 





ist half (25-28) 
The Rangers 
Wells & 4 Fays 
Millard & Marlin 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (22-24) 
Murand & Girton 
Murray & A'‘an 
Esther Ralston 
Harry Howard Co 
Adeline Bendon Co 


HORNELL 
Keith’s 
2a half (29-31) 
Alma & Duval 
(Others to fill) 
JERSEY CITY 
State 
Ist half (25-28) 
Chevalier Bros 
Johnny Downs 
Woodland Revue 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (29-31) 
Murand & Girton 
4 of Us 
Glenn & Jenkins 
Francois Densmore 
(One to fill) 
2d half (22-24) 
Crystal 3 
Dotson 
Delong & Renard 
(Two to fill) 


KANSAS CITY 
Mainstreet (25) 
MarineHi Girls 
Brady & Wells 
Bozo Snyder Co 
Kramer & Boyle 
Pollack & Dunn 


LOS ANGELES 
Hilistreet (25) 
Tillis & La Rue 
Curly Burns Co 
Fritz & J Hubert 
Eddie Pardo 
Beehee & Rubyatte 
(18) 
La Salle & Mack 
Blood & Thunder 
Florrie La Vere 
Chamb'l’'n & Himes 
6 Brown Bros 
M’KEESPORT 
Harris (25) 

Crystal 3 
Emerson & Baldwin 
(Three to fill) 

(18) 
Bob Hall 
Bentell & Gould 
(Three to fill) 


MONTREAL 
Imperial (25) 
Cardini 

White & Manning 
Charles & Conroy 
Polar Pastimes 
(One to fill) 


(18) 
Wilson Kepple & B 
Dainty Marie 
Frank Gaby 
Pilcer & Douglas 
(One to fill) 


MT. VERNON 
Keith’s 
Ist half (25-28) 
Rodrigo & Lila Orc 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (22-24) 
Cunningham & C 
Chevalier Bros 
Raymond Bond Co 
Bob Albright Co 
On Wah Tr 


NEWARK 
Palace (25) 
Heras & Wallace 
Orville Stamm Co 
Raynor Lehr Co 
Weaver Bros 
Home Folks 

(18) 

Enos Frazere 
Jerry Coe & Bros 
Chas Ruggles Co 
Maxine Lewis 
Harry Carroll Co 


NEW ROCHELLE 
Keith’s 

Ist half (25-28) 

Senorita Alcanez 

(Others to fill) 

2d half (22-24) 

Revei Bros & Red 

Nancy Decker 

Toto 

Kane & Ellis 

Jack & K Spangler 


OAKLAND 
Orpheum (25) 
Odds & Ends 
(Others to fill) 
(18) 
Tillis & La Rue 
Curly Burns Co 
Fritz & J Hubert 


Derickson & Brown 
Stuart & Lash 
Cavaliers 

(18) 
Gaynor & Byron 
Fulton & Parker 
Olsen & Johnson 
(Two to fill) 


PROVIDENCE 
Keith-Albee (25) 
Jean Carr 
Glad & Moffatt 
Billy House Co 
Joe Bonomo 
Bobby May 


(18) 
Eno Tr 
Lane & Lee 
Tiny Town Rev 
Wilton & Weber 
Tommy McAuliffe 
ROCHESTER 
Palace (25) 
Maryland Colleg'’ns 


Ryan & Noblette 

Tempest & S'’nshine 

Jim McWilliams 

Rhythm & Taps 
(18) 


Lamont 4 

Charm 4 

Rich & Werner 

Fred Lightner Co 

Siamese Twins 

SALT LAKE CITY 
Orpheum (25) 

2 Daveys 

De Marcos 

Yates & Lawley 

Morris & Campbell 

(One to fill) 

(18) 
Schepp’s Circus 
Jack Major 
Leavitt & Lockw'd 
(Two to fill) 

SAN DIEGO 

Orpheum (25) 
La Salle & Mack 
Chamb’l’n & Himes 
Blood & Thunder 
Brown Bros 
Florrie La Vere 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (25) 
Dance Fables 
Hal Neiman 
Ruby Norton 
Ray & Harrison 
Fred Sylvester 

(18) 

Odds & Ends 
(Others to fill) 
SOHENECTADY 
Keith’s 
ist half (26-28) 
4 Phiilips 
Kraft & Lamont 


) 
2a half (29-31) 
Frank Viola Co 
Goss & Barrows 
Rice & erner 
Morton & Arbuckle 
Gene Rankin Bells 
2d half (22-24) 
Margie Hallick Co 
Wm Ebbs Co 
Chase & Watour 
Cadette 6 
SEATTLE 
Orpheum (25) 
Alexander Girls 
Ken Christy Co 
Healy & Cross 
Block & Sully 
Howard's Ponies 


(18) 
Pavely Oukrainsky 
Nash & Fately 
Wm & Joe Mandell 
Owen McGivney 


Orpheum (25) 
4 Cirillo Boys 
Monica & A Skelly 
Scott Sanders 
Pepito 
(One to fill) 
(18) 
Lee Twins 
Medley & Duprey 
Snoozer Junior 
Jack Pepper 
(One to fill) 
ST. LOUIS 
Keith’s (25) 
Doin’ Things 
Jay C Flippen 
(Three to fill) 
(18) 
Petleys 
Brady & Wells 
Trene Rich Co 
Freda & Palace 
Songs & Steps 
ST. PAUL 
Orpheum (25) 
Lime 3 
Adela Verne 





Eddie Pardo 
Beehee & Rubyaite 


Bob Hope 
Webb Entertainers 








Johannesburg, 


FISHER and GILMORE 


African Theatres, Ltd. 


South Africa 








OMAHA 
Orpheum (25) 
Carrie & Eddy 
Brems F & M Bros 
Mildred Hunt 
Flo Lewis 
(One to fill) 

(18) 
Marinelli Girls 
Goss & Barrows 
Pollack & Dunn 
Ward & Van 
Alphonse Berg 

OTTAWA 

Keith’s (25) 
Clifton & Partner 
Co-Eds 
Ates & Darling 
(Two to fill) 

(i8) 


The Skatells 
2 Blossoms 
Nathal 





Besser & Ba!lfour 


(One to fill) 
(13) 


The Grest Rollo 

Walter Dere Waal 

Vox & Walters 

4 Diamonds 

(One to fill) 
SYRACUSE 
Keith (25) 

Lamont 4 

Charm 4 

Rice & Werner 

Fred Lightner Co 

Siamese Twins 

(18) 

Maryland Colleg'ns 

Ryan & Noblette 

Tempest & S’nshine 

Jim McWilliams 

Rhythm & Taps 
TACOMA 

R-K-O-Pantages 
(25) 
| Pavley Oukrainsky 














We 
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VARIETY, 
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oa 





h & Fately 
wm & Joe Mandell 


_Owen McGivney 


he Wager 
5 (18) 
The Di Gatanos 
Powers & Jarrett 
Derickson & Brown 
stuart & Lash 
ven 
Cave ORONTO 
winesanene (25) 
Joe Thomas Saxotet 
Sydell & Spotty 
Roger Imhoff Co 
Sylvia Clarke 
lane = &cCc 
1 
Margie Clifton & P 
Cardini 
Viola Dana Co 
Chain & Conroy 
White & Manning 
TRENTON 
Capitol 
ist half (25-28) 
Chinese Whoopee 
(Others to fill) 
*qG half (22-24) 
4 Phillips 
Chas Messinger Co 
tilly Batchelor Co 
Raynor Lehr Co 
(One <* fill) 
ROY 
waasber"s 
ist half (25-28) 


* Peter 





Monde & Carmo 
Teller Sis= 
Ray & Nord 
Lovejoy Dancers 
(One to fill) 
VANCOUVER 
Orpheum (25) 
Lee Twins 
Medley & Dupree 
Snoozer Junior 
Jack Pepper 
(One to fill) 

(18) 
Alexander Girls 
Ken Christy Co 
Healy & Cross 
Block & Sully 
Howard's Ponies 

WHITE PLAINS 
Keith’s 
ist half (25-28) 
Band 
Peter Higgins 
(Three to fill) 
2d half (22-24) 
Ada Kaufman Girls 
Ernest Hiatt 
Hatt & Herman 
Patricola 
Higgins 
WINNIPEG 
Capitol (25) 
Great Rolle 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Vox & Walters 
4 Diamonds 
(One to fill) 











EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 


GARMENTS FOR GENTLEMEN 


EN ROCK 





9632 B'way. at 50th St., N. Y¥. City 





Frank Viola Co 
Rice & Werner 
Morton & Arbuckle 
Gene Rankin Bells 
(One to fill) 

2d half (29-31) 
4 Phillips 
Kraft & Lamont 
Any Family 
Norman Thomas 6 
(One to fill) 

2a half (22-24) 
Tom & Dolly Ward 
The Co-Eds 
Sid Lewis 
Liazeed Arabs 
(One to fill) 

UNION HILL 

Capitol 

ist half (25-28) 
Murand & Girton 
Grace Barry 
Adelaide Hall Co 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (29-31) 
Chevalier Bros 
Foley & Latour 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (22-24) 





(18) 
6 American Belf’ds 
Howard & Newton 
Teck Murdock Co 
Bill Robinson 
(One to fill) 
YONKERS 
Keith's 
Ist half (25-28) 
May Joyce & Boys 
Jackson & Lee 
The Cansinos 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (22-24) 
Miacahua 
Ruddell & Donegan 
Ed Sheriff Co 
Rae Samuels 
Joe Young Co 
YOUNGSTOWN 
Keith’s (25) 
Golf Fiends 
(Others to fill) 
(18) 
Harum Scarum 
Le Paul 
Jack Usher 
Marty May Co 
12 O'Clock Rev 





| Fanchon and Marco 





ATLANTA, GA. 
Fox (24) 
‘Up in the Air’ Idea 
Walter Nilsson 
Neil Castagneli 
Joan Knox 
Laddie La Monte 
BRIDGEP’RT, CT. 
Palace (24) 
‘Jazz Cinderella’ Id 
Mae Usher 
Roy Rogers 
Pauline Alpert 
James Gaylord 
Billy Randall 
Albert Hugo 
Adair & Stewart 
BUFFALO, N. Y. 
Lafayette (24) 
“Kisses” Idea 
J & J McKenna 
Will Cowan 
E Flat 4 
Helen Aubrey 
Mabel & Marcia 
Mitzi Mayfair 
‘Wallen & Barnes 
Dave Hacker 
DENVER, COL. 
Tabor Grand (28) 
“In Green” 
Moran & Weston 
Franklyn Record 
Way Watts & A 
Doris Nierly 
DETROIT, MICH. 
Fox (24) 
“Types” 
Eddie Lambert 
Trado 2 
Carlena Diamond 
Harold Stanton 
“RESNO 
Wilson 
Ist half (28-25) 
“Overtures” Idea 
Edison & Gregory 
Toots Novelle 
Harry Rapee 
Huff & Huff 
GREAT FALLS 
Grand (28) 
‘Black & Gold’ Idea 
4 Kemmys 
Arnold Grazer 
Maxine Hamilton 





Eddie Lewis 
Brown & Willa 
NEW HAVEN, CT. 
Palace (24) 
‘Scr’nland Melodies’ 
Karavaefft 
Lamberti 
David Reece 
Sherry Louise 
Franklin & Warner 
J & B Welling 
Lucille Iverson 
Averts & Lowry 


N’G’RA F’LS, N. Y. 
Strand 
ist half (24-26) 
“Drapes” Idea 
Frank Melino Co 
Jerome Mann 
Dorothy Kelly 


OAKLAND 
Fox (24) 

“International” Id 
Markell & Faun 
Federico Flores 
Mignon Laird 
Billy Carr 
Osaka Boys 


PASADENA 
Colorado (23) 
‘“Byes’’ Idea 
Wells & Winthrop 
6 Candrevas 
B & U Burofft 
PHIL’D’PHIA, 
Fox (24) 
‘Watermelon Blues’ 
Mammy & Picks 
Louise & Mitchell 
Ted Ledford 
Southern Steppers 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


Broadway (23) 
‘Carnival Russe’ Id 
Countess Sonia 
Alex Shere Bekefi 
Russian Surprise 3 
Sam Linfield Co 


SACRAMENTO 
Senator (24) 
“Hot Dominioes” 
Les Klicks 
Paul Mall 
Dexter Webb & D 


PA. 











OFFIC IAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. 


DR. JULIAN SIEGEL 


1560 BROADWAY 


Thts Week: Alice Fitzgerald, Norman Worth 





Lee Wilmot 
HARTFORD, CT. 
Capitol (24) 
“Hollywood Girls’ 

3 Gobs 
Chas Rozelle 
Lorris & Fermine 
Miles & Perlee 
John Vale 
HOLLYWOOD 
Exyptian (23) 
“Ivory” Idea 
4 High Hatters 
Hy Meyer 
Goetz & Duffy 
Betty Lou Webb 
LeVine & Reicard 
LONG BEACH 
West Coast (24) 
“Manila Bound” 
i & F Seamon 
Romero Family 
Stella Royal 
LOS ANGELES 
Loew's State (23) 
“Trees” Idea 
Shapiro &. O’ Malley 
Nayon's.Birds 
Keo Toki & Yoki 
MILW’KEE, WIS. 
w isconsin (24) 
“Art in Taps” 
Myrtle Gordon 
Rodney & Gould 
Al & Hal 
Johnny Plank 
Jeanne McDonald 





SALEM, ORE, 
Elsinore (25) 
“Uniforms” Idea 
Armand & Perez 
Ruth Hamilton 
Joy Brothers 
Shore & Moore 
SAN DIEGO 
Fox (23) 
“Peasant” Idea 
Diehl] Sisters 
General Ed Lavine 
June Worth 
Bernice Agival 
Belcher Dancers 
SAN FRANCISCO 
Fox (24) 
“Desert’’ Idea 
Ed & Morton Beck 
Muriel Stryker 
Cropley & Violet 
Manuel Lopez 
Carla Torney Giris 
SAN JOSE 
California 
24 half (26-29) 
“Overtures” 
Edison & Gregory 
Toots Nevelle 
Harry Rapee 
Huff & Huff 
SEATTLE, WASH. 
Fifth Ave. (23) 
‘Let's Pretend’ Idea 
Tillyou & Rogers 
Florence Forman 
Ed Cheney 








Rita Lane 


“Gobs of Joy’ Idea 
Pat West 
Bailey & Barnum 
Cook Sis 
B & E Lewis 
Moore & Moore 
Jones & Howett 
Scotty Weston 
Coley 
Loma Ruth 
Dolly Kramer 
Johnny Ashford 
Wanda Allen 
Henry Aguirre 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 
fox (24) 
"Baby Songs’ Idea 
Penny Pennington 
Rose Valyda 
Pearl Hoff 
Alene & Evans 
TULSA, OKLA, 
Orpheum (24) 
“Speed” Idea 
Black Cat 4 
Norris’s Greyh'unds 
Parker & Mack 





Helen Burke 


UTICA, N. ¥. 
Gayety (27) 
“Drapes” 
Frank Melino Co 
Jerome Mann 
Dorothy Kelly 
W’SHINGT'N, D.C. 
Fox (24) 
‘Sweet Cookies’ Id 
Eva Mandel 
Jones & Hull 
Roy Loomis 
Bobbe Thompson 


WATERB’RY, CT. 
Palace (24) 

“Gardens” 

Slate Bros 

Maffa & Mae 

Vina Zolle 

Cliff Nazarro 

W’RC’ST’R, MASS. 
Palace (24) 

“Columns” Idea 

Rome & Gaut 

Niles Marsh 

Billy Rolls 

Maxine Evelyn 

Dorothy Henley 








Association 








C’D’R R’PIDS, IA. 
Iowa 
Ist half (26-28) 
Aenape od & Van 
Princéton & Renee 
Dillon & Parker 
(One to fill) 
2d half (29-1) 
Sawyer & Eddy 
Tex McLeod 
Paul Yocan Danc’rs 
Freda & Palace 
CHAMPAIGN, ILL. 
Orpheum 
Ist half (24-26) 
Cowboy Revels 
Talent & Merit 
(One to fill) 
DAVENPORT, IA. 


Ist half (26-28) 
Rose’s Midgets 
(Two to fijl) 

2d half (29-1) 
Fauntleroy & Van 
Francis Renault 
(One to fill) 

DES MOINES, IA. 

Orpheum (19) 
Joe Christy Co 
Corey & Mann 
(One to fill) 
DETROIT, MICH. 

Hollywood 

ist half (26-29) 
Miller & Wilson 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (30-1) 
3 Jests 
O’Neil & Manners 
(One to fill) 
EV’NSVILLE, IND. 

(30-1) 


Victory 
2d half 
Little Pipifax Co 
Bristol & Bell 
Senna & Dean 
Harmonica Bd 
(One to fill) 
FT. WAYNE, IND. 
Palace 
ist half (2 
Marcus U 
(Others to fill) 
2d half (29-1) 
Sallardo 3 
Eddie Dale Co 
(Three to fill) 
GD RAPIDS, IA. 
Keith’s 
Ist half (26-29) 
O’Neil & Manners 
Harry Girard Co 
Tucker & Smith 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (30-1) 
Pat Daly Co 
(Others te fill) 
GR’N BAY, WIS. 
Auditorium 
lst half (25-26) 
3 Browns 
Herbert G &V 
(Three to fill) 
IND’POLIS, IND. 
Lyric (25) 
Jack Hanley 
Sargent & Cammie 
4 Camerons 
Duncan's Collies 
(One to fill) 
LINCOLN, NEB. 
Stuart (27) 
Claudia Coleman 
5 Honey Boys 
(One to fill) 
LONDON, | CAN. 


w’'s 
Ist half (27-29) 
The Pickfords 
Morgan & Sheldon 
Ida Mae Sparrow 
2d half (30-1) 
Honter Romaine 


6-28) 








Joe Freed Co 
MADISON, WIS. 
Orpheum 
Ist half (26-28) 

Mascagno 4 
Harry Hines 
Jimmy Allard Co 
2a half (29-1) 
Max & Gang 
Rita Burgess Gould 
(One to fill) 
MEMPHIS, TENN. 
Orpheum (25) 
Grauman Hess & V 
Frances Kennedy 
(Three to fill) 
MILW’UKEE, WIS. 
Riverside (25) 
Edith Griffith Co 
Victor Oliver Co 
Russian Art Circus 
(Two to fill) 
MIN’POLIS, MINN. 
Sevent St. (19) 
Pickard Seal 
Intern'l Rhythm 
Geo Broadhurst Co 
Broadus Erle 
(One to fill) 
N’SHVILLE, T’NN. 
Princess (25) 
Radio Jacks & Qu’n 
Swor & Goode 
Theo Stepanoff Co 
Whiteh’d & Alver’z 
(One to fill) 
ROCKFORD, ILL. 
Palace 
ist half (26-28) 
Max & Gang 
Freda & Palace 
Spirit of Minstrelsy 
(Two to fill) 
2d half. (29-1) 
O'Connor Family 
Jimmy Allard Co 
Rexola Bros 
(Two to fill) 
SHEB’YGAN, WIS. 
Sheboygan 
ist half (25-27) 
Mildred Andre Co 
Pat Daly Co 
Wylie & Young 
Manning & Class 
(One to fill) 
SIOUX CITY, IA, 
Orpheum 
Ist half (25-27), 
Jack Birchley 
Seuth & West 
Palm Beach Girls 
Francis Renault 
Sawyer « Eddy 
SO BEND, IND. 
Palace 
ist half (26-28) 
O'Connor Family 
Tex McLeod 
Paul Yocan Danc’rs 
(Two to fill) 
2d half (29-1) 
Spirit of Minstrelsy 
(Others to fill) 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 


Grand 

ist half (25-28) 
Worth-Marks Co 
Andrew Andy 
Anderson's Har Bd 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (29-31) 
Radiology 
Gibbs 2 
(Three to fill) 
WINDSOR, CAN. 

tol 


a 

ist half (27-29) 
Homer Romaine 
Wilton & Murphy 
Joe Freed Co 

2a half (30-1) 
The Pickfords 
Morgan & Sheldon 














Wilton & Murphy Ida Mae Sparrow 
ATLANTA Lee Gail Ensemble 


Keith’s (26) 
Saxon Reed & K 
Parker Babb Co 
Pressler & Klaiss 
Princess Pat 
(Ont mM INGH AM 

G 
ute (26) 


Permaine & Shelley 


Val Harris Co 
Margaret Morrell 
Tom Davies 3 
(One to fill) 
OHARLOTTE 
Orpheum 
2a half (28-30) 
Honey Family 
Angus & Searle 
Frank Devoe 
(Two to fill) 
DALLAS, TEX. 
Majestic (23) 
Carr Lynn 
Wheeler & Morton 
Texas Comedy 4 
Stop Look & Listen 
(One to filly 
FT. WORTH, TEX. 
Majestic (23) 
Ray Huling & Sea! 
Britt Wood 





(Two to fill) 
HOUSTON, TEX. 
Majestic (23) 

Yacopi Tr 
Kerr & Ensign 
Al K Hall 
(Two to fill) 
MIAMI, OKLA, 
Majestic (23) 
Palls Reading & B 
Loma Worth 
Herb Williams Co 
(Two to fill) 
NEW ORLEANS 
Orpheum (25) 
Lottie Atherton 
Lamarr & Boice 
Lytel & Fant 
McLallen & Sarah 
Max Fink’s Orch 
OKLAHOMA CITY 
Orpheum (23) 
3 Lordens 
Peggy Eames 
Wm Desmond 
Tommy pPnah'n Co 
(One to fill) 
SAN ANTONIO 


Bernt 
(Others to fill) 








Great States 








JOLIET, ILL. 
Rialte 


ist haif (27-29) 
Rose’s Midgets 
(Two to fill) 

2d half (30-1) 
Harry Girard Ens 
Barton & Young 
(One to fill) 





PRORIA, ILL, 
Palace 

ist half _ 28) 
| Mascagno 
| Shapiro & O° Malley 
Santo-Butler Gang 

2d half (29-1) 
Francis Renault 


| Nutty Club 
} ¢One to fill) 


WAUKEGAN, ILL. | (One to fill) 
Genesee 2a half (30-1) 
lst half (26-29) Shapiro & O'Malley 
The Orantos Dancing Cadets 


Harry Girard Ens! (One to fill) 


Butterfield 


LANSING, MICH. 
St d 


ran 
ist half (26-29) 
Libonati 
Jack McBride Co 











Ledova 

2d half (30-1) 
Lohse & Sterling 
Tucker & Smith 
Harry Girard Ens 


Cabarets 











Gallant’e Tira Kewin 

1B & M Johnston Marie Regan 

| Elinor Kerr Joey Chance Bd 

| Cardell Twins Les Ambassedeurs 

| Harry Stockwell Clayton, Jackson, 
Hale Beyer Orch Durante & Bd 


Frankie McCoy 
Oakland’s Terrace 
Buddy Kennedy 


Casanova 
Ruth Etting 
Ramon & Rosita 
H Rosenthal Bd 

Club Lido 
Libby Holman 
Moss & Fontana 
Bobby Brook Bd 

Chateau Madrid 
Al Shayne 


Helen Seville 
Ada Winston 
Peggy Bolton 
Kay Green 
Joe Storacy 
Rosalie Wynne 


Pat Harrington Dot Crowley 

jeorgia Paine Shirley La Mar 

Anthony Trini Bd Loretta Flushing 
Mildred Lorraine 


Richman ‘ 
“ we Landau’s Bd 





). ) ey 
edhe — i Paramount Hotel 
Connie Clayton DuVal 4 
Abe Lymé Bd Roy Ingraham Ba 
Ha t an Plantation Club 

Cc are s Inn Eddie Rector 
Swan & Lee Eddie Greene 

Josephine Hall 
s Rich’ son . 

zeamp som oe Alma Smith 


Leonard Harper Rv 
Le Roy Smith Bd 


Cotton Club 


Mekka Shaw 
Joseph Attles 


Pete & Peaches 
Dan Healy Rev Lackwood Lewis’ 
Leitha Hill te 
Daly & Carter Silver Slipper 
Henry Wessels Dolores Farris 
Mordecai Beth Miller 


Wells & Taylor 
Mildred Dixon 
Madeline Belt 
Johnson's Jubilee 


Vivian Hall 
Blanche & Elliott 
Ruby Shaw 
Earnest Charles 


Singers Small & Lewis 
Washboard Serena- Ford & Truly 

ders Jimmy Carr Bd 
Cora La Redd Village Nut Club 
Duke Ellington Ba Louie Dolgoff 


La Belle Rose 
Hauser Bros 
Albert 

Jack Bloom 
Bob McDonald 
| Gabriel 


CHICAGO 


Buddy Howe 
Louis Sales Bd 
Garden Allah 
Casties 
Eddie Clifford 
Cecil Lehman 
Babe Payne 
Lew Lewis Bd 
Golden Pumpkin 
Benny Strong 
M Sherman Bd 
Green Mill 
T Guinan & Gang 
My Cellar 
Charlie Rose 
Joe Monnone Bd 
Petrushka 
George Nelidofft 
Claude Avrey 


Everglades 
Le Roy Prinz Rev 
Eddie Davis 
Fawn & Jordan 
McCunn Sis 
Keith Rayne 








Alabam 

Earl Tucker 
Kal Al Hui 3 
Dale Dyer 
Bernie Adler 
Eddie Jackson Bd 

Ambassadeurs 
Esther Durnell 
Thelma Villard 
Louis Stover 
Isabelle Gerhardt 
Jimmy Noone Ba 

Beau Monde 
Joe Lewis 
Lillian Barnes 
Jean Gail 
Natale & Darnale 
Sol Wagner Bad 

Black Hawk 
Coon-Sanders Bd 


Cinderella Inna Miraeva 
Hank Liskin Bd A Arafeloft 
Coffee Dan M Marusina 


Geo Stcherban Or 
Stables 

Singing Waiters 

Johnny Dodds Bd 


Frank Shaw 

Johnny Tebin Ba 
College Inn 

Lloyd Huntley Bd 


Colosimo Terrace Garden 
James Meo Bd Dusty Rhodes Bd 
Snyder & Walton Triangle 


Rose Lane 
Jean Jordon 
Angelo De Soto 
Cotton Club 
Lucino Venable 


Ray "Reynolds 

Jimmy Green Bd 
Turkish Village 

Freddie & His 


Mal Alix Parodian Bd 
Walter Barnes Bd Uptown Village 
Frolics Eddie Varzoo Bd 


Jack Waldron 
Geo. McQueen 
Miss Harriett 
Edith Murray 
Loomis Twins 


Varsity 
Al Handler Bd 
Vanity Fair 
Rick & Snyder 
Keith Bucher’s Hd 


Mutual Wheel 


(Weeks of Jan. 20 and 27) 

Bare Facts—Fox, Jamaica, N. Y.; 
& S. Apollo, N. Y. C. 

Best Show in 1 Pamala 
27, Irving Place, N. Y. 

Big Revue—lIrving Pace, Nn; -%, Gs BH, 
Empire, Newark. 

Bohemians — Gayety, 
Springfield. 

Bowery Burlesquers—Gayety, Detroit; 27, 
Empire, Toledo. 

Broadway Scandals—Empire, Newark; 27, 
Orpheum, Paterson. 











27, H. 


Astoria; 


Boston; 27, State, 


g, Bartonene Revue — Gayety, Buffalo; 27, 
se 

Cracker Jacks—Plaza, Worcester; 27, Gay- 
ety, Boston. 


Dainty Dolis—L. O.;. 27, Casino, Boston. 

Dimpled Darlings — Academy, Pittsburgh; 
27. Lyceum, Columbus. 

Flapper Follies—Empress, Cincinnati; 27, 
Gayety, Louisville. 

French Models—Star, 27, Co- 
lumbia, N. Y. C. 

Frivolities—Casino, Boston; 27, Trocadero, 
Philadelphia. 

yet Hot—H. & 8S. Apollo, N. Y. C.; 27, 
Steinway, Astoria. 

Ginger Girls — Columbia, Cleveland; 27, 
Gayety, Buffalo. 

Girls from the Follies—Gayety, Brooklyn; 
27, Colonial, Utica. 


Brooklyn; 


Girls from Happyland—Gayety, Washing- 
ton; 27, Academy, Pittsburgh. 
Girls in Blue—Columbia, N. Y. C.; 27-29, 


Wedgeway; 30-1, Schenectady. 
Hello Paree— Modern, Providence; 27, 


Gayety, Scranton. 

High Flyers—Hudson, Union City; 27, 
Gayety, Brooklyn. 

Hindu Belles—L. O.; 27, Howard, Boston. 

Jazztime Revue—Gayety, Milwaukee; 27, 
Empress, Chicago. 

Kuddling Kuties— Howard, Boston; 27, 
Modern, Providence. 

Laffin’ Thru—Grand, Hartford; 27, Lyric, 
Bridgeport. 

Mischief Makers—20-22, Lyric, Allentown; 
23-25, Orpheum, Reading; 27, Star, Brook- 
lyn 

Moonlight Maiée--Laria, Bridgeport; 27, 
Fox, Jamaica, 
he woge FP Pe St. Loule; 27, 

c 
Naughty Nifties — Empire, Toledo; 27, 





i Ni te Club Girle—Colonial, Utica; 27, L. O. 


} 





| lect, 


idebts are 
Will Oakland’s Rev | 
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ejected 
| over 





| HOTELS ON THE CUFF 


(Continued from page 1) 





NS 


lose money actually laid out for} 
them, besides carrying their rent on | 
the books. 


A lot of ’em would be surprised 
to know, he asserts, how many of 
the befriended actors forget to pay 
the trusting hotels. On their next 
trip to town they stop at another 
hotel and when passing the place 
they are indebted to walk on the 
other side of the street, stated “the 
actors’ best friend.” One formerly 
mixed comedy team was 
from a large hotel last week 
a bill of $1,200. Few managers 
permit guests to get-.in that far, 
however. 





Eviction as Help 
Holding b 
only 


aggage is the hotels 
tside of 
but only a small 


available 


means ou court to col- 
percentage ol 
that way. The 
managers state, from experience, 
that small time vaudeville acts are 
the worst offenders. Hundreds se- 
cure only enough work to exist, 
with their existences not including 
room rent. 


One proprietor claims he really 
helped two of his guests by order- | 
ing them out. Both were unable! 
to secure suitable lodgings else- | 
where for promises, he claims, and | 
were forced to leave show business 
and take jobs in commercial lines. 

The hotel managers say they will 
be extremely lucky if collecting 


10% of the estimated $500,000. In 
fact they'll settle for five. 


News of the Dai lies 


(Continued from page 38) 
disfavor 








of stage and screen cen- 
sure in a statement to the press, 
arising out of recent closings of 
“honky tonk” shows on Main street, 
Wm. Desmond Taylor 
ease has been shoved back 





murder 
to the 


police archives again. Story of 
Otis Hefner, former convict who 
volunteered info about the case, 


found to be of no importance. 





Dorothy 
winner and 


Slatin, beaut contest 
a former Miss Minne- 


sota, filed new charges in her di- 
vorce action against David D. 
Slatin, wealthy broker. Among 


hubby tossed her from bed, 
their young son to call her 
bell,” besides once smacking her 
with a dish towel. Slatin’s cross- 
complaint names. Basil Madero, film 
actor, as co-respondent. 


CHICAGO 


Bertha Johnek, 30, was shot in a 
dressing room under the stage at 
the Lincoln Hippodrome last week 
by Theodore Neumann, assistant 
manager of the theatre, 


taught 
“dumb- 





Hearings for 61 nite spots will be 
held next week. Include’ such 
places as Beau Monde, Chinese Gar- 
dens and Kelly’s Stables. Club 
Royale is out of the case by having 
shut down of its own accord. 


Missing for two days, Robert J. 
Gunning, real estate man, was found 
at closing time at the Chelton the- 
atre. He refused to leave, and cops 
were called to get him out. He was 
turned over to his relatives. 


Chi’s oldest taxi dance joint, Em- | 
pire Dancing Academy, has been 
closed by the cops, who said that the 
gals “swayed their abdominal reg- 
ions immorally,” and that the place 
was a meeting place for immoral 
purposes. 


Local police are more particular 
about their lifuor than millionaires. 
Two bluecoats nabbed the steward 
of the exclusive Saddle and Cycle 
club as he was unloading a case of 
near Scotch at the club. They 
promised release if it were good 
beverage, but after taking a sample, 
and nearly choking, hauled him to 
the hoosegow. 





Mrs. Alfreda Kaley has obtained 
an order for the arrest of Charles 
Kaley, orchestra leader, for his 
failure to pay $1,250, allegedly due 
her in back alimony. 





Parisian Flappers—Gayety, Baltimore; 27, 
Gayety, Washington. 

Pretty Babies—Gayety, Louisville; 27, Mu- 
tual, Indianapolls. 


} bling 


| boats are 


| 
| number 
| children here 


| 


| read 
other items Mrs. Slatin complained | 








Puss Puss—Lyceum, Columbus; 27, Lyric, 
Dayton. 

Record Breakers—Trocadero, 
27, Gayety, Baltimore. 

Social Maids—Empress, Chicago; 27, Gay- 
ety, Detroit. 


Philadelphia; 





Speed Girls—Lyric, Dayton; 27, 
Cincinnati 

Sporty Widows — State, 
Grand, Hartford. 

Step Lively Girls—Orpheum, 
Hudson, Union City. 


Empress, 


Springfield; 27, 
Paterson; 27, 


Steppe Show—Mutyal, Indlanapolls; 27, 
Garrick, St. Louis 

Sugar Babies — Gayety. Scranton: 27-29, | 
Lyric, Allentown; 30-1, Orpheum, Reading | 


Take a Chance- 


New Empire, 
Plaza, Worcester. 


Albany; 27, 


Tempters—20-22, Wedgeway: 23-25, Sche- | 
nectady; 27. New Empire, Albany 
Watson Show-—L. O.; 27, Columbia, Cleve- 


} 
| 

land. } 
Wine, Woman and Sone—Cayety, Kansas | 


City; 27, Gayety, Milwaukee, 


| Durant (va 


iN. ¥., 


FLORIDA TO TO RECOUP 


(Continued from page 1) 


“cheap,” “lousy,” and other 
such epithets at the husband. He 
finally wound up about $8,000 loser 
and they went downstairs fighting 
on each flight. 

Mostly Women 


One night in one of the exclusive 
casinos connected with a class night 
club, 32 women were counted play- 
ing roulette in evening gowns, and 
only 12 men. One woman lost $30,- 
000 on one turn of the with- 
out batting a lash. 

At the Mandell-Quintero fight 
there were but 11,000 customers in 
a 20,000 capacity arean. Of the 11l,- 
000 nearly all were “the boys.” 

A survey of the docks brought 
information that only 4% of the 
usual number of millionaires are 
aboard this winter, although the 
docked. The Royal Palm 
docks are loaded to capacity with 
95 cruisers; Municipal nearly the 
same: Fischer dock, 50, and Fla- 
mingo, 18, the two latter in Miami 
Beach. The big shots won't be 
around until February, according to 
the know-it-alls. 


‘Chicken-feed Gambling 

Slot machines, punch boards and 
all the. various other kinds of 
chicken-feed gambling devices oute 
the palm trees. Even the 
have the craze. Give 
a kid a nickel and instead of candy 
he'll punch the first board in the 
nearest store. All the hotel lobbies 
have golf games and quarter ma- 
chines, sometimes as many as 20 
men and women grouped around 
feeding them coins, 

Scores of little emporiums for 
playing Radio, a corn game, dot 
every business center. Around First 
Street is a regular carnival of coh- 
cessions where one might win any- 
thing from groceries to a hydro« 
plane. Even the newspapers. are 
offering prizes, knowing the gam« 


wheel 


bling fever is bound to boost circus, 


lation. 

Taking the form of a gamble is 
the jacking-up of prices for rooms, 
apartments and wares along the 
beaches. Miami Beach, in a swell 
effort to tone up, elevated every< 
thing to the skies. So far the card# 
disaster. The visitors won’t 
Day. 

Progressive Rents 

One fellow who takes two apart« 
ments every year, one for himself 
and one for his brother's family, 
was asked $620 a month for the 
apartment he had used for the past 
five years. He had it for $120 the 
year of the boom, $280 the next, and 
$420 the next. This year. he hag 
been obliged to take a large hotel 
room at $1,000 for the season, his 
brother likewise taking one. They 
Say they'll not have to stay in the 
hotel more than two more weeks, 
for this section can’t hold out much 
longer despite the front being made, 

Dog racing is extremely popular, 
with the Biscayne and Beach races 
well attended. Opening of Hialeah 
race track yesterday in the heaviest 
tain in the past two weeks failed 
to detract from the pup sprints, 
Bad weather hit turf attendance, 
however. Greatest racing stables 
represented for the 45 days 
scheduled. Notably absent was 
Harry Payne Whitney, who had 
been announced as sending a string 
here. Overabundance of horses on 
the grounds points to highly com« 
petitive season. 


Judgments 


Black Sodartar Dien Taxi Cores State 
Indus. Comm’r.; $76.67. 

Home Taxi Corp. and Henry As 
Corey; M. Levine; $2,649.04. 

Rex Hedwig Laboratories, Incg 
Aetna Finance Corp.; $142.20. 

European Phoenix Features Corp. 
and Montifiore Kahn; Solomon 
Fillin; $3,059.61. 

Ramona Theatre Corp.; Robert 
Morgan Organ Co.; $6,971.67. 

Lillian Lorraine; Rothmer Mortsa 
gage Corp.; $1,750.64. 


BIRTHS 


and Mrs. 








Mr. 
in Los “Ane 
geles, Jan. 10. Father is assistant 
publicity director, Grauman’s 
Chinese theatre. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wally Schooler, @ 
daughter, in Los Angeles, Jan. 10, 
Father is press agent with “Rogue 
Show” at Chinese theatre, L. A. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Mitchell, @ 
daughter, in Park West hospital 
N. Y., Jan, 18. Mother is Jand 
Mitchell. Father is of Mitchell and 
ude). 
Mr. and Mrs. Al Curtis, a son, tg 
Jan. 20. Mother is 6f Dung 
Sisters (waude). Father is pianist 
at 58th Street theatre, N. Y. 
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Wallace Wyman? 
| Schooler, a daughter, 
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TIMES SQUARE—SPORTS 
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Broadway Chatter 





J. J. Murdock has opened offices 
at 1,600 Broadway. 

Harry Klemfuss in charge of 
Publicity for the Hotel New Yorker. 


“Edited Haberdashery” is the 
mame of a store on Fifth ave. 
Wanda Stevenson’s going for 
voice culture. 
Lew Brown 
overcoats. 
Vaude headliner who made one} 
short now bills himself “in person.” | 
Jack Buchanan and Clifton Webb 


has 10. belt-back 





ate ’possum with Billy Pierce. 
Actors still find the Bond build- | 
ing elevators as hard to crash as a 
full week. 
John Golden ducked to Florida for 
possibly eight weeks, perhaps, 
maybe. 
Joe Glick, who will handle the 


Friars Frolic at Miami, goes south 
this week. 

Charlie Pettijohn, Hays’ chief 
lawyer, is back at his desk after 
several days with a bad tummy. 

Henry Vannacelli, piano thumper 


with “Top Speed” orchestra, says 
pit boys with a yen for talking 
shop after hours are seagulls, 

Tom Burke, who exited as man- 
ager of the Royale when Shuberts 
took it over, running Sroadway 
ticket agency in Hotel Piccadilly. 


Irving Strous told the U. of Penn 
Club in New York how to be a suc- 
cessful p. a. Named himself as an 
example. 

Mrs. John C. Flinn, wife of: the 
Pathe executive, is associated with 
the Jay-Thorpe store as a shopping 
advisor to show people. 

Phil Spitalny, Guy Lombardo and 





Bernie Cummins all come from 
Ohio—home state of Presidents and 
orchestra leaders. 

Mal Hallett’s fleet of 7 Chryslers 
made the 3,000 hop for their Cali- 
fornia opening at the Cocoanut 


Grove, L. A., in seven days. 
Every morning an empty milk 
bcttle stands outside the door of 


the R-K-O Construction and Main- 
tence department. Maybe the same 
one. 


Harry Kaplowitz and Henry Res- 
ton, two boys who have taken or- 
ders (cut and mat) from the trade 
since filmdom_ started, are now 
partners operating their own shop. 

Sam Lewis is writing a standing- 
still-moving picture for Harry 
Rose, in which Rose plays three 
characters, father, mother and 
child. 


Moe vice Hafry Rosenthal and 
band opened at the Casanova Mon- 
day when the club resurfied. Jack 
3uchanan and Jessie Matthews the 
attractions. 


At one of the most profitable no 
cover places on the Main Stem you 
can get a companion to sit in with 
your party if you don’t ask too 


loudly for the privilege. 

Eddie Cantor admits that if the 
market does it again he'll go to 
Paris and be the only Hebe Gigolo. 
He’s also concerned about the 
kosher restaurant situation there. 

Note in last week’s Chatter re- 
called that George Bancroft, now 
a powerful picture star, was once 
half of a vaude team known as 
Bancroft and Broskie. Everything 
okay excepting that it was a man 
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2ND YEAR IN 
NEW YORK CITY 


STREET SCENE 


has moved 
from the PLAYHOUSE 
TO ANOTHER THEATRE 
For further information 
see daily papers 


Mats. Wed. and Sat. 2:3 


GRACE GEORGE 


the St. John Ervine comedy 


“FIRST MRS. FRASER” 


with A. BE. Matthews 
and Lawrence Gyossmith 


PLAYHOUSE 48th St., E. of B’way. Eves. 
8:40, Mts. Wed. & Sat., 2:30 
Extra Matinees on Thursdays, 
Jan, 23, 30, Feb. 6, 13, 20, 27 


Eves. 8:40, 








Kenneth MacGowan and Joseph Werner 
Reed present 


BASIL SYDNEY and 
MARY ELLIS in 


CHILDREN OF DARKNESS 


Justus sr" | 
BILTMORE?! 8: 5:46, its. wed. % Bat, 10 
BELASCOSpes sii. ata Sinus 2:40 
DAVID BELASCO Presents 
9 . 7 
It's a Wise Child 


A New Comedy by Laurence E. Johnson 











AVON Thes..W.45th St. | Dir. A.L. Erlanger | 
Eves.3:50. Mats,.Wed.,Thurs.& Sat. 
BROCK PEMBERTON Presents 


Strictly 
Dishonorable 


Comedy Hit by Preston Sturges 
Staged by Antoinette Perry & Mr. Pemberton 











The HIT of HITS Enters a 
2nd Week at Strand Prices 


HOW of SHOWS 


Another Warner Bros. and 
Vitaphone Sensation 
All Seats Warner 


oh" 35¢\NreaND 














De ant —? yo 
DUNCAN SISTERS « 
IT’S A GREAT LIFE 


50th St. & 7th Ave. Dir. 
8S. Lb. Rothafel (ROA, 
All Talking, Singing, Dancing 
Musical Comedy Movietone 
Presented by William Fox 
With JANET GAYNOR 
d CHARLES FARRELL 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
The Roilicking Musical Comedy. Riot 
Stage Show—Caligary Bros. 


“SUNNY SIDE UP” 
Y Brilliant Stage Program. Midnite Shows 
Bunciuk, ch. 








APITOL =. 
RKO Lets Go 
January “Good Times” Jubilee 
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PALACE "i 


CLAYTON JACKSON DURANTE 
Odette Myrtil, Waite Hoyt & J. Fred Coots 
All Stars—RBanner Show of Season 


RIVERSIDE®'253" 
qe40 


Wednesday to Friday, Jan. 22 to 24 


LINA BASQUEETE 


in Person; Others 


On on Screen: JIMMY nuescy. e 
ea, Pronk Orth, Clyde Doer & 








A THEATRE GUILD PRODUCTION 


METEOR 


By S. N. BEHRMAN 


Thea., 62d St., W. of B’way 
GUILD Eve. 8:60, MtsThure. Sat.,2:40 








2 WARNER BROS. 1? 
VITAPHONE HITS* 


JOHN 


BARRYMORE 


In His First Talking Picture 


“GENERAL CRACK” 


Warner Bros. Thea. | Daily, 2:45, 8:45 
B’way & 52d St. Sun., 3, 6, 8:45 


~~ GEORGE ARLISS 
“DISRAELI” 


fm % Theatre | Daily, 2:45, 8:45 
’way & 47th St.| Sun., 3, 6, 8:45 
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Wednesday to Friday, Jan. 22 to 24 


BILLY HOUSE & CO. 
bee oP MAY and Other Acts 


A. ‘SSHANNONS OF B’WAY’ 


__ with MR. and MRS. JAMES GLEASON 


niciits BEST = 


Wednesday to Friday, Jan. 22 te 24 


IRENE BORDONI ;.",, 
All Tk ‘SHANNONS OF B’WAY’ 


with MR. and MRS. JAMES GLEASON 








Mrs. Anna Lipman, of Freeport, 
L. I., was installed as Grand Matron 
of the Eastern Star, Garden City 
branch, last week. Then Anna's 
husband took her to Florida to re- 
cover. Inte. -st lies in the fact that 
some years ago the same Anna 
(Kelly) was in the show business— 
burlesque—and very good too. 








Personality Test 





A New York store is bossed 
by Mme, Sunshine, milliner. 

The Mme. will not sell a hat 
to anyone unless she likes the 
customer's face, 











and woman singing act and not a 
two-man talking act as the note 


stated, and the team’s regular sal- 
ary was around $300 instead of 
$175. sancroft appeared with 


Octavia Broskie for some while be- 


fore he got billing. 
Walter Winchell begs for gags 
via telegram now. One S. O. S. 


for the Monday column announced 
that he was dead and memorial 
cages from friends would he appre- 
ciated. 

3asil Gerson, the maitre-d’hotel- 
caterer-restaurateur, accommodated 
a regular customer when he re- 
moved from his wall the name of 
Bill Kent, replacing it with Charlie 
Morrison. 


Edgar Selwyn barred Walter 
Winchell for taunting him about 
George Jean Nathan, previously 


With Winchell on 
Edgar si reinstated 


Selwyn-barred. 
the blacklist, 
Nathan. 


Chatter in Loop 





Harry Minturn returned from 
Florida, 

Ralph Kettering is chauffeured 
four blocks to his gymnasium, 


where he is seeking a new low. 

Lee Shubert in town for the open- 
ing of “Nina Rosa,” leaving the 
next morning. 

Maurice Chartier has gone to 


Universal City, -he says to join 
Whiteman. 
“Smitty” Smith, supervisor of the 


Publix Minneapolis district, saw the 
loop and heard no bombs. 

Frank Bering, manager of the 
Sherman, waiting in front of his 
hotel in the cold trying to get a 
taxi. 

Dusty Rhodes has left Ted Fio- 
rita and is taking his own band 
into the Terrace Garden at the Mor- 
rison. 

Sign in front of “Bull” Montana's 
training gym advertises him not 
as a wrestler but as a “Hollywood 
star.” 

All Music Row dined at Coffee 
Dan’s in a farewell party for Rocco 
Vocco, No song plugging, abso- 
lutely. 

Police Commissioner (hon.) and 
Fire Commissioner (hon.) L, M. 
Rubens home again in Joliet, IIL, 
after a voyage to the Orient with 
his daughters. 

Exhibitors have been invited by 
Universal to‘lunch with the ex- 
change staff when M. Van Praag, 
U’s general sales manager, arrives 
for a conference, 

Frank Dare has been out of town 
two weeks now recuperating from 
something. Frank Hopper answer- 
ing the Equity phone in the inter- 
val. 

Broke at 70, an Oklahor a man 
found out how to make beer. He 
charges $25 per batch, has 700 cus- 
tomers and is now staking the rela- 
tives who staked him. 

Gailr Borden, dram crit for the 
“Times” tab, is exhibiting scratched 
hands. Affectionate marks from two 
Siamese kittens given him by 
Ethel Barrymore before she adieued 
from the Loop. 

“Street Scene” has had five dogs 
since the opening. Two died of 
distemper before John Gorman 
bought one in a hurry for $29, only 
to have it stolen. Now have a yel- 
low cur which seems healthy and 
contented, 

Thermometer was minus 20 at 
2 a.m. when Barney Deane hoofer- 
about- town voluntered to call 
taxis for the party. ‘No’ cabs’ 
came the answer over the wire. 
“Well pencil a couple in, then, lady; 
we gotta have two.” 


Shires-Criss in Chi 


Chicago, Jan. 21. 

Art Shires, regardless of what 
baseball says, will fight Battling 
Criss at the Chi Stadium Jan. 24. 
Criss is the man Shires had trouble 
with at Detroit. 

Stadium is paying $35,000 for two 
bouts by Shires. 


“SPEC” CHARGE DISMISSED 


Nat Marks, 48, clerk, was acquit- 
ted by the Justices of Sp-.vial Ses- 
sions of a ticket speculation charge. 

Marks was arrested Dec, 27 by 
officers attached to the Third Divi- 
sion, who charged offering seats to 
“Scandals” in front of the Apollo 

















theatre at a prohibitive price. 





Saw 


Chatter From Florida — 


By Wallace Sullivan 
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BERG OVERLOOKS DOPE 
BY HASHING CANZONERI 


British Boy Is New Light- 
weight Contender—3 to 1 
Money Badly Fooled 


By JACK PULASKI 

Jack Kid Berg, the English bat- 
tler-boxer, gave Tony Canzoneri of 
Brooklyn one of the toughest eve- 
nings in the game little wop’s fistic 
career last Friday night at the Gar- 
den. It was tough, too, on the 
Brotherhood of Gate-Crashers, be- 
cause the house was capacity. 

Canzoneri was favored to cop 
easily. Betting odds went to three 
to one and were reported even high- 
er. The bout was a rare upset. 


3erg’s decisive win makes the 
lightweight championship field 
somewhat complicated. Al]. Singer 


and Canzoneri were figured the two 
best men for a shot at Sammy Man- 
dell, with, of course, Kid Chocolate 
distinctly in if he chooses to fight 
for the 135-pound title. Berg sailed 
back to London after the match, a 
happy bey who will be coming back 
soon and asking for a title bout. 

The limey came here virtually un- 
known. One exhibition at the Gar- 
den was enough to rematch him 
shortly afterward in a main event. 
His tireless_arm action attracted at- 
tention, and his willingness to mix 
it throughout 10 rounds enthused 
the fans, 

They say Berg has never been 
knocked off his pins. Berg was ex- 
pected to get into close quarters and 
flail his arms, but he stood off end 
boxed. That was the first surprise. 
Before two minutes had elapsed he 
had Canzoneri’s right eye bleeding. 
Berg himself was cut on the fore- 
head, but it gave him little trouble. 

Tony sent numerous snapping 
punches across that should have 
hurt the wiry Britisher, but almost 
invariably Jack not only took pun- 
ishment but fought back harder 
and surer. Tony’s other lamp was 
cut before half the 10 rounds had 
been traveled. In the final two 
rounds Tony switched his attack 
to the body, trying to bring down 
Berg’s guard for a chin shot. But 
Berg retaliated and had Canzoneri 
doubled up a couple of times. 

Garden in Uproar 

The Garden -was in an uproar as 
Berg won round after round. At 
the decision the fans roared for 
minutes, short end bettors being 
particularly excited. Canzoneri’s 
moon face was battered and red, 
but he took his defeat like the 
sportsman-boxer he is. 

The semi-final went on last. 
Sammy Dorfman outpointed Harry 
Carlton. The Perlick twins from 
Wisconsin afforded some novelty. 
Herman in a 10 rounder won from 
Jake Zeramby of Boston. Henry 
Perlick fought a six-round draw 
with Eduardo Cordi. 


Uzcy’s Staff Squawks 


Bertys Perry, Alfred Mayer and 
Arthur Soulies, managers and 
trainer, respectively, of Paulino 
Uzcudun, the Spanish heavyweight, 
claiming that the fighter ran out on 
them financially after his winning 
bout with Otto Von Porat at the 
Garden Jan. 10, have petitioned the 
New York Supreme Court for an 
attachment against the boxer’s lo- 
cal property to the amount of $3,450. 

This amount represents, accord- 
ing to the trio’s affidavit, one-third 
of Paulino’s gross received from the 
Porat battle, for which he is said 
to have received $11,500. 

It is alleged Uzcudun was to pay 
the three men 30 per cent. of his 
earnings for their services in secur- 
ing fights and training him. Con- 
tract was signed Sept. 11, 1928, and 
it is alleged that since the trio has 
been handling him Uzcudun has 
earned approximately $330,000. 


CHI’S $2 PUG LIMIT 


Chicago, Jan. 21 

Fight commission here has sud- 
denly become interested in amateur 
boxing, and now insists that all the- 
atres staging bouts pay not over $2 
prize money. If they give fighters 
any more, the pugs are banned from 
the state. 

Commissioners also insist that no 
one shall remain on stage except 
fighters and seconds. 














Miami Beach, Jan. 17, 

Johnny Weismuller bought a secs 
ond-hand car and the bottom fell 
out. 

Evan Burroughs Fontaine and her 
little boy at the Roman Pools every 
afternoon. 

Autos need no parking lights here 
and nobody Park all 


vacant 


uses garages. 
night in the 
lots. 


streets and 


A gust of wind blew $1,600 from 
the hand of a man paying his night 
club check. Three girls and a fel< 
low crawled all over the floor re- 


covering the bills. One girl got 


$750. “Finders keepers!” she 
chanted, declining to give up the 
money. The loser was so cock- 


eyed he O. K.’d her keeping it. 

M. Lincoln Schuster and Clifton 
Fadiman of Simon and Schuster, 
publishers, are sprinting along the 
sands every afternoon keeping or 
getting into shape. 

Although none of the newspapers 
mentioned it, the beach in front of 
the Pancoast and Wofferd hotels— 
class hostelries—is practically gone, 
the tides having enroached in the 
past. three years. Hurricane had 
much to do with its disappearance, 
Easily 100 feet of sands are under 
water now and every known method 
of circumventing this has been in- 
effectually tried. 

Floridian hotel wouldn’t permit 
the floating battleship hotel to dock 
at its pier. Waring’s Pennsylvan- 
ians, slated to be aboard, with ace 
commodations for 400 residents, 

The modiste shops along Lincoln 
avenue and in the vicinage of the 
Roney-Plaza are virtual showgirl 
quarters. Salesgirls and models 

Eddie Hillman and his wife, Ma- 
rion Nixon, at opening of the Eme- 


bassy. Miss Nixon loaded with 
jewels. Lou Warner of Warner 
Bros. at opening of the Roman 
Pools. Drove down here. Dad ar- 


riving later. 

John O’Reilly here attending the 
pools and casino. Saved 40 lives at 
Long Beach. 

Al Smith gallivanting from one 
opening to another with a large 
party that goes places in a big bus. 
Ex-Gov. is wearing a straw hat. 

Babe Ruth and Jack Sharkey 
vying for sun-tan honors. 

All the telegraph messengers here 
use motorcycles. 

Cops made several pinches of 
New Yorkers when the boats docked 
at Mallory the other day. 

New show at the Frolic with Don 
Lanning superintendening an en- 
semble of 12. Place is the largest 
night club in Miami, seating over 
1,000. Only a buck admish. 

Family Jacobs of the Alamac in 
Lake Hoptacong here, opening a 
new Alamac in Collins street. Now 
they have two places, the other the 
Biscayne-Collins. 

Swell sight was the arrival of the 
Navy’s 26 combat planes, which 
swooped into Biscayne Bay en route 
for target practice in the islands, 

Young Stribling a sensation when 
he took second place piloting his 
own plane in the Municipal airport 
races. Some stunt flyer! 

A Hat Shop 

There is a millinery here called 
the Nance Hat Shop. 

Numerous women wearing ermine 
wraps despite the warm nights. 

Big event here was opening of 
Civic theatre last week. 

Nunnally Johnson bathing and 
night clubbing. 





N. Y. Race Receipts 


Albany, Jan. 21. 

Gate receipts last year at the 
seven racing associations and clubs 
in New York amounted to $2,919,- 
77%.75. None of this went to the 
state treasury, although the state 
paid out $2,850 to supervise the 
meets through the state racing come 
mission. 

Following is the amount collected 
by each association: 
Metropolitan Jockey Club, 

Jamaica ...cccecseccee + $043,655.00 
Westchester Racing Ass’n, 

Belmont Park ......... $00,541.50 
Queens County Jockey 

Club, Aqueduct ........ 583,310.50 
Empire City Racing Ass'n, 

Yonkers .......escceee+ 467,994.50 
Saratoga Racing Ass’n, 


Saratoga Springs ..... 487,271.50 
United Hunts Racing 

Ass'n, Belmont ....... 29,759.75 
Westchester - Biltmore 

Steeplechase Ass’n, 

RY© cccccccomeccccscess 7,243.00 
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TIMES SQUARE 
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Cops in Speaks Frisking for Gats 
On Prohibition's 10th Anniversary 


+ 


‘FACE MARRED BY ACID, 





The newly organized gangster 
squad under direction of Lieut. Fitz- 
gibbon is making nightly visitations 
to Times Square speaks, frisking 
suspicious characters, in quest of 
gunmen rather than booze. 

The new order went in last week, 
and will be continued 
Fitzbiggon and his staff have gone 
after the locked door joints for the 
first time, probably figuring the lat- 


indefinitely. 


ter perfect hideaways for thugs and 
gunmen. 

Visitations have been orderly thus 
far, with Fitzgibbon flashing his 
shield on the lookouts and imme- 
ditely admitted. Place and help are 
frisked for guns, also suspicious 
characters, but with average mugg 
up against the bar unmolested un- 
less he speaks out of turn. Booze 
is not disturbed or trade hampered, 
but if any record men are around 
they are tossed out pronto and the 
props warned against permitting 
them to make a hangout of the 
place. 

Most of the speaks were panicked 
when the gendarmes pushed in last 
Thursday on the tail end of the 10th 
anniversary of the Volstead act. All 
thought they were gone, but nobody 
was taken. 


Coffee pots and beaneries spotted 
in side streets of the district were 
also subjected to a similar combing. 


SUMNER BONFIRE 


“Josephine the Great” 
Salacious Literature 


Attorney Henry Van Veen, repre- 
senting Horace Liveright, and John 
S. Sumner, secretary of the N. Y. 
Society for the Suppression of Vice, 
witnessed the burning of “Josephine 
the Great.” The book was written 
by E. P. Nezelof. It relates the life 
of Napoeon’s first wife. 


The book was translated into Eng- 
ish and pubished here by Horace 
Liveright. It sold for $3 and was 
considered a “dud,” said Van Veen. 

A woman resident of Chicago 
whose’ sensibiities were injured 
when she read the book wrote a 
jetter to Sumner charging the novel 
was somewhat salacious, said Van 
Veen. Sumner and Charlies Bam- 
berger. his chief aide, came to West 
Side Court and obtained a sum- 
mons from Magistrate Richard I. 
MeKiniry. 

Van Veen answered the summons. 
Mr. Sumner declared that if the 
plates and books were destroyed the 
society would withdraw its action. 
It was also agreed to cease adver- 
tising the book. 

Employees rounded up the plates 
—about 400—and a few remaining 
books and cast them into the fur- 
nace. As the books were being con- 
sumed by the flames Attorney Van 
Veen remarked to Mr. Sumner: 
“Josephine is having a hot time 
now.” 

Mr. Sumner said nothing. 


Cabin Club’s Creditors 


When the Cabin Club shut its 
doors recently it left behind a trail 
of unpaid bills. Ted Reber, pro- 
moter, was summoned to West Side 
Court to face almost a dozen cred- 
itors who claimed they received 
rubber checks. 

Creditors were painters, electri- 
cians, awning manufacturers, the- 
atrical producers and even a press 
agent. 

Reber was one of the Richard T. 
Davis corporation, he told the 
court. He said if the creditors 
hadn't besieged them too soon they 
would have made a success of the 
Cabin Club, which is at Lenox Ave- 
nue and 129th street. 

Ted Reilly, author and theatrical] 
Pproaucer residing at the Paramount 
Hiotel, sustained a loss of $324. 
Others total $1,100. Reber was or- 
dered to settle. 











Next to the stage door of the 
Palace Theatre, the new home of 


MRS. GERSON’S GRILL 


After 11 Years on Broadway 
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Murray Hoffman, 20, dental 
dent at N. Y. University, was 
raigned in West Side Court before ! 
Magistrate John V. Flood on a 
charge of throwing sulphuric acid 
on the face of Kathleen Monahan 
19, former dancer. He was held! 


| for action of the Grand Jury and is 


now out on bail. 

Miss Monahan and Hoffman 
at a hotel where he worked 
waiter and she as telephone ope- 
rator. When they quit the summer 
resort Hoffman sought to continue 
the friendship. Miss Monahan told 
him she did not want to see him. 

He returned shortly, carrying a 


met 
as a 





On 3 Extortion Charges 


<= | Both 


indictments, two charging 
extortion and the other attempted 
extortion, were filed Monday by 
the Grand Jury with Judge Morris 
Koenig in General Sessions against 
Mrs. Olga Eide Edwards, former 
actress, living at the Hotel Savoy- 
Plaza. Mrs. Edwards is free under 
$5,000 bail. 

According to Nathan L. Amster, 
of 956 Fifth ave., Mrs. Edwards at- 
tempted to get $2,000 from him Nov. 
12 after she had demanded $5,000 
and his note to pay her $1,000 
monthly for life. Unless she got the 
money, Amster declared, she threat- 
ened ito inform his wife of al- 
leged relations covering a _ period 
of seven years. She also accused 
Amster of being the father of her 
six-year-old son. 

The two indictments charging di- 
rect extortion allege that on Aug. 
22 Mrs. Edwards demanded and re- 
ceived $2,600 and that no Novy. 12 
she got $500. It was after she re- 
ceived the latter sum in marked 
bills that her arrest occurred. In 
each instance the money was paid 
to the woman by Charles R. Jeffers, 
secretary to Amster. 


INTERRUPTED REPORTS 


Adventures of Lone Wolf Walsh and 
Master Mind Maskiell 


Three 








Detectives “Bert” (Master Mind) 
Maskiell and John (Lone Wolf) 
Walsh, both of West 47th St., last 
week had visions of capturing a pair 
of safeblowers. 

The sleuths were busy making out 
monthly reports in the bureau when 
a phone call informed Maskiell that 
two men with safe-blowing appar- 
atus had entered a building just off 
Broadway. Outside the _ station 











Cab Laws 





A revised list of standard 
taxicab specifications has been 
issued by Police Commissioner 
Grover Whalen. 

In the new specifications 
maximum wheelbase permitted 
for large taxicabs is WS 
inches, and for small cabs 104 
inches. Small cabs are limited 





to three passengers. 

Side, rear and partition win- 
dows must be of shatter-proof 
glass. 

Wearing of standard uni- 
forms also is being made com- 
pulsory. Features are a semi- 
yachting cap and slightly flared 


overcoating. Outfit costs $3.50. 











ACTRESS FACES | 


LIFE SENTENCE 


vial of acid, she claims, which he BRAT! 

hurled at her. Hoffman denies he 

threw the acid. He says he at-/ Mrs. Ruth St. Clair, 29, who claims 

tempted suicide and she was burned |to be an actress, faces life imprison- 

when she sought to thwart him. |ment as an habitual criminal as a 

—————— eee esult of pleading guilty to a felony 

| ° before Judge Max 8S. Levine in Gen- | 

Former Actress Indicted eral Sessions. The woman, with 
Mrs. Frances Saunders, show girl, 


also pleaded guilty, were ar- 

and indicted for shoplifting. 
were remanded to the 
for investigation and sentence 
Jan. 27, 

In the meantime, the district at- 
torney’s office will ascertain wheth- 
er Mrs. St. Clair is to be tried on 
an information charging her with 
being a fourth offender. Both wom- 
en were arrested Dec. 12 after steal- 
ing articles valued at $126 from a 
downtown store. A month previous 
Mrs. St. Clair was discharged by 
Magistrate Rudich in Brooklyn, on 
a similar charge. As a result of the 
magistrate’s action he was at- 
tacked by newspapers, inferring 
that pressure had been brought to 
bear to have the woman freed. 

Her police record shows she has 
been convicted a dozen times since 
1914, and has served at least two 
terms in state prison for felonies. A 
gun charge is also pending against 
her, 


who 
rested 


on 


Employee Lands Kleckner 
In Court; Assault Charge 


David Kleckner, proprietor of 
Dave’s Blue Room, restaurant at 
791 7th ave., faces the grand jury 
on a felonious assault charge as re- 
sult of a recent altercation he is al- 
leged to have had with Anthony 
Fonssainte, former counterman in 
the restaurant. 

Kleckner denied the charge at a 
hearing before Magistrate John V. 
Flood in West Side Court Satur- 
day. He was pronounced guilty by 
Magistrate Flood and held in $1,000 
bail, which he produced. 

Complainant told his story 
through teeth which were wired to- 
gether. He declared his jaw was 
fractured by a blow from Kleckner. 

Fistics resulted over a disagree- 


} police 


| case.” 


| Thomas C., T. 


i 


Chi Calls Backstage Racketeers 


Harmless Penny Grabbers; Maybe 





ROTHSTEIN MYSTERY IS 
OFFICIALLY ‘UNSOLVED’ 





The tothstein murder mystery 
has taken its place in the files of the 
department an “unsolved 
This was made known last 

when District Attorney 
Crain admitted that 
office nor the police 
know killed the gambler on 
the night of Nov. 4, 1928, in the 
Park Central Hotel, 

Following this admission the dis- 
trict attorney proceeded to have the 
indictment against Hyman (Gilly) 


as 


week 


his 
who 


neither 


| gunmen, 


Biller and two ficticious persons, 
designated as “John Doe” and! 
“Richard Roe,” dismissed. The three 
|}were jointly indicted with George | 
A. McManus, racetrack man, for | 
complicity in the murder of Roth- | 
stein. McManus was tried on the 
charge and acquitted Biller has 
never been arrested. 
In asking for dismissal of the re 


maining indictments, Crain informed | 


| Judge Charles C. Nott in General} 


| outside 
le *? . 
; Lolowing 


| “big 


Sessions that from an investigation | 


' 
Tom} jhe had made since assuming the of- | 
Lomopds 


ifice of prosecutor January 1, he 
led to believe that those accused of 
the murder should never have been 
indicted on the testimony obtained 
ifrom witnesses, whose characters 
|were not of the best. He declared 
| there never was any evidence before 
|the Grand Jury to connect Biller, 
land especially McManus, directly 
with the shooting. 

Only facts uncovered by the 
police, the district attorney said, 
|was that McManus had occupied the 
room in the hotel where it is claimed 
Rothstein was fatally wounded. 
Biller and McManus were last seen 
in that room on the afternoon pre- 
ceeding the shooting. 

The shooting took place around 
11 p. m. and was discovered after 
Rothstein had crawled to the 
servant’s entrance three floors be- 
low. 


| 





“Shooting Accident” 


Crain, in making his announce- 
iment, stated that he was inclined 
| to believe the shooting was an ac- 
cident, caused by a drunken man 
who sought to intimidate Rothstein 
with a revolver. A sudden lurch 
caused the gun to explode and the 
gambler happened to be in the line 
of fire. The district attorney bases 
his belief on the fact that the re- 
volver, found later in the street and 
which caused the death, contained 
only one empty shell. Had the 
shooting been premediated, he be- 
lieves, more than one shot would 
have been fired. 

In asking for the dismissal of the 
indictments, Judge Crain also re- 
quested permission to resubmit the 
case against Biller to a Grand Jury 
in the future should he obtain addi- 
tional evidence. Judge Nott 
granted this request. 

It is the hope of Crain that Mc- 
Manus, who is now in Florida, will 














| 


gag ment between employer and em-/return to New York in the near 
house was Maskiell’s Ford of an-|niovee over the definition of|future and willingly appear as a 
cient vintage. The dicks hopped in loafing. witness before the Grand Jury. 
and sped to the building. They 
waited. Presenty two men emerged. 
Cautiousy approaching the pair, ‘ . 
Maskiell and Walsh let loose a raft B h : 
of questions. The two “safe blow- Inaccurate Lograp les 
ers” had just delivered oxygen " 
tanks to a dentist’s office. Otto H. Kahn 
Lone Wolf and Master Mind re- ° 
turned to their reports. By Claude Binyon 
POLICY SLIP ARREST Otto H. (Harp) Kahn, banker,| ing. Inasmuch as Woolworth hadn't 
Theodore Chadwick, 37, colored! wa: born on a little farm near| built it yet, Otto decided not to 
dancer, apg es in Special Xzylych, which was later taken over | pass agg yom rite Mage gt iy Oo 
sessions a ossessin ‘ ;c yes ents. 2 . 
orange Bia ery si 2 aie 30 roa by the Russians and converted mei vestments flopped so would all of 
in the workhouse, with execution | @ Turkish bath, Kahn was later re- Otto’s cousins, and Otto knew his 
of the sentence suspended pending | Pc rted one of the angels behind the | cousins better than that. 
Chadwick’s good behavior. | project, but when they looked he; Otto eventually became the off- 
Chadwick was arrested Oct. 8 by | Was gone. He is one of the few| stage voice in an act called Kuhn, | 
officers of the narcotic squad. j}angels known to have disappeared | Loeb & Co. This act makes Clay- | 
ae ; | from behind a project without los- | ton, Jackson and Durante look like 
> ing at least a shirt. what they really are. Time pro- 
CHI’S CRAZY WEATHER Coming to America with a load) gressed and so did Otto. He started 
Chicago, Jan. 21. of steers, Otto followed his nose|} bankrolling things, such as operas 
Weather varied here all the way;and lande?’? a livery stable job in| and little theatres and a boy named 
from 15 below zero on Saturday’ New York. Within three weeks he| Roger Wolfe Kahn. Roger, being 
to 33 above on Monday. was ired for investing his salary | pretty good at a saxophone, took 
Predicted blizzard failed to ma-!jn a new-fangled horseless carriage! about $1,000,000 worth of lessons 
terialize despite heavy overhang of} gag Otto's defense, delivered at|and then decided it was an aero- 
clouds that had Chicago street ms gth in a crowded court-! plane he had been thinking of all 
lights burning all threugh Monday. room, was later condensed and / the time. 
cena? ‘. a | transformed into a vulgar slogan by | As chairman of the board of di- | 
Chevalier Disks ia well known five cent cigar com-| rectors of the Metropolitan Opera 
Maurice Chevalier’s phonograph |! pany. House, Otto has a perfect right to! 
deal engineered by the William | In no time at all, thanks to his| wear tail coats. As President of the 
Morris office is with Victor, not! genius and a couple of v ll-to-do | United States of America, Calvin 
Columbia, as erroneously reported l relatives, Otto ha@ enough money | Coolidge had a perfect right to wear | 
Deal runs for one year. saved to buy the Woolworth build-' cowboy suits. So there you are. 





Chicago, Jan. 21. 
Information for performers play- 
ing this alleged toughest city in the 
world: 
Petty racketeers 
shakedowns 


back- 
hard- 


working 


stage are not 


| boiled. The bulges in their pockets 
|are handkerchiefs. 

They found actors had _ softer 
hearts and wider pocketbooks than 
the proverbial rural sap, so they 


concentrated on performers. 
Actors who laughed at attempted 


shakes for protection, Christmas 
benefits and threats of a “ride” are 
still laughing at the alleged rack- 


eteers—and at the performers who 
came through. They know the so- 
called tough guys trying to muscle 
them didn’t belong, because half- 


| hour eggs don’t meddle with jail for 
1$50 a week. 


Actors who bit just played them- 
selves for chumps. They laid them- 
selves open by playing with the real 

who Chicago's best 

Penny racketeers on the 
took advantage of this by 
up hardboiled. They 
borrow sums, posing as the 
guy’s” friends. A cinch for 
petty grafters, the next move 


are 


spenders 


as 


would 


the 


ey was to offer steady protection at $50 
is 


a week head. Again the actor 
paid. 

The up-and-up racketeer hasn't 
informed the actor how cheap the 
backstage racketeers are because he 


figures it another laugh. 


per 


Barry Carman, Schoelkopf 


With only a handful of his former 
friends as mourners, funeral ser- 
vices were, held in Campbell's 
Funeral Church for Frank Barrett 
Carman, better known as “Barry” 
Carman. Carman died suddenly in 
a southern city. 

The body was ‘taken to New Jer- 
sey where it was cremated. The 
ashes were sent to Columbus, O. 
Mrs. Hugo Schoelkopf, from whom 
he was divorced a few years ago, 
was not present, 

Carman created a stir a few years 
ago when he was taken into 
tody in connection with the holdup 
and robbery of Mrs. Irene Schoel- 
kopf, wife then of a Buffalo brewer 
and capitalist. Mrs. Schoelkopf 
was robbed of several thousand dol- 
lars worth of gems. 

Several arrests followed. Carman 
was released when Mrs. Schoelkopf 


cus- 


and her husband assured police 
Barry was innocent. Carman was 
Mrs. Schoelkopf’s chaperon to a 


New Year's party in his apartment 
just off Broadway. Mrs. Schoelkopf 
left his apartment for a moment 
and was carried into another apart- 
ment on a lower floor and robbed 
of her gems. 

Ill fate has followed the case ever 
since. Schoelkopf divorced his 
wife, and later died. Others con- 
nected with the case met untimely 
deaths, with Carman the latest. 
Mrs. Schoelkopf had married and 
divorced Carman. . 





“NO-TIP” FLOPS 


B-G Sandwich Shops in N. Y. Drop 
Tipping Ban 


No-tipping system, brought to 
Broadway by the B-G Sandwich 
Shops, which immediately drew on 
this angle alone, is now a thing of 
the past. It was difficult to get 
waitresses and people wanted to tip 
anyway. Sign hung in tiie B-G 
Shops around New York now down 
and the girls gladly accept the 
gratuities for services. 

Only complaint from gals behind 
the counters is that a lot of people 
don’t know the no-tipping thing is 
out, a.nd mistake the leers of the 
hash-slingers for an unpleasant 
personality. 


BOOKMAKER CONVICTED 





Convicted of making a bos in 
the premises at 501 Seventh ay ue, 
David Weitz, 21, clerk, was civen 
30 days in the workhouse, with the 


execution of the sentence suspended 
by the Justices in Special Sessions. 

Weitz was arrested Dee, 14 by of- 
ficers who claimed they saw him ac- 
cept several bets on horse races in 


the lobby of the building. 
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HAYMARKET BURLESQUE 
QUITS; 3 GET DIVORCES 


Chicago, Jan. 21. 

Now that the Haymarket, burles- 
que stand, has closed, the girls are 
able to devote more time to affairs 
of law. Helen Svec (Gibbons), 
soubrette, secured a divorce from 
Frank Svec, vaude performer, when 
she testified her husband beat her 
and blew. 

They were married March 2, 1927, 
for the second time, having been 


———— oO 





Steck Producer and Cast 
Walk Out on Receiver 


Chicago, Jan. 21. 
Claiming a double-cross, Harry 
Evans, manager, and most of the 
35 principals walked at the Cha- 
teau, stock burlesque spot, three 

days after the house reopened. 
Evans was fired without notice, 
after having been guaranteed 95% 
of the gross and pay all expenses. 
Principals of the production stood 
by him and asked for their pay. 
They left in indignation when they 
were offered the night's receipts, 





divorced earlier in the year, and} 
separated Oct. 22, 1928. 

Ruby Taber (Rankin), chorus| 
girl, has broken relations with Floyd | 
Taber, straight man, charging de- 
sertion. They were married in Jan. 
1926 and separated April 18, 1926. 
Hazel Overgard (Bernard) has, like 
the rest, secured her divorce, thru 
Irving Eiseman, from Chester Over- 
gard, contractor. They were mar- 
ried in California, May 1927, and| 
separated Aug. 1927. 








Talkfilm Supplements 
Minn. Stock Burlesque | 


Minneapolis, Jan, 21. 

The Palace theatre, which has | 
been having rough going with its 
stock burlesque policy, i: closed 
this week to permit the installation 
of sound equipment. Under a new 
policy to be started next week, talk- 
ing pictures will augment the stock 
burlesque. 

Instead of two shows a day with 
all eats reserved, there wll be 
three complete burlesque yerform- 
ances and four showings of talking 
pictures, making thé entertainment 
continuous, ; 

Earlier in the present season, the 
Palace, an Iron & Clamage house, 
tried Mutual wheel burlesque with 
unsatisfactory results. 








Columbia Tenants Move 


Offices of the Columbia Amuse- 
ment Co., which have been on the 
sixth floor of the Columbia theatre 
building since it was opened, will 
be moved this week to the Han- 
over bank building in West 47th 
street, 

Although the Columbia Co. is in- 
active as a producing concern it 
still retains equity in some of the 
former Columbia circuit houses. 

Both Sam Scribner and J. Her- 
bert Mack made their headquarters 


| the’ past few 


$15...They also claimed a double- 
cross when Harvey Curzon was 
suddenly advertised as producer 
after being hired by Evans. 

The house is operated by the 
Continental Illinois Merchants’ 
Bank, is in receivership, and had 
been dark some time when it was 
reopened. 


N. Y. Stocks Spotty in 


Gate; Winter Garden Best 


Burlesque stocks around New 
York are not hitting profitable for 


weeks with excep- 
tion of National. Winter Garden 
on lower east side operated by 
Minsky. 


The combo of stock and Mutuals 
is also holding up at the Apollo, 
Harlem, uptown Minsky stand, but 
biz is not strong at American Mu- 
sic Hall and City, both of the lat- 
ter regular stock troupes. 

The, .City, which adopted burl- 
esque stock policy in November has 
been gradually building since open- 
ing helped by the 50 cents top 
and all day grind. The American 
doing two shows daily and a Sun- 
day grind at $i: top and opening 
after.. the City is also gradually 
building but nothing near what it 
shouldbe. Both spots have a big- 
ger nut on their shows than Mu- 
tuals. 





Howe’s Suit Dismissed 


Sam Howe's suit for $100,000 
d.mages against the Columbia 
Amusement Co., which was filed 
about four years ago, finally came 
up for trial Jan. 17, before Supreme 
Court Justice Mitchell May in the 
Long Island City courts. 

After Howe had submitted his 
evidence, the case was dismissed 
on motion of insufficient grounds. 

Howe was a burlesque producer, 





in the Columbia offices. 

New York offices of the Actors’ 
Fund, which have been located for 
12 years in the same building, are 
being moved this week to the Han- 
over bank building also, 

A reception and reading room is 
being equipped to accommodate the 
Fund members. 





Another Mutual Stock 


The Mutual circuit on Jan. 25 


~ drops the Gayety, Kansas City,.as a 


wheel spoke and, having the theatre 
lease on its hands, arranged for bur- 
lesque stock to step right -in. 
Emmett Callahan, Mutual’s as- 
sistant president, left Sunday with 
a stock recruited in N. Y. to install 
in the K. C. house. ; 
The troupe includes Sam Micals, 
book producer; Jimmy Stanton, 
number stager; Billy Fields, Dadley 
Farnsworth, Tom Briskey, Hughcy 
Mack, Mary Lee Tucker, May Shaw, 
Polly Miller and Phryne McCarthy, 


— 





Steinway Changes Mind 


Steinway, Astoria, L. L, will stick 
to Mutual shows as policy instead of 
tossing them as previously an- 
nounced. A new stand for the wheel 
shows and an added starter through 
opening with burlesque last Novem- 


ber this house had done up and| 


down business. 

House now retains Mutuals on a 
two weeks’ closing notice arrange- 
ment. Harry Shapiro has gone in 
as house manager. 


MAY CLAIRE ILL 


May Claire, burlesque soub with 
stock and wheel shows, has been 
ordered to Saranac for a prolonged 
rest by her physician. ~“iss C!.ire 
had been with Minsky’s stock at 
National Winter Garden, New 
York, when stricken with pneu- 
monia last November. 





Clark to Stage on Coast 
Los Angeles, Jan. 21. 


George Clark has been engaged 
to stage the productions at Frank 
Daton’s Follies and Burbank thea- 
tr ss. 


producing two shows, “The Heart 
Charmers” and “The Love Makers.” 
Both shows were declared to be be- 
low the Columbia standard, and 
Howe's franchise as a producer re- 
vokec. Howe sued on this action. 





B’klyn Runway Girls Out 


Former house soubs and runway 
girls are out at the Star, Brooklyn, 
with house now depending on the 
incoming wheel shows for torso 
twisting and runway grinding. 

Previously the house mob had the 
runway exclusively, with shows 
playing house ignoring the runway 
stuff entirely and spotting their 
numbers on the stage. 

The Gayety, Brooklyn, operated 
by same interests, is still continu- 
ing the house mob. Both houses 
p.ay Mutual shows. 


BURLESQUE CHANGES 


Sam Cohen has replaced Chris 
Nauman as company manager with 
“Get Hot” (Mutual). Cohen had 
formerly managed “Moulin Rouge 
Girls” earlier in season. 

Lou Reals will take over manage- 
ment of “Puss Puss” (Mutual) next 
week, relieving Jack McNamara now 
handling who will take over man- 
agment of “Burlesque Revue.” 

Maurice Costello is pinch hitting 
for Nat Fields as manager of ‘Take 
a Chance” (Mutual), the latter hay- 
ing been recalled to Milwaukee. 

Mary Lee Tucker, runway girl at 
the Columbia, N. Y., to Mutual's 
stock for the Gayety, Kansas City. 

Lee Smith was engaged for run- 
way service, Columbia, N. Y., when 
Mary Lee Tucker stepped out. 











UTICA GOES TO SPLIT 
Albany, Jan. 21. 

Mutual Wheel shows, heretofore 
playing a week stand at the Co- 
ionial, Utica, will do three days in- 
stead. The gap will be filled with 
touring attractions during the ‘first 
half, according to Nathan L. Rob- 
bins, owner. 

Robbins is said to be completing 
a deal which will give Utica a road 
split with Syracuse. 








Holdover Squawk Ends 
Cleaned-up Ky. Stock 


Louisville, Ky., Jan. 21. 

Kane Brothers’ steck burlesque 
troupe was closed after first mat- 
inee, by police acting on a com- 
plaint made against their previous 
attraction. Detectives and police- 
woman had shorthanded some of 
their dialog. 

The Kane’s had been here nearly 
a year inthe Walnut which hasn't 
made money in the past decade. 





3usiness had not been so good 

lately but they were holding on. 
On the first day of the ne-- week 

Kane’s stated they had engaged 


a new producer with nothing offen- 
sive in current future biills. John 
Law, however, remained obdurate 
and the troupe left town and open- 
ed Jan. 18, at the Garrick, Richmond, 
Indiana. 

Detectives and four scribes wit- 
nessed a special showing of the 
Kanes’ last bill; it was tame stuff 
and Chief of Detectives M. Rey 
Yarberry walked out on the show. 
There has been considerable rivalry 
between the Walnut and Gayety 
(Mutual). 


GIRLS IN BLU 


(MUTUAL) 

Callahan & Bernstein, it seems, 
were so conscious of possessing the 
wheel’s best stripper they passed 
lightly over the rest of the show and 
concentrated mainly, if not almost 
entirely, on Ann Corio. Miss Corio’s 
name is on top. of “Girls in Blue,” 
and Miss Corio is “Girls in Blue.” 
Nothing else matters. 

The black-haired and black-eyed 
girl, on the wheel but two seasons 
and already conceded to be the 
queen taker-off of traveling bur- 
lesque, is an unabashed strip spe- 
cialist, but, like few others, when 
she takes off it means something. 
Such figure is not to be found else- 
where on the Mutual, that probably 
convincing Callahan & Bernstein 
that no trimmings were needed to 
sell this turk for $2, a buck or what- 
ever they get, when they get it, on 
the road. 

Miss Corio used to take off for 
Izzy Seidenberg at Izzy’s Cadillac, in 
Detroit. It was then, and only then, 
that the Cadillac would hang them 
on the rafters. When Emmett Cal- 
lahan grabbed her there he might 
not have known it, but he got what 
now amounts to a whole Mutual 
show. 

At the Columbia no other member 
of the traveling troupe made even a 
motion toward.stripping. Columbia's 
own strippers, Jean Steele and Lee 
Smith, were taking off when Miss 
Corio wasn’t, and they seemed to 
notice the competition. 

No holding out on superlatives by 
the billing writer. This show has 
plenty on paper. 

Freyer is probably burlesque’s 
sloppiest comedian. His lines are 
not unusually rough, but his a¢tions 
class him as dirty. For one untidy 
vit he is a radio talker chewing lico- 
rice and loking for a safe spot to 
deposit the juice. When the an- 
nouncer yells, “In the mike!” Freyer 
lets it go. Later on in a booze bit 
Freyer’s influence caused the 
straight man to splash right along 
with the comedian. A lot more.of 
this messy stuff. 

When not dirty Freyer can be just 
as effective. He shows that much 
in the box scene. Maybe dirt is the 
easiest way to laughs in burlesque. 
Freyer must imagine so. 

Second comic is Chuck Callahan, 
who is neater but plenty strong on 
double talking. Early in the show, 
with Larry Clark, Callahan revives 
part of the old Callahan and Bliss 
vaudeville two-act, of which he was 
50%. And of Callahan Bros. and 
Midgie Miller, of which he was 
331-3%. The opening sOng about a 
couple of sports from Michigan and 
the dance are used, although the 
dancing now is simple time stepping 
in hard soles; whereas Callahan and 
Bliss soft shoed it. When you're lis- 
tening to Callahan's lines in the 
farmer's well scene, you know you're 
watching burlesque. 

Lew Petel, vet straight; Sy 
Young, singing juve; Buddy Bich- 
ols, blonde ingenue, and Jean Gas- 
kell, prima, are the rest. Calbern 
Sisters -have their names on the 
program because of a pickout num- 
ber. Otherwise they’re in the fairly 
sprightly chorus. Calbern Amuse- 
ment Co. presents “Girls in Blue.” 

Bige. 


319 Censor Cuts 


Providence, Jan. 21. 

Capt. George W. Cowan, police 
censor, spent most of his time last 
year censoring ‘burlesque shows, 
his report to superiors shows. Of 
5°* changes and eliminations made 
in theatre programs in the past 
year, Capt. Cowan ordered 319 out 
of burlesque shows playing this 
burg. : 

Not one cut was made ir any of 
the talkers or silent pictures, his 
report shows. 





———— 


London Chatter 


(Continued from page 6) 


ging for it, “The Last Enemy” has 
emerged from a bad start. 


Marie Nay has replaced Nora 
Swinburne-in “Murder on the Sec- 
ond Floor.” 


Gainsborough grabbed Dick Hen- 
derson for a talker as he. stepped 
off the New York boat. 

Maisie Gay’s filling in with vaude. 

Olga Lindo off to Africa. 

John Maxwell is wishing his film 
producers a colorful New Year. 

Heather Thatcher’s gone in for 
auto accidents. Two to date. 

Craze for war books continues. 
Papers serializing ’em as fast 
they’re published. 

Steve Slinger, salesman, out of 
Pro Patria, British unit he man- 
aged. 

American owned speed-hog, 
Easter Hero, is already down to 
nines in the Grand National betting, 
with the race weeks away. 

Elinor Glyn’s got a home in the 


as 


suburbs. Keeps it dark, though. 
Way your newshounds made 
Colin Keith Johnston say “Eh, 


What?” every time he was inter- 





viewed in New York, got the laugh 
this side. 

Paul Murray says, “at musical] 
prices the Adelphi 
$2,250.” 

Hans Bartsch here last week. 

Wilton Crawley played one per- | 
formance at the Palladium (vaude), | 
Jan. 6, but couldn’t dance owing to 
water on knee and engagement can- | 


capacity is 


celled. 

If Toscanini comes to London it| 
will be at the head of the New York 
Philharmonic in June. 
directed here. 

United British Press boys are in 
the picture peddling biz. They sold 
Walter Forde’s “Would You Be- 
lieve It?”, 18 weeks on the bill with 
“Bulldog Drummond,” to America. 

Oswald Dale Roberts, the “un- 
known” actor in “Charley Peace,” 
has been a trouper in the sticks for 
years. 

Bernard Shaw’s spiel about hav- 
ing written 340,000,000 words aver- 
ages more than 10,000 a day since 


a } 
He's never | 








the day he was born. 

“Journey’s End” celebrates its} 
first birthday Jan. 21. 

Edna Best and Herbert Marshall 
will be reunited in A. A. Milne’s 
“Michael and Mary,” now in re- 
hearsal for the St. James’ theatre. 
Title may be changed. 

A two-play bill succeeds “Third | 
Time Lucky” at the Ambassadors 
Jan, 22—Eugene O'Neill's “In the 
Zone” and “The Man in Posses- 
sion,” new, by H. M. Harwood. Co- 
stars, Isabel Jeans and Raymond 
Massey. 

Another thriller—“‘The Limping 
Man.” Mary Merrall and Franklin 
Dyall are trying this out before 
London. 

Violet Vanbrugh, Arthur Wontner 
and Miles Malleson names fixed for 
stage version of Aldous Huxley’s 
“Point Counterpoint.” This  pro- 
duction breaks musical policy at 
Daly’s. Producer is looking for all- 
star cast. 

Chares Laughton, whose sudden 
lull in a rupid rise to stardom has 
caused comment, is to be featured 
in the new Edgar Wallace play on 
Chicago gunmen. Gillian Lind, only 
other English artist in show. Others 
to be American. 

After breaking for the second 
time into artificial flippancy, Sybil 
Thorndike is giving it up and re- 
turning to tragedy... She opens at 
the Court Feb. 12 in “Hamlet” with 
Esme Percy. 

Sunny Jarmann and youthful mil- 
lionaire husband both. airsick on 
way to France for honeymoon. 

Only people connected with show 
business appearing in the New 
Year’s Honor List were Archibald 
Flower, for years interested in 
Shakespearean work at Stratford- 
on-Avon and chairman of the Goy- 
ernors of the Memorial Theatre; 
Professor Granville Bantock, who 
succeeded Sir Edward Elgar as 
professor of music at Birmingham 
University. Both receive knight- 
hoods. R. C. Sheriff and Walter 
Payne, considered eligibles, were 
not placed. 


hotel orchestra, has just had his 
contract renewed for further two 
years. 

Vine and Russell first English act 


over here to do Blanche Merrill 
vehicle. Ella Retford and Hilda 


Glyder will be next. 
Moore and Lewis robbed of $700 
from their Palladium dressing room. 





New City Producer 
George Walsh has gone in as 
producer of the stock shows at the 
City, New York, taking over assign- 





ment this week. 


Bert Ambrose, leader of Mayfair} 
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“RADIO COME-ON 


(Continued from page 1) 





pulling the stuff over local radio 
stations during the last six months, 


Racket centers around a chap in 
Chicago -who nicks the racketeers 
one grand a year for horoscopes. 
With more than a hundred sub- 
— this is business aplenty for 
1im. 


$100,000 in 6 Months 


As Prince This, Doctor That or 
Professor So-and-So the gimmick- 
ers travel all over the country. The 
fortune telling come-ons will al- 
ways try a new one—hence the mi- 
gration... One chap is credited with 
a hundred grand in six months in 
this town. A real home near L. A. 
while he was here and a flock of 
seven femme secretaries, one of 
whom is now filling in since tie 
storm and strife left the bed and 
board, 

Racket is to call for questions 
over the radio that the professor 
will answer at a later date. So 
many come in he can only answer 
a small percentage of them, An-. 
swers are vague and useless to the 
looker-in. 

At one station here 100,000 re- 
quests were received in. 11 
One hundred thousand acknowl- 
edged chumps! Then the 
taries get to work mailing the 
come-ons, offering four answers 
for a dollar—a dream book for a 
dollar—horoscope for a dollar—sex 
secrets for a dollar. 

One-Third Fall 

Thirty percent of those solicited 

come across with one to four dol- 


weeks, 


secre- 


jlars. Ten percent of that number 


went for the whole $4. Most of 
the marks were women, with the 
femme element especially going 
heavy for the sex secret stuff. 

These books are supplied by the 
same gink in Chicago who supplies 
the horoscopes. Cost to the racket- 
eer is three cents each in quantities, 
And they sell for a dollar. 

Local professor sits in his office 
with a dictaphone in front of him. 
His femme secs open the mail and 
empty the greenbacks into baskets, 
then pass the letters to the profes- 
sor who reads the answers into 
the dictaphone, later to be typed 
and sent to the umpchays. He 
handles the letters at about 75 an 
hour—at a dollar per letter. 

Graft extends further. The least 
hint of more coin in the offing and 
the professor sends a special come- 
on—the need for private consulta- 
tion. No figures on the extent of 
this end of the racket. 

Final ‘coin combing is the sell- 
ing of the sucker lists to the mail 
order houses at five cents per name. 

MARRIAGES 

Marcella Corbeyons to Fred 
Dailey, in Troy, N. Y., last week. 
They have been playing vaude as 
Fred and Lola. 

Jack Stevens and “Mickey” Cul- 
lanone at Los Angeles, Jan. 4. 
Groom is courthouse reporter on 
the L. A. Examiner. 

Robert Gleckler, Astoria, L. I., and 


Adelaide Hart, Knabenshue, New 
York City, filed application at 
Greenwich, Conn., for a marriage 
license. 

Nydia D’Arnell (musical come- 


edy) to Harry A. Bruno, press rep- 
resentative for Col. Charles A, 
Lindbergh, Jan. 19, in New York. 

Valerie Taylor and Hugh Sinclair, 
in Atlantic City recently. Bride is 
with “Berkeley Square.” Groom 
with “Recapture.” 


Theatres Pressed 


Beaver Falls, Pa.—$500,000. 
Archie Fineman, Pittsburgh. 
M. J. DeAngelis. 
given. 

Binghamton, N. Y.—$300,000. Also 
hotel and stores. 66-58 Main street, 
Owner, J. L. M. Dorp. Architect, H. E. 
Freeman Policy not given. 

Brooklyn, N. ¥.—$550,000. 18 Ave. M. 
Owner, Levau Constr. Co. Architect, 





Owner, 
Architect, 
Site and policy not 


c, A. Sandblom. Policy not disclosed. 
Des Moines, Ia. — Pictures, vaude, 
$1,000,000 Owner and lessee, Radio- 


Keith-Orpheum. 
Site not disclosed. 
Hammond, Ind.—$225,000. 
Ca rro 1 streets 
atre €'o 


Architect not selected. 


Calumet ’*& 
Owner, Columbia The- 
Architects, George & Zimmer- 
man Meyer. Policy not given. 


Kansas City, Mo.—$200,0086. Owner, 
J. Cc. Nichols Inv. Co Architect, E. W. 
Tanner. Site and policy not disclosed. 


Kansas City, Mo.—Also stores. 
Westbrook Invest. Co. 
Fuller. 


Middletown, O0.—$750,00® Owner, Mid- 
ham Co. Architects, Eberson & Eberson. 
Site and policy not given. 

Milwaukee, Wis. — Motion 
Wisconsin and Second streets. 
Wisconsin Enterprises. 
& Rapp. 

Stubenville, 0.—Owner, W. B. 
Architect, BH. B. Franzheim. 
policy not disclosed. 

Stamford, Conn.—Owner. Atlantic Play- 
house, Inc. First of chain in Connecti- 
cut. 


Owner, 
Architect, A. B. 


pictures, 
Owner, 
Architects, Rapp 


Urling. 
Site and 


—_— 
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Clothes and Clothes 


By Mollie Gray 





Jimmy’s Spats 

This is the week the Ace house 
bas Ace Vaudeville, the Palace has 
a royal show. 

Odette Myrtil, actress and violin- 
ist, also excelling in the art of pan- 
tomime. Her “Dancing Master” just 
as de ightful now as ever and Miss 
Myrtil charming in that costume 
Opening gown of black velvet with 
flounce hem and hip ruffle falling 
into longer skirt in back, string 
shoulder straps, jewelc pin at the 
waist in back; her wrap of pale 
blue velvet. edged all round with 
fur. ss 

Frankie Heath also a welcome 
favorite. Miss Heath wore a smart 
black gown with yoke and tiny 
sleeves of net and very full skirt 
of bias folds of stiffened maline, 
shorter on the sides, lonzest in 
back, an unusual and stunning cre- 
ation; slippers of russet kid. 

Madie and tay, .two. clever 
youngsters, always enjoyable. With 
Waite Hoyt and Fred Cootes ap- 
peared the prize winning imitator 
of Helen Kane (name not caught), 
and if there must be imitators of 
Miss Kane, if there must, this girl 
ec. ‘ad double for her any time. 

William Seabury has a nicely 
dressed company. Miss Jean in a 
very _retty gown of flesh color sat- 
in with triple tiers of fishnet on the 
skirt, back decolletage outlined in 
fringe edged silk flowers. Later the 
same girl wore white taffeta lightly 
pead trimmed under an overskirt of 
she r net bound with the taffeta, a 
double ruffle of the same round the 
hips. Rose Marie, introduced as a 
little girl, was a big surprise; her 
costume some black and white vel- 
vet and dejected ostrich. Suzane 
is a dancer, .oo, but her first gown 
seemed unwisely combined, since the 
velvet bodice and satin skirt just 
missed meeting each other on the 
color line. 

It’s a wonder Variety hasn't cre- 
ated a What the Men Will Wear 
Department just for the benefit of 
Jimmy the best dressed man; those 
handkerchief spats surely warrant 
recognition. Jimmy Durante, not 
Walker. 

That new curtain of transparent 
velvet ruffles shading fro: oyster 
white at the flies to wine color at 
the floor is handsome and easy on 
the eye. 


Songs In “Devil May Care” 


Songs in courtyards and orches- 
tras in treetops (probably started 
with “Rock-a-Bye-Baby’”) are the 
order of business in “Devil May 
Care,” starring Ramon Novarro. If 
pictures must have symphony or- 
chestras in prisons and mountains 
and other unexpected places they’re 
going to spoil the story illusion. 
Novarro is an engaging young min- 
strel though the girl in the audience 
who confessed “He’s one of my 
weaknesses, I’ll probably pass out 
when he sings,’ was still there at 
the final note. 

Dorothy Jordan is charming and 
a delightful heroine in the high 
waisted drop shouldered. gowns of 
the Napoleonic days. 

The most unkindest cut was that 
given Marion Harris, whose croon- 
ing voice has delighted vaudeville 
and pleases here. On the stage Miss 
Harris always dresses in soft flow- 
ing fabrics to disguise her extreme 
slimness and always appeared very 
attractive, but here it’s otherwise. 
Again a picture in which the song’s 
the thing, these serenades heading 
for great favor. , . 





Giddy Beach Apparel 

Shope have all ditched their 
Christmas greens and gone in heav- 
ily for palm trees and chintz cov- 
ered atmosphere. And if bathing 
suits are any attraction this will 
be a great summer at the beaches; 
they’re shorter and more backless 
than ever 

Jersey bathing suits at Best’s 
have the square neck line in front 
and square decolletage in back 
Which is cut to the waist where 
the shorts button onto the one- 
piece suit underneath—can be worn 


with or without the shorts. Tur- 
quoise blue favored. 
Macy’s salesgirl strolling about 


in a lovely thing in delicate blue 
silk of yoked pajama trousers and 
high necked short sleeved shirt. 
Another combination used rajah 
Silk overalls a rose shade and white 
Jersey coat. Beach pajamas also in 
linen either colors or figured white 
or in eponge using two colors or 
more. Separate short sleeveless 
jacket is printed pique lined with 


turkish toweling, large patch 
pockets. A tricky suit of navy jer- 
sey had bodice of Roman striped 
silk tied with bow in front, jacket 
banded inside with the silk. Silk 
suits mostly dark backgrounds with 
bright figures. 


“Pointed Heels” is mostly Helen 


Kane, who becomes less like her 

name and more like an umbrella. 

“Skeets” yallagher rovides the 
4 proy s 


laughs, even for himself, and Fay 
Wray the charm and ornamentation. 
Everything Miss Kane wears tends 
to make her look heavier. One is 
checked dress also worn by another 
star, though in a smaller size Her 
stage costume. was a nice model of 
black net with silver tipped pointed 
edge ruffled _ skirt. Miss Wray 
looked sweet in a white silk un- 
buttoned jacket worn with a black 
satin skirt of many narrow panels. 
Another jacket frock was probably 


brown over a. pleated white skirt, 
quite short,.one of printed chiffon 
much ionger by the flounce route, 
short sleeves and cape back. 
Among the names that should be 
featured in “The Aviator” is that 
of Frank .Clarke, stunt aviator 
for some wonderful,. breath-taking 
shots. Edward Everett Horton 
shares the rest of the many hon- 


ers with Patsy Ruth Miller, who 
has always known the difficult and 
almost lost art of good carriage. 
It’s a pleasure to see her sit in a 
chair. Of her gowns, one of printed 
crepe used velvet ribbon for shoul- 
der straps, the ends hanging loose 
in back, a jeweled pin on both of 
them in front; it seemed a bit too 
decollete, but then she was an avia- 
trix, which may excuse it. Her 
moments in a leather outfit were 
brief and so was her short skirt. 
Kewpie Morgan is a big part, as he 
must be of any picture. “The 
Aviator” wins the altitude record for 
high glee. 


Hokum vs. Art 


Paramount has “Jazz Preferred” 
on the stage this week. Yvette 
Rugle’s splendid voice is wasted on 
the material given her and the 
Dorothy Berke Girls have little op- 
portunity either. Costumes quite 
ordinary, opening as notes of the 


seale, then a garden ballet and 
finally in one-piece red velvets and 
feather headdresses. Harry Rich- 
man getting the billing. 

“Behind the Make-Up” is the 
backstage struggle from a different 
angle. Two types of performer, be- | 
lieving in entirely opposite theories 
ef. entertainment, try to compli- 
ment each other. A case of hokum 
versus art. William Powell and Hal 
Skelly make both characters human 
and-understandable, their perform- 





| Wray, who has improved tremen- 
|} dously, is the girl 
|a charming one 


ances a pleasure to watch. Fay 





in the case and 
Her white chiffon 
gown had a cape collar edged with 
a ruffle, skirt hem irregular; squir- 
rel fur edged a light silk suit, mak- 
| ing a standing collar; the revers of 
a black crepe de chine frock con- 
tinued into long, loose panels in the 
back, A silk cape tied at the neck 
with a fur bow. 

Kay Francis was backed by a 
good reason for the low decolletage 
of her black net gown; even her 
velvet negligee with no collar, but 
dark fur banding on the _ loose 
sleeves, achieves greater distinction 
because of her fine carriage. Beau- 
tiful jewels on Miss Francis, though 
a single strand of pearls found a 








| love ly background on Miss Wray’s 
throat. Flowered chiffon is still 
popular among the stars. 


Mrs. Crawford is gowned in 
metallic cloth this week, 
sleeves and silver slippers, but she 
isn’t getting much chance to show 
her greatest adornment, her syn- 
copation, 


Standards at State 


State has plenty of talent this 
week, all standard acts. Walter C. 
Kelly and his gallery of dialect 
etchings, 3 Ritz Brothers in whoopee 
suits of red, green. and yellow (the 
girls. picking their favorite color) 
and Eddie Miller’s fine voice. Girl 
accompanying Mr. Miller is an ac- 
complished pianiste as well as do- 
ing a very good imitation of Ann 
Pennington, even to the haiz; her 
gown, one of canary yc" Ww taffeta 
which shed most of its skirt for the 
imitation. 

Blossom, with Billy Green, makes 
her first round in a jacket frock of 
purple silk with blouse of gray and 
black plaid, getting the decision in 
a seant one-piece of black velvet. 

Carl Shaw dances well, as does 
his company, but the girls must de- 
serve new costumes since the old 
American days. 

“Taming of the Shrew” packing 
them in. 








Uncommon Chatter 
By Ruth Morris 





“Strike Up the Band” 

The latest stage fashion seems to 
be for a musical comedy to go into 
its dream—which will be a great 
comfort to authors, since anything 
can happen in a dream-script. 

“Strike Up the Band” adopts this 
formula—a perfect one for the sober 
and deliberate madness of Clarke 
and McCullough. 

The play’s costumes reflect the 
technicolor influence, with turquoise 
blue and deep shell-pink favored. All 
the gowns are modish and pretty. 
They lack, however, any distinctive 
or amusing touches that might have 
been made possible by the dream of 
the script. 

A group of bridesmaid gowns are 
in cool, flowered green chiffon ac- 
companied by delicate hair hats 
with brims turned off the face in 
front and drooping in pleats about 
the shoulders. Tulle muffs dotted 
with too-brightly colored flowers 
accompany these. Bridal costumes 
for the finale are stunning and in 
extremely good taste. 

Margaret Schilling, as the in- 
genue lead, displays a sweet clear 
voice, and Doris Carson stands out 
because of her bright personality 
and fast and slightly eccentric 
dance-style. Blanche Ring, smartly 
groomed as one of those musical 
matrons, sails into numbers with 
old-time vigor. The Georgie Hale 
chorus performs briskly, and there 
is, in addition, a group of show girls 
who can actually sing. 


The first half of “Hit the Deck” 
seems like a grand picture—one that 
can stand on its own merits as a 
film without relying on the reputa- 
tion of its original version. The sec- 
ond half loses pace in the develop- 
ment of a not too convincing love 
story and _ sacrifices comedy for 
technicolor splendor. But Jack 
Oakie is in it, and no film that has 
his presence could possibly be unen- 
tertaining: He’s better than ever 





in this salty characterization of a 
hard-boiled, lovable gob. 


Polly Walker is sweet in her first 
screen role, as Looloo, dispenser of 
Java and doughnuts. Marguerita 
Padula’s rich contralto has fallen 
heir to “Hallelujah,” which stands 
up after years of plugging, as a per- 
fectly grand song. June Clyde and 
Ethel Clayton perform adequately in 
small parts. 


Pity the Clown Sister 

‘It’s a Great Life,” starring Vivian 
and Rosetta Duncan, is built on the 
accepted sister team formula. This 
implies that life will not be so great 
for one of the sisters (the come- 
dienne usually), who must shoulder 
all the burdens, take all the bad 
breaks, and grin and bear it. The 
narrative pauses in spots to permit 
interpolations of typical Duncan 
harmony and comedy. The sisters 
troupe through their parts profi- 
ciently, but the audience is always 
two jumps ahead of the story. 


Black and white, with punctua- 
tions of musical motifs in silver, 
are featured in the Capitol’s “Land 
of Syncopation.” Costumes are quite 
lovely, particularly bouffante ar- 
rangements for the finale and ballet 
|dresses made with long, fitted 
|bodices and skirts so full that they 
ripple to the waistline. The pro- 
iduction wastes too much time over 
ithe musical versatility of its m. c. 
|but otherwise is very nice. 








Off Stage Action 

3arbara Kent has a thankless role 
in “Night Ride,” an exciting picture 
of reporters and racketeers. As the 
sweetheart of a star reporter, her 
life is threatened, her home is 
bombed and she is almost killed in 
an automobile accident—but none of 
these incidents is shown on the 
screen and whatever acting she 
might have displayed is left to the 
imagination of the spectator. Jo- 
seph Schildkraut gives a tense per- 
formance as the newspaper man, 
| Playing it occasionally as though he 
were clad in doublet and hose. 





} 


| 


~ Wisdom for 


the Woeful 





This department, conducted by Mi 


ss Revell, has been instituted as a 


weekly feature and is placed at the service of any “Variety” reader. 


Matter submitted to Miss Revell 


will 


be treated confidentially. No 


attention will be paid to unsigned letters, but real names will always be 


Miss Revell may be addressed at the Hotel Somerset, West 47th street, 


suppressed. 
or care “Variety,” New York. + 
a 
Dear Miss Revell: My daughter} 
left home for New York six months | 
ago and I have not had a line from} 
her since. She used to correspond | 
with a theatre actor named—— 
ahd I am afraid she has gone to 
him. Do you know his address? 
Anxious. 
Answer: A letter addressed to the 
National Vaudeville Artists,# West 
46th street, or Lambs’ Club, 128 W. | 
44th St., New York City, will reach 
him. 





Dear Lady: I 
trio in 


am a member of a 
vaudeville. The other 
are man and wife. 


two | 


The husband is | 
always showing me attention and|} 
|; paying me compliments. His wife 


short | 


is jealous and makes me miserable. ! 


She is trying to make me quit the | 
act. I would if I could get another! 
|; engagement for I don’t want her 
}man. I wouldn’f have him on a bet 
What do you suggest? Patty. 
Answer: I have seen your ‘A *t. | 
They need you worse than you need | 
them, or at least you are mors 
necessary to the act than the wife 
is. I would suggest you find an- 





| Now he 


| 


other partner, a man, and frame an 
act in “one” with less singing. 


Dear Madam: I am heart broken. 
My husband and I have been part- 
ners for eight years in vaudeville. 
suggests a male partner 
and I don’t know whether it is a 
stall or the air. I can’t work alone 
and would be unhappy to stay home 
and do nothing. And he says he 
couldn't afford to carry me on the 
road with him if I weren’t working 
in the act. I have reasons to be- 


| lieve that he is trying to air me for 
a girl in a sister act which played - 


on the same bill with us three or 
four times this season. Shall I tell 
him should I make her give 
him back to me? Heart Broken. 


so or 


Answer: Every man needs a 
matrimonial vacation occasionally. 
Perhaps getting out on the road 
j}away from you for a while is ex- 
j; actly what he needs to rekindle his 
love for you. I'll wager he'll get 


lonesome for you and you will get 
a wire begging you to come en to 
him has played many 
bookings. 


before he 








Hollywood } Styles 


By Cecelia Ager 





Hollywood, Jan. 21. 
Argentina 

Argentina’s dance recital drew the 
picture colony downtown to the 
Philharmonic Auditorium just as 
though it were a film premiere. 
Rumors of the dar -r’s artistry 
were brought to Hollywood by 
those who had seen her in Europe 
and New York, and then, too, “The 
New Yorker’ and “Vanity Fair’ 
have a circulation out here. So 
Argentina had a brilliant audience, 
from point of view of tre audience’s 
film fame. Even the shy Garbo 
overcame her w. k. aversion for 
crowds. The greatest of all the 
screen Gretas came out f.- the in- 
tc-mission dressed in sports clothes 
and a mink coat which she belted 
round her with a wide brown leath- 
er belt. 

The Garb» Eyelashes 


Garbo’s unbelievably long eye- 





lashes, which some poo-poohers 
maintain are pasted on for her pic- 
tures, were conclusively proved to 
be her very own. Lilyan Tash- 
man’s famous chinchilla clu.k was 
-on view over a black and white 
printed chiffon, evening dress. All 
the local ermine wraps promenaded; 
those with sable collar’ were worn 
the haughtiest, as befitted their 
greater claim to grandeur, Unfor- 
tunately for Hollywood’s star gaz- 
ers, ti.ere were no searchlights em- 
anating from the auditorium to tell 
them what ae fine bunch of 
celeb.:ties could be seen waiting 
under the marquee for their motors, 
Passersby could scarcely believe 
their eyes, stumbling upon such a 
Grade A assortment of picture's 


prominent. . 
Arge..tina found her audience 
whole-heartedly enthusiastic, as 


lavish with its bravas and oles as 
any continental gathering, She ap- 
peared for each number to applause 
which became so insistent that she 
repeated many dances. The cos- 
mopolitan intelligence her work dis- 
played, its grace and humor, as well 
as her strikingly beautiful cos- 
tumes, made her program secm all 
tc~ brief. Let scoffers da-> to say 
that Hollywood isn’t receptive to 
Art! 
At the Studios 

Catherine Dale Owen wears the Fox 
uniform for young actresses when 
she appears in her underthings in 
“Such Men Are Dangerous.” Hers 
is an exquisite satin and lace 
chemise, very dainty, very feminine, 
but a chemise, nevertheless. No 
longer are the deMille and Bow 
pictures to have a corner on lovely 
ladies in intimate garments. The 
idea rather appeals to Fox, as its 
recent pictures prove. Miss Owen’s 
maid, who, by the way, is a de- 
parture in picture maids, for she is 
comfortably middle-aged and wears 
low-heeled sensible shoes, stands by 
to cloak her mistress in a film of 
chiffon and lace, called a negligee, 
as soon as th? chemise has gotten 





over. Both garments are most sat- 
isfactory on Miss Owen, She 


her rightful setting in a boudoir, for 
isn’t she blond, with blue eyes and 
a tip-tilted nose? 

Clothes Make the Woman 


Marion Shilling plays the stead- 
fast girl in “Lord Byron of Broad- 
way,” and su her clothes must be 
meek. It would never do to let the 
girl you can count on go about in 


striking raiment. That is the 
provincé of the heartless ones. Ma- 
rion, therefore, wears a discreet 


suit of broadcloth in tan and brown, 
The sober hip-lengt» jacket is tan 
with encrustations of brown. It 
buttons in front, cardigan style, and 
has button trimmed cuffs. The skirt 
is all brown, quite short according 
to present standards, and cut with 
a slight circular flare. Hat and 
shoes are matching tan, the hat a 
draped turban modeled after Re- 
boux’s “pirate” hat. The ensemble 
characterizes the role: modest, 
well behaved, young—but not flam- 
ing. 

Bernice Clair attends to her busi- 
iness of liberating the Russian peas- 
ants in “The Song of the Flame,” in 
evangelical garb that includes a cape, 
of course. She wears a beige crepe 
two-piece dress, as simple as Euro- 
pean convent garb. The long blouse 
has a high neck with a turnover 
eollar, and buttons down the front. 
Skirt .is long and full. It is. the 
cape of beige broxdcloth that gives 
the costume its flair. Its volumin- 
ous, circular folds reach to the floor. 
Beige astrakhan forms the collar,tied 
together with ends of broadcloth, 
The severity and size of this cloak, 
flowing as the wearer moves, set- 
tling gracefully when she is aufht, 
makes it dramatic. Curious, how a 
flowing cape immediately symbol- 
izes a benefactor to humanity. Well, 
it simplifies matters for the cos- 
tume designer. 


Immoral But Sad 


Corinne Griffith, lovely, dreamy- 
eyed, and sort of unresponsive, por- 
trays the kind of woman in “Back 
Pay” who has expensively beauti- 
ful clothes and magnificent jewels, 
even though she can’t honestly wear 
a wedding ring. Everything is in 
correct picture order, however, be- 
cause living in a luxurious house 
and with a series of magnificent 
costume changes, she registers un- 
happiness all the while. When she 
is in a blue chiffon velvet negligee, 
she must be a pretty contrary bun- 
dle of femininity to languish so 
wistfully, for she must know how 
glorious she looks. A finely pleated 
slip of flesh chiffon and lace has 
its high waistline indicated by blue 
satin ribbon. Over this is a full 
length princesse coat of velvet, its 
back length becoming a train that 
swirls around the ankles nicely. A 
band of ermine outlines the edges 
of the coat and the bell sleeves. 
Ermine tails are bunched into a 
pom-pom for the shoulder. Great 
richness ts achieved in this negli- 





is tn! 


gee, and frivolous imprdacticality, 
the ideal for which all negligees 
strive. 
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Endurance contests being much 
in vogue at the time it was natural 
that exploits in chess would be of 
public interest. Achievement of 
Capt. McKenzie in playing 20 sepa- 
rate players at once at the Man- 
hattan Club, 49 Bowery, which 
seems to have been a swank locale, 


receives attention. The captain 
won 13 games, drew five and lost 


9 


only 2. Contest lasted only 4 hours. 





Archery was in vigorous revival 
with a number of clubs springing 
up and holding winter tournaments 
indoors. Clipper doesn’t mention 
what brought archery back. (Sport 
is popular now, winning recognition 
through the Boy Scouts and Camp 
Fire Girl movements.) 





A marvel of the age was a loco- 
motive on the Santa Fe, so powerful 
it could alone pull ten freight cars 
up the grades of the Rocky Moun- 
tains. 





Clipper, which was the _ sole 
medium for winter league baseball 
discussion, brings up a collection of 

®diamond oddities. One of them is a 
one-base hit stretched out into a 
homer, when the ball became so 
firmly lodged between the _ palings 
of a short field fence that the run- 
ner was home before it could be 
dislodged. Another is a case in 
which an umpire decision was re- 
versed on appeal to the Athletic 
League and a game voided. 





Interesting news item in base- 
ball has to do with the hold-out 
of the O’Rourke Brothers of Bos- 
tion, who refused to sign a con- 
tract, not because of dispute over 
money, but because the players de- 
clined to be taxed $30 for a uni- 
form and 50 cents maintenance on 
travel. Boston sports made up the 
sum and the brothers signed. 


15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and Clipper) 








Foreign actor issue came up in 
New York when the Stage Society 
backed Granville Barker for $60,000 
with his English company in for a 
run at Wallack’s, New York. Native 
players argued that if the society 
had that much capital to risk, why 
not use American talent? Society 
retorted it was “serving best inter- 
ests of the drama.” 





gilm merger talk uppermost. Ken- 
nedy of Patents Co., Carl Laemmle 
of U and Harry Aitken of Mutual 
all in conference and the wiseacres 
busy predicting new amalgama- 
tions. 


When stockholder votes in Uni- 
versal came to be counted it was 
disclosed that Pat Powers had 
grabbed a majority and had voted 
himself into the office of treasurer. 


Colonial, once ace house of the 
P. G. Williams circuit and a gold 
mine, cut prices to 25 cent mats 
and 50-75 evenings, marking its slip 
under new management. 


New York active in enforcing law 
against admitting minors to pic- 
tures. Five house licenses revoked 
for violation. 


Franz Steiner, Berlin manager, 
got through word via Marinelli that 
business was prosperous in the Ger- 
man capital and he was prepared 
to offer three months’ engagements 
to American acts if they could get 
to Berlin. 


Fritzi Scheff was busy building a 
reputation’ for temperament. Re- 
fused to go on because she wasn't 
satisfied with the orchestra. House 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


(Continued from page 20) 





the Mexican consul stepped in to inform that the president had changed 
his mind about going to Hollywood. 





Dorothy Mackaill became so determined to convince First National of 
her ability to do a Hulu number that she connived with the publicity 
department to pose in a series of dance stills to get over point. 

After seeing the poses the studio incorporated a sequence in her cur- 
rent picture, “Bright Lights,” and the lot deems it the outstanding piece 
of work in the film. 





Hubert Voight, publicity director at First National studios, considers 
it a great scoop in being the first to obtain intimate photographs inside 
the historical museum of the Mission hotel at Riverside. 

After pleading that the pictures would be used only in religious tie- 
ups, h@ was permitted to photograph the ancient altars handed down 
from earjly California settlers, with Loretta Young dressed as a nun 
posing in the foreground. 





Few visitors to the Warner emporium on 44th street know why 
W. B. executives are always so well trimmed. Tucked away on the 
eighth floor is a barber and nail cutter. No charge and ho tips. Brothers, 
members of the barber club reveal, consider things tonsorial as im- 
portant as things contractural. And the office building has a doorman, 
from the cotton belt, with gold braid. 

First National is now confined to one floor, the fourth. 





While Warners is guarding things tonsorial by installing a free-of- 
charge barber emporium in the home office, Universal is taking no 
chances with the weather and is fitting out an office for a physician. 
Lesser Laemmle employees are whispering that there'll be no more 
“hooky” now that those sore throats and bum gams are to stand the 
glare of the professional eye. ‘ 





Several newsreel cameramen with sound trucks awaited the arrival 
of Col. Lindbergh at the Los Angeles airport recently, but when the 
aviator arrived he refused to talk for the mikes. One of the Pathe men 
then concealed a mike in his pocket and stuck around. 

He caught Lindbergh napping but the conversation recorded could not 
be projected in a theatre and had to be scrapped. 





Production manager of a Hollywood studio, formerly an independent 
producer, handed his employees a laugh in the form of a Christmas 
present. . : 

Day before the holiday he passed around netices to the effect that if 
had always been his custom to give employees a share of the profits at 
Christmas and that, no doubt, his present bosses would institute the 
same plan as soon as the studio could show a profit. 


Hollywood studio p. a finding he couldn’t get any breaks in Los 
Angeles papers on a picture his studio was making, checked up. He 
found that the p. a. at a local theatre, showing the stage production 
from which the picture was being made, had given orders that no press 
material be printed on the picture during the stage run. 

Insinuation was that the theatre ads would be yanked, and the papers 
fell for it. ? 





Ready to make the hand-to-hand fighting, bombardment, and trench 

scenes in Universal’s “All Quiet on the Western Front,” the company is 
now encamped on the Irvine ranch 50 miles south of Los Angeles. 
* Encampment covers 6,000 acres with more than 500 extras and an 
equal number of technicians-housed in tents. A German trench a mile 
in length has been built along with a 1,000-yard concrete pavement 
for running camera shots. 





Hollywood’s biggest picture stage, covering 500x100 feet and on 
Radio’s coast lot, will be completed within two weeks. Construction 
started two months ago with a crew of several hundred men working 
three shifts a day. 

New stage is especially designed to facilitate the filming of large sets 
to be used in future wide angle film productions, 





Although most contract players at various studios are forbidden to 
fly without the written consent of execs, several studios have doubled 
up on protection. All employees now must sign releases from liability 
in case of accidents from air flights not sanctioned by the studios. Fox 
air disaster the reason for the added caution. 





Motion’ pictures, banned at Auburn Prison, New York, following the 
second riot, have been restored to the program of recreation offered at 
that institution. Pictures are screened four times weekly and inmates 
are divided into groups so that each sees at least one film a week. Audi- 
ence has been limited to 200. 





Jack Warner showed Col. Lindbergh through the First National studios. 
But not until he first promised the aviator that no publicity would be 
given the event. 

Result was the party went through the studio with very few people 
recognizing the fiyer. 

Exchanges having asked for marginal numbers in prints of color 
talkers, Par has made special arrangements with Technicolor to include 
the margin guide on prints for “The Vagabond King,” soon to be re- 
leased. 

Customary marginal numbers were not placed on the print for “‘Glorify- 
ing the American Girl.” . 








Biggest barber shop hook-up ever effected is for Pathe’s short, “Barber 
College.” About 20,000 national shops are participating. 

When the picture opened at the Colony, New York, 200 of the best class 
cutting rooms in New York displayed posters of the picture in their 
quarters. All cards and miscellaneous expenses defrayed by a soap 
lathering device company. 





Eddie Cline, First National director, just returned from what he orig- 
inally thought was going to be a vacation, but wound up by being a 4,000- 
mile tour of the country visiting First National exchanges to see how 
pictures he made were clicking. 

Received a load of advice from various exhibitors throughout the 
country on how pictures should be made. 





Somebody missed in Pittsburgh last week on Don Jose Mojica. 

Mojica arrived under auspices of the Twentieth Century Club for a one- 
night concert and none of the local film scribes knew a thing about it. 
If they did, then they didn’t know the Spaniard has made a Fox talker 
that hasn't been released yet. 





When Tiffany's “Party Girl’ opened at the Gaiety, New York, New 
Year’s Eve, Al Selig had pictures taken of the theatre completely jammed 
in front with holiday celebrants. 

Selig is not making any record attendance claims—just letting the pic- 
tures speak for themselves. 





Since Albany papers have their theatre advertising rate three cents a 
line beginning Jan. 1, theatres have been cutting down on space, although 
spending virtually the same amount of money on an average each week. 





made refund. 


Warner houses have started a tabloid with news of activities of their 





Inside Stuf—Legit 


“Candle Light,” presented by Gilbert Miller, is due to tour under the 
direction of the Shuberts. Eugenie Leontovitch is named as replacing 
Gertrude Lawrence. Miss Leontovitch is a Chicago favorite. Last sea- 
son she followed Yvonne Arnaud in “And So To Bed” after it left New 
York. When the show opened in Chicago her name went up in lights. 








La Argentina, in Los Angeles for a concert, visited the Metro lot, where 
execs offered her plenty of jack to do a number in its revue. She 
turned it down cold, saying that if she goes for pictures it will be to star 
in a feature length or nothing. 

Nothing further to report yet. 





Morris Rose, insurance man and sometime producer, is reported repre- 
senting the interests of Mosby, the Cincinnati Konjola king, who backed 
“Woof Woof.” The show was produced by Bernard Lohlmuller and 
William Demarest, bit Rose is signing contracts now. Just before 
the show arrived Mosby was sued for divorce, the wife naming Gladyce 
Deering, who is in the cast of “Woof, Woof.” 





Macloon-Equity truce signed on the Coast called for no publicity com- 
ment by either side beyond the statement that terms were “satisfactory.” 
Neither side was to claim a victory, with Equity in dropping the matter 
of the Albertson pamphlet not wishing that fact gloated over by any 
unsympathetic publication, such as the Los Angeles Times. The Mac- 
loons agreed to settle all old debts and hereatfer be Equity to the bone. 


—_— 





In a recent lecture at the University of Buffalo, Professor Henry Perry, 
talking on “Plays of the Present Season,’ declared that because of the 
paucity of acceptable road shows practically no plays of interest to 
intelligent theatregoers come anyway near the vicinity of Buffalo or 
similar road cities and that lovers of the theatre were being forced to 
go to Broadway if they cared to see the best in contemiporary drama. 





The Bricken Construction Co. has bought the Casino theatre lease 
from the Shuberts, whose tenancy would have expired April 30, the deal 
being arranged through Joseph O’Gara and Irving Maidman, realty 
brokers. Razing of the theatre is expected to start before Feb. 1. A 
30 story loft building devoted to textile and dress industries will re- 
place the one time popular play house. 





A dramatic stock troupe settled in a Coast town, failed to hit with 
$1 top and clesed after five weeks. The producer had $1,400 posted with 
Equity covering salaries, but when the cast came to collect, the amount 
had shrunk so that everybody was out part of the last week’s salary, 

It seems the troupe had brought in some guest stars without posting 
additional guarantee, and one of the guest stars got back to Hollywood 
first. 





A Broadway lady on cabaret vacation in Chicago gave loop showgoers 
at a performance of “Strange Interlude” an extra show. In the middle 
of an act she made a bee-line for the lounge and in another moment her 
husky voice was heard in a telephone conversation with someone, and 
she was using her favorite expletives. 

Heard in the rear rows, she started a disturbance that spread to the 
stage, with the cast visibly annoyed. But she resumed her seat and 
stayed until the bitter end. 





With theatres doing nicely during cold weather in Southern California, 
where stay-at-homes shiver behind thin walls, the premature closing 
of one stock house is laid to,.the failure of its heating system. 

Customers downstairs were reported “huddled in their coat collars dur- 
ing the show’s last week. One of the. lines in the play, “The steam pipes 
must be frozen,” got mean giggles. : 

Producer’s lease had two months to run when he folded. A num- 
ber of theatres in the Southland have their heating plants on the roof, 
architects in that balmy land never figuring that heat goes up. 





Matter of wanting-to chisel a new dress for a publicity stunt prevented 
an actress appearing in Chicago (at $1,500*per) from a tie-up with the 
city’s largest department store... When apprised that she was the first 
performer ever to gain exploitation by the store that until then had 
never consented to any sert of tie-up, the actress, instead of showing 
enthusiasm, gave her press agent a nod and said: 

“Sure—I'll do it if they give me a new dress!” 

The department store’s record for not tying up with theatres remained 
unbroken, 





Coast Masquers Revel, Jan. 19, had Charlie Chase, Felix Adler, Bert 
Wheeler, Jack Hallor, Bob Woolsey and Joe E. Brown doing singles. 
“The Claw,” by Jean Partene and George Renevent, and “The Fourth 
Degree”, by Maverick Carroll were dramatic sketches, and “Snow White” 
by Roger Gray, “Hollywood” by Robert Woolsey, “Closet” by John C. 
Brownell and “The Battle of the Century” were the comedy sketches. 

Olsen’s band and Loney MclIntyre’s Hawaiian trio furnished the tunes. 
Henry Clive was m.c. Lee Moran was jester for the revel, but delegated 
the general stage direction to Edward Earle, jester of the previous revel. 





Cast and chorus of “Wonderful Night” were called upon the carpet 
this week by Lee Shubert and lectured for a let down in performance. 

Shubert hopped in Friday night and found principals ad libbing and 
clowning and choristers going blah on the vocal ensembies. He imme- 
diately notified all to show for rehearsal Monday when he addressed 
them and told them they’d have to perk up or else. 

The let down is said to have been precipitated by a rumor that “Nina 
Rosa” was to supplant “Wonderful Night” a couple of weeks hence and 
an alacrity upon part of principals and choristers of the latter show to be 
shunted roadward when the operetta was doing business here. Sigmund 
Romberg, composer of “Nina Rosa,” is said to have insisted upon the 
Majestic, New York, for the new one and with Shubert agreeing. 





houses. About 22,000 of these giveaways are distributed or mailed each 
week, 





Henry LaCossitt, now preparing the screen treatment for Universal's 
prison revolt, is the second studio person to voluntarily intern himself 
within San Quentin to study conditions, 

Mervyn Le Roy, now directing a similar picture for First National, was 
the first. 

At Aurora, Ill, is a theatre with Paramount and Fox on it. One day 
last week a visitor in town seeing the two names on the one theatre 
said, “So it’s all set. Sooner than I expected.” 


But it seems the Fox, named after the Fox River, is merely owned by 
Paramount, 








When Loew's 116th Street theatre played the Roach-M-G “Ladrones” 
(Spanish for “Night Owls”) on a two-day stand, Laurel-Hardy print 
drew over 4,000 admissions the first day and about 3,000 the second. This 
is a 60 percent increase over the daily average. 

Harlem's Spanish speaking populace live on the brim of the black belt. 





Nicholas Murray Butler, president of Columbia University, has been 
canned by RCA Photophone for showing in February at a big gathering 
of alumni in California. 

Boyce Smith, vice-president of Inspiration Pictrres, and an alumnus 
of Columbia, arranged the recording. 





All the big ocean-going steamships showing pictures for passengers 
will soon be wired, it is believed, 
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EQUITY SLAPS 
IT ON COAST 
INSURGENTS 


Three members of Equity, who 
were nominally posted as suspended 
during the fight on the coast to or- 
ganize the picture field last sum- 
mer have drawn long suspensions, 
the punishment including heavy 
fines. 

Two members will not be permit- 
ted to work on the legitimate stage 
for six months, the amount of the 
fines not being given out. A third 
member was also set down, the term 
of suspension said to be for a lesser 
time. It appears each case was con- 
sidered separately by the council, 
with apparently a difference in the 
matter of charges. 

Over 100 members were suspended 
during the coast battle, but since 
Equity failed to gain control of the 
picture field the ban applied only 
to the legit. In the case of the three 
members punished, they requested 
adjudication of their cases, desiring 
to return to the stage from pic- 
tures. 

One of the coast-suspended peo- 
ple was found in a road show. If 
he was pulled out the show would 
have been forced to close. The 
management was given two weeks 
to replace him. 

Should the three punished mem- 
bers return to picture work during 
the term of their legit suspensions, 
“their cases may be further con- 
sidered,” it was stated by an Equity 
official. 

There are no new developments in 
Equity’s coast aspirations. Matter 
appears to be latent. 








First Canadian Troupe 
Survives Death Trail 


Vancouver, Jan, 21. 

About the first legit company to 
get across Canada this season with- 
out going broke has reached Van- 
couver. That was Maurice Col- 
bourne, who gives five George Ber- 
nard Shaw plays a week. 

It has been th?2 toughest season 
for road shows in Canada to date. 
Around a dozen companies have 
failed to get across ’he western 
states. 

Half a dozen English companies 
folded up when they got as far as 
North Bay, Ont., and either went 
home or disbanded. From Winni- 
peg westward was the _ tough 
stretch. 

Colbourne got across without cut- 
ting the wages of the cast. To do it 
he had to take his own name from 
the pay list and just took bar: ex- 
penses and cigar money. Now he is 
drawing good houses in Vancouver. 
Seems to be an indication that west- 
ern Canada has mere money for 
shows. ° 

The tough year is blamed on 
the stock market. Also the farmers 
hadn’t sold last year’s wheat crop. 
They have more money now. 


Schwab-Mandel Films 


Lawrence Schwab departs for the 
coast Jan, 25 to work on the produc- 
tion of “Follow Thru” for Para- 
mount. 

While Schwab is on the coast, 
his sidekick, Frank Mandell, is 
scheduled to do “Queen High” for 
Paramount in the Astoria Studios. 

Schwab and Mandell are under 
contract to do two productions a 
year for Paramount. With Schwab 
doing one on the coast while Man- 
dell works in the east, they expect 
to finish both during the spring and 
will be free to do a stage musical. 


ELSIE JANIS, LANDLADY 

Judgment in favor of Elsie Janis, 
now on the Coast for Paramount, 
Was rendered in New York Supreme 
Court against Gladys Rigaut. 

Amount covers a year’s rent bill 
of $2,416 and $328 for telephone, 
water and electricity on Miss Janis’ 
Tarrytown home, known as “ Phil- 
lipse Manor,” which the defendant 
lease 








ZELMA’S APPENDIX 
Hollywood, Jan, 21. 

Zelma O’Neal went from an aero- 
Plane accident Sunday at Palmdale, 
en route from San Francisco, to the 
Osteopathic Hospital, Los Angeles, 
where she was operated on Monday 
for acute appendicitis by Dr. H. B. 
Willis, 

Now out of danger and mending. 


TICKET AGENCY SCHEME 
AWAITS MGRS.’ ACCORD 


Further dev®lopments in the prop- 
osition to hold down high prices of 
Broadway theatre tickets were re- 
ported by those interested in solv- 
ing the problem. There were meet- 
ings of ticket brokers, the man- 
agerial committee and a committee 
made up of representatives of the 
managers, Autkors’ League, Equity 
and the agency men. 

The plan which the leading brok- 
ers says they welcome and which 
is dated to gc into effect March 1, 
calls for holding for direct sale a 
proportion of good seats for all at- 
tractions at the box offices, the man- 
agers to make no more buys with 
the agencies and the agencies to sel! 
tickets at not more than 75 cents 
premium (plus the government tax | 
of 4 cents). 

Funds for an executive committee 
are to be raised but cost has not 
been worked out. This committee 
is to have disciplinary *powers and 
could withdraw tickets from any 
agency violating its rules. Also 





agencies would be prohibited from 
handling tickets from any manager 
who violated the rules. 

It is proposed to do business with 
16 agencies, those offices being con- 
sidered the leaders in ticket distri- 
bution and supplying their own 
patrons, and the hotels and clubs. 
Some houses do business with 23 
brokers, however. There are actu- 
ally 42 ticket agencies of one kind 
or another, while there are city 
licenses issued to 70, taking in side- 
walk workers. 

Indications are that snot all the 
16 leaders can get by on the 75 
cents premium basis. But all the 
latter are willing to accept the man- 
agers’ plan if it can be made 100 
per cent or virtually so. The brok- 
ers are to post bonds to carry out 
their end of the plan, the managers 
likewise to be bonded not to demand 
buys and to abide by the rules, 


Depends on 100% 


There is no question about A. L. 
Erlanger and Charles Dillingham 
subscribing to the plan if they are 
convinced it is bona-fide—that is to 
say, that all the managers agree to 
it. Before he went to the Coast, 
Erlanger made that definite to those 
in his confidence. 

However, should the plan go 
through, it is doubtful that it would 
start March 1. Some current 
tickets buys extend beyond that 
date, and it is claimed that several 
other managers have sought buys or 
extension of those in force, to start 
Feb. 27. One of the brokers who is 
ready for the 75 premium experi- 
ment gave it as his opinion that if 
agencies were permitted to make 
100% returns of unsold tickets, it 
would ruin some managers, 

Another broker is said to have a 
private deal with the Shuberts 
whereby he has the full return privi- 
lege in return for plugging their 
attraction via his customers and the 
smaller agencies supplied through 
his office. That broker is said to 
be denied getting allotments from 
Erlanger theatres, but probably de- 
livers by making an exchange with 
other offices. 

See Leaks Likely 


Box office men are not ready to 
accept that holding a liberal number 
of good seats on sale at the theatre 
will prevent them reaching the 
hands of gyps. They point out that 
mail orders could drain the box 
office without the house knowing 
whether such tickets went to legiti- 
mate customers or to gyp agencies. 

The leading brokers appear quite 
willing to try the managers’ plan 
because of the argument that it 
would result in business in the le- 
git theatre. Whether the plan would 
actually solve the 15-year-old prob- 
lem is conjectural, because the de- 
mand for hits has always exceeded 
the supply at times during the runs 
and when the demand is strong or 


in some manner—“at a price.” 


No “Pilsen” Tour 


“The Prince of Pilsen,” revived 
at Jolson’s, will not be sent out. 
Other revivals at the house this 
season are touring, but it was con- 
sidered that “Pilsen” did not look 
strong enough for the road. 

Its support here has been prin- 
cipally subscriptions. 





“Susanna” Frisco to N. Y. 

Los Angeles, Jan. 21. # 

After a three weeks run at the} 
Columbia, Frisco, where it opens | 
Feb. 13, “Oh Susanna” will Jump to! 
N. Y. 
No theatre has been set for the | 
eastern showing. 
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The New Crusade 


By Brock Pemberton 








Every two or three years the spectre of ticket reform rears its ugly 
head, and boys up and down the street take pot shots at it. Heretofore 
their aim has been good and off has come the head. Again the head 
is up, but this time the sniping has been desultory and the target re- 
fuses to down, 

Those who read as far as the big moment in the third act, toward 
the bottom of this column, may agree with the author of this scenario 
that for the first time in 15 years ticket reform is upon us. 





BILLY and ELSA NEWELL 


“The Newells added considerable 
weight as the only show stopper in 
the first section.’—‘“Variety.” 

“Woof Woof,’ Royale Theatre, 
New York. 

Direction JACK CURTIS 


EQUITY TESTS CASTERS’ 
LONG-TERM CONTRACTS 


Equity reported Monday that 
Richard Pitman, one of the legit 
casting agents rated among the 
personal representatives who have 
been opposing the permit system of 
agency restrictions, had signed a 
permit. It was further claimed that 
during the week several other mem- 
bers of the casters’ association 
would follow suit. Pitman was for- 
merly with Jenie Jacobs, 


Since the U. 8S. Supreme Court 
decision denying a review of the 
Edelsten case, Equity has been at- 
tempting to tighten up its rules 
which prohibit a member from ac- 
cepting engagements from-an agent 
who is not enfranchised with a per- 
mit; 

Personal representatives, with 
players under long team contract 
anticipate continuing with permits 
but Equity seeks to find out if such 
players have bona fide agreements 
with the casters. It is said that 
several will be called before the 
council to prove the existence of the 
contracts, 


The William Morris office has not 
become identified with the Equity 
licensing group of agents and has no 
intention of so doing under present 
Equity regulations. Neither has 
Lyogs and Lyons. 

Pittman’s action brings the total 
of casters working under permits to 
36. 

Situation, however, unlikely to 
change. The reason being Equity’s 
biz is principally legit, now after its 
failure in Hollywood, and legit going 
in a bad way with little production 
expected until the fall. The casters 
have the vaude and film fiel€s open 
in which to do biz without regard 
to Equity’s say so or not. 








Releases on Current 
Plays to Pep Stocks 


Play restrictions for stock are be- 
ing lessened in the hope of giving 
the producgrs needed encourage- 
ment. 

Heretofore there wasn’t a chance 
of stock getting a play while it was 
current either in New York or Chit 
cazo. A number of plays have been 
released lately while engagements 
for these cities have been running. 

Illustrations of this about face 
attitude on the part of play brokers 
and authors is in the stock release 
of both “Your Uncle Dudley,’ now 
at the Cort, N. Y., and “Salt Wa- 
ter,” at the John Golden. _Inci- 
dentally “Let Us Be Gay” (Francine 
Larrimore) is playing Chicago with 
a stock release on for the piece. 





Rain Cures Tenters 


Hollywood, Jan. 21. 

The Shelly tent players go under 
a roof Jan. 27, and the Huntington 
theatre, for some time pictures, goes 
legit. 

The company played in the tent 
through two weeks rain. When 
“Yon Yonson” closed Saturday 
Shelly Coon hung a fer-sale sign 
on his canvas. After a week’s rest 


ithe company opens in the Hunting- 


ton. 





M-G Has “Band” 


Metro has the screen rights to 
“Strike Up the Band,” which opened 


| last week in New York. 


The crusade started in December with a series of conferences by 
la small group of managers held first at the Henry Miller theatre at the 
| suggestion of Gilbert Miller The conferences were informal with 
leverybody “thinking out loud,” as they say in film circles, a procedure 
| that was possible since only a few of those managers known to favor 
lsome sort of change were invited. Everyone was urged to think along 
inew lines, old plans having failed of adoption, and various schemes, 
isuch as utilizing the telegraph or telephone, were suggested and dis- 
carded as impractical. 

Then William Harris, Jr., reminded the brethren that most of the met- 
ropolitan newspapers had branches throughout the city and suggested 
|they might be interested in selling tickets through these branches, thus 
forming the nucleus of a new city-wide system of distribution. The idea 
was at least new and accordingly a steering committee was appointed to 
| meet representatives of the publishers, Arthur Hopkins, as one of the 
|most level-headed and forceful of the managerial group, was made chair- 
man. Mr. Miller, as the originator of the conferences, was the second on 
;}the committee and the writer, as an ex-newspaper man, became the third 
| sacrificial goat. 
| The meeting with the newspaper representatives was interesting and 
lencouraging if nothing concrete came of it. Every metropolitan daily 
was represented. All professed to be alive to the evils of the existing 
system. Some said their papers believed the adding of a theatre ticket 
service to theif agencies would help their subscribers and themselves. 
Others expressed the belief that ticket selling had no place in the pub- 
lisher’s bright lexicon. All concurred in the thought that before anyone 
could try to act as agents the basic system would have to be corrected, 

One significant result of this meeting was an invitation to the commit- 
tee to join Adolph Ochs, publisher of the “Times,” at luncheon. Mr. Ochs 
expressed himself as greatly interested in the problem and pledged the 
support of his paper to any sincere effort to solve it. 











| 
| 


The die was cast. The offer of the support of a powerful journal was 
iou much for the battle-scarred veterans of many a ticket fight. She 
day after New Year’s was set as the earliest date on which the mana- 
gerial mind might be expected to concentrate on anything but grosses. 
Faced with the necessity of a decision as to the plan to be submitted, the 
steering committee chose that of licensing existing brokers as agents as 
against that of establishing a central agency. While the latter seemed 
more perfect, the one adopted appeared more practical. The central agency 
plan was discussed at length in the summer of 1927 and was defeated 
because the brokers, threatened with extinction, lined up enough managers 
against it to make its adoption impossible. It was reasonable to expect 
a similar alignment in the event of a new threat to»wipe out the ticket 
men. 

The committee was further influenced, believe it or not, by the consider. 
ation that since the brokers were largely the creation of the managers, 
and had grown to their present strong ‘estate through managerial co- 
operation, it was only fair to give them a chance in any reform system 
that might be adopted. The resolution drawn up by Mr. Hopkins out- 
lining the proposed plan was simplicity itself. Its salient points were: 
To abolish all “buys”; to fix a maximum premium of 75 cents above box 
office price for the resale of tickets; to license all brokers and.restrict 
the sale of tickets to those so licensed; to bond both managers and 
brokers; to police the system and punish those who break the rules by 
forfeiture of bond and license as to brokers, forfeiture of bond and the 
right to deal with licensed brokers as to managers; the fixing of March 
1 as the date when all this should go into effect. 

Within two days all but two theatre proprietors had signed the resolu- 
tion. The two were A. L. Erlanger and Charles B. Dillingham. Mr. 
Erlanger was about to depart on a trans-continental trip that still keeps 
him away, and he was perhaps justified at the time of departure in think- 
ing the crusade was just another one of those things. Mr. Dillingham, 
as a partner of Mr. Erlanger in severai of his theatres, naturally con- 
curred with his associate. Most of those who know Mr. Erlanger, still 
the largest individual theatre proprietor in the United States, do not 
doubt that he will join the movement on his return. 

The alacrity with which the managers responded was remarkable, but 
the unanimity with which the brokers accepted the proposal was miracu- 
lous. After a preliminary meeting with the committee, followed by sev- 
eral conferences among themselves the brokers appeared before the 
committee with a resolution at once dignified, concillatory, reasonable and 
practical. 

Why this scramble to correct a system to which both managers and 
brokers had contributed eyils and which both previously had fought to 
sustain? The answer is that the present crusade is out of self-preser- 
vation by necessity. The week it was launched, a holiday week includ- 
ing New Year’s, of 71 legitimate theatres 55 housed plays, 12 were 
closed, 4 were in pictures. Against such a showing the old shibboleths 
“Give ’em what they want and they don't care what they pay,” “The 
public likes to be gypped,” “It’s a good year if you’ve got a hit,” were 
pretty ineffective. 

Too few had hits and those possessing them didn’t have to put their 
ear to the ground to hear the squawks of a public outraged at paying 
premiums of $10 and $15. The margin left the brokers after paying for 
the tickets to dead ones they were forced to buy with premiums from the 
hits they were eager to get wasn’t sufficient to comfort their nerves, 
ragged from the risks they were constantly taking, while the managers 
with hits, between the yelps of the public and the thought of so much 
money going to others for their tickets, were far from happy. 





And now for the climax promised in the introduction. 
sniping is going on in an effort to wreck the mibvement. Some of the 
smaller brokers are grumbling and mentioning “boloney.” This is natu- 
ral, since there can be little chance for the four-ticket man in the new 
scheme, which, if it eventuates, will probably develop into a two or three 
company affair with McBride’s on the one hand and an amalgamation or 
two of some of the remaining important brokers on the other. : Some 
managers are reported as denying they signed, or that having signed, it 
means anything, while others are said to be engineering buys that run 
indefinitely beyond March 1, 


The usual 


All of these rumors may be true, but the point to remember is this: 
The steering committee has announced the appointment of an auxiliary 
group to work out the details of the plan and on that committee, jin 
addition to brokers and managers, is a representative of the Actors’ 
Equity Association and one of the Dramatists’ Guild. As far back as 
the meeting of the American Theatre Board a year ago these organiza- 
tions became convinced that a system which scattered millions spent for 
tickets outside the box office was uneconomic for both the actor and 
| dramatist. Having reached this decision, the two groups have studied 
jtheir basic agreements and the statutes. It will be their privilege to 
announce just what they have discovered on the right cue, but the 
nature of their discoveries makes the committee feel pretty cheerful 
about the strategic date of March 1, 











| ws 
For what shall it profit a man if he own the whole world full of theatres 
and lose his own plays and players? Let any of the boys who are con- 
templating running out laugh that off. 
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Papa Juan, $19,000, Leads 





Phila: 


Robin Hood’ Revival, Shubert, Flop 





gusiness in local legit houses 
continued promising and well above 
early fall averazge, 
was no “Whoopee” 
at smash figures. 


although there 
to lead the pack 


+ 
Philadelphia, Jan, 21. | 
| 
' 
| 
'] 


Offerings that reported profitable | 


box office response were “Papa}| 
Juan,” “Dear Old England,” “Jour- | 
ney’s End,” “Sari,” “New Moon’ 


and probably “Naughty Marietta.’ 


| 


Real surprise dramatic smash was | 


“Papa Juan,” which went 
last half of the week and claimed al- 


most $19,000. Two-week engage- 
ment of this Skinner piece at the 
Broad was a real sensation and 


started show off on tour under new 
management with a bang. Could 
have held here a month and made 
money. 

“Journey's End,’ which had been | 
dramatic leader until “Papa~Juan” | 
struck town, reported around $14,- | 
000 in its fourth week at the Lyric. | 

| 
i 
| 





May round out another month. 

‘Dear Old England,” which start- | 
ed very lightly at the Adelphi un- 
der the auspices of the Professional | 
Players and then began to climb} 
about the middle of its first week, 
jumped to $10,000:in second week, 
thus justifying decision to move it 
to Chestnut. It is being announced 
for only a single week at. latter 
house, but probably will stay a fort- 
night. 

City’s fourth non-musical, “Es- 
capade,” very low in final week at 
the Walnut, reporting around $4,000. 

“The New Moon” again led the 
“eye-and-ear” shows in fourth week 
at the Forrest. Last two weeks are 
being announced, but if trade holds 
up management will probably try 
to round out two months’ stay in 
all. Upstairs biz is tremendous 
here. 

Mitzi’s revival of her old light 
“Sari,” presented by 
Eugene Andreé, Hungarian im- 
presario, at the Garrick last week, 
but taken over about Wednesday by 
George Wintz, got good notices and 
climbed all week. Here again bal- 
cony and gallery draw was biggest; 
both went clean virtually every per- 
formance. “Sari” moved to Shu- 
bert for this week and advance is 
heavy. 

“Naughty Marietta” claimed sat- 
isfactory business in. second and 
final week at Keith’s. Advance fer 
“Babes in Toyland” indicates it will 
do well, “Robin Hood,” fourth 
musical, was total flop in fortnight 
at Shubert. 

This week sees plenty of activity 
with “The Infinite Shoeblack,” 
fourth Professional Players’ offering 
at the Adelphi; “Jenny,” with Jane 
Cowl, at the Walnut; “Porgy” (re- 
turn) at the Broad; “Even in 
Egypt,” try-out with George Jessel, 
at the Garrick, and “Babes” at 
Keith's. 

Next Monday brings William Gil- 
lette’s “Sherlock Holmes” into 
Broad, and Thursday finds “The In- 
ternational Revue” at the Shubert. 
Bookings for Feb. 3 to date include 
“Rope’s End” at Walnut, “Fortune 
Teller” at Keith’s, “Hot Chocolates” 
at the Garrick and animal picture, 
“Hunting Tigers in India,” at Chest- 
nut. Last-named house gets Fritz 
Leiber’s Shakespearean outfit Feb. 
17, and “Scandals” comes to Shubert 
on the 10th. 

Estimates of the Week 

“Porgy” (Broad, one week only)— 
Advance indicates almost capacity 
week. Gillette in “Sherlock Holmes” 
next Monday. “Papa Juan” real 
smash at $19,000 last week. 

- “Sari” (Shubert, one week only)— 
Moved here from Garrick. “ Robin 
Hood” total flop in two weeks here. 
“International Revue” next Thurs- 
day. 

“Even in Egypt” (Garrick, first 
week)—George Jessel comedy try- 
out in for fortnight. “Sari” built 
steadily all week to $17,000 or better. 

“Infinite Shoeblack” (Adelphi, first 
week)—Fourth offering under aus- 
pices of Professional Players. “Dear 
Old England” hopped to $10,000 last 


week and has beer? moved to 
Chestnut. 
“Jenny” (Walnut, first week)— 


Jane Cowl in for two weeks with 
matinee advance heavy. “Escapade” 
not over $4,000 last week. 

“Dear Old England” (Chestnut, 
first week)—Moved here from Adel- 
phi with good prospects for fort- 
night. Then animal picture and 
after that Fritz Leiber. House has 
been dark two weeks. 

“Babes in Toyland” (Keith’s, first 
week)—Looks to be biggest of Vic- 
tor Herbert Revivals. “Naughty 
Marietta” probably profitable, how- 
ever, in two weeks. 

“Journey's End” (Lyric, 5th week) 
—Off from initial pace, but still 
solid hit. Over $14,000. 

“New Moon” (Forrest, 5th week) 
—Also off from first gait, but town’s 
leader at that, with about $30,000. 





Claudette Colbert on Air 
Claudette Colbert, from legit, will 
go on the air for Paramount over 
the Columbia system Feb. 6. Ac- 


clean the 





Shows in Rehearsal 


“You Don’t Say” (J. J. Le- 
venthal), Bryant Hall. 

“Rebound” . (Arthur Hop- 
kins), Plymouth. 

“9:15 Revue” (Ruth Sel- 
wyn), Belmont 

“Echo” (Harold Winston), 
Lyric Studios 

“Flying High” (George 
White), Apollo. 

“Simple Simon” (Florenz 


Ziegfeld), Ziegfeld 


“Street Scene” No. 3 (W. A. 


Brady), Playhouse. 
“Juno and Paycock” (Irish 
Players), Irish Theatre. 
“International Revue” (Lew 


Leslie), Shubert. 
“Out of a Blue Sky” (Tom 
Van Dycke), Booth. 
“Apron | Strings” 
Haring), Bijou. 


COPS THREATEN MORE 
SUNDAY DANCE ACTION 


(Forrest 














Magistrate Edward Walsh in 
West Side Court granted adjourn- 


29 to six persons 
connected with the Guild and the 
Craig theatres, who were served 
with summonses for violating sec- 
tion 2152 of the Penal Law that 
deals with giving dance recitals on 
Sunday. 
Three 
mons at 


ment until Jan. 


with sum- 
Walter Hampden 
theatre will answer their sum- 
monses tomorrow (Thurs). They 
will ask for an adjournment until 
the same date-so that all the cases 
may be heard at the same time. 

In the meantime, the bluecoats 
that took shorthand notes of the 
performance have transcribed them 
and they will be examined by the 
corporation counsel to see if the city 
has a case. 

The serving of the police sum- 
monses was done quietly and after 
the shows were over. The managers 
contend they have violated no law. 
They assert that as long as they 
don’t change the scenery they are 
within the law. 

Many theatre owners and man- 
agers came to West Side Court to 
see how the defendants fared. The 
defendants were paroled in the cus- 
tody. of their attorneys. They en- 
tered formal pleas of not guilty. 

Police Captain Louis Dittman, 
47th street, bought the tickets at 
the Guild and Craig theatres. Cap- 
tain Edmund Meade of the West 
68th street bought them for the 
cops to attend the Hampden theatre. 

The police stated that they in- 
tend to serve summonses again next 
Sunday if recitals take place. Both 
these theatres are booked for sev- 
eral Sundays and tickets have been 
purchased far in advance. ° 

Injunction by the managers is 
hardly necessary unless the coppers 
interfere at the place, which is re- 
motely probable. The attorneys for 
the defendants were asked to com- 
ment. 

The defendants in the Guild and 
Craig theatres are respectively: 
Max A, Meyer, manager; Leah Car- 
penter, ticket taker; Elsie Nichols, 
ticket seller. 

(Craig theatre) defendants: 
George McGregor, manager; George 
McElroy, ticket seller; Henry Ward, 
ticket taker. 


others served 


the 





Endor-Leedom Suit Delay 


Atlantic City, Jan. 21. 

The alienation suit for $400,000 
instituted by Mrs. Doris K. Endor, 
divorced wife of Charles (Chick) 
Endor, against Mrs. Edna Leedom 
Doelger, former actress and wife 
of Frank G. Doelger, heir to an 
$8,000,000 brewery fortune, has been 
postponed until some date in Feb- 
ruary. 

The case was to have come up 
Monday before Judge Sooy in the 
Circuit court, but was held over 
because Julius Lichstein, of Jersey 
City, counsel for Mrs. Doelger, is 
confined to his home by illness. 





ERROL AS PAR M. C. 


Hollywood, Jan. 21. 
Leon Errol will be brought here 
to m.c. for “Paramount On Pa- 
rade,” revue. 
Except for the introductory pat- 











tress under contract to this com- 
pany. 


ter the picture is now complete 
other than for one short sequence. 


‘SAP’ CAST PERCENTAGE 


Arrangement Also Calls For Split 
On Possible Picture Rights 





“The Sap From Syracuse,” which 
opened at the Harris under the title 
of “So Was Napoleon,” was for a 
time doubtful of continuing this 
week, but under an arrangement 
with the actors will play at least 
one more week, remaining longer 
if business warrants. 

The players are working under 
a percentage plan. They are to re- 
ceive a pro rata split on takings 
over $1,500 and up to $5,500. If the 
gross exceeds the latter figure full 
salaries are -payable. The actors 
are also to receive 10% of the pic- 
ture rights if or when sold, 


FUTURE PLAYS 


“Apron Strings,” by- Dorrance 
Davis, which Forrest Haring is pro- 
ducing, will bow.in cold at a Broad- 
way house Feb. 10. Cast includes 
Jefferson De Angelis, Maidel Turner, 








Walter Glass, Ethel Intripodi and 
others, 

‘Rebound,” by Donald Ogden 
Stewart and produced by Arthur 


Hopkins, bows in at the Plymouth, 
New York, Feb. 3... Cast includes the 
author, Hope Williams, Donn Cook, 
Walter Walker, Robert Wiliiams, 
George MacQuarrie, Corinne 
Katherine Leslie and Ada Potter. 


208s, 


Little Show” at the Music Box, New 
York, when the latter departs 
the road Feb. 1. 


manding 70%. of. intake and demand- 
ing house share on 21 stagehands, 
is reported holding up the deal. 
Sam H. Harris, sojourning in 
Florida, has been sounded on the 
unusual terms, with nothing set un- 
til Harris okays. 

Elsa Shelley has been selected by 
Irving Kaye Davis, playwright, for 
the one-character play written by 
himself, called “Courtesan,” which 
he will produce on his own hook. 
Rehearsals scheduled for next week. 

George Ford is returning to pro- 
ducing after three years of retire- 
ment as author-producer of “Gulli- 
ver’s Travels,” now casting and due 
for rehearsal in two weeks. Ford 
previously figured as producer of 


the Fields-Rodgers-Hart musical 
“Dearest Enemy.” 
“You Don’t Say,” new musical 


starring Mary Hay and produced 
by J. J. Leventhal, will bow in at 
Werba’s Flatbush, Brooklyn, Feb, 3, 
and comes into a New York house 
the week following. 


“Way of the World,” by Asthur 
Ward, is listed as first for Harry 
Rankin Productions, Inc.‘ It goes 
into rehearsal next week and opens 
cold at a New York house Feb. 17. 

Cast includes Frank = Farrell, 
Marion Clare, Lulu Heaney, Tom 
Franklyn, Joseph Grady, Luke 
Kellar and others. Harry Rankin is 
directing. 


“The Hometowners,” by George 
M. Cohan, will be revived by the 
Washington Square Players at the 
Gansevoort, Greenwich Village, New 
York, as their next bill, succeeding 
current revival of “Seven Keys to 
Baldpate” Feb. 3. 


“The Little Show” winds up its 
season at the Music Box, New York, 
Feb, 1, and will be sent on tour. 

A new and ~second: edition of 
“Little Show” is now in the mak- 
ing and will open in March, 


, Joe Wright, formerly connected 
with Walter Plimmer, ig taking a 
flier as legit producer with “South 
Sea Love.” Now casting and goes 
into rehearsal next week. 





One Show Out 


One sghow will close this Satur- 
day. Another two are on the verge, 
but in the case of one, removal to 
another house is claimed. 

“It Never Rains,” independently) 
presented, will bow out of the El- 
tinge. Has been on for 10 weeks, 
first showing at the Repwblic. Busi- 
ness weak all the way, with cast 
said to be commonwealth lately. 





SEVEN 
Opened Dec. 27. Second 
stringers caught this one. 
Variety (Rush) said: “Brief 
cut-rate stay sums it up.” 











JUDITH ANDERSON ILL 
Chicago, Jan. 21. 
Judith Anderson has left “Strange 
Interlude” on account of illness. 
Gale Sondergaard, from “Red Rust” 
in New York, replaced. 
Miss Anderson will return in two 
weeks. ; 





“The 9-15 Revue” may follow “The | 
for | 


Heavy hookup on the revue, de- | 





Legger Meets Art 


A former bootlegger is back- 
ing a forthcoming Broadway 
drama, explaining “that while 
he once cleaned up in his racket, 
he thinks backing shows less 
hazardous. 

He was given a shock last 
week when one of the leads, 


a $400 a week actor, walked 
up and returned the script, 
saying: “I don’t think I would 


be happy in the part.” 

The ‘’legger cannot get over 
an actor tossing aside “400 
cocoanuts,” as he put it. 











Clark-McCullough Served 
In “Bath Between” Suit 


Bobby Clark and Paul McCul- 
lough were served with papers last 
week in the suit of. Chuckles, Inc., 
against the team and Fox’ Films 
Corporation for $100,000. Fox com- 
pany .was served with the papers 
earlier in the season. 


Chuckles, Inc., is holding all 
three parties liable for the $100,- 
000 which.it claims is due for in- 
infringement on the play “Chuck- 
les;" through producing and dis- 
tributing the Fox talking -: short, 


“The Bath Between.” 


Chuckles, Inc., demands that all 
negative and positive prints be 


turned over for destruction and an 
accounting. ot all profits: derived. 
Lou Randall and David Greenstein 
representing Chuckles. 





CAST CHANGES 


A number of Guild cast changes 
have gone into effect. 

Alexander Kirkland goes into 
“Meteor,” replacing Douglas Mont- 
gomery. Ernest Cossart has been 
recalled from the Guild touring 
company to enter cast of “The Ap- 
ple Cart,” the Guild’s next for New 
York with Harry Mestayer sup- 
planting in the tourists. - 

Frank Conroy goes into “Strange 
Interlude,” eastern company, dis- 
placing George Gaul who shifts to 
another assignment in same com- 
pany, with Ralph Morgan hopping 
into assignment of Tom Powers 
with company at the Blackstone, 
Chicago, and with Powers .recalled 
to appear in a forthcoming Guild 
production, 

Marjorie Lytell replaced Pauline 
‘Drake in “It Never Rains.” 

Ralph Morgan. replaces _ Tom 
Powers in “Strange Interlude,” Chi- 
cago. Powers enters the New York 
icast of “Applecart.” 

Thomas W. Ross for “Your Uncle 
‘Dudley,’ New York, replaced Walter 
Connolly. 


Town Stock Subsidy 


Albany, Jan. 21. 
To maintain spoken drama in Al- 
bany, a-group of influential busi- 
ness men of Albany met with mem- 
bers of the Chamber of Commerce 
and agreed to give the Capitol Play- 

ers financial and moral support. 
These men have planned a city 
campaign to obtain a subscription 
list that will insure the theatre at- 
tendance. In this campaign the 
women’s clubs, dramatic groups, 
college and service clubs will be ap- 
pealed to. The group is headed by 
Peter D. Kiernan. The stock com- 
pany has been playing 17 weeks. 
The management broke even in only 





| 
| 





in the others, 





Row On Lambs’ Prices 

Shepherd Fritz Williams has 
called “a special meeting of the 
Lambs on the demand of a faction 
within the club. This faction ap- 
| pears to be dissatisfied with prices 
| charged in the dining rooms. 

It was explained that under the 
| rules the Lambs must call a special 
meeting upon petition of 20 or more 
members. Such a petition was filed 
| Prices for a la carte service were 
raised several times recently, which 
inspired the petition. As in most 
fone the dining service is a losing 
i 
| 








proposition. 


New “City Haul” Shift 
| The 


}at the 
hands, 


management of 
Hudson has again changed 

Show is now controlled 
| Virtually in whole by its author. 
| Elizabeth Miele. ~The presentation 
Was made by Gil Boag. Arthur 
} Klein stepped in and helped with 
salaries one Saturday. 

A few days later _he stepped oui 
and Miss Miele took charge. Busi- 
ness is said to have improved 
slightly last week, but trade woulki 
have to jump materially for the at 
traction to operate at a profit, 


“City Haul” 








two of these weeks and lost heavily | 
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BUT 2 COMMONWEALTH 
PRODUCTIONS IN SIGHT 


Few commonwealths-are listed at 
Equity this week for the first time 
in months. 

Despite unemployment in the legit 
field through retarded local pro- 
duction activity and the road gone, 
it looks like the troupers are smart- 
ing up and no longer playing with 
the shoestringers. 

Equity has discouraged it’s mem- 
bership from - waiving security, 
which is the out for the short roll 
producer since it takes his pro- 
duction beyond the pale of Equity 
supervision other than that he must 
employ 100% Equity cast. 

Only two commonwealth, bond- 
waiving attractions are listed for 
the month, Hyman Adler’s forth- 
coming “Challenge of Youth” and 
“Juno and the' Paycock” revival for 
the Irish Theatre, Greenwich Vil- 
lage. Both attractions are reported 
operating on a minimum wage ar- 
rangement with cast against per- 
centage, but neither with bond up. 

Equity, under current regulations 
cannot restrain its members from 
appearing in productions on the 
gambling basis, merely advising 
against it. 

Few of the gambling casts ‘ever 
get a break even when productions 
hit with exception of the’ cast of 
“Cat and the Canary” produced by 
Kilbourn rordon several seasons 
back. Gordon, unlike other pro- 
ducers clicking on same basis, 
maintained the percentage arrange- 
ment throughout two seasons run 
of the piece and with the actors 
share of the takings far in excess of 
former set salaries. The others 
generally reorganized and put the 
cast on a salary basis after a show 
got- over instead of cutting the 
profit plum with them. 

With the legit actors now thumbs 
down on any approach for common- 
wealth productions things are get- 
ting tougher and tougher -for the 
short rollers and a lot of’ them 
will have to go to work. 


Deadlock of Producer, 
Author to Arbitrator 


Brady & Wiman have filed 
charges against John Floyd, co- 
author of “Mrs. Cook’s Tour,” with 
Dramatists’ Guild, alleging breach 
of contract. Producers maintain 
that Floyd has failed to make re- 
quired revisions in script of. play 
which was withdrawn after tryout, 
Floyd wrote the piece in collaborae- 
tion with T. Kerby Hawkes and has 
entered a general denial to the pro- 
ducers’ complaint. 

Brady and Wiman state they have 
invested $70,000 in the production 
and that present charges against 
the playwright have been made to 
protect their investment. They 
claim that Floyd has refused to 
co-operate in turning in ar accept- 
able revised script and ask that the 
Dramatists’ Guild permit their call- 
ing in a third collaborator. Floyd 
claims he has made a script which 
the producers have refused to ac- 
cept, and he says he intends to pre- 
vent, as far as possible, the calling 
in of a seript doctor. 

Dramatists’ Guild has sent the 
matter to arbitration. with William 
A. Brady, Sr., selected to represent 
Brady & Wiman in arbitration, 
while Charles Richman will appear 
for Floyd. 


AHEAD AND BACK 


Forrest Crosman, ahead; James 
Carroll, back, “Vanities” (Erlanger), 
Chicago. 

Tom Kane, ahead and back, “Let 
Us Be Gay” (Studebaker), Chicago. 

Bernard Sobel, ahead: Victor 
Kiraly, back, “Whoopee” (Illinois), 
Chicago. 

George Holland, 
ager for Coast “June ...oon,” 

Capt. George Mea-nes doing pub- 
licity for “City Haul.” 





mpany man- 


Charles Vion, company manager 
for “Strike Up the Band”: Arthur 
Kober, publicity. 


TIBBETT’S M-G DEAL 

Lawrence Tibbett, Metropolitan 
Opera tenor, has an arrangement 
with Metro for one operetta yearly 
on an option basis extending for 
several years. 

This permits Tibbett to continue 
at the opera and make his usual 
concert tour. 


SUNDAY LEGISLATION 
That section of the Lankford 
bill aiming to prohibit Sunday per- 
formances to any attractions trav- 
eling in interstate commerce is in- 
corporated in a genera! story in the 
picture section of this issue. 
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‘Strike Up Band $33,000 Start; 
| Bway | Hits Bigger, Others Lower 


Business was okay last week for 
the front runners, that being true 
generally when there is a down- 
ward tendency generally. There 
are at least eight musicals drawing 
big money and eight or nine dramas 
and comedies getting real coin. The 


dark group on Broadway comprises | 


15 theatres. 

A new winner came 
week in Edgar Selwyn’s musical, 
“Strike Up the Band.” It opened 
Tuesday at $11 top. Regular scale 
thereafter was $6.60 high and the 
takings in seven performances went 
close to $33,000. That meant con- 
siderable standee trade. This week 
should see a. gross of $36,000, the 
agencies finding the tickets in heavy 
demand, 

Last week’s other entrants didn’t 


to town last 


mean much. ‘Nancy’s Private 
Affair” has some chance at the 
Vanderbilt at moderate money; 
“Everything’s Jake” was liked at 
the Assembly, a little theatre; 
“Phantgms” at Wallack’s’ should 


have been taken off; “The Sap From 
Syracuse,” which started the pre- 
vious week, was about to fold Sat- 
urday, but is playing co-operative. 

Frenchmen Still Tops in Call 

Among the musicals, “Fifty Mil- 
lion Frenchmen” is rated first call- 
ed in the agencies and is capacity 
at $45,000; “Sons o’ Guns,” however, 
is on a par-and in fact tops Broad- 
way with a weekly pace of $48,000; 
nearest to the actual leaders last 
week appeared to be “Bitter Sweet” 
which claimed $40,000; “Sketch 
Book” was rated over $35,000, with 
“Sweet Adeline” a bit less; “Wake 
Up and Dream” eased somewhat, 
though claiming well over $30,000; 
“Heads Up” maintains a steady and 
profitable gait, $30,000; “Top Speed” 


never a real draw, $25,000; “Won- 
derful Night,” “Street Singer,” 
“Little Show” and “Woof Woof” 


complete the field, the latter the 
weakest; “Little Show” tours after 
another week. 

The non-musical field is now 
bunched as to leadership. “Strictly 
Dishonorable” appears jo be the 
actual leader at close to $22,000, and 
has top call for tickets; “June 
Moon” and “It’s a Wise Child” also 
approximated the same gross; “Ber- 
keley Square” was next, with over 
$19,000; “Young Sinners,” $18,000; 
“Meteor,” $16,000; “First Mrs. 
Fraser,” $15,000; “Death Takes a 
Holiday” and “Waterloo Bridge” 
around $14,000; “Street Scene” and 
“Red Dust,” 

“Michael, Mary” Good 

In addition to these “Michael 
and Mary” is rated very good 
at the little Hopkins; “The Crimi- 
nal Code,” over $10,000; “Sub- 
way Express,” $10,000; “Bird in 
Hand” and “Mendel, Inc.,” $9,000; 
“Children of Darkness,’ $8,500; 
“Broken Dishes,” $8,000; “Salt 
Water,” $7,500; “Your Uncle Dud- 
ley,” $7,000, with the balance $5,000 
and less, one show getting about 
$2,500. Some of the light gross 
shows, however, are said to be 
showing a profit. 

The new show list is weak. Only 
two new productions this week. 
Next week will offer “Recapture” 
at the Eltinge; “Sari” will be re- 
vived at the Liberty; “The Women 
Have Their Way” will be added to 
the Civic Repertory and “General 
John Regan” will replace the “Play- 
boy of the Western World” in the 


Village. “Seven” closes at the Re- 
Public, which gets “Subway Ex- 
press,” moving from the Liberty, 


while “It Never Rains” stops at the 
Eltinge.” Other weak shows prob- 
ably will be added to this week’s 
exiting list. 


PITTSBURGH FIGURES 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 21. 

With the legit field to himself again, 
Thurston, at Alvin, played near ca- 
pacity in second and last week. At 
$1.50 top, equaled initia] takings of 
$13,000, and could have stayed an- 
other fortnight, but house is booked 
for several weeks. “Night in Ven- 
ice,” return, current. 

Sharp stock at Pitt continued good 
takings with “The Nut Farm.” 

Nixon reopened this week with 
“Gambling” and special mats of 
“Sporting Blood” after two weeks of 
darkness, and will follow up with 
“Brothers” and “Papa Juan.” 





Singer-Stone Co. Blows 


Spokane, Jan. 21. 
After six weeks of less than fair 
business, the Music Box Company 
folded up. 
The all-musical resident show 
failed to click from the start. Open- 
ed by Harry Stone and John Singer. 


f 








Hub’s Weather Bad 


Boston, Jan. 21. 


Five legitimate shows in town 
last week didn’t fare so well be- 
cause of bad weather days. 

“Pygmalion” at the Hollis did 
very well. The Tremont theatre 
saw its last week of “Hot Chocp- 
lates” and now is dark. 


At the Shubert “Pleasure Bound” 


did $26,000. Figure not extremely 
high for that house. 
The Majestic slid off $2,000 to 


$18,000 with Fritzi Scheff in Victor 
Herbert’s “Mile. Modiste.” Eleanor 
Painter in “The Fortune Teller” re- 
placed there this week. 

At the bottom of the list stands 
the Plymouth where “The House of 
Fear’ ended a week’s engagement. 
“Little Accident,” that finished in 
Philadelphia last week, opened. Mon- 
day in place of “The House of 
Fear.” 

Last Week’s Figures 

“Pleasure Bound”—Shubert. Third 
week, $26,000. 
“Pygmalion”—Hollis. 

Theatre 


Third week 
of Guild production, 
000. 

“The Fortune Hunter” with Elea- 
nor Painter— Majestic. Fritzi 
Scheff in Victor Herbert’s “Mlle. 
Modiste” closed at $18,000. 

“Little Accident”—Plymouth. “The 
House of Fear’ closed at $8,000. 

Dark—Tremont. “Hot Chocolates” 
did $12,000 last week. 


FRISCO GROSSES 


San Francisco, Jan, 21. 
about average, with 
at the Curran topping 

This new operetta in its 

production grossed $16,- 





3usiness 
“Bambina” 
the list. 
premiere 
600. 

Columbia had the Columbia Grand 
Opera Company in repertoire and 
got $15,000 with indications coming 
week will be much bigger. 

Kolb and Dill in “Give and Take” 
at Henry Duffy’s Alcazar in first 
week hit below $4,000. “She 
Couldn’t Say No” with Charlotte 
Greenwoo1i at President maintained 
usual pace, about $7,000, closing 
suddenly. 

The Capitol had “Bad Babies” but 
draw very light. Management 
claimed $7,000 but in doubt. 





Rehearsing Coast “June Moon” 


Los Angeles, Jan. 21. 
“June Moon” rehearsals started 
at the Belasco theatre this week. 
Patricia Henry, Bram Nossen, Oscar 
Apfel, Morris Foster, Harry Willard 
ana Biss Strauss reading parts. 
Frederick Sullivan is casting. 


$15,- | 
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ROSCOE AILS 


Schwab & Mandel “New Moon” Co. 








Enroute 
Direction LOUIS SHURR 
Harriet Pettibone Clinton, “Mil- 
waukee Leader,” said: “In Roscoe | 
Ails meet the personification of 
comedy and gyrating dance. Un- | 
| believable steps slip nonchalantly | 
from this fine comedian’s limber | 
legs. The comical contrast on jerk- | 


Ails achieves is the panacea for any 
kind of audience in any kind of 
operetta or musical.” 





“Journey’s End” 4 Shows 
In Minn. Does $10,000 


Minneapolis, Jan. 21. 

Here for only three nights and a 
matinee, “Journey’s End,” at the 
Metropolitan, played to large audi- 
ences, but short of capacity. Around 
$10,000 for four performances at $3 
top. Fine, considering 15 below zero 
temperatures and blizzards. 

“The Bachelor Father’ was only 
a fair draw for the Bainbridge dra- 
matic stock company at the Shubert, 
getting about $4,500. 

Stock burlesque continues to have 
tough sledding at the Palace where 
“Naughty Nifties” grossed only 
around $3,000. 





Leslie Picks Majestic 


“The International Revue” will 
probably be spotted at the Majestic, 
a Shubert theatre. Lew Leslie first 
planned showing in an Erlanger 
house, but none of the required size 
wags available for the booking. 

The operating cost of the revue 
is said to be exceptional, with a 
reported salary roll of $22,000 week- 
ly, thereby requiring a large ca- 





pacity theatre. 





‘Nina Rosa’ Does $30,000 in Chi; 
‘Queen’ Only Dud at $9,000 Total 





Chicago, Jan. 21. 
Loop legit business was all- 
around excellent. Only weakness 


recorded among 12 attractions was 
Pauline Frederick’s new piece, 
“Queen Was in the Parlor.” Drama 
received poor notices and was not 
above $8,000 in its first week at the 
Garrick, 

“Show Boat” concluded a good 15- 
week run at the Illinois, leading 
everything, and went on the road, 
“Whoopee” replacing. There was 
some hesitation late in December, 
when the outlook was gloomy, re- 
garding booking “Whoopee” here, 
but all Ziegfeld’s fears have now 
been allayed by a brisk advance, 
with agency demands very good. 

“Animal Crackers” in its fifth 
week at the Grand did near capacity 
to remain a comfort to Sam H. 
Harris as producer. 

“Nina Rosa,” the much revised 
Shubert operetta at the Great 
Northern, began with a flourish and 
the demand is growing. “Vanities” 
opened with strength at the Er- 
langer, also near capacity. 

“Strange Interlude” is steady at 
the Blackstone. The other big 
money makers, “Street Scene” and 
“June Moon,” also held in the 
groove. 

At the Princess “Infinite Shoe- 
black” ended a four-week run, 
topping own previous figure and 
went to Philly. “The Matriarch,” 
a GB Stern adaptation of the G. B. 
Stern novel, opened with most of 
the London cast. 


Cut rates helped “Illegal Prac- 
tice” at the Playhouse, and the 
play stays on. Studebaker con- 
tinues dark this week, with “Let 
Us Be Gay” opened Jan. 27. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Animal Crackers” (Grand, 5th 

week). Rolling along at $33,000, 


which is only $1,000 under the pre- 
vious week. Agency plugging. 
“Bird in Hand” (Harris, 5th week). 


Off to $12,000, but that is a profit- 
able figure. Complaint is too much 
smart dialog, if that is a com- 
plaint. 

“Blackbirds” (Adelphi, 9th week) 
Up $1,000 over the previous week to 
$17,000 and with prospective ad- 
vance through conventions bring- 
ing the city 50,000 showgoers, sees 
at least three more profitable weeks 
ahead, 

“Illegal Practice” (Playhouse, 6th 
week). Steady at $5,000 and saved 
by two-for-ones. 

“June Moon” (Selwyn, 5th week). 
There is no complaint; $19,000 for 
this comedy, 

“Nina Rosa” (Great Northern, 2d 
week). Was slow the first two days, 
but received big notices and busi- 
ness jumped. Around $30,000. 

“Queen Was in the Parlor’ (Gar- 
rick, 2d week). Cricks didn't like 
Pauline Frederick as a queen of a 
European principality with a Paris 
past and attendant bunko. Weak 
start at $9,000, most of which was 
the natural Frederick draw and not 
the drama itself. 

“The Matriarch” (Princess, Iist 
week). Fourth play on the Dra- 
matic League of Chicago schedule, 
opening Tuesday with Constance 
Collier starred. 

“Street Scene” (Apollo, 5th week) 
A drop of only one G to $23,000 for 
the city’s leading drama. Advance 
demand is excellent. 

“Strange Interlude” (Blackstone, 
8th week). House held to the same 
reliable $19,000. In addition the 
week's Monday advance was $5,000, 
a record for that day. Balcony and 
gallery sales continue big. 

“Vanities” (Erlanger, 2d week). 
Despite noncommittal notices this 
began excellently with $30,000. 
W. C. Fields appears to be the 
draw. Booked in for three 
only, it should do well during that 
time. 

“Whoopee” (Illinois, ist week). 
Eddie Cantor and cohorts replaced 





“Show Boat.” 


weeks | 


ing muscles and the innocent face | 


Shows in N. Y. and Comment 





mediocrity or loss. 


in business necessary for musical attraction as against dramatic 


play is also considered. 


admission scale given below. 


Figures estimated and comment point to some attractions bein 
| successful, while the same gross accredited to others might suggest 
{ The variance is explained in the difference in 
, house capacities with the varying overhead. Also the size of cast, 
| with consequent difference in necessary gross of profit. 
| 


Classification of attraction, house capacity and top prices of the 
Key to classification: 
D (drama); R (revue); M (musical comedy); F (farce); O (operetta). 


= 


Variance 


C (comedy); 








Admission tax applies 


“Berkeley Square,” Lyc: 
week) 


im (12th 


(C-957-$4.40). Broadway's 
business remains good for leading 
attractions which are holding pre- 
vious week’s pace Berkeley” over 
$19,000 ‘ 

“Bird in Hand,” Forrest (43d week) 
(CD-1,015-$3.85). May run out the 
season; got $9,000 last week: 
making money right along; has 


not been in cut rates as yet. 


| “Bitter Sweet,” Ziegfeld (12th week) 
Should last until | 
perhaps | 


(M-1,622-$6.60). 


Washington's birthday, 


longer; due to move to another 
house soon: business claimed 
around $40,000 mark. 

“Broken Dishes,” Masque (12th 
week) (C-700-$3). Doesn't cost 
much to operate this small east! 
comedy; moderate mone. from 
the start, but claimed profit: 
$7,000 to $8,000. 

“City Haul,” Hudson (4th week) | 


(CD-1,094-$3). Slow improvement; 


change in management, show now 


being operated by author; not 
rated over $4,000. 
\“Children of Darkness,” Biltmore 
(83d week) (D-1,000-$3.85). Im- 


| 





proved somewhat with fairly good 
agency support; takings nearly 
$8,500 and hopeful of climbing. 


“Death Takes a Holiday,’ Barry- 
more (5th week) (D-1,090-$3). 
Claimed to be picking up right 
along with increased agency 
sales; last week’s takings esti- 
mated around $14,000. 

“Fifty Million Frenchmen,” Lyric 


(9th week) (M-1,406-$6.60). One 
of two big shots on musical list; 
capacity rules all performances 
for a $45,000 weekly pace. 

“First Mrs. Fraser,” Playhouse (5th 
week) (CD-879-$3.85). Extra mat- 
inee to be added starting this 
week; business virtual capacity 
to date with $15,000 pace. 

“Heads Up,” Alvin (llth week) (M- 
1,387-$5.50). Good business pre- 
vails here; not actually up to mu- 
sical leaders, but quite profitable 
at better than $30,000. 

“Her Delicate Condition,” Little (C- 
530-$3). Possible added entrant 
this week, with Saturday (Jan. 25) 
mentioned as opening date. 

“Houseparty,” 48th St. (20th week) 
(D-969-$3). Will probably leave 
after another week, at which time 
“The Boundary Line” is due: cur- 
rent show a bit over $4,000 last 
week. 

“Inspector Kennedy,” Bijou (6th 
week) (CD-605-$3). William Hodge 
preparing a new play, indicating 
this one won't stay much longer; 
$5,000 to $6,000 estimated. . 

“It Never Rains,” Eltinge (10th 
week) (C-892-$3). Final week; 
lately cast has been on percentage 
and getting very little coin; “Re- 
capture” due next week. 

“Journey’s End,” Miller’s (45th 
week) (D-946-$4.40). Eased off to 
$11,000, which is lowest figure to 
date, but should keep that pace 
into spring and to profit. 

“Josef Suss,” Erlanger (list week) 
(D-1,520-$3). Presented by Charles 
Dillingham; adapted by Ashley 
Dukes from the novel “Power”; 
“Jew Suss,” the original title; 
opened Monday. 

“June Moon,” Broadhurst (16th 
week) (C-1,118-$3.85). About tied 
for first money last week at $22,- 
000; had been the gross leader of 
non-musicals and still very big. 

“Mendel, Inc.,” Ritz (9th week) (C- 
945 -$3.85). The party show; 
nearly every night some organiza- 
tion buys a part or all of the ca- 
pacity; $9,000 and better for a 
claimed profit. 

“Meteor,” Guild (th week) 
914-$3). Confident this one will 
extend well beyond Guild’s six 
weeks’ subscription period; busi- 
ness around $16,000 weekly. 

“Nancy’s Private Affair,” Vander- 
bilt (24 week) (C-771-$3). Re- 
viewers did not treat new com- 
edy kindly, but some indication 
during first week of being mod- 
erate money sticker; about $6,000. 

“Phantoms,” Wallack’s (2d week) 
(CD-770-$3). Doesn’t seem to 
mean a thing: first week’s gross 
was less than $3,000, with actors 
supposed to work for cakes, 


(CD- 


“Red Rust,” Beck (6th week) (D- 
1,189 - $3). After strong start, 
began to slip last week, when 
about $12,000 was the gross; quite 
a profit at the pace, 

“Salt Water,” John Golden (9th 
week) (C-900-$3). Laugh show 


getting between $7,000 and $8,000 
and apparently making a little 
money; may move if “Even in 
Egypt” is readied during try-out. 


“Scandals,” Apollo (18th week) (R-| 


1,168-$6.60). Last tl 
ported, with new musical, “Flying 
High,” due mid-February; revue's 
takings about $27,000 last week. 
“Seven,” Republic (5th week) -(D 
901-$3). Final week, although 


' 
ree weeks re- | 


on tickets over $3 


$4,500 


SS moves over 


broke even at last wee 
“Subway Expre 
from Liberty next Monday, 

“Sons-o’-Guns,” Imperial (9th week) 
(M-1,446-$6.60). Broadway's gross 
leader: going along to great tak- 
ings, standee trade all perform- 

$48,000, 

“Sketch Book,” 44th St. (30th week) 
(R-1,323-$3.85). Some prospect of 
show going to London; but busi- 
ness continues excellent; little re- 


ances; 


vue opposition; over $36,000 
claimed. 
“Street Scene,” Ambassador (55th 


| week) (C-1,200-$3.85). Has made 

i} a fine run and engagement ex- 
pected to last well into spring; 
business at $12,000 will probably 
stick at pace for some time. 

“Strictly Dishonorable,” Avon (19th 
week) (C-830-$3.85). Comedy 

mash went to $22,000 last week; 

playing nine performances; bal- 
| cony scale tilted upward accounts 
| for added money. 

“Strike Up the Band,” Times Square 

(2nd week) (M-1,057-$6.60). Im- 
mediate popularity for new musi- 
cal hit that starred like smash; 
$11 first night, but in seven per- 
formances nearly $33,000; standee 
biz. 

“Subway Express,” Liberty (18th 
week) (D-1,202-$3). May last well 
into spring; one of a flock of 
earlier mystery plays that made 
grade; something over $10,000; 
moves to Republic, “Sari” follow- 
ing here next week. 

“Sweet Adeline,” Hammerstein's 
(21st week) (M-1,265-$6.60). Go- 
ing along to substantial business; 
rated around $35,000; was the 
leader for a time and still well up 
in the going. 

“The Challenge of Youth,” 49th St. 
(ist week) (C-708-$3). Presented 
independently; written by Ashley 
Miller; opened Monday. 

“The Criminal Code,” National (17th 
week) (D-1,164-$3). Holds to bet- 


ter fan $10,000 weekly pace, 
which is profitable; engagement 


indefinite and may go into spring. 

“The Sap from Syracuse,” Harris 
(3rd week) (C-1,051-$3). Wavered 
but continuing this week and next, 
cast working under a percentage 
arrangement, 

“The Little Show,” Music Box (39th 
week) (R-1,000-$4.40). Though 
still making money management 
decided to send show to road; 
leaves after another week; about 
$17,000 last week. . 

“The Street Singer,” Shubert (18th 
week) (M-1,395-$5.50). Fairly 
good business estimated around 
$20,000 or a bit under; was re- 
ported leaving some time ago. 

“Top Speed,” Chanin’s 462h St. (5th 
week) (M-1,413-$5.50). May be 
bettering even break but trade not 
so hot for this.musical; indicated 
pace of $25,000 only fairly good. 

“Wake Up and Dream,” Selwyn (4th 
week) (R-1,067-$6.60). Last week 
was sort of test period for Eng- 
lish revue; quoted well over $30,- 
000; with new routine, rated bet- 
ter performance than at first; tak- 
ings close to previous week. 

“Waterloo Bridge,” Fulton (3rd 
week) (C-913-$3.85). Agency buy 
appears to be factor in pace 
claimed to have again approxi- 
mated $14,000. 

“Wise Child,” Belasco (25th week) 
(C-1,050-$3.85). Nothing on the 
non-musical list appears to have 
excelled this early hit last week; 
close to $22,000. 

“Wonderful Night,” Majestic (13th 
week) (O-1,776-$5.59). “The In- 
ternational Revue” is mentioned 
to come here next month, with 
operetta probably moving at that 
time; $20,000. 

“Woof Woof,” Royale (5th week) 
(M-1,118-$4.40). Business rated 
lowest of the musicals; nightly 
takings early last week reported 
considerably under $1,000. 

“Young Sinners,” Morosco (9th 
week) (CD-893-$3). Commands 
steady call and business mounted 
to real money, estimated better 
than $18,000 pace. 

“Your Uncle Dudley,” Cort (10th 
week) (C-1,042-$3). Going along 
to moderate coin and apparently 
turning profit; $7,000 to $8,000. 

Special Attractions—Little Theatres 
“Everythine’s Jake,” Assembly; 

lbest thing this independent group 

ihas done yet. 
“Michael and Mary,” Hopkins; 
continues to very good trade, 

| “Prince of Pilsen,” Jolson’s; final 

week of revival. 

| “The Blue and The Gray,” Rialto, 





| Hoboken; revival. 
“At the Bottom,” Waldorf; re- 
vival. 


| Civic Repertory, 14th Street. 

“The Playboy of The Western 
World,” Irish (Greenwich Village); 
revival. 


Ruth Draper, Comedy. 
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Plays on Broadway 





STRIKE UP THE BAND 


Musical comedy in twe acts. Presented 


by Edgar Selwyn at the Times Square Jan. 
14. Clark and McCullough starred. Score 
by George and Ira Gershwin. Book by 
Morrie Ryskind. Dances staged by George | 
Hale Book by Alexander Leftwich. 
; thy Harper...ccccessses:s Gordon Smith 
I har Ss «cetcave Robert Bentiey 
‘ J l h Dudley Clemer 
Myra Meade. .ccccccvesececs Ethel Ket 
Mra. Gr brat Blan rir 
DOES a Jud cieces Doris Carsor 
FI rT Marga Schilling 
DOWMSORG. ccscceccess o-ce cerry Gon 
" 5 Mau Papus 
EEORMNSS. 2c co ceceesecsestes Bobby Clark j 
eevecveesese Paul McCullougt 
Maric Mil 
> ‘ Lee 0% Et he Britton 
“oizette ews onadodes o* Virginia Barne 
2 TAOGE., 000.200 000+ ! 


First-nighters, including the crit- | 


were great) pleased with | 
“Strike Up the Band,” and the ca-} 
pacity audience on the third evening 
seemed equally entertained. An 
agency buy had been arranged prior | 
to the premiere, and after it fancy | 
prices were reported being asked by | 
the brokers. | 

Ali which is 


ics, 


doubtless 


of more 
than ordinarily gratifying to Edgar 
Selwyn, former actor, now producer 
ind sometime author, and for the 


reason he has kept away from the) 
musical type of attraction. The 
show was originaliy tried out of 
town two years ago, but 
At that time Ziegfeld secured the 
release of the Gershwin “The Man I} 


Love,” which stood out in “Show | 
Boat” in the hands of Helen Mor-| 
gan. 


Perhaps the _ present yershwin 
score is entirely new. It stands out 
all the way, and figures to be the} 
dominant factor in the engagement. | 
Morrie Ryskind did the book. It 
was George S. Kaufman’s originally, 
and the latter looked the show over 
in Boston, where it opened in pres- 
ent form recently. The dream sec- 
tion, which consumes no little time | 
in the first act and continues into; 
the second, seemed too long, but! 
after intermission the going was 
speedy and diverting. 

“Strike Up the Band” is a satire 
on war, too much so in the original 
form. It opens in Fletcher's choco- 
late factory. Switzerland has pro- 
tested a 50% tariff on her chocolate 
exports, and Fletcher would go so 
far as to have a war with the Swiss. 
Asleep, he dreams war is declared. 

He becomes the general, his fac- 
tory manager a colonel, and a re- 
porter whom he didn’t like but who 


chorus of 24 is in tin hats and khaki, 
and the scene changes to the ter- 
|; race of a Swiss hotel. Nobody gets 
| hurt. Bobby Clark is made the new 
general, He yodels to the Swiss 
army, who think their leader is call- 
|} ing them, and they get surrounded, 
Then Fletcher wakes up, his worries 
about the business are dropped, and 
there is a triple marriage. 

Bobby Clark and Carl McCullough 
two men about town” are on 
with the comedy throughout. 


as 


high 


lIn the dream section Clark is Colonel 
| Holmes, closest man to the presi- 


‘' dent for four years, while McCul- | 
lough is Gideon, aid to the colonel, 

|}messenger boy and other things 
During the war interlude, when 


| asked if they are real soldiers, Clark | 
i won a howl by answering: 


“Well, if} 
we aren't we've come a long way to 
scratch ourselves.” At that some | 
out front didn’t get the line. Others | 
may have missed another funny line. 
Asked for money, Clark said he was | 
about to make a touch himself—/| 
“Back home the boys are playing | 
handball with my checks.” 

Nearly all the sprightly numbers 
were led by Doris Carson and Gor- 
don Smith, who made an excellent ! 
duo. Miss Carson, born in the pro-} 





fession, is the- youngster who | 
stepped into “Show Girl‘ when| 
tuby Keeler became ill. She is a 


rattling good dancer. Young Smith, 
Selwyn, is said to have been a cow- | 
boy, but he, too, is quite a hoofer. 

There are a half dozen numbers | 
in which the melody or the lyrics or | 
both stand. out. ‘Strike Up the 
Band” is bound: to be popular on} 
the dance floors. It is the finale of 
the first act. “Soon” is pretty, and 
excellently sung by Margaret Schill- 
ing and Jerry Goff. Miss Schilling, 
from RKO vaudeville, is quite a/} 
prima .donna and could have had} 
more to warble. “I Mean to Say,” 
with a tricky lyric, sounded good, 
but “I’ve Got a Crush on You,” led 
by Miss Carson and Smith, scored 
best of all. 

The ensemble work counted here. 
George Hale did a good job with the 
chorus. The comic songs, “Mile. of 
New Rochelle” and “If I Become 
President,” had Clark and McCul- 
lough on the long end. Blanche 


iwas ol 


power behind the throne of a mythi- 
cal European kingdom. As “Jew 
|Suss” it scored undeniably in Lon- 
don. Recently it was played in Yid- 
dish in New York and because the 
jsame title was used, Charles Dill- 
lingham changed his play to “Josef 
| Suss.” 

It appéars there have been sev- 
eral versions of “Suss” presented 
|here and abroad. Which one ex- 
|tracted the most from the book may 
|be open to discussion, but Ashley 
Dukes’ adaptation is doubtless a 
meritorious work. 

There should be no quarrel about 
that. The difference of opinion ap- 
pears to be whether the character 
of “Josef Suss” can gain enough 
audience sym pathy. Indications 
Monday did not favor success. 

Dukes made early preparation in 
the play for the disclosure that Suss 
Gentile father and Jewish 
mother. He had but to whisper the 
name of his father to save himself 
at the finish, as pointed out by the 
faithful Magdelen. But he held 
to his credo of revenge—‘Power 
means the power for revenge, re- 
venge for my people.” Suss re- 
mained the Jew to the end, embit- 
tered more than before over the 
death of his virginal daughter, 
Naemi, who jumped from a high 
balcony to escape the rapacious 
Duke Karl. It is the scene where 
Suss mourned over body of his fair 
daughter that brought the plaudits. 

Financial support of monarchies 
by wealthy Jewish houses is a mat- 
ter of history and doubtless inspired 
the novel. Josef Suss was a man 


shelved.| brought from the west by Edgar) of millions, noted for the rare wines 


in his mansion His backing of Karl 
Alexander to control the duchy may 
be likened to the Rothchilds learn- 
ing of the result of the battle of 
Waterloo by special courier quite 


| some time before the king’s own 


courier arrived with the news. 

Josef Suss smashes the duke but, 
risen to the power he dreamed of, 
and schemed for, he is ready for the 
gallows. Suss connived to obtain 
the daughter of the councillor as the 
duke’s mistress, but when a similar 
tragedy shadowed his own door, he 
succumbed to all passions but power 
and revenge. Perhaps an elegant 
character, but not an inspirational 
one. 

Starred in “Josef Suss” is Mau- 
rice Moscovitch, formerly well 
known as a Jewish actor in New 
York, but who gained a greater 





Ring in a husband-hunting mother 
part, determined toe get hitched be- 
fore her daughter, was an able aid 
to the chief comedians, both in 
numbers and dialog. “What Is the 
Use of Hanging Around With You?” 
is another likeable song. After in- 





was in love with his attractive 
daughter, a captain. The male 
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termission Red Nichols and his band 
in the pit played over some of the 
tunes for a score in the spot. 
“Strike Up the Band” started like 
a wow and it is in the hit class. 
Tbee. 


JOSEF SUSS 


Drama in prolog and three acts, pre- 
sented at Erlanger’s by Charles Dillingham 
Jan. 20; adapted by Ashley Dukes from 
the novel by Lion Feuchtwanger, ‘‘Pow- 
er’’: Maurice Moscovitch starred; staged 
by Reginald Denham. Scaled at $3. 
General Remchingen........ Cyril Raymond 
Councillor Weissensee.......Ralph Truman 
Manager of the Casino....Harold Webster 


Karl Alexander.......... ...-Malcolm Keen 
Marie Augusie.........++-. Yolande Jackson 
Barl of Suffolk......... ..Robert G. Rendel 


Josef-Suss Oppenheimer 
Maurice Moscovitch 
The Rabbi Gabriel........Stanley Drewitt 


A Courier......icccsescovesese victor Esker 
Nicolas. ...ccsecees dcotwn tacdes sae a. eee 
Binder. .....0+seeesseeeee+--Horace Pollock 
B, PRAWN. os ccccescscesee .. Alexander Sarner 


Deputy President Sturm 

H. McKenzie Rogan 

DRRBGRIOR «0.66 occ ictcvesesves Maureen Shaw 
Dom Bartelemy Pancorbo 

Alexander Sarner 

Graviella...occveecs cccccccves BOVE Wealkly 

Naemil....:.... esccepecccecs Janet Morrison 


“Josef Suss,” the newest dramatic 
ion Broadway, drew an expectant 
|first-night audience at Erlanger’s 
|Monday. The second-act curtain 
| went up and down many times, but 
whether subsequent performances 
will be equally well received or pat- 
ronized is somewhat doubtful. 


The play is based on a best seller, 
“Power” the rise of a Jew to the 
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name on the London stage. Mr. 
Moscovitch is all that is claimed for 
him. He etched Suss with a fine 
| manner, tarely did he display high 
}emotion, but always there seemed a 
tenseness to his playing. His Suss 
will doubtless live much longer than 
ithe play itself. 

Malcolm Keen as the duke, Stan- 
ley Drewitt as the Rabbi Gabriel, 
Maureen Shaw as Magdelen, Janet 
Morrison as Naemi, Cyril Raymond 
as the general and Yolande Jackson 
as the beautiful duchess comprised 
an admirable support. 

However, “Josef Suss” is a long, 
quiet, period play of the early 18th 
century, one which figures to be 
limited to racial appeal rather than 
general popularity. Ibee, 








Challenge of Youth 


Ashley Miller ané Hyman Adler. 


St., New York, Monday evening, Jan. 20. 
Nancy Summers. 
Horace Bronson.....++.+...William Lovejoy 
Aunt Joanna... .--.Helene Mitchel 
Stephen Adams 
Geraldine.. 








Tee Pee ee eee ee eee 


Walden Ames......++e++++. Walter Pearson 
Be DOU dd on cécbbacess Alma Merrick 
Wade Block (Fatty)........Frank Johnson 
BP iabtinntaeweddsséecede Lottie Salisbury 
Friends at the Meeting 
MENS s Kes 0deceea Coseereccocess James Jackson 
Tommy....... eseseeeseess Jerome Samuelson 
i Seerrerrr TTTTT TL Tit tre Lois Michel 
ENO. cavccss 26evededsesees Bobbie Del Rio 





The box office click of “Young 
Sinners” after critics panned it to 
a faretheewell probably explains the 
“Challenge of Youth,” another one 
of those dramaturgic treatises on 
adolescence, which sneaked in on 
rubbers at the 49th Street Monday 
night. It will have to depend en- 
tirely upon Leblang to stick more 
than a couple of weeks. That’s the 
peg for it ordinarily, but Hyman 
Adler, producer, having cast on 
commonwealth and no bond up, may 
do better under existing arrange- 
ments. 

The play is another sock by un- 
dergrads of a New England uni- 
versity against their elders holding 
up sex excitement as a bogie man 
and the youngsters finding out for 
themselves. The ring leader of the 
rebels is Desire Adams, daughter 
of the college professor, who rounds 
up the youngsters in _ rebellion 
against the narrow-mindedness of 
the elders. 

The keynote of the mob is youth 
must have its fling and it has it 
plenty in this one. Desire, dizzy 
with hootch, gives in conquest to 
| Horace Bronson only to be discovered 
| by her dad. The latter is heart- 
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Comedy-drama in three acts (one set), by 
Produced 
and staged by Hyman Adler at -the 49th 


rere rrrrrT er Ann Thomas 


+..-Harold De Bray 
-. Evelyn Adler 








broken, and Desire hopes to make 
aménds by marrying Horace. She 
doesn’t love him but wants to square 
things for dad and obviate the 
scandal of her act. . 

Walden James, novelist and 
dreamer and friend of Prof. Adams, 
intervenes and convinces the dot- 
ing father that the affair is not as 
bad as it looks. The boy shows up 
to do the right thing by Desire, even 
though she doesn’t love him, with 
dad delaying the nuptials until they 
return from a trip abroad and with 
Desire holding out hope she'll look 


Horace up when she returns, 
The story is stilted most of the 
way, sans action except for an occa- 


sional flash in the second act and 
pretty tedious until the collegiate 
pétting party eventuates half way 
along in the second stanza. The. 
latter emphasizes that youth must 
have its fling, and it does plenty 
here, with Desire and Horace ad- 
joining to an anteroom after a neck- 
ing party and dad coming in to espy 
them. The show takes a nosedive 
in final act except for the tag which 
convinces that the boy and girl will 
get together later. 

Despite lack of motivation in de- 
veloping what might have been a 
zippy yarn, several good perform- 
ances were registered. Alma Mer- 
rick gave a corking performance as 
Desire, with Walter Pearson giving 
a creditable performance as_ the 
squaring novelist and dreamer. 
Harold De Bray as the grief-stricken 
father, Helene Mitchell as the med- 
dlesome, arranging aunt, and Wil- 
liam Lovejoy as Horace, were among 
others registering for good perform 
ances. 

The sexy angle and cheap hook- 
u” may permit the piece to survive 
longer than predicted above, but this 
reporter has his doubts Fidba. 


PHANTOMS! 


A three-act mystery satire presented by 


Louis A. Safian. A. E. Snitt and L. Sands 
co-authors. Staged by Monroe Bennett 
Hack. Setting (standing throughout) by 
P. Dodd Ackerman. At Wallack'’s Theatre, 
beginning Monday, Jan. 13. Top, $3. 

Wing SamB...ccccscccces Edward Colebrook 
Alfred Burke......ssseesee0+e05 Arnold Daly 
Chick Crame...sccesesssscess Hal Clarendon 
Charles Wright.......+.+++- Harold Kennedy 
Betty Jackson.....+..++-- Frances McHugh 
Arnold Jackson........- Theodore H. Scharfe 
Tom POWET. ...seeeeeeees Raymond Barrett 
Janet Wright. ...ccccccccess Margery Swem 
Andrew Gordon,....scesceessess Ray Harper 
Phido Prance.....cccccsees: Edwin Redding 
Officer Sylvester......esee++es Knox Herold 


The bread that’s cast upon the 
waters here is unlikely to return ex- 
cept as a nibble, and while the pro- 
ducers may fancy “Phanionis!” as 
attractive box office lure, it is high- 
ly doubtful if the catch they're after 
will go for this kind of bait. Too 
much of the same kind of hoxe has 
been used this season, with so many 
mystery plays done since Labor Day 
and most of them failures. A sure 
cut-rater, it’s problematical if even 
the reduced prices can ke2p this one 
alive. 

“Phantoms!” is a mystery farce 
with the satire laid on so thick from 
the second act on that it becomes 
monotonous, The playwrights ap- 
parently ran out of ideas early and 
try to save the day by repetition. 
Action has two “murdered” men go- 
ing in and out of the scene as 
gflosts, scaring people and attempt- 
ing to thrill the audience without 
any conspicuous success, this fea- 
turé of the production has been sad- 
ly overdone, It is all stale before 
the play is anywhere near its end 
and the elementary situations dot- 
ting the action, along with dialog 
that displays no particular bril- 
liancy, fail to relieve the boredom. 


Mystery only thinly coated with 
burlesque develops in the first act, 
which in spite of much pointless 
talk lays the groundwork for what 
promises to be fair entertainment. 
The second act provides satire in 
the larger doses but the play is still 
not losing theatre until the third 
arrives to lay on the lampooning 
too heavily. 

There are a few clever bits, in- 
cluding the tag on the first act when 
the reporter calls Lackawanna 1000; 
the brief interludes with the nance 
cop; a couple of hysterical scenes 
and some of the matter wrapped 
up in the part of Phido Prance, the 
master mind detective, but they are 
all too few and become submerged 
in a welter of aimless dialog and 
action. 

Cast fails to distinguish itself as 
out of the ordinary, no one turning 
in an outstanding performance. 
Some are colorless, particularly 
Edward Colebrook, who plays a 
Chinese heavy in a very affected 
and unnatural accent. Arnold Daly 
is one of the best actors of the 11 
here, and he’s the one who's “shot” 
in the first act. Ray Harper is re- 
sponsible for a natural buc thank- 
less reporter interpretation but the 
girls, Frances McHugh and Margery 
Swem, do very little well outside of 
scream and it’s a question whether 
they even yell convincingly. Good 
types are Raymond Barrett and Hal 
Clarendon, racketeers, but what’s 
| offered by Theodore H. Scharfe and 
Harold Kennedy stirs little appre- 
ciation. As Phido Prance, Edwin 
Redding is a nice fit for what that’s 
worth. Knox Herold, the queer cop, 
| good, but had too few opportuni- 
ties. 

Action covers two days and oc- 
curs in combination home and gam- 
bling establishment. Setting very 
| good, Char. 





‘OUT-OF-TOWN REVIEWS 


NINA ROSA 


Chicago, Jan. 13. 
An operetta in two acts and eight scenes 


(six sets) presented by the Shuberts Jan. 
i3 in the Great Northern theatre. Book 


by Otto Harbach, music by Sigmund Rom- 
berg and lyrics by Irving Caesar. Staged 








| to hoke with a trick ending. 


by J. C. Huffman and Busby Berkeley. 
Max Meth, musical director. Cast of %. 
WOE wi ns. ge'cace eagded ocd 4eews ax Frank Horna 
DIOR so cc cveccccessoveceseetcie George Kirk 
PUMEE 6 cc 0 das 606060046 696866 Zachary Caully 
CHIMAMAN. cc ccccccsscccecses Richard Kock 
Men 4s 6a Ce ROOMS Oee dceseteasds Belle Sylvia 
COTINNG....essceeesecssecesss Nina Gordani 
- Wears 2046 scons eessonens John Kearney 
as chwiedns heehee 60a Cé60 Don Barclay 
Jimmie Blakely... .cccccccess Jack Sheehan 
Ee ere ey Luis Alberni 
PUOad ss odeacacotestsenese Leonard Ceeley 
SACK WEmimes. oc ccccccccecces Guy Robertson 
Nina Rosa Stradella.......... Berna Deane 
Sa SO ccnenkenasoed George Anderson 
Elinor Haines........... Marion Marchante 
Indian DOQNCOP. «.ccccccecces Victor Casmore 
CRONs das wecténdecededecoeg Uees Helba Huara 
Gaucho Damncer.......e+++.. Stephen Cortez 
Chiquita......... VPCousccccecdsdeswes Pegey 
Quitz...... eecesceseccs Katherine Skidmore 
SPORNONs 6.0604 edeeedesede%ceces Evelyn Klein 
Wa nehddenaws es ands aeesecees Mona Soltis 
PRRMNGON 6 ¢ 605005668 66660b00066 John Tomney 
MACBR. i ccccccccsivesccecsoesioccs lla McCall 
Devine o4e¥ one stbacdeetwsast Sybil Comer 
PGR ectvedeckscondaededs ew Norma Leyland 

Certain faults inherent in the 


production notwithstanding, this re- 
mains a good show. It should have 


a good Chicago run, 

“Nina Rosa” is a musical melo- 
drama of a battle for a girl's love 
and for a rieh gold mine Th Peru, 
with the locale Peruvian and 


gauchoistic. Harbach has given it 
a plot of strong suspense that holds 
until the last scene, when he resorts 
Rom- 
berg’s tunes are Romberg’s; not on 


a par with “The Desert Song” or 
| “New Moon,” but still good. 
Nina Rosa is a daughter of a 


Spanish pioneer who after his death 
was reared among the mountains 


of Peru by a half breed. Into the 
region of deserted mines and Inca 
traditions, Jack Haines, an Amer- 


ican miner, leads a group of grin- 
goes to exploit a forgotten shaft. 
This romantic Americano and the 
Spanish senorita fall in love. 

The best scene of the production 
is in Act II when Haines and Pablo, 
with Haines’ freedom at _ stake, 
stage a fight on the balcony of a 
hacienda and roll to the courtyard, 


Haines escaping -with the girl 
through a menacing crowd of 
gauchos. . 
Leonard Ceeley, as Pablo, the 
dangerous villain, has and plays 
with spirit the best role in both 


song and action. Berna Deane’s 
Nina Rosa is neither brunette nor 
tempestuous, but her voice is there. 
3uy Robertson’s portrayal of Jack 
Haines is capable. 

Dancing is weak throughout, with 
the exception of the team of Cortez 
and Peggy, who have an excep- 
tional tango and a fine ballroom 
fandango. Otherwise there are 13 
dancing girls poorly trained, cos- 
tumed and routined. 

Comedy dialog is likewise weak. 
Jack Sheehan, as a frail author, and 
Don Barclay as “Slivers,” a pros- 
pector, try to provide it. Sheehan 
has no material, but Barclay’s in- 
nocent appearance puts him across 
fairly. Nina Gordani is interesting 
as Corinna, dancing girl infatuated 
with Pablo. 

One scene depicts Inca Indians 
worshipping the ancient Sun God 
in a subterranean grotto and is built 
up with rich colors, grotesque body 
masks and silvered skulls on poles. 
Other attempts at Peruvian local 
color are flat. 

Musically there are the songs 
“Nina Rosa,” a ballad; “Serenade 
of Love,” “A Kiss I Must Refuse 
You” and “Your Smiles, Your 
Tears.” The first nighters could 
not get enough of Pablo and Nina 
Rosa singing “Serenade of Love.” 

A certain bet for the talkers. 

Loop. 


ON THE WING 


Albany, N. Y., Jan. 21. 

A comedy in three acts by Peter McDow- 
ell. Produced under the direction of John 
H. Dilson. 

Birdie Nevins.......... -+-Claiborne Foster 
Harry Carter........ eseeees-Walter Regan 
Pauline Fairchild............-Enid Romany 
Mary Wilson...s....+.see0++.-Molly Hicks 
John WIISON.....ssesecesesees++-John Todd 
Eddie Cain.....ccocsscesess++sclyde Dilson 
Billy Watts.....eccccoscessee++- Neil McFee 
Clara Ford. .seccccccesecsse+-Mary Michael 
OI. 0s 6u<eces eccccccccescct Yorman Tracy 
Mrs. Baily....... e+ee--Gwendolyn De Lany 


“On the Wing” is a pleasant com- 
edy built around Claiborne Foster, 
and it fits her like Cinderella's slip- 
per. Miss Foster tried it out at the 
Capitol with the Capitol Players, a 
stock company that has been play- 
ing at the house for the last 17 
weeks. 

McDowell's play makes a good 
stock production. It is breezy, en- 
tertaining and, on the road, should 
win approval. 

The plot is somewhat like that of 
“The Patsy,” in which Miss Foster 
herself has starred, and also re- 
sembles “Peg 0’ My Heart.” 

Heroine is maid of all work in a 
boarding house. She dreamed of her 
Prince Charming and a beautiful 
home and clothes. Then suddenly 
her dream comes to a realization 
when an unheard-of uncle, killed in 
a bootleg feud, leaves her his mil- 
lions. 

Then Birdie starts out to spend 





her money, not foolishly but with 
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caution. She liked to tell of the|two acts by Myrta Bel Gallaher | [Jse Town Halls as Road Talk of “Sketch Book” 


prices she paid for things, because 
ghe knew no better. Birdie furnishes 
a lavish apartment and invites a 
group of young people of the com- 
munity who she thought to be of the 
“400.” Among them is Harry Car- 
ter, whom she worshipped and 
whose room she had cleaned day 
after day at her former rooming 
house. 

Carter is her quest and she is 
willing to give up all her money for 
him. Carter, however, is in love 
with another girl, but  Birdie’s 
money lures him to the altar with 
her, and they elope during the party. 

Carter revolts a week later and 
returns to his old room, because he 
refuses to live on his wife’s money. 
But, with her strategy, Birdie wins 
bim back. 

Miss Foster unfolds her talentasa 
eomedienne of great charm and per- 
sonality. The play is clean in every 
sense and it may with some revision 
and with the drawing power of Miss 
Foster serve on Broadway. 

The direction by John H. Dilson 
was admirable. The wise-cracking 
Eddie Cain of Clyde Dilson helped a 
great deal to enliven the evening. 

With Miss Foster piece can be put 
across. Retonda. 


SHE’S NO LADY 


Erie, Jan. 18. 


Farce-comedy in three acts, presented by 


H. H. Frazee, Jr., and authored by Bruce 
Spaulding (Nellie Stewart), and Anthony 
Baird (Mary Hay). E. J. Blunkall staged 


it. In cast: Lynne Overman, Walter Greaza, 
Patricia Chapman, Bertha Greenhouse, 
Pauline Mason, Isabel Jewell, Robert Cum- 
mings, Louise White, Delores De Monde, 
George Murdock, Lawrence Tuck, Josephine 
Deffry, Marjorie Murray, Lora Hays, Rob- 
ert White. At Park theatre, Erie, Pa., Jan. 
17, 1930. 


Nothing original about this. They 
dragged “Charley’s Aunt” of a couple 
of decades ago and livened it up 
with some modern kind of sex ap- 
peal. Flimsy enough in story to 
make it more adapted for a musical 
comedy. Natives here liked it and 
chuckled which doesn’t prove any- 
thing because the only two shows 
they’ve had this season were heavy- 
weights—“Strange Interlude” and 
“Porgy.” 

Lynne Overman carries the play 
with a line of subtle comedy. Wal- 
ter Greaza, formerly of stock, “What 
Price Glory” and “Remote Control,” 
fed for. most of the wise-cracking 
lines. Overman’s part is a delicate 
one which he does in fine shape. 
He’s a female impersonator who 
helps out a cheating actor (Greaza). 
Isabel Jewell plays a sweet, simple 
and girlish lead and does well. 

Story is about a Broadway lead- 
ing man, Rex Gormorant (Greaza), 
married and the parent of three. 
Wife is always on his trail. Instead 
of being at the manager’s office re- 
garding an engagement, his wife 
finds him at a swanky Long Island 
(of course) country club where he 
is on the make for a young Junior. 
Leaguer who is also daffy about him. 

He tells her he’s going to Paris 
for a divorce and wants her to 
accompany him. She can’t unless 
properly chaperoned. Gaylord Jor- 
dan (Lynne Overman), a female im- 
personator, is a friend of Gormorant, 
the latter pressing him into service 
as the chaperon. Next is a bed- 
room at the Ritz in Paris. Jordan 
and Leonora (Isabel Jewell) have 
separate rooms but certain intim- 
acies result. Leonora is deeply dis- 
turbed when she-develops affection 
for her “chaperon.” She thinks she’s 
queer and her lines here bring out 
a lot of guffaws. Jordan falls for 
her, too, and Gormorant is left to 
chill off. 

Jordan does a fade-out before the 
girl finds out that he’s a real artist, 
a he-man who doesn’t sing soprano. 
Then she goes real crazy about him 
and trails him to the theatre where 
he is playing back in New York. 
They fallin love. Fearing that he'll 
give her the air like she gave it to 
Gormorant, she tells Jordan that she 
anticipates a blessed event so they 
speed for the altar and from then 
on its love in a cottage or apart- 
ment. i 

Show is jumping into Detroit and 
then Chicago from here. Why Erie 
was the dog nobody explains other 
than it might bring good luck, which 
the play will need. ‘“Abie’s Irish 
Rose” played here once for four 
weeks. Play needs dressing up and 
shrinking. Doesn’t look hot. 

Mead. 


BAMBINA 


San Francisco, Jan. 21. 

Operetta in two acts by Myrta Bel Gal- 
laher. Produced by Daniel C. Blum. Staged 
by Edward Royce. At the Curran theatre, 
San Francisco, Jan. 13. 
Giolini....... cccccccccccccces Fred Walton 
ccccceccovccces Feter Pope 
Dr. Balanzoni...ccoccoccseess+-Hedley Hall 
Florindo. ..Ernest Wood 
Beatrice... cccccccscsccccees- Nancy Welford 
RROSaura..soccccccceccesess Laurel Nemeth 
Casilda.... ..- Victoria Alden 
Gianetta., -Lorrayne Du Val 
Florretta.. Margaret Oliver 
Rosina.... -Evelyn Deffon 
«-.-Dorothy Dix 














Attavia «. Russell Scott 
Mario... ..-Al St. John 
Lelio oe -- Wilbur Evans 
Bambina., ----Marie Wells 


Bianca.....cccccccscescess- Marjorie Moore 





_ So much color that the eyes are 
dazzled, music that is Viennese in 
quality, a story so slender and com- 
monplace you almost wonder why 
the author bothered with it, about 
sums up “Bambina,” operetta in 


which had its first production at 
the Curran theatre here last week. 

In all fairness “Bambina” should 
be given a little time to get under 
way. Even toward the end of its 
first week it showed raggedress in 
a great many of the numbers which 
have been worked out with con- 
siderable skill and originality by 
Edward Royce. 

The producer, Daniel C. Blum, 
has done his part of the job well 
and generously, providing beauti- 
ful costumes and a massive scenic 
investiture. In the matter of cast 
he has not been so fortunate. Per- 
haps that isn’t his fault. He is 
said to be new to show business, 
but Royce is credited with having 
staged some pretty big stuff. 

To this reviewer it seemed the 
material, musically at least, was 
too much for the principals. There 
are two numbers especially that 
have all the earmarks of hits. One 
is “Bambina”’ and the other “Inspi- 
ration Waltz.” Marie Wells played 
Bambina and sang the number of 
that name. She quite evidently put 
all she had in it, but it wasn’t 
enough. The same, unfortunately, 
applies to Laurel Nemeth, who sang 
“Inspiration Waltz” in a duet with 
Wilbur Evans. Miss Nemeth’s so- 
prano is too harsh and the num- 
ber seemed beyond her vocal pow- 
ers. “Inspiration Waltz” in quality 
brought to mind “The Merry 
Widow” if one may cite that as a 
standard of excellence. 


a composer she has muffed as a 
writer of comedy. The few “funny” 
scenes in “Bambina,” most of them 
handled by Al St. John, left the 
greater portion of the audience 
stony-faced. St. John probably felt 
the weakness of his material and 
worked overtime to bolster it with 
hokum, pratt falls and every con- 
ceivable sort of low comedy. There 
was nothing in the intended humor- 
ous situations themselves to bring 
more than a smile. 

Notwithstanding “Bambina” is a 
worthwhile effort. There are many 
spots of genuine beauty and not 
a flash of vulgarity. For instance, 
there is a balcony love scene of 
deep sincerity, loveliness and poetry 
of language. The carnival scenes, 
laid in Venice, are exceedingly well 
done, the dialog is bright, albeit a 
bit slow and there is a veritable 
riot of color. 

The operetta is in two acts, the 
first being laid in its entirety in a 
street scene in Venice and the sec- 
ond divided into three scenes. Lelio, 
son of Giolini, a merchant of Ven- 
ice, is expected home from Rome. 
He has been betrothed in babyhood 
to Rosaura, daughter of Dr. Balan- 
zoni, a physician of Venice and 
close friend of Giolini, Lelio ar- 
rives unexpectedly, meets Rosaura 
without knowing who she is and 
falls in love with her and she with 
him. Lelio poses as a nobleman 
and presses his suit ardently and 
clandestinely. 

He is progressing when Bambina 
arrives, having followed Lelio from 
Rome. Lelio has been philandering 
with Bambina and led her to be- 
lieve that he would marry her. 
Bambina learns of his infatuation 
for Rosaura and proceeds to throw 
a monkey wrench in the machinery 
of his romance. She succeeds for 
a time but love triumphs and Lelio 
gets his Rosaura. 

“Bambina” should and probably 
will get to New York. Before it 
does a skilled hand should be put 
to work on its structure and a few 
props built into its framework. The 
music will stand on its own any- 
where. 

There isn’t anyone in the present 
cast with the exception of Nancy 
Welford deserving of being pointed 
out. Skillfully revised and care- 
fully cast “Bambina” should even- 
tually bring a lot of prosperity to 
its producer and author. Rivers. 


QUEEN IN PARLOUR 


(2d Review) 


Chicago, Jan. 13. 
Comedy-drama in three acts. Presented 
by Pauline Frederick at the Garrick, Chi- 
cago, Jan. 12. Written by Noel Coward. 
Staged by Edward Elsner. Starring Pauline 


Frederick. 

Nadya..... oscseocccccess.-Fauline Frederick 
Sabien...csccccccccccccccsesesesss John Litel 
Zana..... cosccccccccscosesFrankie Raymond 
Gen, Krish..... ecccccscccoceces Alfred Croas 
Miss Phipps.....c-csssessess--Kily Malyon 
Court Usher........e+cses eee+- Dudley Carter 
Prince Keri of Zalgar........ William Stack 
Grand Duchess Emilie......Grace Hampton 


Produced on the coast by Belasco 
& Curran, and presented here by 
Pauline Frederick, this play opened 
very quietly, and played the second 
night to a half-filled house. Miss 
Frederick was here last year at the 
Cort in the 
which she achieved moderate suc- 
ceess. This play is slated ‘or three 
weeks at the Garrick. 
whether it will make real money. 

The play itself shapes up as a 
weak rehash of the old theme of the 
thwarted love between the high- 
born lady and the commoner, clos- 
ing with the supposedly modern 
note of the unhappy ending. The 
plot is simple: thé self-exiled queen 
is induced to return to her country 
on the very eve of her marriage to 
the man she loves. A year later the 
man she loves, one Sabien, saves her 
from assassination, and is given an 
audience before the queen. The old 
love flames, and she finally gives in 





to his entreaties to allow him to 


Where the author has excelled as | 


“Scarlet Woman,” in| 


Troups’ Jump Breakers 


The use of auditoriums for legit 
road shows is gaining favor in the 
booking offices. Auditoriums, in fact, 
are a way out in any number of 
instances to the problem of spot- 
ting road shows and avoiding long 
jumps. 

Recently the Erlanger office sent 
a representative to a convention of 
auditorium managers in the central 
west. No special tie-up was neces- 
sarily entered into, the object being 
to discover auditoriums which had 
been overlooked. Nearly all audi- 
toriums have stages with modern 
equipment. 

Auditorium bookings are generally 
for one or two performances, 
cording to size of the town. A popu- 
lar priced attraction is said to have 
grossed $15,000 in two performances 
(matinee and night). Another got 
$9,000 in a single performance. 

Booking franchises are held by 
managers ‘In many of the smaller 
stands. The franchises have either 
been turned in or the houses have 
changed policy—pictures or stock. 


Guild Cuts Some Tours 


Two of the Theatre Guild attrac- 
|tions are off the road. ‘‘Wings Over 
Europe” closed last Saturday, it be- 
ing stated the show was toured only 
in subscription spots. “Porgy” will 
be brought in at the end of the 
week. 

The colored drama w:.s due for 
the coast, but cancelled because of 
adverse business reports, it is said. 
Guild shows remaining on tour in- 
definitely are two companies of 
“Strange Interlude” and two reper- 
tory companies. 


ac- 





Rennie for “Escapade” 


James Rennie is named to join 
“Escapade,” which has been out for 
several weeks but which is laying 
off this week. Lou Tellegen was 
the star of the show. He was 
severely burned in an Atlantic City 
hotel but insisted on appearing 
there. 

Tellegen is now under treatment 
at the Polyclinic hospital. 





Shows Closing 


The eastern company of “Follow 
Thru” will close at Jamaica, L. lL, 
Feb. 1. The attraction is current 
at the Windsor, Bronx. Schwab and 
Mandel attractions remaining on 
tour are two companies of “The 
New Moon” and the mid-western 
“Follow Thru,” 


STONE 0. H. PASSING 
Elmira, Jan. 21. 

The Stone Opera House, Bing- 
hamton, one of the best-known 
legitimate houses in New York 
State, will be razed to make way 
for an apartment and office build- 
ing, if present plans are carried 
through. 

The theatre is now occupied by 
the Guy Harrington Players, dra- 
matic stock. Mr. Harrington an- 
nounced from the stage that un- 
less business improved he would 
surrender his lease. 


“LADIES OF JURY” WEST 


Hollywood, Jan. 21. 

“Ladies of the Jury” will open at 
Duffy’s El Capitan theatre in Holly- 
wood, Feb. 2, with Mary Boland. 
Henry Duffy will bring some mem- 
bers of the New York cast west 
for his production. 

Kolb and Dill, in “Give and 
Take,” will follow “The Cat and the 
Canary” in the President, down- 
town. 


BELASCO SHELVES PIECE 

David Belasco has again side- 
tracked production of “Virgin City” 
for a third time, due to casting dif- 
ficulties, and has diverted attention 
to revising script of “Blind Win- 
dows.” 

™jec: was tried out some weeks 
ago and closed for revision. It will 
be given another try in March. 


























come to her that night. While to- 
gether, revolution breaks out, which 
the queen quells by her bravery. She 
turns from the balcony to be told 


| 
i 


It is doubtful | that a man had been shot climbing 


through her window. This leaves 

| everything clear and unimpeded for 
lthe marriage, albeit diplomatic, be- 
| tween the queen and the prince of a 
| neighboring land. 

The piece requires two sets, which 
were overdone here with wild dashes 
of color and gold ornamentation. 
Otherwise the sets showed wear. 


| The writing is slow, talky, and with- 


out any brilliance or sparkle. The 


| acting is for the most part ordinary, 


with Miss Frederick seizing too 
many opportunities for emotional] 





acting in the old-fashioned way. 
Loop. 


YARD TIGHTENS 
REIN ON CLUBS 


London, Jan. 15. 
Latest development in Lord 





Byng’s fight against London night 
life is a big scale combing of the 
clubs. Scotland Yard has drafted 
jprovincial coppers into the pleas- 
jure belt to check up on the spotters 
jand do a little investigating of their 
lown. 

Idea is that the night clubs gen- 
lerally come under two or three sta- 
tions at the most, and the clubs get 
to know the bobbies pretty well. The 


home office is taking steps to see 
that the laws governing clubs are 
more strictly enforced. Acting in 


| this direction, they have even gate- 
crashed the exclusive portals of the 
| swagger men’s clubs up Pall Mall 
lway to remind secretaries that even 
a posh private club, plastered all 
over with generals and aristocrats, 
!cannot give its members drinks be- 
itween hours. 

Number of raids recently made on 
night dives 
i Byng took over the 
Apart from tightening on _ the 
idrink places, the Yard is also hit- 
iting out at the gaming clubs—mean- 
‘ing more raids. Gambling in a pub- 
jlic club is strictly illegal in Eng- 
jland. 


the is the highest since 


police reins. 





“Miracle” Tied Up 


Dallas, Jan. 21. 

All the costly trappings of “The 
Miracle,” covered with moth balls 
and writs of attachment, will re- 
main in Dallas until Morris Gest 
can take them out of hock. There 
is also the matter of paying off 300 
Dallas extras. 

They were less fortunate than the 
backstage people, who held up the 
last performance 30 minutes be- 
tween the first and second acts until 
they were paid off. 

Dallas did well by Gest as $74,000 
was grossed during the stay, ac- 
cording to Milton Stiefel, Gest’s 
right hand man. Stiefel lingered in 
Dallas a few days after the crash, 
pacifying the more impatient with 
promises relayed from New York 
by Gest. 





Stock Goes Touring 


Bond Players will close their 
stock at the Westwood, Westwood, 
N. J., Feb. 1, and will go on tour 
playing one and two week rep en- 
gagements in New Jersey and Penn- 
sylvania, 

With the stock out the West- 
wood will revert to forme vaud- 
film policy. . 





NEW COAST REVUE 


Los Angeles, Jan. 21. 

“Gone Hollywood,” a new revue 
writen by Roger Gray and Red- 
mond Wells, will be produced in 
Feb. No theatre has been set for 
the production as yet. 

Gray is leaving the cast of “Oh, 
Susanna,” at the Mayan, to direct 
the new production. The music is 
by Jesse Greer. Pert Kelton, 
Charles MacNaughten and Jimmy 
Morgan will be in the cast. Dances 
will be staged by Bud Murray. 


YALE’S UNION JAM 
Northampton, Mass., Jan. 21. 
The Yale Dramatic Club (New 
Haven) ran into ‘trouble with the 
local stagehands’ union (No, 232) 
through a dispute over traveling 

crew with the club. 

Things reached a head whereby 
William A. Dillon, field representa- 
tive for I A., was dispatched there 
By the home office to effect a settle- 
ment. 








STILL SHY ON CHORUS BOYS 


Hollywood, Jan. 21. 
Scarcity of chorus boys out here 
resulted in First National renew- 
ing options on 35 for another year. 
This keeps the F.N. list of stock 
| Hine workers up’ to 200 girls and 80 
} boys. 








FIXING “FLAPPERS” 
“Flappers,” produced by Frank 
Hetherington, will not steer into a 
New York house 


next week as per 
schedule, but is being withdrawn 
| for revision and recasting. It will 


be sent out again next month. 





“Little Show” in L. A. 
Los Angeles, Jan. 21. 
John Hill plans local production 


theatre. 
February. 





j lish revue, 
of “The Little Show” at the Mason | the change of shows. 


For New London House 

Negotiations are pending between 
a representative of English banking 
interests and Earl Carroll to send 
jhis “Sketch Book” to London. The 
|house in mind is a new theatre be- 
jing completed in Soho, the same as 
| reported some time ago as built to 
house Ziegfeld shows over there. 

Conditions under which the Car- 
roll show would go across are far 
from agreed on and it was intimated 


| that the deal might fall through be- 
|}cause of guarantees asked by Care 
} roll, but not conceded by the Eng- 


llish end. Laurence Steinhart of the 
| Samuel Untermyer office is han- 
dling the matter for the Britishers. 
When the new house was first an- 
inounced it was stated that Ziegfeld 
|proposed to occupy the theatre con- 
| tinuously with his American-made 
ljattractions for a term of years. A 
jbonus to Ziegzy was supposed to 
jhave been paid. Since then that 
j}manager has not been mentioned. 





“Bitter Sweet” Moves; 
“Simon” at Ziegfeld 


“Bitter Sweet” is 


due to move 
|from the Ziegfeld late next month, 
with the Liberty mentioned, al- 
| though the latter house gets the re- 
vived “Sari” next Monday. The 


1 . : 
| English operetta has been holding 
up strongly and has not neared the 


stop limit. 

The switch was agreed on be- 
tween Arch Selwyn and Zieggy, 
who has an interest in “Sweet.” 


“Simple Simon” is expected to be 
the next attraction at the Ziegfeld. 
“Subway Express” is due to move 
from the Liberty to the Republic, 
replacing “Seven,” 


‘Sweden Thumbs Down 
On American Hit Shows 


Stockholm, Jan. 21. 

American dramatic hits when 
translated into Scandinavian and 
done by Swedish actors seem to 
lose their pep and distinction. Latest 
imported hit to lie down and roll 
over is “Street Scene” which got a 
few weeks of indifferent business, 

“What Price Glory” was another 
flop, but “Broadway,” due to exe 
cellent presentation, was an excepe- 
tion and did well here, 





Boag Doing Revue 


Gil Boag, who withdrew from con- 
trol of “City Haul” last week, is 
not washing up as a producer as 
reported, but will next produce an 
intimate revue. 

Boag is lining up material and 
cast, with production set for March, 


Waukesha, Wis., Jan. 21. 

Gilda Gray, 
keean, and Gil Boag were officially 
separated by the divorce court here 
last week. A son, by a former mare 
riage, is now being educated by his 
mother, 

Miss Gray made her debut as a 
singer and dancer in a Milwaukee 
cafe at which time her name was 
Marianna Michalski. 


L.A. Negro Novelty Fades 


Los Angeles, Jan, 21. 

The Lafayette Players, L. A.’s 
only colored dramatic stock come- 
pany, closed at the Lafayette the- 
atre Jan. 18 after two months of 
bad business. 

Opened two years ago as a novel- 
ty, the company drew heavily from 
both the whites and color.¢, When 
the novelty wore off, the colored 
patronage as well as the whites 
dwindled. 

At the end the house was admit- 
ting an entire family to any per- 
formance for one buck. Robert 
Levy brought the company here 
from the Lafayette, New York, 


Rosalie Claire Verdict 


Chicago, Jan. 21. 

Dorothy Weiner, 7, daughter of 
the late Rosalie Claire, was awarded 
$10,000 damages against Julian 
Black, for her mother’s death. 

Rosalie Claire was killed in June, 
1928, while appearing here in “Sunny 
Days.” Black, owner of a south side 
cafe, was driving her into the loop 
| when his car crashed on the boule- 
| vard. 


Miss Shelley’s “9:15” 














Frances Shelley, who appeared 
with “Wake Up and Dream,” has 
switched to Ruth Selwyn’s “9.15 


Revue.” 
of the 


Miss Shelley holds a run 
play contract for the Eng- 
Arch Selwyn arranged 
“9.15,” which 


Starts casting middle of | opened in New Haven Monday, ie 


slated for the Harris. 


erstwhile Milwau- 
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Hayden Talbot’s Film Work 

An English writer and newspaper 
man, Hayden Talbot, arrives here 
shortly under contract to Fox. Tal- 
bot was in America recently with 
Premier Ramsay MacDonald and 
came here in 1924 with the Prince | 
of Wales, representing English pa- 


pers on both occasions, 
He will write originals and ao 
other authoring workx on the Fox 


lot. 
Employment Story Request 
Harvard University has requested | 
Merian LL. Mel’s manuscript on 
“Employment Problems in the Mo- 
tion Picture Industry” for publica- 
tion in “Vocational Guidance Mag- 

azine.” 
Miss Mel is director of the wom- 





en’s and children’s department of 
the Central Casting Bureau, Los | 
Angeles. 
Business and Ar 
Drama editor of a Chicago daily 
received $45,000 from h publica - | 
tion in 1929. Through a _ special 


contract as head of the amusement 
department he shares in «: ..usement 
advertising receipts. "ncome from 
this source was six times his salary 
as a play reviewer. 


Rob Eden, Hollywood fiction 
writer, contributing serials to the| 
Tribune and Bell syndicates, is hav- 
ing two of his latest stories. pub- 
lished in book form by Grossét and 
Dunlap. Tifles are “Short Skirts” | 
and “Redhead.” 





All From N. Y. 

New officers of the New York 
State Legislative Correspondents’ | 
Ass’n at Albany are all associated 
with metrepolitan dailies. 

President is William E. Lawby, 





in the film colony. Title is “Holly- 


wood Gold.” 


Flora Zabelle, widow of Raymond 
Hitchcock, is still an attractive 
woman, although she first appeared 
jon Broadway in 1900, in “San-Toy,” 
at Daly’s theatre. 


Telling the Ladies 
Most of the women’s magazines 








are edited by men. Charles Han- In that same: production Minnie 
son Towne is in charge of “Har-| Ashley made a hit singing and 
per’s Bazaar”; Otis L. Wiese, “Mc-j dancing. She is now in the 
Call's”; Nelson Antrim Crawford,| Social Register as Mrs. William 
“Household Magazine’; Loring A.!Astor Chanler, mother of two 
Schuler, “Ladies Home Journal”’;|/grown-up sons, William, Jr., and 
Arthur T. Vance, “Pictorial | Ashley. Her husband is descended 
Review”; and Maxwell Aley,|!from the first John Jacob Astor. His 
Woman’s Home Companion.” brother, Robert Winthrop Chanler, 
On the other hand, A. T. Gallico,/the artist, was first divorced by 
who is Mrs. Paul Gallico, writes | Julia Chamberlain and then by Lina 
on men’s fashions for the New York |Cavalieri, the opera singer. Lina 
Daily News. later divorced Lucien Muratore, the | 
me singer, lLina’s brother was, until a 
Charles Yale Harrison, of the|couple of years ago, an American 
copy desk of the Bronx “Homej|Express Co. guide in Rome. 
News” and one of the associate ed- —— 
itors of the “New Masses,” has had The Gilded Cudahy 
a novel accepted by Smith & Cape. Various people, in and out of 
Book is called “Generals Die in| pictures, wonder about the mar- 
Bed.” | riage between Michael Cudahy, 
—— i21, heir. to the Cudahy Pack- 
Return Compliment ing ~House fortune, and Muriel 
The local writers’ colony is pre- |Evansen, 18, known on the screen 
paring a reception to Col. coorge tT Muriel Evans. They were mar 
Warburton Lewis, chief of the Porto |Tied last July, and in August he 


Rican Insular Police, and a short|Was arrested for driving while in- 
story writer and poet, who comes |toxicated. When 19 he wanted to 
here soon to remain and write. Col.;marry Maria Astaire, actress, and 
Lewis used to act as host to all|later wanted to wed Joan Crawford. 


. . } a > ifa 7 rlac Wen fae ic < 
American. writers on vacation in |20W the wife of Douglas Fairbank: 


Porto Rico, and they- now want to | Jr. His mother, the widow of John 
return the compliment. Cudahy, balked. both plans. Het 
husband shot and killed himself. 

‘ . i Years. ago this husband attacked 

‘With Richard Halliburton again)|.iq cruelly injured Jere S. Lillis, 


on the trail for more adventures and | 
to write a new book, Don Blanding 
is now the principal darling of the 
ladies’ clubs.. Blanding hand- 
some and is allowed to read his own 
poetry at ladies’ clubs gatherings. 
Cornering Chatterers 
A belief that Woolworth’s “New 


president of the Western Exchange 
Bank of Kansas City, whom he had 
is found in his home. 
Reimers’ Concert 

Paul Reimers, tenor, member. of 
the faculty of the Juilliard Graduate 
School of Music, gave a concert 
this season at Town Hall, attended 





Pat Hunt and Esme Warde.) 


“Sincerity,” by John Erskine. 
“Ex-Husband,” Anonymous, 
“The Galaxy,’ by Susan Ertz. 


“The Incredible Borgias.” 
“Franklin, the Apostle.” 
“Believe It or Not,” by Robert 


1928-29.” 





: a 
Hollywood’s Reading 
(Best-selling concensus by the Hollywood Book Store, The Satyr, 


Fiction 
“A Farewell to Arms," by Ernést Hemingway. 
“Ex-Wife,” by Ursulla Parrott. 


“They Stooped to Folly,” by Ellen Glasgow. 
General 


“Twelve Against the Gods,” by William Bolitho. 
“The Universe Around Us,” by 


- Each Hollywood book shop's dealer in the general list was ex- 
clusive last month. Hollywood Book Store reports “The Specialist.” 
Pat Hunt’s was “Queen Elizabeth.” 

Satyr’s was “Peter Arno’s Parade.” 


by some of the society people he 
cultivates. Along with other tem- 
|peramental musicians, including 
|George Bagby, he is favored by 
various dowagers. 

Baby, a nephew of Albert 
| ris sagby, who has 
“Musical Mornings” for a _ gen- 
eration past, was an_ intimate 
jfriend of Romelly Johnson, who, as 
Romelli, wrote the music of 

|| “Fioretta,” which was backed by 

the venerable millionairess, Mrs. 

Frederic Courtland Benfield. After 

its production Johnson committed 
r suicide by plunging a_ breadknife 
into his heart. 





Mor- 





ib 


Screen People 

Gilbert Emery has become a fea- 
tured player in pictures. Orig- 
inally Gilbert Pottle,. he was edu- 
cated at Amherst College, but ac- 
quired an English accent. For some 
time he lived with Grant Mitchell. 
Two of his plays were Broadway 
hits, “The Hero” and “Tarnish.” He 


L. Ripley. 


Sir James Jeans. 


Esme Warde’s was “Best Plays 








“a 


New York “American”; Murray G. 
Tanner, “Evening Post,” vice-pres.; 
Albert L. Warner, “Times,” second 
vice-pres.; John C. Crary, “Sun,” 
sec., and George M. Janvrin, Staten 
Island Advance,” treas. 


New American News Officers 

Harry Gould #§ president of the 
American News Co. He was elected 
at a recent meeting of the board of 
directors. With his advancement, 
M. A. Morrisey became general man- 
ager. : 

Mr. Gould came to New York 
about twe years ago from the Bos- 
ton branch as general manager of 
the American, Mr. Morrissey about 
the same time: left .the Springfield, 
Mass., branch news.company, to be 
assistant to the gen. mgr. 

Anether importation and impor- 
tant: New -York . executive -of the 
American. is William Spillane. He 
left the Western News at Chicago 
to join the home office staff. 

, Under the impetus of the new 


blood and methods of the reorgan- | 
ization, the American has_ shot 
forward. Last year is said to have 
béen its best in net for a long 
_ period. 
Too Late 


Book written by R. W. McNeel, 
to be published this month by Duf- 
field and Co., is. titled, “Beating 
the Stock Market.” 





Hugo Gernsback, who started a 
comeback recently after the flop of 
his large chain of publications, has 
added a second mag. 


New, one is. called “Scientific 


_ Detective Monthly,” with the other | 


“Science Wonder Stories.” 





‘Phyllis Gordén Demarest, who 
authored “Children of Hollywood,” 
has written another with scene laid 


| picture 


has published a novel, “Handi- 
capped,” and many poems. He runs 
a florist shop in Hollywood. 
Eugene O’Brien recently returned 
to the stage in California, appear- 
ing in. “Girl Trouble” at the Hol- 
lywood theatre. A generation ago 
he was leading man with Ethel Bar- 
rymore, and later he starred in pic- 


Movie” magazine pays a higher 
rate for material than any other 
existing fan publication is forcing 
a number of free lance screen chat- 
terers to abandon the old standby 
cheaper publications and devote 
their entire time to the new sheet. 

Homer Croy, consulting editor of 





the new publication is now in Hol-jtures. Was last seen in vaudeville. 
lywood making personal contacts Lennox Pawle, English actor, was 
with the studios and lining up new|known in Broadway productions for 
writers. his ability to make faces and squeaky 
— noises. After appearing in “Mima,” 

Heinrich Frankel is in Hollywood/he landed a contract in ~° films 


from Berlin, digging copy for 90 
German Sunday supplements. Will 
stay only a few weeks. 


In “Hot for Pais” he does a bit. 





Florida Sojourners 
Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert Miller are 
at Palm Beach with her father, 
Jules S. Bache, the financier. It is 
rumored Mr, Miller will become Sir 
Gilbert. Mr. and Mrs.’ Messmore 
Kendall are at their villa on Golf 
View road. Octavius Roy Cohen, 
the author, is at the Breakers with 
his wife. He will participate in 
the annual golf tournament of the 
|Artists and Writers’ Association, 
which starts Jan. 20. Mr. and Mrs. 
Arthur Somers. Roche (“E. Pettit’’), 
novelists, are doing considerable en- 
tertaining. Mr. and Mrs. John 
Emerson (Anita Loos) are at their 
villa. She made a fortune out of 

“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes.” 





Rin-Tin-Tin’s Diary 
Lee Duncan, owner of Rin-Tin- 
Tin, will write the life story of his 
dog for Doubleday-Doran. Story 
will be written in the style of a 
diaty, similar to “Black Beauty.” 


Edwin Hallinger is spending sev- 
eral weeks jn Hollywood writing a 
survey for “The North 
American Review.” 

Harry Luce, founder and editor of 
“Time,” is in Holiywood trying to 
interest a producer ina “Time” type 
of newsreel. 





New 





weekly due on the Holly- There have been an unusual num- 
wood stands Feb. 1 is “Topics of aes of drags of late. Gene Mallin 
the Times,” 24-page literary and|gave a successful one in Bryant 


artistic mag published by Bob Mon- | Hall. 
roe. 


Jack Mason gave one at the 
Renaissance, but it was raided. The 

~ — _ most popular are the Strobeck af- 
Provincetown Again | fairs. A recent one in Harlem was 
jattended by many notables, to say 

William Blake has taken over /nothing of three sailors in uniform. 
the former Provincetown Playhouse,|A ludicrous report has circulated 
Greenwich Village, and rechristened |that the New York drags are con- 
it the Macdougal. trolled by a mysterious syndicate. 
“Tread the Green Grass,” by Paul| Anyone can give one. Many peo- 
Green, is listed as first under Blake's | ple do. Just as they do in Boston, 
management. Now casting and goes; Philadelphia, Chicago and San 








into rehearsal next week. | Francisco 





conducted | 





|; sometimes it is me and Crippen. 
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London As It Looks 


By Hannen Swaffer 





London, Jan. 4. 

A letter I have received from Billy Smith of the “Chicago Defender” 
shows the difficulties about mentioning a person’s race, even without 
comment, 

He complains that, in a recent article in one of my London columns 
[ use the caption “Truth About a Negress.” “How do you get that way?” 
he asks. “Can it be possible that you use the phrase with the deliberate 
intention of offending all those whe happen to be not Nordics, or that vou 
do not care?” Whatever my intention was, he considers it does me little 
credit and cheapens what claims I may have toward gentlemanliness. 

Mr. Billy Smith, in resenting my using the word negress in references 
to Ethel Waters, signs himself “Very. disrespectfully yours.” 

What Does It Matter? 


Now may I, as a friend of the negro people, say that a great deal 
of the harm is done by stupid letters of this kind? There was no in- 
tention to reflect upon Miss Waters when I called her a negress. She 
is a negress, and I have no doubt she is proud of it. 

“Face-Slapping” From Afar 
You will be interested to know that my. slapping cuttings are 


ceming in now from Australia. The story seems to have gone all round 
the world. Most of the overseas cuttings do. not mention the name of 
the woman who said she was an actress. 

In Sydn@, though, the “Daily Telegraph” interviewed the artists then 
working in that city. Generally speaking, they sided with me, which 
rather pains me. They ought to have sided with the woman, who already 


has my sympathy. My New Year’s card, which some of you will have 
ceen, consists of a photograph of myself being slapped by a woman's 
|hand. It shows my face with a slightly shocked, slightly pained, but 
| generally benign -expression. It bears on top the words, “Wishing you 
a slappy New Year,’ and ‘says underneatlif it: 
Ejected, banned“ and barred, 
The other cheek I proffer 
Though scanned and scorned and scarred 
I still am 
Z HANNEN SWAFFER. 
I hope you got one. 
Failure of a Psychic Play 
One: of the: failures of the Christmas season is a psychic play called 
“The Last Enemy,” and written by Frank Harvey, a very competent 
actor who has been for some years in Australia. I understand the Shu- 


berts have bought it for America. 

“The Last Enemy,’ which was a very well written drama, shows how 
two Polar Antarctic explorers die at the South Pole, go to the other 
world and then return to help people on this side. It suffered the fate 
of most psychic plays, although people who went said it was better than 
“Outward Round,” how consoling it was and things like that. 

Unfortunately, very few went. The Monday after Christmas, they 
took $145, the next night $160, the next night $185, and then, suddenly, 
after a plea for it, expressed by myself, the takings went up to: $340 for 
the next matinee! That shows the mighty power of the Press! 

I hope this play survives, because it is the only serious play that Lon- 
don has seen for some weeks. Besides, it is very well acted and reflects 
great credit upon Tom Walls, the farce producer who staged it. 





Not a Merry Christmas 


Still, we must face the fact that Christmas is a bad time for business. 
In many of the theatres, they have been running two shows a day, ever 
since Boxing Day, with the result that few of them have been taking 
more.than about $300 a matinee. The average'has been $400. 

“Charley’s Aunt” is one of the most successful Christmas attractions, 
as usual. In fact, it has been taking $1,000 in the afternoon at Daly's! : 
That’s a lot, here. 

The Christmas myth is exploded every year. Yet managers still be- 
gin to believe in it about the end of each November. 


Wanted—A “Variety” Biscuit 


I think “Variety” ought to copy my new London practice of awarding 
a biscuit every week, I call it the Swaffer Biscuit and it is for some 
act of prowess, or some deed of deering do. The person who received 
the Swaffer Biscuit last Sunday was Miss Peggy O’Neil, who sent her 
manager in order to get publicity for her two-plays-a-day heroism. 

As I knew she could: not become engaged to another Serbian sculptor, 
whose love for her she once advertised in the public press, as she could 
not have any more jewels stolen or any more motor.smashes, or dive in 
the Thames, this cold weather, to rescue a drowning man, I cynically 
suggested that she should go into a lion’s cage. Much to my surprise, 
she consented. Then we discovered that all the lions in London were 
frightened. 

Peggy Loves Publicity 

Yes, the dear Peggy will do anything for publicity. A few months ago, 
whole pages of photographs appeared in the “Sketch” showing her div- 
ing into her favorite bathing pool, walking through her grounds, and 
all that, although it seemed that she had merely borrowed a house in 
the absence, on the Riviera, of aman of my acquaintance, who first heard 
of it when he and his wife opened the “Sketch” and his wife said, ‘““What 
does this mean?” 

I admire her nerve. Why, in “Paddy the Next Best Thing,” she ratiles 
off her dialog at such a speed that, the other afternoon, when one of the 
men in the cast was a second late in picking up his cue, she said, “Go 
on, ask me, ask me, ‘Is the house sold?’” 

Peggy, indeed is, after Tallulah, who, of course, has no compere, the 
most discussed American woman in England. Oh no, I forgot Lady 
Astor. 


Cyril Maude Coming Back Again! 

They printed in an evening newspaper that Cyril Maude was return- 
ing to the stage. Now, we did really think, after “The Wicked Earl,” 
that that was all over. But no, Charlton Mann is a man, for all that. 
He and Mrs. T. C. Dagnall are staging Cyril Maude in joint management. 
I do not think it a wise policy. 

The retired actor managers of pre-war days do not realize that the 
playgoers of today do not know who they are. Even actresses like 
Irene Vanbrugh are not known to the great masses of the population. 

Film publicity has killed all that stuff, which reminds me that one of 
my foolish fans, writing me today, says, “I believe you and Rudolph 
Valentino are two who will never be replaced.” 

Sometimes it is me and Valentino; sometimes it is me and Al Jolson; 
Unfortunately, it is always me. 


Talkie, Talkie 

The talkie situation in London means roughly that the Empire, formerly 
a music hall, has been rebuilt as a talkie: that the Carlton, a new the- 
atre, is now a talkie; that the London Pavilion, once a revue house, is 
now a talkie; that the Alhambra, until recently a music hall, is now a 
talkie; that the Eondon*Hippodrome has been wired, but not used as a 
talkie; and that now the Dominion, which was built for musical comedy 
at popular prices, has just been wired. So, after “Follow Through” 
comes off at the end of January, I believe, the Dominion will become a 
talkie house. 

The Dominion has been having its troubles. 
plaining that you cannot hear. 


People write to me com- 
It does not interest me, because I have 


| not been allowed inside the theatre. 

















put 


ns 

on 
ite 
ou 
tle 


sal 
n- 
he 


ire 
nd 
of 


en 
ich 
dy 
ive 
n’s 
rut 
ou 


led 
ant 
ius 


ow 
1eTr 
ate 
an 


eV 
ily, 


for 


m= 
cts 


ver 
ing 


ns, 





_,, Meaneatay, Jonuery 22, 1930 





MUSIC 


VARIBTY 35 











Film Bookings Help Music Sales 





West; New Favorites in List: 


Holidays 


New York, Jan. 21. 
To the majority of the publishers 


December was a surprise month in| : 
| Everywhere,” 
| colo Pete” finally 


that business, Was much better than | 
expected. To others it was as 
expected, slow. Those publishers 
reporting good business for the 
month take into consideration the 
middle and far west where sheet 
music sold surprisingly well. In the 
New York district jobbers report 
gales were below normal. 

No reason given except the usual 
pre-holiday slump happening every 
year throughout the country, but 
this year appeared centered in the 
east. The last week of December 
was a considerable factor in boost- 
ing sales for the entire month and 
the spurt that started the last 
seven days of December was im- 
proved during the first two weeks 
of January. 

Same Leaders 

The standing of the six best sell- 
ers has not changed a bit from that 
of the preceding month, November. 
Witmark’s “Tip Toe” and “Painting 
the Clouds,” both from “Gold Dig- 
gers,’’ appear to have taken a steady 
hold on the musical desires of New 
York and for the second time in 
succession led the list in first and 
second ‘places. 

Robbin’s “Singin’ in the Rain” 
from “Hollywood Revue,” is still 
holding third place, but is pressed 
by DeSylva’s -“Talking Picture 
from “Sunnyside Up,” which is list- 
ed fourth. Feist’s continental pop 
tune, “Love Me,” fifth for Novem- 
ber, has been supplanted by Ber- 
lin’s “Love,” from Swanson’s “Tres- 
passer.” Latter tune is catching 
hold fast with the sales rising 
toward the close of the month, 

“My Sweeter Than Sweet” from 
“Sweetie,” published by Famous 
Music, grabbed the sixth rating 
away from Witmark’s “Am I Blue” 
from “On With the Show,” which is 
past its peak. A song coming up 
fast toward the close of the month 
was Harm’s “A Little Kiss Each 
Morning” from Rudy Vallee’s 
“Vagabond Lover,” which seems 
definitely heading for a rating among 
the best six for January. Feist’s 
“Love Me” sold well toward the be- 
ginning of the month but declined 
in sales toward the close. 

For the first time in the Monthly 
Surveys two songs appear to be the 
favorites of the continent. They 
are Witmark’s “Tip Toe” and 
“Painting the Clouds,” which are 
listed first and second respectively 
in Chicago and Los Angeles also. 

Leading Mechanicals 

For the mechanicals, December was 
a rather disappointing month. 
Much was expected from it since 
record sales for the year are usually 
highest prior to and during the 


holidays, but this year, they did 
not seem to materialize. Two of 
the recording companies reported 


that it even fell behind the other 
full months. Brunswick’s first sell- 
er, “Painting the Clouds,” was also 
listed first for November. “Turn 
on the Heat” crept from third to 
second and took the place of 
“Sunny Side Up,” which disappears 
from the list for last month. 

Earl Burtnett’s orchestra appears 
a favorite Brunswick seller with 
three of his recordings ameng the 
best six. Columbia’s “Farewell 
Blues,” coupled with “Wabash 
Blues” took first place from “Lady 
Luck.” Two production recordings, 
“Great Day” and “Without a Song,” 
from Vincent ‘Youmans’ “Great 
Day,” nabbed the second spot from 
“‘T'’m a Dreamer.” 

Among the Victor recordings a 
number not listed, “Frankie and 
Johnny,” by Jimmie Rodgers, is re- 
ported to be among the best sellers. 
Otherwise “Tip Toe” has given way 
to “Sweeter Than Sweet” and Rob- 
bin’s new selling song, “Chant of 
the Jungle,” took second away from 
“Painting the Clouds.” 

Picture Dates Boom 
Chicago, Jan. 14. 

Sheet music sales followed theme 
Song trends during December, but 
discs foun’ greater plugs in broad- 
casting results. 

Business all around was stronger. 
Lyon & Healy, doing heaviest sheet 
music business, reported 
near 10% over November. 

Victor led the principal dise com- 
Panies with an 18% increase over 
the preceding month. Columbia and 
Brunswick were both up 10%. 

“Tiptoe,” “Paintine the Clouds,” 


= “Singin’ in the Rain,” 
| ued the three best sheet sellers, as | 
Spell is 
moved up, and “Pic- 


|} with picture showings, 


Boom Disc Trade 





contin- 


in November, “Love, Your 


dropped from the 


ifirst six, 

“Singin’ in the Rain” disap- 
| peared from the leading half dozen 
On the discs, but “Tiptoe” moved up 


on all three lists. 
These results are directly in line 
“Gold Dig- 
gers” (Warner’s) following “Holly- 
wood Revue” (M-G-M) in 


est in December. 
Paul Whiteman 
popularity on Chicago 
Columbia with two records. -. His 
“Great Day” leads the Col. list, and 


at the bottom of the choice six 
comes his recording of “Talking 
Picture,” with “Aren’t We All?” 


on the reverse side. 

In the wake of the loop showing 
of “Untamed,” “Chant of the Jun- 
gle” hit high 
Columbia lists, 
respectively. 


second and third 


in the sales of De Sylva, Brown & 
Henderson's “Talking Picture” and 
“Aren’t We All?” Although “Sun- 
nyside Up” 
the loop screens, 
bers were fifth and sixth, 
tively, on the sheet lists. 
Columbia list, 
they were sixth, and on the Victor 
list “Talking Picture’ was sixth. 


respec- 
On the 


wick’s first ch ices, however. 

These two numbers have been 
itching ears nightly from the loud 
speakers, with “Aren’t We All?” 
receiving favoritism, although disc 
companies expect, with release of 
the picture, that “Talking Picture” 
will do more business. 

Jenkins’ “Piccolo Pete” remains 
the surprise disc number, With te- 
nacious strength it holds second 
place again in the Victor group 
(Ted Weems recording), although 
it has dropped from the Brunswck 
and Columbia leaders, 

Columbia had two surprises among 
its first six. Released late in 
November, a disc of “Wabash 
Blues,” backed by “Farewell Blues” 
and recorded by Ted Lewis and 
his orchestra, began to spurt in the 
middle of the month and landed in 
fourth place. In fact, the race for 
honors among the Columbia discs 
last month found the first four 
discs extraordinarily close together. 

Following the Lewis record in de- 
mand, and another surprise, is a 
Ruth Etting disc, “The Right Kind 
of a Man” on the featured side and 
“What Wouldn’t I Do for That 
Man?” on the other, 

Guy Lombardo keeps his pace as 
a Columbia seller with “Singin’ in 
the Bath Tub,” which holds second 
among the first six. 

“Lonely Troubadour” (Santly 
Bros.) struck fourth place on the 
Victor list, recorded by Rudy Val- 
lee and his orchestra, but cannot be 
attributed to the Vallee name draw 
in conjunction with loop showing of 
“Vagabond Lover” (Radio) as the 
picture did not open until Dec. 25. 





“Jungle Chant” Jumps 


Log Angeles, Jan. 14. 

Whether it is influenced by the 
general holiday cheerful spirit or an 
optimism for the new year, both 
jobbers and retailers of sheet music 
declare unanimously that they sold 
more sheet music in the last week 
of December than they did the pre- 
ceding three weeks. 

This one factor has an important 
bearing in selecting the best six 
gellers and made it possible for 
“Chant of the Jungle” destined to 
be another “Pagan” 
get into the tail end of the best six 
group. 

The new Robbins number 





sales up| 


an instantaneous hit when it was 
| first introduced on the 
early part of December, and sales 





| No. 4—SONG 


Loop | 
showings, the former pulling heavi- | 
e | No. 6—SONG 
finally hit | 
discs for | 


i 
} 
| 


on Brunswick and | 


Radio results showed particularly | j 


(Fox) had not yet hit! 
these two num- | 


MONTHLY MUSIC SURVEY 


For December 








THIS TABLE SHOWS THE LEADING SIX SELLERS IN SHEET MUSIC AND PHONOGRAPH REC- 
OROS GATHERED FROM THE REPORTS OF.SALES MADE DURING DECEMBER BY THE 
LEADING MUSIC JOBBEFRS AND DISK DISTRIBUTORS IN THE TERRITORIES 
DESIGNATED 


Six Best Sellers in Sheet Music as Gathered from Collective Sales Reports of the Leading Jobbers at Pointe 


No. 1—SONG 
No. 2—SONG 


No. 3—SONG 


: “Tip Toe Through” 


NEW YORK 
(sold 
__ Diggers” ) 
“Painting the Clouds” 
(“Gold Diggers”) 
“Singin’ in the Rain” 
“Hollywood Revue”) 





ait | Had a Talking Picture” 
" ‘Sunny Side U p”) 





No. 5—SONG 


“Love” (“Trespasser”) 








“Sweeter Than Sweet” _ 
_(C‘Sweetie”) 





Three leading phonograph companies reports their six best sellers in the following order. 
| for the major sales are only reported. 
| both sides are mentioned: 


BRUNSWICK—Neo. 1 





BRUNSWICK—No. 2 


“Painting the Clouds” 


(Nick Lucas) 





“Turn On the Heat” 
Burtnett Orch.) 


(Earl 








“Singin’ 


CHICAGO 
“Tip Toe Through” (* ‘Gold 
Di gegers -? 


“Painting the Clouds” 
‘Gold Dig ygers’ a 

in the Rain”. 

( Hollywood Revue’) 


LOS ANGELES _ 


“Tip Toe Through” 
Diggers” ) 
“Painting the Clouds” 


( “Gold Digge rs 


“Love” 


‘Go old 





(‘ Trepasaer : 





“Love” (“Tre spasser’ 7 


Sunny 


“Aren't We All” « 
Side Up”) 





“if | Had a Talking Picture” 
(“Sunny Side Up”) 


“Love Me” (Pop) 





| “Aren't We All” (“Sunny 


Side Up”) 


“Congratulations” 
Denny Orch.) 


(Jack 


“Chant of the Jungle,” 
“That Wonderful Some- 





a of the Jungle” a 
<U intamed” ) 


Side responsible 


Where it is impossible to determine the side responsible for the sales, 


“Tip Toe Through,” “ 


Paint- 
ing the Clouds” (Nick 
Lucas) 


“Look What You've Done 
to Me,” “What Do | Care" 

















thing” (Roy Ingraham (Earl Burtnett Orch.) 
Orch.) 
“If | Had a Talking Pic-|“Tip Toe Through” (Nick |“If | Had a Talking Pic- 
| BRUNSWICK—No. 3 ture” (Earl  Burtnett Lucas) ture,” “Sunny Side Up” 
Orch.) Pree a) fen. Pu eee (Earl Burtnett Orch.) 
“Singin’ in the Rain” (Earl|“My Fate Is in Your|“Out of the Past,” “If | 
BRUNSW!ICK—No. 4 Burtnett Orch.) Hands” Ear) Burtnett Can’t Have You” (Burt- 
Bate Orch.) nett Orch.) 
“Find Mea Primitive Man” | “All That I’m Asking ts |“Tip Top Through,” “Paint- 


BRUNSWICK—Neo. 5 


backing each other, | 


(Colonial Orch. and Libby 
Holman) 


Sympathy” (Regent 
Orch.) 


ing the Clouds” (Roy Fox 
Orch.) 





BRUNSWICK—No. 6 


They do not appear among Bruns- | 


“Sally” (Abe Lyman Orch.) 





| COLUMBIA—No. 1 


“Farewell Blues,” “Wabash 
Blues” (Ted Lew is Band) 


“Through” (R. W. 
Orch.) 


Kahn 





“Look What You've Done 
to Me” (Burtnett’s Orch.) 
“My Fate ts in Your 
__Hands” (M. Davis Orch.) 





“Great 


Day” (Whiteman 
Orch.) 


“Farewell Blues,” “Wabash 
Blues” (Ted Lewis Orch.) 





COLUMBIA—Neo. 2 


“Great Day,” “Without a 
“Song” (Paul Whiteman 
Orch.) 


“Singin’ in the Bathtub” 
(Lombardo’s Orch.) 


“Great Day” (Paul White- 
man Orch.) 





COLUMBIA—Ne. 3 


“Singing in the Bathtub,” 
“Little By Little’ (Guy 
Lombardo’s Orch.) 





“Chant .of .the .Jungle” 
(Paul Specht Orch.) 


“Aren't We All,” “if | Had 
a Talking Picture” (Paul 
Whiteman Orch.) 





COLUMBIA—No. 4 


“A Place to Call Home,” 
“More Thar You Know” 
(Ruth Etting) 





COLUMBIA—No. 5 


“Sweeter Than Sweet,” “My 


} “Right 


“Wabash Blues,” “Farewell 
Blues” (Ted Lewis Orch.) 


“My Little Dream Boat,” 
“Lady Luck” (Ted Lewis 
Orch.) 





Kind of Man,” 


“Painting the Clouds” 








and Glenn) 





(Whiteman Orch.) 





Strongest Weakness Is “What Wouldn’t I Do for (Knickerbockers), “Pals 
You” (Ipana Troub.) That Man” (Ruth Etting) Forever” (A. Weeks’ 
Orch.) 
“Daddy’s Lullaby,” “Old |“If | Had a Talking Pic- | “Melancholy Baby,” “Con- 
COLUMBIA—No. 6 Virginia Moon” (Ford ture,” “Aren’t We Ali” gratulations” (Vic Myer 


Orch.) 











ViICTOR—Neo. 1 


“Sweeter Than Sweet” 
(Reisman’s Orch.) 


“Love Me” (Shilkret Orch.) 


“Lonely Troubadour” 
(Vallee Orch.) 





ViICTOR—No. 2 


“Chant of the Jungle” 
(Victor Orch.) 


“Piccolo Pete” 
(Ted Weems’ Orch.) 


“If | Had a Talking Pic- 
ture,” “Sunny Side Up” 
(J. Hamp Orch.) 





VICTOR—Neo. 3 


“Singing 
(Chick Endor Orch.) 


in the Bathtub” 


Goldkette’s Orch.) 





VICTOR—No. 4 


Marvin) 


“Tip Toe Through” (Johnny 


“Lonely Troubadour” 
(Vallee Orch.) 


“Tip Toe Through” (Jean 


“A Little Kiss Each Morn- 
__ing” (Vallee Orch.) _" 
“Tip Toe Through,” “Paint- 
ing the Clouds” (J. Gold- 

kette’s Orch.) 








VICTOR—No. 5 


Orch.) 


“Sunny Side Up” (Hamp’s 


“Satisfied” (Busse Orch.) 


“Chant of the Jungle” (N. 
Shilkret Orch.) 





VICTOR—Neo. 6 


“My Fate Is_ in 
Hands” (Gene Austin) 





Your 


“If | Had a Talking Pic- 
ture” (Johnny Hamp’s 
Orch.) 











“Painting the Clouds” 
(Johnny Marvin) 








Below are the three best sellers in sheet music for the entire country as reported by the official record of 
sales from the home office of the publishers herewith listed. 


Publishers are listed in aiphabetical order, not 
according to position their numbers hold in the present market. 























PUBLISHER No. 1 SONG No. 2 SONG No. 3 SONG + 
“| May Be Wrong” (Pop) | “Lucky Me, Lovable You” | “Happy Days Are Here 
Ager, Yellen & B. (“Chasing Rainbows’) 


Again” (Chasing Rain- 
bows”) 





Davis, Coots & E. 


“i'm Only Making Believe” 
(Pop) 


“Why” (“Sons o’ Guns,” 
prod.) 


“Blue Eyes” (Pop) 





De Sylva, Brown & H. 


“if | Had a Talking Pic- 
ture” (“Sunny Side Up”) 


“i'm a Dreamer” (“Sunny 
Side Up”) 


“Look What You Done to 
Me” (“Why Leave 
__Home”) 





Donaldson, Douglas & G. 


“Through” (Pop) 


“*Taint No Sin” (Pop) 





“There Must Be Somebody 
Waiting” (“Glorifying 
Am. Girl’) 








Leo Feist 


“Love Me” (Pop) 


“Love Made a Gypsy Out 
of Me” (Pop) 


“You're Always in My 
Arms” (“Rio Rita”) 





Green & Stept 


“Congratulations” (Pop) 


“Love Is a Dreamer” 
(“Lucky in Love”) 


“Stream of Dreams” (Pop) 








\T. B. Harms “A Little Kiss Each Morn- | “Sweeter Than Sweet” “Moanin’ Low” ("Little 
ing” (“Vagabond Lover”) (“Sweetie”) Show” prod.) 
| Jack Mills “Ain’t Misbehavin’” (“Hot | “Mistakes” (Pop) 


to just barely | 


Chocolates,” prod.) 


“Il Was Made to Love You” 
(Pop) 





Joe Morris 


“Sympathy” (Pcp) 





G. & A. Piantadosi 


made | 


“Georgia Pines” (Pop) 


“Sweetheart” (Pop) 





“Hello Baby” (Forward 
Pass’) 





Remick’s 


coast the | 


“Gotta Have You” (‘‘For- 
ward Pass’’) 








“Close My Eyes” (Pop) 





Robbins 


| became so great that a number of | 


| the dealers were unable to procure 
|shipment toward the end of the 
+; month. 
In determining the preceding 
five numbers a very difficult pro! 
lem asserted itself in the fact that 
none of the six leaders has much 
| of a lead on the runners up, and in 
fairness to a dozen other good num- 
| bers selling almost on a par with 
| the leaders it would be well to list 


best 


(Continued on page 56) 


- | 


“Singin’ in the Rain” 
(“Hollywood Revue") 


“Deep in the Arms of Love” 
(Pop) 





~ | “if | Can’t Have You” 
x “Footlights and Fools’) 





“How Am 1! to Know” 
“Dynamite’’) 


“Nobody's Using it Now” 
(“Love Parade’) 

“Just You, Just Me” 
(“Marianne”) 








Santly Bros. 


“My Fate Is in Your Hands” 
(Pop) 


Le nely Troubadour” (Pop) 


“Beside An Open Fireplace” 
(Pop) 





Shapiro- Bernstein 


“What Do |! Care” (Pop) 


“He's So Unusual” 
(“Sweetie”) 


| 
eae 


“lll Still Go on Wanting 
You” (“Song of Lovg’) 





| Sherman-Clay 


“Web of Love” 
Gabbo”) 


(Great 





“I'm in Love with You” 
(“Great Gabbo”) 


“Wedding of the Painted 
Dolls” (“Broadway Mel- 
ody”) 





| Spier & Coslow 


“True Blue Lou” 
of Life’’) 


(“Dance 


| 3 Have to Have You” 
(“Pointed Heels’) 


“Lonesome Road” (Show- 
boat’) 





Witmark & Sons 


“Tip Toe Through” (‘« 





_ Diggers’) 


301d | 


“Painting the Clouds” 
} (‘Gold Diggers” ) 








“Singin’ in the Bathtub” 
_ (“Show of Shows”) | 
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DISC REVIEWS 


By Bob 


= + 
| 


Seger Ellis 

(Okeh 41349) And here comes Mrs. 
Ellis’ talented boy, all bedazzling in 
a special silver label, patent of ma- 
jesty among the mechanicals. Paul | 
Whiteman and Ted Lewis get simi- | 
lar ticketing. 

Ellis is hot, mingling a piquant 
piano accompaniment of his own 


| 


providing with heart-throb croon- 
ing. And able to offer “A Little Kiss 
Each Morning” without intruding 
upon Rudy Vallee inany way. Nicely 


combined with “Have a Little Faith | 

in Me,” it’s a disc of popular appeal. 
Smith Bellew 

(Okeh 41341) “My Love Parade” 

will in time probably be well-estab- 

lished around the country. ‘Dream | 


Lover” again stands out for its sug- | 
gested similarity to “Romona’” and 
others. “Parade” carries this one. 


Pleasantly rendered. 


Ruth Etting 
(Columbia 2073) “Crying for the 
Carolinas” done colorfully with a/| 
variety of ear appeal, is reversed by | 
“If He Cared,” constituting a nifty 
couplet. 


Vincent Lopez 
(Pathe 37078) From the silken St. 
Régis Hotel, New York, is Vincent 
Lopez, paradoxically the ace record- | 
er for Pathe, appealing to the eco- | 
nomical disc shopper. Attractively | 


handling “Charming,” from “Devil | 
May Care,” and “Should 1?” from 


“Lord Byron.” 
Carolina Club 

(Okeh 41336-7) “Glory to Georgia” 
and “Carolina” are sung between 
halves at the respective colleges in- | 
dicated. Two old numbers, “How! 
I'll Miss You” and “Memories,” re- 
verse. Local rather than general 
appeal. 





Arthur Schutt 

(Okeh 41346) “My Fate Is in Your 

Hands” and “If I'm Dreaming” make | 

a smooth combination, Schutt’s or- 

chestral style is rather above Okeh 
average. ™ 








Imperial Dance Orch. 

(Pathe 37077) “I'm Following 
You,” backed by “A Year from To- 
day,” recorded by the Clevelanders. | 
Okay, but that’s all. 

The Cavaliers 

(Columbia 2079) Nothing to pres- 
age big sales in “Romance,” from 
“Cameo Kirby,” and ‘“Doughboy’s 
Lullaby,” from “Blaze o’ Glory.” As | 
tunes they’re just preduction fillers | 
with meagre charm. 








Annette Hanshaw 
(Okeh 41351) “I Have ta Have 
You” and “Housekeeping for You” 
provide Miss Hanshaw with an op- 
portunity to increase the tempera- 
ture. Which she does pleasingly. 








Ed Lang 

(Okeh 41344) Blues of the wa-wa 
school do seem terribly old fashioned 
these days, but it requires no imagi- 
nation to understand that the coun- 
try probably still find them devas- 
tating. 

“March of the Hoodlums” is rather 
negative, but “Walking the Dog” 
has the sock that wore out many a 
saxophone before its time. 


Clicquot Club 

(Pathe 37073) Cole Porter’s 
“You've Got That Thing” and “You 
Do Something to Me,” from “50 Mil- 
lion Frenchmen,” gives the Eskimos 
a chance to thaw. “That Thing” is 
already waxed by most of the com- 
panies and is doped as one that will 
find response from the hoi polloi. 


Billy Jones-Ernie Hare 

(Pathe 22503) Laughs of “Poisoned 
Kiss of That Spaniard” are antici- 
patory rather than actual. But, 
then, that’s so often the case with 
comics on the mechanicals. And, of 
course, Broadway is so sophisticated 
its judgment is not too reliable. 
Anyhow, it’s reversed by “Singin’ 
in the Bathtub.” 





RUBY IN HOLLYWOOD 
Hollywood, Jan, 21. 
Harry Ruby is preparing the 
lyrics and score for “Radio Ram- 


bles,” which Radio will put into 
production. He is here minus Bert 
Kalmer. 


Several new tunes will be in- 
corporated into the picture and Sid- 
ney Claire has been assigned to 
work with Ruby on the score. Film 
is the screen version of “The Ram- 
blers,’’ former New York musical. 





LEWIS’ PUBLIX DATES 


Signed as an added attraction for | 
several Publix de luxers, including 
a Week's date at the Paramount on 
Broadway and similar time at the 
Brooklyn Paramount, Ted Lewis 
opens Feb. 13 at the Metropolitan, 


| Which aren't. 


|} apparently 





Landry 





Columbia Phonograph Sues 
Cruze Firm Over Film Disks 





James Cruze Pictures, known as 
James Cruze, Inc., made the ob- 
ject of an attachment suit filed in 
the New York Supreme Court by 
the Columbia Phonograph Co. for | 


$10,000, which the latter claims is 
owed for goods sold and delivered. 
Goods in question comprise sound 
| disks, according to the phonograph 
|company’s petition, and were de- 


livered to the picture company un- 
der certain terms of credit between 
Oct. 1, 1929, and Jan. 1 of this year. 

These terms of credit have now 
expired and the phonograph com- 


| pany claims the right of action in 


this procedure because the picture 
company is a foreign corporation, 
organized under the laws of Dela- 
ware. Cruze pictures’ distribute 
through World Wide and thus far 
have completed one picture which 
has received national release. It is 
“The with Eric 
Stroheim and Betty Compgon. 


Great Gabbo,” 





. > 
Disc Overproduction 

Despite the fact that there is a 
heavy over-production of records, 
which is realized by the mechani- 
cals, they are still going ahead with 
the recordings on the same scale 
as heretofore, unwilling to gamble 
on a cut on the output and puzzled 
as to where the line should be 
drawn if they did want to slice. 

Publishers, also suffering from a 
slump in record sales, are bom- 
barding the mechanicals with re- 
quests to pre-view pictures con- 
taining anywhere from one to eight 
songs. Mechanicals usually comply 
with the requests, and record the 
songs which to them appear to have 
pop value. The many recordings 
continue because the mechanicals 
find it difficult beforehand to judge 
which are oke for recordings and 
In many instances a 
recording which didn’t appear so 
hot to them suddenly took the pub- 
lic’s fancy and started selling. 

It is this surprise element that 
makes them afraid of 
their own judgment and keeps them 
rolling out new ‘recordgy. 





Famous Music Its Own 
Distributor After Jan. 30 


On Feb. 1 Paramount will make 
its first move toward building up 
a large music organization for the 
composition and release of songs 
used in their pictures. 


Warners, the latter company re- 
ceiving its interest through Harms. 
Paramount has reached an agree- 


its own distributor. 
branch offices will 


the Famous Music. 

Spier & Coslow, 
Famous, 
latter corporation. 





Disc Engagements 
New artists engaged to record for 


Lightner, Marion Harris, Isham 


Jones’ band, George K. Arthur, Jack 
Benny and Douglas Stanbury. 


MUSIC SURVEY 


(Continued from Page 55) 








them in their order of total sales. 
This list includes ‘‘Talking Picture,” 
“Lonely Troubadour,” “Little by 
Little,” “At the End of the Road,” 
“Always in My Arms,” “Sweeter 
Than Sweet,” “What Do I Care,” 
“That Wonderful Something,” “Rio 
Rita,” “It Ain’t No Sin,” “Look 
What You've Done to Me,” and “If 
I Can’t Have You.” 

Distributors of discs report a 
slight increase over November, yet 
far from what they anticipated. Few 
vocals are reported in the list of 
best six from each of the three 
major phonograph companies taken 
in the survey, yet this is attributed 
to the fact that the homes demand 
dance records more than the vocals 
or monolog type. This, however, is 
accounted to the fact that most 
every home has a radio, and while 
they are fed up on ballads they must 
have the dance music whenever 





Boston. His second date is New 
York, 

Lewis will act as the m. c. in the 
houses. 


they want it, 


von | 


This will be done through the 
Famous Music Company, which is 
jointly owned by Paramount and 


ment with Harm’s whereby, after 
Feb. 1, Harm’s will no longer act 
as the selling agent for Famous, 
but Famous will thereafter act as 

Agents and 
be established 
throughout the country by Par for 


subsidiary to 
will be absorbed by the 


Brunswick during 1930, are Winnie 





LAYOFF TRAGEDY 





Seal act laying off for. six 
months finally grabbed a date. 
Manager now sorry because all 
the seals were drowned at the 
first show. 

They had forgotten 
swim. 


$500,000 IN RED STAR 
| TIE-UP FOR ENGLAND 


Campbell, representing 
Campbell & Connelly, English pub- 
the deal 


how to 











Jimmy 


lishes, completed with 


his firm will have the British rights 
to the Rer Star catalog for a period 
of three years starting at once. 
and sealed 
in New York last Wednesday night. 
Financial end involves around $500,- 


Agreement was signed 





000 spread over the three year 
period, 
In addition to the publishing 


|rights Campbell & Connelly will 
have exploitation access to the Brit- 
ish Gaumont chain of picture houses 
in England . controlled by Fox. 
They will be privileged to open sheet 
music counters in the lobbies simil- 
arly to the counters now main- 
tained in most of the larger Ameri- 
can deluxe palaces. This will be 
an innovation in England. 
Because of their wide representa- 
tion of American publishers Camp- 
bell & Connelly are now planning 
the organization of a second com- 
pany in London to provide addition- 
al outlet, New company will be sep- 
arate from, although controlled by. 
the parent company. 

They have just organized in 
France and Germany a company 
to handle these countries. W. De- 
Morneys, a Belgian millionaire, is 
associated with them in the con- 
tinental venture. 

Besides Red Star the British 
rights for Jack Robbins, Billy Rose 
and Vincent Youmans are con- 
trolled by Campbell & Connelly. 

Red Star-Campbell-Connelly deal 
for the English distributing rights 
is to be closed today (Wednesday), 
and is for a period of two years. 
Transaction will mark the highest 
figure ever paid for the English re- 
leasing rights, it is said. 

It is reported that Campbell and 
Connelly will pay Red Star $200,000 
a year, with $100,000 to be paid 
when the contract is signed and an- 
other $100,000 July 1, 1930. 

It ig reported that the Red Star 
will also close a deal with Davis 
of Australia this week. This again 
sets a precedent for Australian re- 
leasing rights. Davis, it is report- 
ed, will pay $20,000 a year to the 
Red Star, This contract with Davis 
is for one year only, with Fox hold- 
ing an option to purchase 51% of 
Davis Co. and operate it ag a Fox 
subsidiary. 

Pat Flaherty, general manager of 
Fox’s Red Star Music Company, 
was made an executive vice-presi- 
dent of the firm last week. W. R. 
Sheehan is first vice-president with 
William Fox president. 





LETS RICHMAN GO 


Harry Richman leaves the Para- 
mount, New York, next week upon 
completing his contracted four 
weeks with Publix. 

Option on further services will 
not be exercised. 





OPERA’S NEW BOOK 


Vienna, Jan. 13. 

A new book to “Simone Bocca- 
negra,” opera by Verdi, has been 
written by the Viennese author, 
Franz Werfel. First performance 
took place successfully at the Vi- 
enna State opera house last night. 

Leading parts were sung by Maria 
Nemeth, Rode, Pataky and Mano- 
warda, Dr. Lothar Wallerstein and 
Professor Roller are responsible for 
the production and the scenic deco- 
rations. Director of the opera house, 
Clemens Krauss, will copyright the 
new version. 





HELEN KANE AIR M. C. 


Paramount will have a girl m. ec. 
for its radio hour Jan. 25. Helen 
Kane will act as interlocutor, 

Paul Ash will broadcast from the 
Oriental, Chicago, hooking in on 
the hour from that stage, and others 
on the program include Jesse Craw- 
ford, organist; Lillian Gordon, Paul 
Small, David Mendoza and the 
Paramount Symphony Orchestra, 
and the Paramount-Publix Play- 
house air show, entitled, “Jazz a la 
Carte.” 





| 


| Fox’s Red Star Music Co. whereby | 


Inside Stuff—Music 


But the adherents of either cause say plenty. It is said in music 
circles that it is hardly likely that Mengelberg will be with the Phil- 
harmonic next year. 








Carl Hemmer must pay $1,065 in an arbitration with Brian Marlow 
and Burton Lester on their claim for $1,000 royalties under a judgment 
filed in the N. Y. Supreme Court. * The judgment represents $1,000 
awarded by Daniel A. Poling, John W. Searles and Knowles Entrikin 
last April on their contention that they delivered the synopsis of a 
book for a musical comedy and were to have had $1,000 advance 
royalties. : 

Hemmer contended they should have nothing because the book sub- 
mitted was not suitable for production. 





Robbins’ House Organ 
Robbins Music Co. on Jan. 22 issues its house organ, “Round Robins,” 
which wili be a semi-monthly affair for all employees, associate and deal- 
ers. No other music publisher maintains a house organ. 
Another innovation from the same company is a bulletin service under 
the title of “Robbins Radio Ripples,” which will go to all radio announc- 
ers, program directors and advertising managers with radio accounts to 
assist them with suggestions, etc. It will resembie in this particular 
Victor’s Monthly phonograph bulletn to dealers. 

Both of the Robbins’ pamphlets will be edited by George Lottman. 


Warings Are Back 

Warings Pennsylvanians are back in New York recording, the Florida 
boat engagement being off. Band had an agreement with the Amphitrite 
Company for the sunny clime engagement with Ed Strong, theatre and 
race track owner, guaranteeing the instrumental outfit. 

Band and boat were to have opened Jan. 18 but the project was called 
off when Florida authorities refused to permit the craft to enter Biscayne 
Bay. An attempt to move furnishings and personnel to the Hollywood 
Country Club down there is also reported to have failed. 


Cutting Music Units 


The sock that the Piantadosis received two weeks ago when Warners 
broke up their organization, after building it up and letting it run for 
seven months, is taken by publishers as an example of how the picture 
industry can make and unmake music units. Heretofore, it was all 
make, new organizations were established or bought; they were fed 
theme songs and all looked rosy for them. Then the film companies de- 
cided that they were carrying to much music overhead and started trim- 
ming costs. . 

Warners’ overtures to Paramount for the sale of its interest in Green 
& Stept and Davis, Coots & Engle were an example of how they are 
trying to trim sail. Then the Piantadosis were disbanded, which meant 
one organization less. 

It is still reported that Warners wants to lessen the number of its 
smaller publishers. The only thing smaller organizations would lose 
in a sale by Warners to another company might be their names, Their 
contracts are so fixed that arrangements have to be satisfactory to both 
before the sale can be made. One of the companies also has the 
arrangement in their contract, being privileged to purchase back their 
own stock before it can be offered for sale to an outside company. 

Spier & Coslow will also lose their identity as a name when ‘they are 
absorbed by the Famous Music, which now controls them. 


Trouble started by Stokowski’s barring of late-comers to his cone- 
certs having quieted down, there is another and hotter row going on in 
high-hat music circles. 

The chief contestants are Arturo Toscanini, the Italian Flash, and 
Willem Mengelberg, the Flying Dutchman—‘“both members of this club,” 
so to speak, serving as associate conductors of the New York Philhar- 
menic Orchestra. Subscribers of the orchestra are divided into two 
hotly partisan camps, ready to do battle for their man’s cause. 

There may have been undercurrents of feeling between the two con- 
ductors when Toscanini had such a triumph as visiting conductor last 
year, but sub rosa enmity went right into forte at the ringside when 
Mengelberg took up the baton this séason after Toscanini had concluded 
the first series of concerts, according to printed reports. 


Mengelberg is said not only to have criticized the personnel of the 
orchestra at this time, but to have made definite aspersions as to the way 
the Italian Flash had given them a work-out. Toscanini heard about it 
and bitter letters and cables are said to have passed between the two 
maestros, with the supporters of either side also taking up the cudgels. 
When asked for a retraction of his statements, Mr. Mengelberg denied 
ever having made them. It is presumed they may have come from his 
manager. Mengelberg’s supporters are said to have staged the wonder- 
ful reception given the former at the first concert he conducted this sea- 
son. Since the public has been more or less tepid about showing en- 
thusiasm for the Dutch conductor, Toscanini-ites considered the furore 
(which probably surprised Mengelberg as much as anyone) a demonstra- 
tion against their man. 

Another thing resented by the Mengelbergians is the fact that Tos- 
canini alone is slated to conduct the New York orchestra on its Euro- 
pean tour. Wealthy Mengelberg supporters are said to have offered to 
subscribe to a fund for their man to conduct extra European concerts 
after the regular Toscanini series is ended. 

Directors state it has not yet been decided who will tour the orchestra 
through Europe. They deny the rumor that Mengelberg’s absence from 
several concerts due to an alleged attack of grippe had anything to do 
with the heated discussion, 





Carr and band at the Hollywood 
resturant, New York. 


HERE AND THERE 





Jack Johnson, former fighter, 
opened Jan. 17 at the Canton Pal- 
ace, New York. 





Jimmie Carr’s band follows Ben 
Pollock into the Silver Slipper this 
week. Carr, recentiy at the Holly- 
wood Restaurant, is in on an in- 
definite engagement. 








Peter Tinturin, 19, composer from 
Vienna, has joined Harms staff. He 


wili work with Irving Ceasar. 
Nueman Fuer, formerly with the 


Piantadosis, is now connected with 


Ken Walters is new floor man- 
the professional department of Re- 


ager at DeSylva, Brown and Hen- 





micks. derson’s. 

Harry Grey now in the protes-| Gilbert Jaffe, violinist, quits as 
sional department of Donaldson | orchestra director at Paramount, 
Denstas & Guaatte Omaha, to join Henry. Santrey’s 

& 7 ° band, 


A bus in which the Al Sky or- 


Phil Levant’s Koyal Revelers 
(MCA) opened at the Vanity Fair, chestra of Wisconsin was traveling 
Chicago. in Canada went haywire and was 


wrecked when it jumped the road 
outside London, Ont., Monday. No 














Jan Garber has replaced Jimmy ' injuries to the 15 occupants, 
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Along the Coast 


By Bill 


Swigart 





Hollywood, Jan. 17. 

Every composer and lyricist un- 
der contract to Fox was required to 
be present at the first audition for 
the new “Fox Follies of 1930.” Each 
tunester was called to play and sing 
his numbers and then outline a plan 
for staging them in the production. 
A critical jury consisting of pro- 
duction executives and directorial 
staff of the picture listened, made 
notes and in many instances ren- 





dered immediate verdicts. Out of | 
30 tunes submitted, four were 
selected. 


First National is now erecting a 
modern music building to headquar- 
ter the First National- Warner song- 
writers, who heretofore worked out | 
of the Warner studio. This is one 
of the first moves made by Bobby 
Crawford since he took charge of 
the camp three weeks ago. Other 
changes made by Crawford since his 
arrival was the temporary dismissal 
of Harold Berg, who had been writ- 
ing lyrics with M. K. Jerome. The 
staff will be slashed further to make 
room for the teams of Louis, Young 
and Warren and Stept and Green, 
who are due to report here around 
Feb. 1. 





Universal exercised its option on |} 
David Broeckman for another six | 
months. 

——= | 

Jose Bohr, who is scheduled to/| 
star in both English and Spanish | 
versions of “Heartstrings” for Sono- 
Art, is writing lyrics and music for 
the picture, which makes him the 
first actor to write his own numbers. | 
Others have tried. The nearest to| 
land was Sharon Lynn, who is a/| 
composer under cover. 





The new John McCormack pic- | 
ture, just completed at Fox, will! 
contain eight songs out of il re- 
corded. It is not decided which will 
be eliminated until the final editing. 
In addition to these the tenor sings |} 
a number in German, French and} 
Italian. | 

New numbers to be spotted in pic- 
tures at the Fox studios this week 
includes five sung by Charies Far- 
rell and Janet Gaynor in “High So- 
ciety Blues.” 

While the general rank and file of 
studios are prohibiting their con- 
tract players from entertaining at | 
night clubs, Fox goes one better by 
refusing to let their players partici- 
pate in any radio broadcasts without 
reasonable compensation. 


Dick Whiting is writing the com- 
plete score for Buddy Rogers’ new 
Paramount musical, titled “That 
Certain Young Man.” George Ma- 
rion, Jr., is doing the lyrics as well 
as the original story. 


Turk and Ahlert will move from 
M-G-M to the First National lot, as 
they are under contract to DeSylva, 
Brown and Henderson. The boys 
were loaned to M-G for three pic- 
tures, with permission to let Rob- 
bins publish their numbers, provid- 
ing they kick back 50% of the profits 
to D., B. & H. - 


A successful songwriter from Tin 
Pan Alley who never has had a 
music lesson in his life, and a com- 
poser of operas who studied under 
the best tutors in Europe, collabo- 
rated in writing the score for 
“Honey,” now in production at the 
Paramount studios. 

Sam Coslow is the Alley contribu- 
tion *to the matched duo of com- 
posers who merged their talents for 
this picture. His more qualified 
partner and scholar is Franke 
Harling. Coslow’s first job after 
graduating from the Erasmus High 
School in New York was reporting 
Tin Pan Alley news for Variety. 
Listening to the jazz composers day 
after day, he became imbued with 
the idea of composing himself. He 
wrote “Grieving for You” at the 
age of 17, haunted Al Jolson’s foot- 
steps until the blackface agreed to 
sing the song, and as a result be- 
came a hit overnight. “Animal 
Crackers,” “Bebe,” “Is It a Dream” 
and “True Blue Lou” followed. 

Franke Harling was born in Lon- 
don and began studying music at 
the age of 8, attended the Academy 
of Music in London, and studied 
under masters in Brussels, Paris 
and Berlin. His first noteworthy 
composition was “The Corps,” writ- 
ten while at West Point Academy. 
Song is now the official hymn of 
the Academy. Harling then turned 
commercial and wrote the score for 
“The Light of St. Agnes,” the first 
opera to contain jazz rhythm. 
“Deep River,” another opera in 
English, was his next achievement 
in “highbrow” music field. And 
now like Coslow he was brought 
to Hollywood where both are con- 
tributing their talents to writing 
Picture scores. 





Film Music Heads 
In recognizing music to be an in- 
tecral part in the present scheme 
of making pictures, Warners have 





not only drafted the best known 
composers from New York, but have | 
installed a music executive in the 


person of Bobby Crawford as a 
counterbalance for the _ creative 
staff. Crawford is assuming the 
position of director general over 
everything pertaining to music in 
both First National and Warner 
pictures, the same as J. L. Warner 
assumes authority over everything 
pertaining to the general 
tion of pictures. 

Each studio needs an executive of 


| the Crawford type who is not only 


versed in the creative 
music but the distribution 


thoroughly 
side of 


|} and all its business detail as well. 
| Fox like Warner’and First National 


are fortunate enough to have the 
head of their subsidiary music pub- 
lishing house on the ground where 
the music is created. 


Harry Tierney and Anne Caldwell 
have just completed the score for 
“Dixiana,” which will shortly go in- 
to production at the Radio studio 
as its first wide angle musical. The 
operetta, as some call it, is woven 
around the old south and is the 
first original to be written by Tier- 
ney for the screen. 





Sometimes dignified composers 
arriving here from the east are taken 


|off their high perch by the studio 


peasants as in the case of a sound 
mixer at the United Artists studio. 
It happened while Arthur Hammer- 
stein was rehearsing an actor for 
his new picture, “Bride 66." <A 
mixer yelled down from his booth, 
“doesn’t that guy know how to play 
a piano?” The ivory pounder hap- 
pened to be Rudolph Friml, who 
later found it required a new tech- 
nique to play for sound recording. 





| 


NEW RECORD ROYALTY 
AGREEMENT IN FRANCE 


Paris, Jan. 12. 
A new departure in the way of 
arranging for mechanical rights for 
canned music in France has been 
made by Francis-Day, newly con- 
tracted correspondents for Robbins 


}and other American music publish- 
;ers whom they had represented be- | 
produc- | fore. 


Up to now rights were collected 


| by an agency called Ediphone, offi- 





; cent 
}of the record, to be paid direct to| 


cial name of which was Bureau In- 
ternational, with the bureau keep- 
ing 25 per cent of rights for collect- 
ing expenses. 


This system is only used in France. | 


In Great Britain every publisher 
| collects his own rights, which are 
fixed by law at 3% per cent per 


side of the retail price of the rec- 
ord. In Germany, rights are col- 
lected by an organization called 
Annray, and in Italy by an official 
organization called Side. 

The arrangements just completed 
by Francis-Day with the whole of 
the French gramophone industry 
provide for a royalty of 3% per 
per side of the selling value 
them. Agreement is in force in all 
French speaking countries, such as 
Belgium and Switzerland. 

Previous arrangement varied con- 
siderably according to music and 
manufactures. 


Meyer Replaces Conrad; 


Crawford's F N Assignment | 


After all the fireworks illuminat- | 


ing the skies with a message that 
Al Dubin was sold over to Robbins 
and is slated to report for work at 
the M-G studio Feb. 5, it looks like 
a false alarm. Dubin declares he 
will not be satisfied to work any- 
where but at Warners and First 
National and Crawford is deter- 
mined to keep him, and that’s that. 


Harold Robert’s University of 


|Southern California 30-piece brass 


band was used for a musical se- 
quence in Paramount’s air picture, 
“Young Eagles.” The scene was in- 
jected to revive the songs made 


|popular during the war. 


Harry Ruby, New York composer- 
producer, arrived this week to begin 


|} work on his picture contract with 
| Rafdio. 
/collaborate on the score 


First assignment will be to 
and book 
for “Radio Ramblers,” taken from 
his own New York stage musical, 
“Ramblers”’...Two other New York 
and London composers in the names 
of Edward Pola and Eddie Brandt 
are also here making their debut as 
tunesters for Fox pictures. They 
were signed by J. J. McCarthy and 
will remain here as Red Star staff 
writers for at least three months. 


For the first time since the in- 
ception of talkers, Westerns have 
reached the same dignified level as 
its contemporary pictures classed 
as musicals and operettas. It has 
taken Ken Maynard, now producing 
for Universal, to blaze the trail and 
establish a precedent for making the 
first 100% western musical. Sam 
A. Perry and Joe Seitman are now 
engaged in writing the complete 
score. It will be released under the 
title of “Song of the Caballero,” and 
will contain at least seven songs. 


A chorus of 500 voices headed by 
John Boles sang “Song of the Dawn” 
for the Paul Whiteman revue now 
being made at Universal. The 
scene was one of the few exteriors 
used in the picture...Mary Nolan 
at the same studio augmented the 
Whiteman band on the last “Olid 
Gold” radio hour by singing the 
theme song from her picture, “The 
Shanghai Lady.” 


Roy Turner, formerly associated 
with the Paul Whiteman band, has 
been engaged by Paramount as a 
production unit music advisor. 
“Music Advisors” on this lot is a 
new vocation. Seven experts are 
now engaged in this capacity. 





Claims Theme Song Title 


Warner Bros., four of its sub- 
sidiaries among which are included 
two of its music publishing firms, 
and the Brunswick, Balke Collender 
Co., have been restrained by a tem- 
porary injunction in favor of Gene 
Austin by the New York Supreme 
Court, from’ publishing, distributing 
or advertising “I Gotta Have You” 
as a title for a song. 

Austin’s claim is that he had a 
prior right to this title by virtue 
of having published a song by this 
name before First National em- 
bodied its own tune of similar title 
in the picture “The Forward Pass.” 

The injunction does not interfere 
with the use of the lyrics in the 
picture as the court’s order is re- 
stricted only to the use of the title. 








Hollywood, Jan. 21. 

has been released 
from his contract with DeSylva, 
Brown, and Henderson by Bobby 
Crawford. George Meyer has joined 
Sid Mitchell and Archie Goettler, 
with the trio assigned to First Na- 
tional. 

Walter O’Keefe and Bobby Dolan, 
working at Pathe for the past year, 
also go to First National in another 
switch made by Crawford, Who also 
renewed one year contracts with 
Eddie Ward and Al Bryan. 


Con Conrad 





Bootleg Lyrics Sales 


Put Up to Government 


At a meeting of the American So- 
ciety of Authors, Composers and 
Publishers last week definite plans 
of action were discussed to stop the 
unauthorized street sale of copy- 
righted song lyrics. 

During the meeting, from ac- 
counts, the mob back of the bootleg 
sheets was described as a bunch of 
Chicago racketeers. 

The sheet racket, starting in 
Times Square, New York, has lately 
grown to huge proportions and has 
reached Canada. It has been a men- 
ace to the music publishing business 
for almost a year. Up to date the 
publishers have been unable to de- 
vise any means, legal or otherwise, 
of stopping it. 

Several attempts have been made 
to prosecute the salesmen, but the 
worst the pitchmen got were fines 
for peddling without licenses. One 
set of plates was destroyed in New 
York a short time ago, but that 
brought to light that the sheets 
were being printed secretly in sev- 
eral places. 

All efforts to determine the iden- 
tity of those in back and at the top 
of the racket have apparently been 
futile. 

Music publishers contend the 
sheet sales, in the profits from 
which they do not share, have cut 
deeply into the regular sheet music 
business. Decline at the music 
counters is held difectly due to the 
bootleg lyric peddlers. 

Thousands now learn the popular 
melodies from the radio, the pub- 
lishers state. With the lyrics avail- 
able for five or ten cents and the 
strain known, impulse to buy sheet 
music is eliminated. 

Publishers are said to have re- 
ferred the matter to U. S. Attorney 
Tuttle on grounds that the lyric 
bootleggers have infringed on music 
copyrights. Nathan Burkan is said 
to be working for the society on the 
legal aspect of the situation. 

An ironic fact is that a large part 
of the New York sales are made 
under the windows of the society’s 
offices in the Paramount building. 


DOUGHERTY AS HEAD 


Hollywood, Jan. 21. 
Dan Dougherty leaves Ager, Yel- 
len and Bornstein 
pecially for Columbia Pictures at 
its local studio, 
He will also be head of the music 
department. 





Vocco Moves East 


Rocco Vocco, for many years gen- 





to compose es- |} 


eral western manager in Chicago 
| for Leo Feist Co., has been trans- 
| ferred to New York as assistant to 
| i. ae . > ‘ : 
the president of the Radio Music 
Corp., holding company under RCA 
; of the Feist and Carl Fisher pub- 
| lishing firms. 


Previous offers to move were 
snubbed by Vocco because of his 
stock holdings in the Feist com- 


pany, of which he is an officer, and | 


his unwillingness to 
home in Chicago. 
Vocco goes to work here immedi- 
; ately. Chester Cohen, his assistant 
| in Chicago, succeeds him as Feist’s 
western manager. 


give up his 


Winkler Taking Over 
Benson Chicago Agency 


Chicago, Jan. 21. 





j 
| estimation. In some cases they even 


LONDON GROWS 
SKEPTICAL OF 
THEMIES 





London, Jan, 12. 
Advent of talking gave 
| birth to the theme song. The theme 
gave new ideas to the music 
|} publishers, And so started the 
| battle for “themies,” with pub- 
| lishers outbidding each other and 
| paying fabulous advance royalties. 
| After a year of themies, things do 


pictures 


song 


> 


not look so good here. Gramophone 
| companies, when told that a certain 
picture had five sure hits, found, 
after recording those numbers, that 
one hit would have been a better 


drew a blank. One flagrant case was 


| Joseph F. Winkler, former presi- | that of a publishing concer. claim- 


dent of the Chicago Federation of 


| 
} 
| 


| son 


Musical Agency which he will 
operate under his own name, guar- 
| $10,000 owed to members by Edgar 
| Benson, now among the missing. 

At one time the Benson agency 
| had 500 musicians continuously em- 
| ployed in this territory and was the 
| ezar of the local orchestra booking 

field. Crash of the Exchange State 
| Bank, with-Benson a_ stockholder 
and depositor, washed him up locally 
and when he blew out the Musicians 
Union expelled him. 

Winkler believes he can build up 
the former Benson agency to size- 
able dimensions. There is. practi- 
| cally no opposition in Chicago at 
| present. He was president of the 
union for 10 years prior to James 
Petrillo’s regime. 


NON-SYNC DEPT. CLICKS 


Publix Idea Not Yet a Year Old— 
Paying Own Way Under Morros 





Music Novelties department, out- 
growth of the non-syncronized 
| division created within Publix, is 
self-supporting and is _ reported 
turning a profit for Par’s chain sub- 
sidiary. Established.during 1929 for 
non-syne work on slides and disks 
| for popular songs, the department 
|}has now grown to the point where 
| it is serving the greater part of the 
| chain’s theatres with various kinds 
of material, 

Following the non-sync depart- 
ment’s organization early last year, 
in July the need for novelties in the 
music line determined Publix on the 
production of film matter to take 
the place of the non-synced stuff. 
“Deep Night,” built around the Rudy 
Vallee song, proved so successful 
around the circuit that “Garden in 
the Rain,” sung by Gene Austin, was 
made in August and since then a 
number of other film novelties have 
been turned out. 

Armistice Day film novelty went 
to 170 Publix houses; the Thanks- 
giving item to 230 and the Christ- 
mas film to 370. Currently this de- 
|partment is working on special disks 
and novelties for use during Wash- 
ington and Lincoln birthday weeks, 
as well as subjects for pop songs 
including theme numbers from Par 
talkers, 

Boris Morros is in direct charge 
of the Music Novelties department, 
matters of production being super- 
vised by E, H. Kleinert and booking 
and distribution by Joseph Ziman- 
ich. The department is operated as 
a separate unit in the Publix or- 
ganization, paying its own way. 


Suit Threat Over “Love” 


Hollywood, Jan. 21. 

Edmund Goulding, film director, 
who wrote “Love,” theme song of 
“The Trespasser” (UA), is on the 
verge of a legal battle to collect 
royalties on the song. Goulding, 
through his attorney, Milton Cohen, 
has notified of his demands, threat- 
ening action. 

Goulding contends that his agree- 
ment called for 50% royalties, but 
to date he has received nothing. 
Studio and Miss Swanson refuse to 
recognize the claim, 




















. 

: Symphonic Co. Sued 

| Attorney Jay Winston, 1440 Broad- 
way, has filed a suit of attachment 
in the New York Supreme Court 
|against the Symphonic Radio Cor- 
poration of America, 1133 Broadway 
for $1,500 fees as general counsel. 
The company is a Delaware 
} poration. 

Winston names George 


core- 


i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Singleton 


as the principal officer of the cor- 


j poration. 


| Musicians, has taken over the Ben- | 


anteeing the Musicians’ Union about 


| ing nine hits in one picture, only 


one materializing. And a. picture 
| now showing here, and credited with 


| 
110 successes, actually has two. 


Biggest song success of talkers 
was scored by “Broadway Melody,” 
“You Were Meant for Me” and 


“Wedding of the Painted Doll,” with 
Fox’s Movietone Follies second, 
which chalked up three hits out of 
about 10 songs, “Breakaway,” big- 
gest, followed by “Walking With 
Susie” and “That’s You, Baby.” 

While the themies have not proved 
the hits expected, popular songs 
have been quite successful. “Chloe,” 
“Let Me Dream in Your Arms 
| Again,” “Mean to Me,” “Carolina 
| Moon,” “Happy Days and Lonely 
Nights,” “Honey,” “Ain't Misbe- 
havin’,” “Dream Mother,” “Russian 
| Moon,” “Me and the Man in the 
| Moon,” “Get Out and Get Under the 
Moon,” “Come on, Baby,” “My Wife 
Is on a Diet,” “I Got a Feeling ’'m 
Falling” are by no mean. all the 
popular hits. - 

“Do Something,” “Ramona,” “Tl 
Always Be in Love With You,” 
“This Is Heaven,” “Glad Rag Doll” 
and “Precious Little Thing Called 
Love,” although actually themies, 
come under the category of pops, as 
they were plugged before the pic- 
tures saw London. 

Some English publishers have 
awakened to the fact that advance 
royalties for American songs are 
too high in proportion to value re- 
ceived, and have inaugurated a 
plugging campaign of home talent. 
This has led to the discovery of 
Leslie Sarony, a young actor who, 
as a songwriter, has turned out four 
hits. He ties with Horatio Nicholls, 
really Lawrence Wright, and Julian 
Wright and Ralph Butler. Joe Gil- 
bert, an American writing songs 
here, has two hits to his credit, 
while Henry Carlton, Harry Tillsey 
and Tolchard havé one each. 

Consensus of opinion among the 
publishers is that whether a song 
is a themie or a pop it requires 
plenty of plugging. That is why 
band leaders still have country man- 
sions and town houses, 














French Composers Heated 
Over Américan Invasion 


Paris, Jan, 12. 


Faubourg St. Martin (Paris’ Tin 
Pan Alley) is in a turmoil over’ the 
invasion of France by American 
music. Natives claim competition 
is so heavy they cannot hold their 
ground, and are trying to devise 
means to protect their interests. 

The Society of Composers and 
kindred associations held a meet- 
ing with a view to curbing the 
American menace, claiming that the 
French were thereby losing their 
taste for finer music. Also that 
rights accruing from French music 
played in America were not properly 
paid for, whereas the French system 
of rights collections insures pay- 
ment to American composers. 

They went so far as to suggest 
that no rights should be paid for 
American music used in France. A 
dinner held recently at the Hotel 
|Lutetia by members of the Chambre 
\Syndicate de la Chanson resounded 
with the same wails. 








U’S MUSIC STAFF 
Universal may organize its own 
musical staff, including dance @i- 
| rectors, 
Unit would 
| organization. 


not ve a publishing 





Friend Stays With Fox 
Hollywood, Jan. 21, 
Friend, songwriter, stays 
Fox. His contract is for one 
} year, not three months, as reported, 
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Radio Monopoly Charged Before 


Senate in Interstate Committee 


Wednesday, January 22, 1930 








Washington, Jan. 21. 


mittee calling for help. He was ac- 
tually the first witness to convince 
the committee that he knew what 
it was all about. 

In contrast Clarence Mackay, 
head of the Postal Telegraph, 
couldn’t answer a question on fin- 
ances of his company or practically 
any other phase without referring 


to his secretary. Mackay was there 
as the Couzens bill proposes to put 
all communications under one com- 
mission. 


Grigsby Charges 

B. J. Grigsby, president of the 
Majestic Manufacturing company, 
conceded to be the fastest selling 
set of them all, urged a pooling of 
patents. Majestic is paying 7% 
per cent. to RCA., General Electric, 
Westinghouse and the A. T. and T. 
as a combined holder of receiver set 
patents. On this Grisby said. 

“We did not pay this royalty be- 
cause we consider these patents 
worth such a royalty, but because 
the radio combine had so terrorized 
the industry and had so intimidated 
the jobbers everywhere that they 
are afraid to handle so-called “un- 
licensed” sets. 

In answer to Senator Couzens, 
Mr. Grigsby stated that he firmly 
believed independent manufacturers 
could turn out their sets without 
the use of a single RCA patent. 

Royalty of 7% has netted the 
RCA group from Majestic alone 
$5,302,879.15, said the witness. 

Politics Out 

Aylesworth’s appearance before 
the committee brought out that no 
government official had ever been 


| 





paid for broadcasting and that Wil- 


Continued radio hearings before | liam Hard, recounting the situation 
the Senate interstate commerce] in Washington each week for NBC, 
committee on the Couzens bill} gets $100 a broadcast. This brought 
still bring charges and counter | up the question of politics by Sen- 
charges of monopoly, broadcasting | ator Brookhart, to which Mr. Ayles- 
for the love of it, hold up methods, | worth stated that he was endeavor- 
etc etc. Hearings also brought, ing to keep his system nonpartisan 
and are still bringing, some of the | even to such an extent that “he 
biggest names in the industry. M.]|even couldn’t be a Republican any 
H. Aylesworth, head of N. B. C.,} more.” 
shot answers to the Senators’ ques- William S. Paley, head of Colum- 
tions so fast that he had the com- bia, stressed the large number of 


programs over his chain that 
not sponsored. He stated that dur- 
ing the past week but 22 percent of 
them were paid accounts. He fur- 
ther said that the advertisers have 
learned that when they plug their 
products too hard during a spon- 
sored program the listening public 
tuned out. Hence these announce- 
ments are boiled down to the very 
bone. 
Columbia 


are 


increased six-fold from 


July, 1928, to March, 1929, stated 
Mr. Paley. 
And in the midst of these hear- 


ings the question of re-appointing} 
the members of the Federal Radio 
Commission is causing no end of 
conjecture and also the U. S. Su- 
preme Court has started to listen 
to arguments on the property rights 
of radio, a decision upon which the 
whole future of the broadcasting 
industry depends. 


Radio’s 5th Ave. Office 


At 711 5th avenue is located the 
headquarters of the Radio Music 
Corp, 

It’s the holding company for 
Feist’s and Fischer's, the latter 
working publishers operating their 
own organizations. 

First time a popular music house 
has been represented on the avenue. 





Sirovich Heads WMBS 
Congressman William I. Sirovich 
has assumed the chairmanship of 
the board controlling radio station 
WMBS. Plans are afoot for ex- 
pansion of that station by entrance 
into a national tie-up. 





LEADING ORCHESTRAS DIRECTORY 








[IRVING AARONSON | 


and HIS COMMANDERS 


Featuring 
“RED STANLEY” and PHIL SAXE 
AT 


ROMAN POOL’S CASINO 
Miami Beach, Florida 














| OWEN FALLON | 
And His CALIFORNIANS 


Now Playing Second Year 


WILSON’S BALLROOM 
(Formerly Cinderella Roof) 


LOS ANGELES 





FROM DETROIT 


MAL HALLETT | 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
9 SEASONS ON BROADWAY 
En Tour 


Opening Soon at the Million Dollar 
Arcadia Ballroom, B’way and 53rd St. 











Management 
CHARLES SHIRBMAN, Salem, Mass. 


VINCENT LOPEZ | 
and His ORCHESTRA 


Sammering at the 
PELHAM HEATH INN 
Pelham, N. ¥. 


Doubling at the 


ST. REGIS HOTEL 
New York City 


GEORGE OLSEN | 


AND HIS MUSIC 


ROOSEVELT HOTEL 
HOLLYWCOD, CALIF. 
With SID GRAUMAN 
VICTOR RECORDS 


| ARTHUR WARREN | 


AND HIS 


Park Central Hotel Orchestra 


New Teck, New in Sais Dining Boo 

ow m 
rt 

f6f Reonaye Row York, Suite 7 
































| THE BRICK TOPS | 
(PARISIAN RED HEADS) 
America’s Greatest Girl Band 


Permanent Address 
28 West North St., Indianapolis, Ind. 


(JEAN GOLDKETTE 


Orchestras 
VICTOR RECORDS 


Office: 812 Book Tower 
DETROIT 




















| TAL HENRY 


and His ORCHESTRA 
Victor Records 
Warner Bros.-Vitaphone Artists 


Exclusive Management 
Orchestra Corp. of America 
650 Broadway, New York 

















| B. A. ROLFE | 
Radio’s Premier Conductor 


Lucky Strike Dance Orchestra 


Palais D’Or Restaurant Orchestra 
Edisen Ace Recording Orchestra 


| ANSON WEEKS | 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
Now in Third Year at the 


HOTEL MARK HOPKINS 


San Francisco 
COLUMBIA RECORDS 


(PAUL WHITEMAN| 


And His Greater Orchestra 


Now Making 
“KING OF JAZZ” 
for Universal 
Personal Rep.: JAS. fF. GILLESPIE 




















If You Don’t Advertise in 
VaRrETY | 


You Don't Advertise 











WHAT, NO ZITHER? 


Hollywood, Jan, 21, 
Locai music stores are dis- 
playing the latest in compact 
entertainment for the home. 
It’s a combination radio- 
bookcase - phonograph - piano- 
writing desk. 











Briton Proposes Little 
Theatre for U. S. Radio 


Cecil Lewis, dramatic production 


manager for the British Broadcast- 


ing Company, who is over here on 
a leave of absence to look over the 
American broadcasting situation, 
was introduced to the American 
press last week by N. B. C. 

Mr. Lewis had a number of sug- 
gestions to make on the subject of 
American broadcasting. 

After he was introduced by Mr. 
McClellan of N. B. C., Mr. Lewis 
began his talk. 

He believes that the American 
idea of commercial broadcasting is 
all wrong. It is not right that the 
radio public should receive ail en- 
tertainment without paying and 
then the ccmpetition that commer- 
cial programs create limits and 
hinders the best possibilities of 
radio work, he says. We merely 
make programs that will sell in- 
stead of giving the best we can 
and thereby destroy or rather hin- 
der the new art form that has been 
created for the radio. There is a 
new art form in the guise of radio 
plays and Mr. Lewis has some with 
him. 

The time limits on programs also 
hinder the best possibilities of 
radio programs and our programs 
do not cater to the intelligent mi- 
nority of people in our country. 

Mr. Lewis’s main suggestion cen- 
tered around the formation of an 
altruistic station where art for art’s 
sake would be considered. 

Mr. Lewis stressed plays as the 
new art form, although discussions 
of controversial subjects would also 
be an item. 

“An altruistic station is what is 
really needed,” he said. 

Mr. Lewis then offered to answer 
all questions asked. There was 
rather a lack of questions, but one 
newspaper person suggested that 
the “altruistic station” would have 
to be an experimental one and in 
its art aim somewhat equivalent to 
the little theatre in America. 

“Splendid,” said Mr. Lewis. 

“Someone like Otto Kahn would 
have to back it,” the reporter 
added. 

“Splendid. Couldn’t be better.” 

Silence reigned and no questions. 

After a pause the m. ec, of the 
meeting said, “I can’t think of any- 
thing better than to say that the 
meeting is adjourned.” 

Mr. Lewis again said, “Splendid.” 





Clash on Band Account 


An unusual broadcasting situation 
has arisen between C.B.S' and 
WMCA with the installation of Jan 
Garber’s band in the Hollywood 
Restaurant, 

Previous to Garber’s entrance into 
the eatery the two previous bands 
went over WMCA exclusively. This 
was secured through Nils T. Gran- 
lund holding an interest in the 
eatery and also being special an- 
nouncer for WMCA. The restau- 
rant paid $200 weekly for the 
broadcast. When Garber came, be- 
ing an M.C.A. band and M.C.A. 
bands mostly go over C.B.S., the 
latter network put a wire in the 
eatery and etherized Garber’s music 
gratis twice weekly. They did not 
use N. T. G. as announcer due to 
his WMCA arrangement and be- 
cause they wanted an announcer of 
their own. The restaurant also re- 
fused to give up its WMCA broad- 
cast because of N. T. G. 

Meanwhile both C.B.S. and 
WMCA are using Garber, with the 
Hollywood paying $200 weekly to 
WMCA for the thrice a week broad- 
cast and C.B.S. putting him on the 
air twice weekly and free of charge. 


KWKH to Be “Good” 


Washington, Jan. 21. 

KWKH, Shreveport, La., has 
written the Federal Radio Com- 
mission that it will be “good” from 
now on. 

It will drop all “hells” and 
“damns” which so riled Senator C. 
C. Dill as to cause many to think 
an opening wedge for censorship of 
the air was in the offing. 








WHITEMAN’S 10 NUMBERS 

Most theme songed pictures will 
be Paul Whiteman’s. 

Universal is putting 19 special 





note numbers into the revue. 


The Air Line 


- —— 


By Mark Vance 





Must be running excursions into 
the N. Y. stations to carry the great 
number of sopranos and femme in- 
strumentalists running at large on 
the air. 

Midweek sing via WEAF featured 
a mixed quartet. Arthur Billings 
Hunt, baritone, sang pleasingly. 
Harry Horlick’s orchestra enlivened 
Stars of Melody program (WJZ) on 
same hour. Piano duetting by Phil 
Ohman and Victor Arden worth 
while. Irving Kaufman in good 
voice during Champion Sparkers’ 
period. Coward Comfort music 
(WEAF) came over effectively. 

Vallee Hour Off 

Rudy Vallee and his Fleischmann 
Hour program were missing. Period 
turned over so NBC could broadcast 
speech of Charles Evans Hughes. 
Smith Brothers on WJZ for usual 
weekly vocal hurrah. Brothers im- 
personated by Billy Hillpot and 
Scrappy Lambert; teamwork show- 
ing results. 

WABC worked in a special hook- 
up with WMAL in Washington on 
fourth anniversary celebration of 
latter station. Senator Jones spieled 
on “the Voice of Washington.” Spot- 
light mainly on U. S. army band in 
spiffy program. 

Cowboy Song Revived 

John White seems to know about 

all the songs the cowboys of yester- 





U. S. Air Control at Stake 
Before Supreme Court 


Washington, Jan. 21. 

U. S. Supreme Court seemingly is 
going to sidestep a decision on the 
battle of WGY for full time on the 
air. 

Justices during the hearing hinted 
the lower court decision should 
stand and that the case was im- 
properly brought before the highest 
tribunal. 

When it came to counsel for the 
broadcasting company to argue he 
was excused. 

Broadcasters as a whole were 
hopeful the court would follow this 
course and thus force a decision 
on the other pending case, that of 
a small station near Chicago that 
brings up the one direct question 
—property rights. 

It will be an important decision 
from every angle, attorneys here 
admit, and, if favoring the station, 
upset the present entire system of 
broadcasting and take control ac- 
tually from the government. 


RCA Defends Patents 


Wilmington, Del., Jan, 21. 

Permanent injunction against the 
Universal Radio Co., to prevent in- 
fringement of patents on amplify- 
ing units, was filed by RCA in Fed- 
eral Court here Friday. DeForest 
Radio Corporation, because of re- 
fusal to act as co-plaintiff, is also 
named as a defendant. 

Development of the patents by 
RCA through indirect license agree- 
ments has involved expenditures of 
millions. They were obtained by 
Lee DeForest in 1924 and based on 
inventions made by him prior to 
1914, Licenses to develop a part 
of the patents was assigned to the 
American Telephone & Telegraph 
Co., which in turn assigned them 
to RCA, 

It is a rule that a license holder 
may act against infringement of 
patents only if the patent holder 
acts. Otherwise the patent holder 
is made a defendant, as in this 
case with DeForest. A. T. & T. is 
acting as co-plaintiff. Bill is signed 
by .William Brown, vice-president 
of RCA, and officials of A. T. & T. 

The disputed patents cover a 
feed-back regenerative arrangement 
of three electroid vacuum tubes or 
audions whereby current variations 
in one circuit create corresponding 
variations which feed back to the 
first circuit, further amplifying in 
the first tube, and in turn amplify- 
ing in the second. This is a vital 
principle in modern radio construc- 
tion, as well as in other amplify- 
ing devices such as talkers. 

Judge Morris will hear the first 
arguments on February 1. W G. 
Mahaffy is attorney for RCA here. 
None has been named for the de- 
fendants. 

DeForest Corporation was the 
victor recently in the same court 
when Judge Morris handed down 
a decision against RCA, after that 
company had been charged by De- 
Forest with violation of the Clay- 
ton anti-monopoly act. Decision 
has since been appealed. 








“Taps”—Shaw Settlement 
“Taps” suit against Milt Shaw, 
band leader, to collect $400 over- 
due as commission, was settled out 





of court last week for $240. 


year used to sing, and he’s reviving 
‘em via WOR. Julius Tannen was 
bright, particular star of Philco 
period WABC. Roy Ingram and 
band showed up on early assign- 
ment (WABC) and registered. 

Jack Frost’s melody moments 
(WEAF) holding its own in genera] 
musical layout. RCA Victor hour 
offered Countess Olga Mendolago 
Albani, Spanish soprano; has voice 
of high range that came over nicely. 

Mendoza Standard 

More good music during Maxwell 
House period WJZ. Dave Mendoza’s 
orchestra doesn’t miss. Atwater 
Kent program WJZ becoming a sta- 
tion standard. Orchestra unusually 
good. Ludwig Laurier’s music WJZ 
for Slumber. 

Emery Deutsch and orchestra ef- 
fective with Dream Boat music from 
WABC. 

Guy Lombardo again offered 
splendid air program WABC. Ann 
Leaf WABC appeared to have better 
organ layout than generally. 

Happy Troubadours have vocal 
signature (WMCA), and they appear 


via WOR as the Minstrels. An- 
nounced as formerly of Major 
Bowes’ Capitol Family. . Village 
Grove Nut clubh WMCA repeating 
former crazy-quilt program. Mike 


returns depend greatly upon Lou 
Dolagoff’s rapid ad libbing as m. c. 
He was away for a time, with Bud 
Murray doing the spieling. 

Stromberg-Carlson period (WJZ) 
had Rochester Civic Orchestra. 
Here's a fine organization and great 
musical entertainment. Guy Lom- 
bardo and band (WABC) for Burns 
cigar period; period embellished by 
Frohne Sisters in vocal harmony and 
Ted Husing’s announcing. Delivery 
Boys, Shuster and Tucker (WMCA), 
hit best on the double numbers. 
Dorian stringed outfit on WOR 
keeping up excellent musical pace. 

Vic Irwin and Mayfair roof or- 
chestra (WMCA) revived some an- 
cients. A lusty-voiced blues singer 
between pops. Chesebrough Real 
Folks had a sleighing party (WJZ). 
Country life episode, with the com- 
edy weak. Pleasing songs via “An 
Evening in Paris” (WABC). A lit- 
tle band called the New Yorkers 
(not from the Hotel New Yorker) on 
WGBS. 
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Miami Beach, Jan. 19. 
Six major night club premieres 
were launched in a glittering sea of 
champagne, lovely women and sun- 


tanned men last week, which 
marked the official opening of 
Florida’s winter splurge. White | 


flannels and afternoon frocks were 
dispensed with in favor of formal 
attire. Ideal weather the 
with all natural 
bril- 
liant stars and clear, deep skies. 
Most notable were the 
mieres of the exclusive 
in Miami Beach and 
Club’s dinner dance in 
Villa Venice and 
last Tuesday night, although the 
former did not announce its pre- 
miere until Wednesday, the 


dressed 
the 


sized m«¢ 


occasions 


elamour of over 


ons, 
class pre- 
Deauville 
Embassy 
The 
opened 


the 
Miami, 
Floridan 


guests. 

Roman Pool’s 
last Thursday night, drawing 
largest Broadway following. 
400 assembled, 
there room for 
Tucker’s premiere at 
drew about 300. 


Casino premiered 
the 
Nearly 
although 
more. Sophie 
the Floridan 
Accommedations for 
splendid premiere of 
the which attracted 
big a Rolls-Royce patronage 
Deauville and Coral 
try Club, was not 


guests 


was 


500. Even the 


Embassy, as 
as the 
Coun- 
overcrowded. 


Gables 


Plenty of tables unoccupied, despite } 


a mob of 300 distinguished visitors 
Majority of the ringside guests were 
easily recognized as followers of 
the Lido, Montmartre, Trocadero and 
Casino in New York. There is little 
question that the New Yorkers are 
the most inveterate of the night 
clubbers. 

Several of the clubs have gambling 


rooms adjoining. The folks are 
constantly leaping from tables to 
roulette wheels and back to catch 


of the lavish floor shows. It 
is especially remarkable that Florida 
perhaps the poorest array of 
talent in its history. Aside from 
Sophie Tucker and Ramon and 
Rosita there are virtually no names, 
except in the orchestral division. 


parts 


has 


Villa Venice 

Bouche's Villa Venice 
bought from Patterson, of 
National Cash Register com- 
pany, and cost $372,000, accord- 
ing to inside figures. ' It is situated 
on the ocean in’ Miami Beach, the 
Roney Plaza’ slightly more than a 
stone’s throw away; - Its show’ in 
no way conforms to its dazzling en- 
virons. Bouche is remembered: as 
the man who-tried to succeed Rector 
on Broadway - by . opening the 
Claridge several years ago. He is 
direct from Chicago, and owner of 
the Moulin Rouge there. 

His 
Sisters, 


was 
the 


who: harmonize well, al- 


NIGHT CLUBS 








Florida Night Clubs 


Tues- | 
day night opening being for special | 


show -features the Darling 





THE CROONING 
TROUBADOUR 


WILL OSBORNE 


Whose . magic voice brings 
music into millions of homes 
via Station WABC and the 
Park Central Hotel, simply 
MUST be discriminating about 
his programs. That's why he 
consistently features the three 
‘feaders’’ of music business. 


“Singin’ in the Rain” 
“How Am I to Know?” 
“Just You, Just Me” 


— a 
| 





| 


i though they had been separated a 
| year. Show opens with nine girls 
in tableau hokum, two cave men 


| tossing them on the floor and the 
bee mesmerizing their figures for 
vn finish. . 

The work of Eastern and Hazel- 
| 


ton, dance team, was excellent. 
Sonia Kasten’s Hawaiian and 
snake dance also liked. Show has 
only a fast finale to its tempo 
credit. Ensemble is omposed of 
large virls, few pretty Fortunately 
there is comedy supplied by Wadi- 
moff, Ferguson and Emil, which 
|trio do a comedy grind organ 
number There are three sister 
teams in the show, including the 
Darlings and LaRues, the ird pair 
Lorraine Sisters, doing fine high 
kicks and expert whirls. John 


and Mario Vero are re- 
lespectivels the tenor and prima 
donna, the latter highly operatic, 
but with little floor show poise. 
Villa Venice is new. It seats 
about 400 in the main room, and as 


Shevelin 


many on its circular veranda. It 
; : 

| did not approach capacity opening 
knight and unless the show is 


strengthened cannot hope to draw a 


regular crowd. Al Moore's band 
from Zoston is moderately good. 
| Show also needs girls to properl) 
display the dazzling costumes rhree 
shows a night, including the suppe! 
| hour. 

Embassy 

| An $8 couvert was attached to 
opening of the Embassy, which is 


inhabited by sophisticates, the ma- 
jority elderly, yacht-bronzed men 
and gay, exquisitely adorned young 
| women, 


enhanced by music coming from 
the long balconies, on which 
Hawaiian guitarists, male and fe- 


male, strummed during intervals of 


Gaiety of this throng was | 


cayne Bay. 





Karl, of Guinan's old 
Salon Royale, headwaitering. Wohl- 
man and Miss Tucker conflicting oc- 
casionally on songs. 3oth go over 
strong, but acoustics are not so hot. 





Roman Pools Casino 
Roman Pools Casino burst 
bloom with a $10 couvert. Fee 
be $4 henceforth. 
‘One of the Crying 


into 
will 


Goldman’s— 


| Al—directing the place; Christo and 


Steinberg the operators. 
group 
or N. T..G. 





the Stem. Several pretty husky, 
but that seems to be the type de- 
sired in Floridan retreats. Ethel 
Merman, billed as a picture star 
is here from the Les Ambassadeurs 
in New York Her work is gradu- 
lally improving. Grace Kay White 
and Ralph Wonders singing and 
dancing, Wonders serving as m. « 
Irving Aaronson and his Comman 
iers are the only ones in ights 


outside 


The former Richman club orches- 


tra is one of the best in the resort 
sector. Its entertainment surpasses 
jthe floor show. Granlund is not 
with his girls. Show is slapped 


together in a hurry with only a day 





or two rehearsal down here. Yet 
it goes better than the others. 
Deauville 
Deauville’s premiere, with Emil 


Coleman’s orchestra and Ramon and 
Rosita the sole entertainment drew 
ithe cream trade. Bluebloods flocked 
to the opening in Miami Beach 
Nothing to surpass this spot in 


ployment of 
iscarcely 


sheer class. Gambling high. 

A general view of the night club 
situation is that many will floun- 
der. When even the premieres are 
not strong enough to require em- 
the silk rope, it is 
likely the future will be 


bright. Miss Tucker has been sing- 


ling to groups of less than 100, and 


the floor show. This club has no 
ensemble, and no outstanding 
names. Couvert during the week | 
lis $4. 


acrobatique, formerly 
with Maurice Chevalier at the 
Casino de Paris, performs a 
dance and then her rhythmic con- 
tortions. Plenty of class to her 
maneuvers. A mere handstand is 
elevated to an art by her technique. 

Val and Marion Vestoff bore down 
on the crowd, Vestoff himself re- 
ceiving tremendous acclaim for his 
ballet business. A.lounge dance, 
something unusual, was done by 
Pierce and Harris, The nonchalance 
and able work of this team ties up 
ithe show. Among the other enter- 
tainers were Margarita Howard, 


ae 
Florence, 


| coloratura prima donna, well re- 
|ceived;) Fuzzy Knight, who only 
goes on when the place is in the 


correct mood — very late — RBhyllis 


Ray, high kicks and songs; the 
Carter Boys, two fellows who chant 
blues passably; and Holly Hall, 
blues singer. Then there is Rex 


Reynolds, director of entertainment, 
a young man who knows all the 
folks here and has quiet methods of 
m. c’ing. Paul Rebucci’s orchestra 
jis in its fourth season here. 





Floridan 
Although there is not an extra 
large floor show at the Floridan, it 
has the combined weight of Sophie 
Tucker and Al Wohlman. Ted Sha- 
piro is at the piano for Miss Tucker. 
| This club is a hotel affair and has 


.} the environment of such, the guests 


parading the lobby and dropping 
into its coffee shop betwaen dances. 

Fairbanks Twins are dancing to- 
j}gether here, and the casters—Car- 
jlos, Chita, Leet and Albin—are a 
;sensation. Appearance, class and 
lability combined to perfection in 
|their work. Nina Susoff, Russian 
| dancer; Dulce Mooman, blonde 
| prima, with unusual range, but poor 
|}floor presence, and Dorothy Van 
Alst complete the show, aside from 
Freddy Hamm's orchestra. Place 
seats more on the balcony than in 
the main room. Situated on Bis- 





| 


tap | 





the other clubs on nights 
ing the premieres were 
deserted. 


tollow- 
virtually 


Broadcast Self io Jail 


Pittsburgh, Jan. 21. 

Al Schenk, formerly m. c. here 
at Eddie Klein’s Villa and later at 
Tracy-Brown’s Plaza, broadcast 
himself into jail last week. When 
Schenk ended his engagement at 
the Plaza several weeks ago, he 
departed forgetting his bill of $400 
at the William Penn hotel. An in- 
formation was filed against Schenk 
but police were unable to locate 
him, 

The other night two city 
tives, one of them Bill | 
were listening in on the radio at 
headquarters. 

“Station WOR broadcasting. 
Schenk speaking. I will now 
you a 
will like it,” was what they heard. 

Sullivan liked it so well he hoped 
a rattler immediately for Newark, 
arrested Schenk and hurried him 
back to Pittsburgh. He furnished 
bail. 


“Cap” Churchill Dies 


Captain James Churzhill, 66, fam- 
ous as a Broadway restaurant oper- 
ator for years before the advent of 
prohibition, died in Atlantic City 
Jan. 19 of pneumonia. 

With him at the Hotel Traymore 
were his -vife and three daughters. 

A resume of Churchill's career 
will be found in the obituary col- 
umn. 


EDWARDS’ MIAMI SHOW 

In a deal arranged by Charlie 
Morrison, Gus Edwards goes into 
the Floridian Hotel, Miami Beach, 
four weeks starting Feb. 4 for a flat 
salary of $20,000 for himself and a 
show. 

Edwards will stage the show and 


detec- 
Sullivan, 








numbers. 
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) CHEZ LES BORGIA | Boston’s Floating Spot 


(PARIS) 
Paris, Jan. 2. 
This characteristically French 
cabaret, by no means an inexpensive 


| spot, is the sole saving grace of the 


Rue Laferriere, an otherwise notori- 
ous side street in Montmartre where, 
if you’re not wary, escorting a nice 


| party or not, you'll be accosted from 


dancers are direct from | 


jis international timbre. 
| ventriloquial 





| specialists. 


| inevitable 
into the 


} 
a] 
sing 
little song and I. hope you} night clubs. 


ve ; almost any doorway, 
They get! 
;the Broadway mob proper. A 


The Borgia is another of those in- 


timate Parisian rooms, not unlike 
the Casanova of the Sheherazade, 
and much warmer. Ever since 
somebody mentioned that the Casa- 
nova waiters looked and acted like 
»j}ex-Russian royalty the snobbish 
vodka crew of waiters seem to have 
taken it literally, reacting against 
the place already. Shehe adei n't 
so bad, yet, but unlike both these 
ultra-Russe joints, the Borgia is 
characteristically native 
J Rof! tne impresario fives one 
illest value of any current nite club 
impresario in town, having an im 


portant 
wine-buyers. 


array of talent to attract the 
No couvert obtains, 


|, corporation fcrmed to 


i have 


excepting a nominal 10 or 20 francs | 


top, but the 260 francs per bottle for 
champagne (the real McCoy, of 
course) that stands the house 40 
and 50 francs is enough of a margin 
}to please everybody. 
Lucienne Boyer is 
spirit of Borgia 
bert-revued a season 01 
obviously m little 
command of 
n¢g Asa 
Satisiactory in 


the leading 
She was Shu- 
two 
tor 


the 
ago but 
America 
English for 


eans 
having no 
one thi looker she’s exoti 

cally -up but 
could hardly be as effective at long 
range. She’s a personality lyric 
songstress, doing too much. How- 
ever, she knows how to handle her- 
self, and her lyrics are seemingly 
| compellers., 

Same goes for Pizella, juvenile 
with Mistinguett’s “Paris-Miss” at 
the Casino de Paris and a standard 
| Casino juv. Pizella knows his oats 
ia bit better, not overdoing it so 
much, and clicking heavy with the 
‘femmes on the male s. a. With a 
| little more English he could be han- 
dled as a cafe personality; the 
|Frenchiness might be a class nov- 
| elty. 

Leo-Bill, just back from America, 
His novelty 
act with the novelty 
dummy contrived from his fist is in 
itself different. His spiel is effective 
judging from the returns. 

Olga Galitch, Pierre Dac, Tessye 
Harrisson, Mado Stelly and Lucette 
Jousy are an assortment of vocal 

Codolban’s Roumanian 
a string quartet, with the 
cymDalom, fits perfectly 
room, Abel. 


CiIOSE 


orchestra, 


Embassy Club Bankrupt 


Toronto, Jan, 21. 
It’s a tough season in Toronto for 
The Embassy. Club has 
gone into bankruptcy, with cash in 
the bank listed as $4.73. Liabilities 
total $122,439.84, 

Eugene Desjardines is president 
and Hartland P. Rowell secretary. 
A large proportion of the liabilities 
is made up of $80,820 due the Em- 
bassy Holding club. 





UBERALL-MOSS TO TRY ROAD 

Benny Uberall and J Moss, who 
click2d with the Hollywood res- 
turant on Broadway, have virtually 
closed negotiations for Woodmans- 
ten Inn. 

The roadhouse is closed via gov- 
ernment padlock, but the closure 
expires May 1. Plans call for a 
| Nils Grandlund floor show. 


Coast M. C. Shuffle 
Los Angeles, Jan. 21. 
M. C. shuffle puts Ralph Pollack 
in front of the stage band at the 
Colorado theatre, Pasadena,. with 
Slim Martin brought here to work 
with Paul Titsworth’s band at the 








Fox Boulevard. 








Ready to Open Feb. 1 


Boston, Jan. 21. 
Show Boat, Inc. a 
convert the 
Cora F. Cressy into 
dine and dance palace, 
asked a hearing before the 
Massachusetts Public Utilities De- 
partment as an answer to an order 
of the department that forbade 
further stock selling. 

According to the 
was learned that 
seven first 
value of 


Officials of 


schooner 
a floating 


derartment, it 
salesmen had 
mortgage notes,” 
$2,500, to Miss 
Boorman, 76 years old, of 
Mass Miss and 
salesmen private 
District At- 
Clason in 


sold 
Ca h of | 
Laura 
Becket Boorman 
attended a 
office of 
Charles R. 
ingfield and at that 
resentment 
her affairs. 

The notes were said by the com- 
pany Officials to be secured by a 
mortgage of $20,000 on the schooner. 
The mortgage has been deposited 
with the Gloucester National Bank 
and the notes were made payable to 
that institution. 

According to 
neer Kaufman 


aring in the 


Sn time she 


é pressed ior inter- 


ference’ in 


Consulting Engi- 
plans for the boat’s 


equipment and usage have been 
98% completed. It is expected to 


ommodate 1,500 persons and will 

be permanently attached to a wharf 

at the Northern avenue bridge, 

soston. The opening date has not 

been set, but will be near Feb. 1. 
Club Wreckers 

In spite of damage done to the 
Plantation Club in Harlem Thurs- 
day afternoon when two men posed 
as federal agents and mangled the 
furnishings, the club re-opened 
Saturday. Revue members donned 
|} overalls and helped fix up the 
place. 

Management estimated the extent 
|of damage ta fixtures, musical in- 
struments -and girts’ costumes at 
25,000. Police placed the blame on 
opposition clubs in the neighbor- 
hood. 








WITMARK’S “AT-HOME” 

Witmark’s held its formal open- 
ing in its new professional offices 
in the Cunningham Building yester- 
day (Tuesday). 

Every publishing house along the 
main stem was represented. A i3- 
piece band supplied dansapation 
music during the afternoon, and the 
music broadcast over WMCA. 

Fort Wayne Bands 
Ft. Wayne, Ind., Jan. 21. 

Harry Swift, former piano player 
with Ted Lewis, has dbpened at the 
Mandarin restaurant here with his 
own orchestra. 

Wilbur Pickett and his outfit are at 
the Hotel Anthony, doubling after 
the stage show at the R-K-O Pal- 
ee, 
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EARL BAILEY | 


WITH HIS 
Ritz-Carlton Hotel 


Orchestra 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Management HARRY WALKER 


CLIFF WINEHILL 


Master of Ceremonies 


“THE PEANUT MAN” 


At Coffee Ciiffs 
jth St. and 7th Ave., New York 




















American Representative: 


LOUIS SHURR 
1482 Broadway 





(EDGAR) 


FAIRCHILD ™ LIN 


(ROBERT) 





Now in Our 26th Week at the 


CAFE DE PARIS 


London Society's Rendezvous 


P. S.—And They Want Us for Eight More Weeks 


London Representative: 


75 Suffolk Street, London, W. 1. 


DHOLM | 


RALPH DEAN 
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Obituary 





GEORGE LE MAIRE 
George LeMaire, 46, for years 
prominent in vaudeville and musical 
comedy died suddenly Jan. 20 of a 
heart attack in bed at his home, 15 
W. 55th street, New York. 
LeMaire, with Frank Conroy, be- 
came an comedy team on the 
Keith and Orpheum circuits 


ace 


some 


years ago after which they landed 
in musical comedy LeMaire be- 
came known in the profession as 
one of the best “straight” men in 
the business, 

Conroy and LeMaire appeared in 
many Shubert revueg Later they 
dissolved partnership, with Joe 
Phillips replacing Conroy when Le 
Maire returned to vaudeville. In 


addition LeMaire later was with the 
Ziegfeld “Follies” and “Scandals.” 
In 1920 he was associated with his 
brother, Rufus, in the producing of 
“Broadway Brevities.”’ ‘ 

Last year LeMaire was selected 
by Pathe to stage and appear in a 
series of comedies known as the 
George LeMaire shorts. As star and 
producer he made 17 two-reelers 
for this company. His first shorts 
were considered successful and his 
contract was renewed for two more 





THE JEWISH THEATRICAL 
GUILD OF AMERICA, Ine., 
Mourns the loss of a faithful 


and loyal brother 


GEORGE LeMAIRE 





series. He was under Pathe con- 
tract when he died. 

LeMaire was an Active member 
of the Friars’ Club, Masons, Jewish 
Theatrical Guild, N. V. A. and other 
theatrical organizations. He is sur- 
vived by his widow, Marie; a son, 
Jack, who was in a number of the 
LeMaire pictures; a sister, Mrs. Ida 
Goldgraber; and three brothers, 
Rufus, now in Los Angeles; Will- 
iam, now in pictures, and Sam, 
theatrical manager, now handling 
Publix units. 

The funeral was held at 5 o’clock 
yesterday (Tuesday) evening from 
Riverside Memorial chapel, 76th 
street and Amsterdam avenue, N. Y. 

The body was taken to LeMaire’s 
old home, Fort Worth, Tex., for in- 
terment. 





JAMES CHURCHILL 


James Churchill, 66, one of Broad- 
-Way’s best known restaurant men 
of the days before prohibition, died 
Jan. 19 of bronchial pneumonia in 
the Traymore hotel, Atlantic City. 
Mr. Churchill was staying there 
with his family when he became ill. 

Jim Churchill, prior to opening 
Churchill's restaurant, was a New 
York’ policeman, serving 20 years, 
starting as a patrolman and ending 
as a captain. He was “Cap” 
Churchill to his friends to the last. 

Churchill’s first restaurant after 
he resigned from the Police depart- 
ment was on Broadway on the block 
above the Casino, later run by 
“Jake” Wolf. He moved from there 
to the northwest corner of Broad- 
way and 46th street where now a 
Child’s flourishes. It was at this 
spot that he developed one of the 
first dance and cabaret places on 
Broadway. 

In the midst of the new Broadway 
night life the spot was frequented 
by show folk with whom “Capt. 
Jim” was extremely popular. Here 
Rutiolph Valentino is said to have 
been a “dance partner” for unac- 
companied women for the afternoon 
dance sessions, One of the un- 
alterable rules of Churchill’s was 
the exclusion of unescorted women 
at night. 

Churchill moved to the new loca- 
tion at 49th street, in a building he 
built out of profits in the 46th street 
corner, in order to have an estab- 
lishment of his own. He never 
prospered to the same extent after 
the change and when prohibition 
came he leased the property to a 
Chinese company. 

He is survived by his wife and 
three daughters, Milgred, Dorothy 
and Mrs. Margaret Funston. 





ART HICKMAN 
Art Hickman, 42, west coast band 


« leader, died in St. Francis Hospital, 


San. Francisco, Jan. 16, of intestinal 
trouble. Hickman had been very 
sick for six months and his condi- 
tion showed such improvement that 
recently he was permitted to leave 
the hospital. A relapse sent him 


back and three blood transfusions lustration. 


were made in an effort to prolong 
his life. 


Art Hickman was credited with 
being the first te hit the east 
with modern dance music desig- 
nated as jazz tempo. Hickman 
and band, who had achieved an 
enviable reputation through their 
jazz at the St. Francis Hotel, San 
Francisco, were brought to New 
York as a musical feature for his 
Amsterdam Roof show. Hickman 
beat Paul Whiteman into Broad- 


way with his style of music. 

Hickman in recent years had been 
with the Ziegfeld “Follies Revue” at 
Palm Beach. He gained some rec- 
ognition as a composer and had 
turned out several hits. 

His mother, Mrs. Lucinda Hick- 
man, and a sister, Pearl Hickman, 
dancing instructor, survive. 





HOWARD LANGFORD 
Howard Langford, 41, vaudevillian 
and light comedian, died Jan. 20 in 


Kings Park State Hospital, Long 
Island, of a complication of dis- 
eases. 


Mr. Langford was given a start in 
vaude some years ago in Chicago by 


William B. Friedlander, who, with 
Joseph Sullivan, was producing 
musical tabs in vaude. His first 


stage prominence came through his 
work in “The Four Husbands” (tab). 

He later teamed up with Ina 
Fredericks and played the Keith 
houses for several years. When T. 
Roy Barnes left “Katinka” (musi- 
cal), Langford was chosen as his 
successor. 

About a year ago he suffered a 
collapse and was removed to the 
Kings Park State Hospital under 
the care of the N. V. A. 

He is survived by his wife, Myra 
Langford, now playing vaude, and a 
child, 


BEN R. COOKE 


Ben R. Cooke, vaudevillain, died 
Jan. 17 at his home in Crystal 
Beach, Ont., of heart disease. He-is 
survived by his widow and a broth- 
er, Will Cooke, also on the stage. 

Mr. Cooke was the originator of 
the Bison City Quartette, consisting 
of Cooke, Harry West, Lester Pike 
and Frank Girard. Of the four, 
only Pike and Girard are alive. The 
quartette was a feature with Hoyt’s 
attractions and with Neil Burzess’ 
“County Fair.” 

Interment in Forest Lawn, Buf- 
falo, 





WILL COBB 
Will Cobb, 54, songwriter, died in 
Metropolitan State Hospital, Ward's 
Island, New York, Jan. 20, of a com- 
plication of diseases. The funeral 


will be held tomorrow (Thursday) 








MRS. FRANK NEWELL 
. Cousin of Vesta Tilly 


Devoted and beloved mother of Mrs. 
Swor, wife of Bert Swor, now one of 
the “Two Black Crows,” passed away 
Jan. 3, 1930, in Brooklyn, N. Y. 

“A devoted and beloved mother 
passed into the great beyond, gone, 
but never to be forgotten.” 


at 10 a. m. in the Riverside Chapel, 
76th street and Amsterdam avenue, 
New York, auspices American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers, of which Cobb was a 
member, 

Among his most popular numbers 
are “Good-bye Dolly Gray,” “Scheo] 
Days,” “Sunbonnet Sue,” “Yip-I- 
Addy-I-Ay” and "Waltz Me Around 
Again, Willie.” 










WILLIAM RHINOCK 

William Rhinock, 43, treasurer, 
Keith’s, Cincinnati, for many years 
and until it changed from two-a- 
day vaude to pictures in 1928, died 
Jan. 12 at Booth Memorial Hospital, 
Covington Ky., of stomach ulcera- 
tions. 

He was a nephew of the late 
Joseph Rhinock, Kentucky Con- 
gressman and a business partner of 
the Shuberts, 

His widow and a sister survive. 

Interment in Covington, Jan. 16. 





The mother (colored) of Princess 
Iona (vaude) died recently in Fred- 
ericton, N. B., Can. The girl at- 
tempted to reach home from Bom- 
bay, India before her mother died. 





Carl Hentschel, 65, died in Lon- 
don, Jan. 9, after a short illness. 
He was an ardent playgoer for over 
50 years and published a paper 
called ““‘The Playgoer,” later found- 
ing the “O. P.’”’ Club, which was an 
offshoot of the Playgoers Club. 

His business was printing, and 
founded a firm of photo-engravers 
and electrotypers, and he claimed 





to be a pioneer in newspaper il- 
Originally of American- 





Bearing Whales 





Hollywood, Jan. 21, 

Chap here is selling whales 
short. 

With demand for outdoor 
shows exceeding the supply, a 
local carnival man has sold 
six Jonahs to showmen in vari- 
ous parts of the country at 
10 grand each. He is hoping 
to get his whales at the pre- 
vailing price of $6,000, f.o.b. 
San Pedro, before the market 
goes up. 

Seamen are reporting a 
scarcity off the California 
coast and the whale gambler 
fears a bull market and the 
loss of his anticipated profit of 
$24,000. 














FOREIGN ACTS 


Numerous Outdoor Bookings Set 
For Acts Never Before in U. S. 








According to booking plans in 
New York there will be more new 
turns from Europe booked for fair 
and park dates this year than in 
any previous season. 

“First time in America” appear- 
ances will be set for the following: 
Rassana, female gymnast; Paul 
Salvaros and partner, perch act; 
Six Wilkes, triple bar act; Lya and 
Wolff, double trapeze turn; Victor 
Zacchoni, cannon act, all from Ger- 
many. 

Three Blerios, aerial novelty, from 
France; Eight Faludys, gymnasts, 
from Hungary; Les Urbanis, equili- 
brists, from France; Five Ehtors, 
risley and tumbling act, from Ger- 
many; Three Morleys, cycling nov- 
elty from Germany; Four Lyons 
gymnasts and perch workers, from 
Spain; Seven Arconis, German acro- 
bats, and Four Shamrocks, Irish 
acrobats. 





“Swede” Olsen’s Grief 


Davenport, Ia., Jan. 21, 


H. C. Price, also known as 
“Swede” Olsen, carnival wrestler, is 
in jail here while federal investigat- 
ors check up on him for a Mann act 
squawk made by his wife who told 
police he had been traveling with 
a girl. Price claims to be an 
ordained minister of the Emanuel 
Church of Christ, but he gave up 
saving souls to grapple with yokels 
who thought they could throw him. 

He said he toured through the 
south with several carnivals in- 
cluding the Atkins show and the 
Hansen show. 

Biz was bum so he came home 
and when he landed his wife called 
for the law. She said he sent her 
two bucks in June, but since then 
he hasn’t come through. 





DELLOYE PARALYZED 
Milwaukee, Jan. 21. 
Johnny Delloye, who has ap- 
peared for the last two decades 
with circuses and carnivals, is 
gravely ill, paralyzed from the 
hips down, at Green Bay, Wis. 





Polish extraction, he lived most of 
his life in England and was one 
of the characters in Jerome K. Je- 
rome’s famous book, “Three Men 
In A Boat.” 





John R. Crabb, 68, owner, Arena 
ballroom and skating rink, and the 
circus lots in Denver, died recently. 





Clement A. McMahon, 48, trea- 
surer, United Theatres Corp., Chi- 
cago, which operated two west side 
houses, died in Milwaukee, Jan. 14. 
Widow and daughter survive. 





The father of Helen Sternard 
(Two Sternards) died Jan. 13 in 
Evansville, Ind. 





The father of Polly Bartholdi died 
Jan, 18, Latter formerly conducted 
the Bartholdi Inn, later the Prince- 
ton hotel, 





Mary M. Horrie, 61, non-profes- 
sional, and sister .of Walter F. 
Driver, secretary of the Showmen's 
League of America, died at Grand 
Rapids, Mich., hor home, Jan, 16. 


Deaths Abroad 


Paris, Jan. 12, 

Eugene Morand, 75, French play- 
wright, died in Paris, he was born 
in Russia, 

Herr Landeker, 73, German musi- 
cian, died in Berlin, where he 
founded the Philharmonic orchestra 
in the former Skating Rink. 











Sea Elephants as Rivals 
To Embalmed Whales 


Los Angeles, Jan, 21, 

Four sea elephants have been 
brought from the Mexican seaboard 
to L. A. by Capt. George Breeder. 
The elephants have been installed in 
the plunge at Bimini Baths where 
Breeder hopes they will live for 
four months. 

In the past two years the Ring- 
ling Circus has brought two of the 
sea giants to this country. Both 
of them died within four months. 
Breeder figures that if they are al- 
lowed to become acclimated in the 
plunge here, they will be good for a 
season on the road. If they last that 
long they will be exhibited by F. W. 
Fowser, in special railroad cars, 
similar to those used by him in ex- 
hibiting his embalmed whales. 

Two of these animals were the 
ones which got into a fight and 
the press. 





Ill. State Fair Auction 
For Carnival Deferred 


Springfield, Ill., Jan, 21. 

Annuat meet of the state fair 
managers here this week failed to 
place the privilege for State Fair 
carnival. Matter has been laid over 
for another month, thereby leav- 
in the many carnival agents here 
for event empty handed. 

Last year the date was sold to 
Rubin Grubberg for $13,000. He 
reported a $45,000 week. Date of the 
fair this year will be Labor Day 
week. * 

This is the only fair in America 
that auctions off this privilege. Is 
done in an effort to keep out of 
politics. 





N. C. Fair Dates 


Durham, N. C., Jan. 21. 

The North Carolina state fair for 
1930 will be held the week of Oct. 
13, it was decided at a meeting of 
the directors in Raleigh. 

Dates for other fairs in the state 
will be determined at a meeting of 
the North Carolina Association of 
Fairs, to be held in Raleigh Janu- 
ary 20 and 21, 

T. S. White, of Hertford, N. C., 
president of the fair, presided, The 
fair will be financed this year by 
the state to the extent of $60,000. 





“101” PERSONNEL 


Chicago, Jan. 21. 

Executive personnel of the “101” 
Ranch will be: 

R. M. Harvey, general agent; 
John Nevin, local contractor; 
Frank Mahery, manager Car No. 
1; B. H. Kerns, manager Car No. 
2; E. J. Blachford, boss bill poster; 
Harry Doran, car secretary; Geo. 
(Spike) Hennsey, opposition brig- 
ade; E. J. Sheehan, route rider, 
and R. O. Scatterday, banners. 

Press agents have not been 
closed. 





M. G. Outdoor Meeting 
Springfield, Mass., Jan. 21. 
The apnual convention of the 
New England. Men’s Amusement 
Association will take place in this 
city on Feb. 26 and 27. More than 
150 delegates from all sections of 
the New England states will attend. 
Will L. White is secretary of the 
association. He is manager of No- 
rumbega Park at Auburndale, Mass. 


OUTDOOR SLANTS 


The Flying Floyds, The Kitchens, 
Hodgini, Frank Zerador and the 
Jacks, to ther L. A. Shrine Indoor 
Circus, Feb. 1, 











Zibby . Fisher, vice-pres. of the 
Showmans League of America, Chi- 
cago, is in L. A. looking cver the 
west coast carnival field. 





National Printing Co., is still try- 
ing to dispose of Cole Bros. circus. 
Has had offers from Fred Buchan- 
nan, Floyd King and C. W. Finney, 
but no one has laid on the line. 





S-F circus will take an early 
Spring crack at Montreal after its 
indoor dates. 





Jake Newman is at Hot Springs. 
Leaves shortly for California, Giv- 
ing up the circus game. 





Geo. Meighan is in Sarasota. So 
ic W. H. Horton, 





Pat Vardo is helping John Ring- 
ling arrange all circus programs for 
1930. 





Animals at Peru thought the sea- 
son had started. All caged and 
ready to meve in case the high water 
gets higher. 





MOVE FOR NAT'L ASS’N. 
FOR BIG STATE FAIRS 


Springfield, il, Jan. 21 

“Take the hokum out and put in 
more agricultural exhibits. Forget 
about running a carnival and make 
your fair an agency of service te 
the men and women and children 
of the community and the atten<- 
dance figures will begin to swing 
upward again,” said Governor Louis 
L. Emmerson at a banquet of IIli- 
nois Association of Agricultural 
Fairs. 

Fifty fair associations in Ltinvis 
were represented. 

Barnes, Carruthers, Gun Sun, 
Robinson-Lavilla and others were 
seeking signature on the dotted line, 
but the Illinois State Fair and one 
or two of the larger fairs are hold- 
ing off until later, 

Prospect of the formation of a 
National Fair Association to in- 
clude a number of the bigger state 
fairs is said to be good. A meet- 
ing is to be held later in Chicago, 
The Illinois State Fair will send a 
delegation to the meeting. 








Ringling Free of Trust 
Charge in Circus Deal 


Washington, Jan. 21. 

Department of Justice attitude on 
attempts through Congressional cir- 
cles to bring anti-trust suit against 
John Ringling on his acquirement 
of the tented outfits is to be one of 
“hands off,” according to those close 
to the department. 

Justice officials are said to see 
the baseball decision backing up 
Ringling. That decision, briefly, had 
it that transporting baseballs, bats 
and other materials was for the 
purpose of exhibition only. The 
circus equipment, it is said, lines 
up in the same manner. 





Coast Carnival Dates 


Los Angeles, Jan. 21. 

The John T, Wortham Shows will 
open their season at the National 
Orange Show, San Bernardino, Feb. 
13. Other carnival outfits opening 
on the west coast are Greenburg 
Amusement Shows, Phoenix, Ariz., 
Feb. 3; Hall-Miller Shows, Tucgon, 
Ariz., Feb. 3; Pacific States Klein 
Shows, Tucson, Ariz., Feb. 20; Or- 


ville Craft Motorized Shows, San 
Diego, Cal., Feb. 2. 
The Orville Craft Motorized 


Shows, an outfit traveling on 80 
trucks and trailers, plays the entire 
season of 44 weeks in California, 





Galveston’s Mardi Gras 


Galveston, Jan. 21. 

Mardi Gras celebration March 1 to 
4 now being planned on statewide 
scale, illuminated night parade 
March 3, with floats representing 
principal cities. 

Boosters’ club, which took over 
carnival last year, again handing 
event. Grand bal masque on night 
of March 4 will conclude. 

Big band contest with entries 
from different parts of state sched- 
uled for March 2. 


$100,000 for Auspices 


Detroit, Jan, 21. 

Annual Shrine circus will be held 
at the Coliseum at the fair grounds, 
Detroit, beginning Feb. 3. Two 
weeks engagement, R-K-O will 
book the acts under direction of 
Orrin Davenport. 

Program and banners this sea- 
son will net approximately $100,000, 
all of which goes into Shrine kitty. 








COAST SHOWMEN ELECT 
Los Angeles, fan. 21. 

At the election of the Pacific 
Coast Showman’s Ass.. J. W. 
“Paddy” Conklin was chosen pres- 
ident; Harry Fink, vice-pres.; A. J. 
Ziv, sec.; W. B. Hunsaker, treas.; 
L. H. Kuntz, tyler, and J. S. Lyons, 
chaplain. 

The annual banquet and ball was 
held at the Alexandria Hotel, Jan. 
16. 





-» MUGIVAN-BOWERS’ PLAN 


Peru, Ind., Jan. 21. 
Mugivan - Bower interests are 
engaged on plans for two 10-car 
shows out of here in the spring. 
Zack Terrel will be general man- 
ager. 





Passion Play Charity 
Chicago, Jan, 21. 
Freiburg Passion Play will give 
30 performances at the Chi Stadium 
in May. Will play 15 days. Per- 
centage goes to Genera! Foot Hospi- 
tal who will plug tickets. 
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Belmont 
Capacity biz Friday night for the 
preview in spite of. intense cold. 


Opening were Gardner and Douglas, | 


hoke comedy dancing and tumbling 


pair; over to good returns. 

and Ringold, colored man and 
woman team, missed with comedy 
and singing; the femme’s hoofing 
got the best results. Chas. F. Clarke 


Watts | 


and Co. proved a weak juggling | 
turn, with simple stunts, made 
worse by plenty of misses. 


Johnny Payne, blackface pianist, 
was the first click of evening. His 
singing and playing two pianos were 
surefire. Bud and Margie Reed and 
Co. (the senior Reeds) were satis- 
factory. Bud Reed, 10, serves as 
m.c. and got across here in spite of 
his falsetto and squeaky voice. The 
act belongs to the two kids, 
do display their talents in a 
dealing with old - fashioned 
modern ways. 

Brown and Wells drew some 
laughs with their clowning. Ferris 
and Ray revue, three girls and man 
in a fair flash, opened the regular 
bill and disclosed an ordinary rou- 
tine of singing and hoofing. Pack- 
ard and Dodge hoked and 
music with saws and inner tubes. 
Act exceedingly long but entertain- 


skit 
and 


ing. J. Robert Pauline, hypnotist, 
elosed. Has cut out the comedy 
and is building up act as strictly 


ecientific demonstration. A 
showman. 
“Racketeer” feature. 


Loop. 


(Pathe) 


Englewood 
Ten acts ran under two hours on 
the Tuesday night showing bill be- 
fore a packed house. 


who | 


made | 


master 


Topping were the Four Kennedys, | 


father and mother, who in years} 
gone by were the Dancing Ken- 
nedys, now assisted by two young 


The boys were 
with songs, 


sons, Ken and Bert. 
the cream of the turn 


dances and crossfire. Bert showed 
himself a natural trouper. The 
senior Kennedys open and close 


with their fast whirl standbys. 
Tex McLeod, next to closing, went 
well with his lariat spinning. Dault 














and Lemar did fairly in opening 
When in Chicage 
Visit These Hits 
ERLANGER 
THREE WEEKS ONLY—MAT. SAT. 


7th Edition America’s Greatest Revue 


W. C. FIELDS in 
EARL CARROLL 
VANITIES 


Company of 100 with Most Beautiful 
Girls in the World 





A. H. WOODS’ 
A DELP H Doras Wed. & Sat. 


Clerk at Madison 


LEW LESLIE’S 


“BLACKBIRDS” 


Fastest, Funniest, Most Tunefur 
Musical Revue Ever Presented 
Original New York and Paris Cast 

















es 
Mts. Thurs. 


SELWYN Tonight “ira sat. 


SAM H. HARRIS Presents 
THIS SEASON’S COMEDY SMASH 


“June Moon” 


By America’s Foremost Humorists 


RING and GEORGE Ss. 
LARDNER KAUFMAN 

















R-K-O WOODS 
“APPLAUSE” 


With Helen Morgan 
And Chicago's Own 
Joan Peers 
All in Talk, Song and 
Heart-Throbbing Drama 











ILLINOIS— 
EDDIE CANTOR 


ZIEGFELD 


Production 


“WHOOPEE” 
100 Glorified Girls 








| 








spot, with some table balancing a 
la Bert Melrose. 

In the deuce Marcus 
chattered and fought as 
and wife will, but overran 
finish. 

Four 


and Pal 
husband 
their 


on third, were 
followed by Connie, Billie and Man- 
nie (New Acts), very weak, and 
fifth, Preston and Ysobel. Latter 
act has been around some time. 
Preston’s gymnastic and tumbling 
routine from a table to a strip of 
carpet has lost its natural novelty. 

Frank and Ethel Carmen, 
spinners, clicked; quite the same as 
in the past, but with novelty still 
there. A standard act which caught 
the audience by surprise although 


Kennedys, 


spelis finale of tegits for St. Paul 
balance, as nothing further booked. 


Mercury skidded under zero and 
stayed there most of last week, 
hitting a low of 18. Both film and 
vaude houses affected. 


R-K-O President is getting over. 
Only time in history of city that 
film house two blocks from the ac- | 
cepted theatre district has been able | 
to show consistent profit since open- 
ing. 





| 
| 
| 


Bill Robinson booked into R-K-O | 
Orpheum for week when stricken 





hoop | 


by flu in Chicago. Popular here, 
dancer had been widely publicized | 
'so Ray O'Connell, manager, made a 
personal telephone appeal to Bill 
to make a stop. As result tapper 
agreed to stop for one day and is 
coming next week on a date to be 
set. } 
EE | 

“Dutch” Harrington, former Pub- | 
lix suburban manager, has taken 
on the show at the Boulevards of 
Paris, night club. Cafe is getting | 


' 
'10 acts of vaude for same money | 


it previously paid ballet and enter- 
tainers. 
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at least 15 years have gone by with 
the crossfire unchanged, was Mush 
Rawls and his femme partner, Miss 
von Kaufman. The drawling, lazy 
farmhand gagged them to the limit 
in his debate with the lady who 
would hire him. They went well. 
EKighth were the Five High Step- 
pers, a mediocre dance flash whose 
only good moments were found in 
three double numbers by two at- 
tractive sisters (unbilled). Tex 
McLeod was followed by Robillo 
and Co. (New Acts), who held them. 
On the screen, “Love, Live and 
Laugh” (Fox) and Pathe News. 
Loop. 


Fox houses here plan entertain- 
ment for lobby holdouts. Mechan- 
ical music in the smaller spots, and 
perhaps a song team in the larger 
houses. 


Theatre transfers in Illinois: Ada, 
1335 West 5list street, Chicago, from 
R. Peckler to P. Weiner; Lyrica, 
Bement, Ill., to Dubin Bros. of Be- 
ment; Star, Bradford, Ill, from F. G. 
Boyden to W. W. Borgan; Sunset, 
Chillicothe, Ill, from Elmer Stern 
to D. J. Rolan, 


Alex Swidler, formerly head Gus 
Sun office, is going on the road to 
represent the Earl Taylor office, 


Christy Obrecht is organizing a 
rep show to open in Wisconsin in 
the spring. 

Neal Healey, stock, has opened 
at the Germania, Freeport, Ul, 


Boyd Trousdale’s stock has moved 
from the Rialto, Sioux City, to the 
Grand, Cedar Rapids, Ia. 


J. B. Rotnour plans a rotary 
stock for eastern Wisconsin and 
northern Illinois. 


Lane Shankland has organized a 
rotary stock for seven towns in 
southern Ilinois, 


Kenneth Croft, former director of 
Jewish People’s Guild here, has 
gone to Kansas City to produce 
“Robert of Sicily.” which is booked 
for a tour through Kansas and Ne- 
braska. 


ST. PAUL 


Paramount—‘‘Hot for Paris.” 
RKO Orpheum—“Delightful 
vaude. 

Riviera—-‘‘New 
Tower—“Three Live Ghosts 
RKO President—‘‘Love Comes Along.” 
Metropolitan— Dark. 

Strand—‘‘Battle of Paris.” 


Rogue” 


York Nights.” 


“Journey's End” took only $7,500 
in four nights and matinee 
Poor success of show 











IN CHICAGO 


LINDY’S RESTAURANT 


On Randolph Street 
Is Home, Sweet Home, to the Profession 
A Good Place to Eat and Meet 








‘ling Feb. 8. 


here. | trict mans 
probably | brought it in himself. 


DETROIT 


Cass—‘‘She's No Lady.” 
Civie—‘‘The Nut Farm.” 

Wilson ‘Brothers.” 
Shubert—‘‘Hunting Tigers in India.” 
Pictures 
Michigan—'‘‘The Bishop Murder Case.” 

Fisher—'‘‘Aviator.” 


Paramount—'‘‘Sally.”’ 
Madison-——‘‘This Thing Called Love.” 





Adams—‘‘Glorifying American Girl.” 
State—‘‘Disraeli.” 

United Artists—‘‘New York Nights.” 
Oriental— ‘Hell's Heroes."’ 

Fox—‘‘Hot for Paris.” 

The Times Square theatre has 


its girl show and will 
four-act vaude and picture 


eliminated 
run a 


policy. The girl show will be trans- 
ferred to the Loop theatre across 


the street. 


Tiffany has taken the 
for four weeks and opens next Sun- 
day with “The Lost Zeppelin.” 


The Fox held over “Hot for Paris” 
for a second week. 


When Kunsky’s lease on the De 
Luxe expires Jan. 21 Steffes & 
Snyder will again operate the house. 





City, Jan. 31 and the Branford, 
Newark, Feb. 7. Instead of the usual 





programs extra features will be 
added. 
In a protest against a raise in 


assessments of personal property in 
the Warner theatres in Essex Coun- 
ty, William S. Halliday, local coun- 
sel for Warners, stated before the 
County Tax Board that pipe organs 
in theatres are practically value- 
less due to sound. He maintained 
that talker apparatus cost between 
$500 and $700, but did not state 
where it could be purchased. 

The Newark assessors have jacked 
up the assessments on the Newark 
ises after Essex Board had 
alled their attention to assessed 
valuations on personal property 
in in Essex reached 
is high as $25,000 against $5,000 in 
Newark. 


ol 
il 


the 


the 


theatres towns 


ATLANTA 


By ERNIE ROGERS 


Erlanger— Dark. 

Fox—“'Flight’; “Jazz Ruccaneers.’ 

Capitol—‘'Chasing Rainbows’; Loew 
vaude 

Georgia—‘‘Kibitzer’: Keith vaude 

Paramount—‘‘Sally.’’ 

Met—*‘‘Playing Around 

Rialto—‘‘Her Unborn Child 

“Her Unborn Child” burned up 
Journal critic while Georgia and 
Constitution boys liked it. Capacity 
biz and held over another week. 

John J Lennon, fro. Midland 
kK. C., comes into Loew's Capitol as 


assistant manager 
Henson. 


to replace Fran 


Colvin 


James G. added to Fox 
staff as assistant manager. 

Fox biz, sensation since opening, 
off this week. “Romance of the Ri 


Grande” failed to pull ’em. 


TORONTO 


Austin Campbell, broker, has pur- 
chased the Empire, now housing 
|George Keppie’s stock, for $364,000, 
|}from Irvin Isbell. Isbell paid $323,- 
|000 for the house last May. 


Robert Leslie, lead with Keppie’s 
lstock, returns to the cast in 
| “Brother s” after a nervous break- 
| down, 


| With Pantages, ace house for East- | 


jern Theatres, Ltd., booking inde- 
;} pendently, Jack Arthur, manager of 
| Uptown (Famous Players), is look- 
ing after the booking and supervis- 
ing the house. The name Pantages, 
which was to have been dropped 





early this year, is still up in lights. 
Biz has improved. 





Famous Players is spending $90,- 
000 in Brandon and $100,000 in Van- 
couver altering film houses, 


The Capitol, Winniper (RKO). 
j}goes on the grind this week, with 
reservations cancelled except in loge 
| seats, 





Uptown (FP vaud-picts) has 
switched from a Saturday to Friday 
| opening with “General Crack” 
(Warner). First of Toronto's houses 
ito make switch. 





ie Ontario thea 


ide newt YY 


to ft 


be m 


Amendments 
tre act will 
aimed toward makings ouses fire 
proof, A‘ 
asurer 


ont! 


cording to r’ La 
Tre Monteith, just 50 of the 
454 film houses in the province are 
safe now. Owners are preparing t 
object to the*new regulations, 


| SAN FRANCISCO 


By WALTER RIVERS 





Edith Bristol, former dramatic 
editor “Call” here, and later title 
} writer for Fox, has returned to 
}handle publicity for new William 
|Taylor Hotel just opened. 


| Encouraged by success of its New 


Year's Eve midnight show the big 
Fox theatre here last week in 
augurated a Saturday night mid 
night performance as a reguk 
weekly feature First local pi 


nouse to adopt policy. 


| Charles Kurtzman, regional direc- 





| tor, Publix, has been sent to Port- 
land for six weeks toe study con- 

| ditions in Publix’ northwest houses 

| Ralph Crabill, division supervisor 
for Publix, subbing for Kurtzman 

io | here, 

A. C. Karski, one of the owners 

of Fox Grand Lake theatre, Oak- 


land, left Saturday for a six months’ 
trip to Europe. 





Henry Duffy's run of Charlotte 
Greenwood in “She Couldn’t Say 
No” was brought to an abrupt end 
here last Friday by the illness of 
| Miss Greenwood’s mother. 

When Miss Greenwood got word 
of her mother’s condition in Atlantic 
City she wanted to close immediate- 
ly. Dick Marshall, Duffy’s general 
manager, and Duffy on the long- 
| distance phone induced the star to 
continue until a show could be got 
ready to follow her. “That Fergu- 
son Family,’ which had just closed 
in. Oakland, was reassembled. Ad- 
;} vance sale for the Saturday per- 
formances of Miss Greenwood's play 
had to be refunded. 





~ 


Christmas Party 
Hotel McCormick 


Lobby, For Home of 
Friendless Children 


Shubert | @ 





NEWARK, N. J. 


By C. R. AUSTIN 


Broad— ‘‘Rope’s End.” 
Shubert— “Sherlock Holmes.” 
Proctor’s—‘‘This Thing Called Love’; 
vaude. 
Loew’s 
vaude. 
Newark—‘‘The Night Ride’’; vaude. 
Branford—'‘*The Mighty’’: stage show. 
Mosque—‘*The Virginian.” 
Fox Terminal—‘‘Romance of the Rio} 
Grande.” | 


State — “Hollywood Revue’’; 


Rialto—‘*Taming of the Shrew” (2d) 
week). 

Capitol—‘'13th Chair.’”’ i 

Empire—‘'Broadway Scandals” (Mu- 


tual). 


Earl Wadge is new manager of | 
Proctor’s. 


Henry Lowry has been transferred 
from manager of the Capitol to the | 
Regent. Benjamin Schwartz, man- 
ager, Branford, goes to the Warner | 
office of Cleveland. George Hig- 
gins, assistant manager, Mosque, re- | 
places. Richard Hill leaves the loca) 
Warner offices to supervise the Bea- | 
con, New York Strand and Brook- 
ilyn Strand. Peter Del Morris will 
|manage ihe Capitol. 


| 


| 








At the Central, Jersey City, War- 
ner plays the Marcus Revue, start- | 
The tab comes in from 
| Lancaster, Pa. Two shows a week 
|will be staged running three a day 
with four Saturday and Sunday. | 
|The revue replaces vaude and 
successful may go in elsewhere, The 
idea is credited to Weshner, dis- 
ger, who saw the Co. and 


oe 
it 


| oo eee 

| David Bobker appointed receiver 
for the Arkay Amusement Co. by 
Vice Chancelor Church. It owns the 
Gables (road house) in Millburn 
The Vice Chancelor gave the credit- 





ors to Jan. 28 to show cause why 
the receive ship should not be made 
permanent. 

“Take a Chance Week” will be 
introduced at the Stanley, Jersey 


furnished ... 
It’s less than ten minutes’ 
near Michigan Boulevard 


Apartments 
for 2 


$90 and $100 $150 


RUSH 





WHY YOU'LL ENJOY 
LIVING AT THE McCORMICK 


It’s such a pleasant sociable place to live 
are almost sure to meet someone you know there. 
It’s so modern in every detail 
charmingly comfortable. 


from the noise and dirt of downtown. 
It has handball courts . 
golf driving nets for your use. 


Larger Apts. 
for 4 


When in CHICAGO 
¢ HOTEL -+ 
MCCORMICK 


AND ONTARIO : 
Phone Superior 4927 














- you 
luxuriously 


walk from the loop... 
and the lake ... away 


gymnasium .. e 


Hotel Rooms 
with bath 
$60 a mo. up 


Stay at 


to $175 





f 

















VARIETY 


- 


Wednesday, January 22, 1930 




















































































































































numerous. 


POWDER 





shades. 
to ty AND 
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MINERS 









The advantages of Thes-paint over 
the old-fashioned grease paint are 


NO COLD CREAM 


NEED BE USED before applica- 


tion—no cold cream to remove it— 
soap and water will do the trick. 


Thes-paint spreads easily and smoothly and 
produces a dry, dull, natural finish. 


NO 


NECESSARY. Costumes 


and linen soiled with Thes-paint can easily 
be laundered with soap and water. 


You will never use anything else once you 
have tried Thes-paint. 
a sample free on request. 


We will mail you 


Fifty delightful 


Mention the shade you would like 


WE WILL SEND IT TO 


YOU FREE. 


HENRY C. MINER, Inc. 


East 12th Street 


New York City 


THESPAINI 
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| “Variety’s” Office, TAFT BUILDING, Vine St. and Hollywood Bivd. 
Phone - ee | 6141 
! “wes nisin sinianeasin 
John J, Cluxton, former San Fran-|salary claims with State Labor|attend the Papal Easter Conference 
cisco manager for Alexander Pan- | against the Buck Jones Wild West|as interpreter for the American 
tages, is now in charge of Pantages’ | Show for $1,650. clergy, attending as delegates. 
L. A. office. oh - PAL 
erecee yt Stuart Bancroft, former steel man Rae Showell, operator of a puppet 
Foster Goss has joined the Acad-|from Pittsburgh, and brother of | show, filed salary claims with State 
emy of M. P. Arts and Sciences as |George Bancroft, has been engaged | Labor Comm. against Harry Kynes 
Lester Cowan's aide is organizing | by Paramount to technical adviser] for $88. Miss Showell claims she 
this year’s sound school Last | on the latter’s “Ladies Love Brutes.” | played a Christmas date for children 
year’s course in sound will be re- | —— at the Beaux Arts theatre and has 
peated, and a post-grad course prob- | Richard Powell replaces Roger | not been paid. 
ably inaugurated. | Gray in “Oh Susanna” (Mayan). ee 
ene {Phillip Ryder supplants Gary Breck- Wesley Ruggles and Co. of play- 
Evan Scott, actor, filed salary | ner, who goes to “New Moon.” ers are now en route to Mazatlan 
claims against Ruth Rennick Play- | ee Islands, Mexico, to film “The Sea 
ers with the State Labor Commis- Theresa Brooks, colored, filed sal- | Bat.” 
sion amounting to $50. Scott claims | ary claims against Robert Levy, satel 
the Co. wanted him to take stock loperator, Lafayette Players, colored Florence Holland joins the Rich- 
instead of cash. He demands cash. i stock, with State Labor Comm. for|ard Wilbur players as ingenue at 
eras _ |$170. Miss Brooks claims she was|the Liberty, Honolulu. 
William Thornton as lead in| not paid for her last two weeks. pe ooh ids 
, Playboy of the Western W orld”’ | auipeheees G. McCloud is opening the Vic- 
(Egan). | Kenneth Gamut out of “Down with | toria theatre at Victoria, B. C., with 
—- = | Wimmin’ for Pasadena Community |} ‘This Thing Called Love.” Will 
Lawrence Tibbett, under contract | try-out. operate dramatic stock company 
to M-G, appears in concert Feb. 11 | —— similar to the British Guild in Van- 
at the Philharmonic Auditorium. Harry Chipman, treasurer, Holly- | couver. 
oe | wood Playhouse, and Joe Cayouette, —_—— 
L. A. McBrown, accountant, filed |treasurer, Los Angeles President, Don Eddy is adding a foreign de- 
— REIS REPLI I RM \have exchanged box offices. partment to Radio’s publicity office. 
a B. Fernandez Cue in charge. 
OUR MOTTO | Tom Kress produces John Mil- - 
is jlington Synge’s “The Playboy of the Russell Walters, assistant to 
7 Pe ” «¢ > Wee ‘a 7 Rolls 4 as zg New r r 
QUALITY, SERVICE AND iW estern World” at the Egan, Feb. 15. | I oland I ee, has gone to New York 
RELIABILITY acoenceine to shoot some skyscrapers in con- 
WEISS & WEISS, Inc. John McCormack leaves Holly-| struction for “Ladies Love Brutes.’ 
seam ie lwood at the completion of his Fox| He will use two cameramen from 
PAINTERS’ SUPPLIES at A L the I Sales etethon 
a > oy | picture for New York, en route to 1e Long isiand studios. 
667 Manhattan Ave., Brooklyn N. Y. Minalai ad He will. be there until 
> + © “¢ | els ° =] sre - 4 od 
Phones Greenpoint 0933 and 2699 {| Foster when he goes to Rome to|. Fred Walton went into “Bam- 
x bina” for the San Francisco open- 
— — ing, replacing Fred Graham, who 
walked in the last week of rehear- 
ae ee or ere Te LY pe sal. 
The Wisteria at Sierra Madre, 
4 Cal., reopened by James M, Coburn, 
Closed last June by ~\W. J. Myers. 
° 3 , i 
The Rialto at El Monte, Cal., re- 
e born. Jesse Smith operated it since 
last April. 
Jack Chetham and Elaine Jones 
€_ ebae eer left “Diamond Lil’ at end of its 
L. A. run. 
Evelyn Preer out of “Oh, Su- 
Beverly Hills Community Players 


“Concerning Emily,” a new 
and Richard 


played 
comedy by John Wray 
Willis, Jan. 13-14, 





Orpheum theatre is serving coffee 
and cigarettes gratis to its patrons 
between four and nine p. m. Crack- 
ers were tried for a few days until 
it was discovered the hungry mob 
couldn’t keep the crumbs off the 
carpet. 

Franklyn Warner, intent on tak- 
ing “Oh, Susanna” to New York, 
will recast almost all principal 
parts before it opens Feb. 10 at the 
Curran, San Francisco. Wallace 
MacDonald and Carlotta King are 
among those to be replaced. 


DALLAS 


By RUDY DONAT 
Majestic—“‘This Thing Called 
vaude. 
Palace—‘‘The Laughing Lady.” 
Melba—‘‘Chasing Rainbows."’ 
Old Mill—‘“‘The Locked Door.’’ 
Capitol—‘‘Love Comes Along.” 





Love” 





Alexander Keese is proving fair 
attraction for Palace (Publix) with 
concert orchestra featuring heavy 
classics. Brought back after having 
played here three years. 





Henry Lange and band returned 
to Baker Hotel for third time, suc- 
ceeding Tal Henry’s North Caro- 
linans, who have gone to St. Louis, 





Freiburg Passion Play booked for 
Fair Park <Auditerium March $31, 
headed by Adolph Fassnacht. 


J. B. Dugger, manager Paramount 
exchange, has been appointed presi- 
dent of Dallas Film Board of Trade, 





succeeding P. K.. Johnston. 

Publix has bought Aztec in San 
Antonio, formerly owned by Will 
Epstein, paying $750,000 gross fer 
10 years’ lease. 


OTTAWA, CAN. 


By W. M. GLADISH 

Premier G. Howard Ferguson, of 
Province of Ontario, has refused the 
request of the picture operators for 
privilege of police court trials in 
place of the cancellation of their li- 
censes when fires or accidents take 
place in projection booths. The peti- 
tion was presented by W. P. Covert, 
International officer of 
tors’ union. 

After 20 years on ‘the bench, 
Magistrate Jacob’ Cohen has. been 





retired on pension. He is the father 
of Arthur Cohen, managing direc- 


the opera- 





Lees Famous Players Canadian Corp. 





Out of 36,172 police court cases in 
Montreal during the year, only 10 
were convictions against picture 
theatre proprietors for admitting 
minors, the latter being barred from 
all film houses at all times. 


Joe Franklin, manager, Keith's 
here, is on the committee arrang- 
ing the International Dog Derby at 
Ottawa Feb. 3-4-5. 

The Canadian Chamber of Com- 
merce has asked the Dominion Gov- 
ernment for a Federal Daylight Say- 
ing Law. 

Players and N. L. Na- 
former managing director, 
are discussing a settlement out of 
court of the dispute for the pos- 
session of site in Montreal on which 
the proposed Nathanson theatre 
jchain in Canada is said to hinge. 
Application for an injunction 
against Nathanson was to have been 
heard in the Superior Court on Jan. 
17, but the case was not brought up. 


Famous 
thanson, 


Western Division headquarters of 
Famous Players Canadian Corp. 
have been transferred to Winnipeg. 


LOUISVILLE, KY. 


By RICHARD B. GILBERT 
State—‘“Their Own Desire.” 
Rialto—‘‘Saliy."’ 
Alamo—“ Love, 





Live and Laugh.” 


Strand—‘‘Romance of Rio Grande.” 

Anderson—‘‘The Marriage Playground.’ 

Brown— ‘Padlocks of 1929” (Road 
Show) 

Gayety—Burlesque (Mutual) 


James Moyer is here as aide to 


Col. Harry E. Long, manager, 
Loew's State, and not to replace 
him, as reported. 


Clyde McCoy and orchestra close 
an eight weeks’ engagement at the 
Madrid ballroom this week. 

George Wintz’s “Rio Rita’ (road 
show) folded up after playing the 
Brown here, concluding a long tour 
of the United States and Canada. 


The Fassnacht family brings the 
Freiburg Passion Play here for 11 
performances, starting Feb. 1 in 
new War Memorial Auditorium at 
2.50 top. 


Chicago Civic Opera Co., with 310 
in personnel, including Mary Gar- 
den, Tito Schipa, Marshall, coming 
Feb. 27 intact for three-day stand. 

Sixty Louisvillians each  sub- 
scribed $1,000 to make up necessary 
$60,000 guarantee. 

By DAVE TREPP 
Orpheum—‘“‘First Command’; vaude. 
Metropolitan—‘‘The Locked Door.” 
President—‘‘Broken Dishes” (stock). 
Fox—'‘'Hallelujah.’ 

Music Box—‘‘General Crack’ (24 wk). 

Fitth Ave.—‘‘Lone Star Ranger”’ 


Seattle—'‘‘Love Parade” (2d week). 
Liberty—‘*Talk of Hollywood.” 





2a week). 
Coliseum—‘“Long, Long Trail.” 


Jensen & Von Herberg using col- 
ored page ads in Seattle Times. 


Emil Bondeson, manager, Presi- 
dent, building biz there. This week 
“Broken Dishes,” still on Broadway, 
will be staged for the, first time 
in West. 


Eddie Peabody is at Fifth Avenue 
for two weeks. Owen Sweeton, m. 
ce. at Fifth, goes to Fox for that 
period, while Vic Meyers, at Fox, 


; stage. 


Blue Mouse—‘‘Footlights and Fools” 





P Min THE BIG SHOTS” ‘ 
|p 








and jazz band, will taken vacation 
to resume at Fox when Sweeten 
goes back to Fifth. Meyers will be 
busy during vacation at Club Victor 
(night club) and going to L. A. for 
some recording. 


Maurice Chevalier in “Love Pa- 
rade,” held for second week at Seat. 
tle, first holdover for the house. 


George Hood, former manager, 
Metropolitan, here after short sea- 
son in east with Russian Grand 
Opera Co. General conditions 
caused abandonment of tour. 





“Rio Kita’ (legit) averaged $3,000 
nightly in Montana recently. 
been getting several 
companies this sea- 
has been good. Barry 
Jones registered with Colbourne 
Players in Shaw aramas. Eddie 
Cook, manager, Metropolitan, claims 
Seattle gets more English outfits 
than New York, owing to troupes 
coming ,to eastern Canada from 
England, then crossing in Canada 
to Vancouver, dropping down here 
and east in U. S. probably to Chi 
or Detroit, and thence return en- 
gagements in eastern Canadian be- 
fore returning to the old country. 


Seattle has 
good English 
son and draw 








OF STAGE AND SJ OOD 


VisIT HOLLYWOOD 
@, THEY ALWAYS LIVE AT THE 
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“The One Best Cellar” 


CELLAR 


6370 Hollywood Bivd. 
HOLLYWOOD. CALIF. 


Laffs—Food—Surprises 








Dorothea Antel 


226 W. 72d St. 
New York City 


The Sunshine Shoppe 

















Guerrini & Cae 
The Leading and 
Largest 
ACCORDEON 
FACTORY 
fa the Unites States 
The only factory 
that makes a ok 
of Reeds — made by 

hand. 
277-279 Cotumdus 
Avenue 


San Francisce. Cal. 
free Catalogues 
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WE DO REPAIRING OPEN 





| _ Phones: 


STRICTLY UNION MADE 


PROFESSIONAL TRUNKS 


$6Q.00 and up 


Hartmann, Oshkosh & Mendel Trunks 
ALL MODELS—ALL SIZES ON HAND 
AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES ' 


ALSO 1,000 USED TRUNKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 
EVENINGS 


-___ SAMUEL NATHANS, Inc. 


868 Seventh Avenue, between 40th and 4ist Streets, New York City 


i SOLE AGENTS FOR H & M TRUNKS IN THE can 
_ Longacre 6197 Pennsylvania 9064 


WRITE FOR CATALOG 
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bere DIFFERENT ORIGINAL J: 


Costumes That Click 


Sale or Manufactured to Your Designs 


Wire or Write HARRY BOURNE 






For Prices 


CARE 


BANCHONs MARCO COSTUME ©) 


643 SO. OLIVE ST. LOS ANGELES.CAL. | 
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Shoes for the Stage and Street 


SHOWFOLK’S SHOESHOP—1552 BROADWAY 





Dav 
DeL 
Duff 


Eva 
Fro! 


Giff 
Gilb 
Goo 
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HOTELS FOR SHOW PEOPLE: 








LETTERS 


When Sending for Mafl to 
WARIETY. Address Mai) Clerk. 


POSTCARDS, ADVERTISING a 
CIROUL ADVERTISED 


ES ADVERTISED IN 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 


























Arnold & Florence | Lamare George 
Lane Leneta 
Leonard Fl’rrie Mrs 


Lorraine Edward 


Burke Beulah 
Byrne Dolly 


Carroll Jean McClelland Reed 


Clyde A 

Nito Albert J 
Doris & Toper 

Pearlman Dave 
Embs W H 

Reeves Jack 
Frisco J 


Simonson Ma Lee 
Spence Len 
Swan Harrim’n & L 


Hopper DeWolf 


Jameson Beatrice 
Thor M Mr & Mrs 


Kitamuta Bros Wilstach Frank 


CHICAGO OFFICE 
Alexander Roy Iverson Fritzie 
Arco, Sammy 


Janis Frank 
Jones Davy 
Jones Terese M 


Binder Ray 
Blumenfe!d Herm’n 


Capman M Keolaha Violet 
Chandler Fehmer 

Chang Kai Scheck Lamey Jack 
Churchill Ben Lange Howard 
Citkins Jack Lee Byran 


Coster & Rich Leis Clara a 
Leslie & Vanderg ft 
Davis & McCoy “ 
DeLane Dale 


McCarthy 
Duffy J ros 7 


Frank 


Nov les 
Evans Alvin A oyit: £8 
Pints & Boyle 
Frohman Bert Pymn Fred & P’gy 
Gifford W C 

Gilbert Bert 

Goodlette W J 


Hall & Essley 
Halligan Jack 
Hammond Al 
Hart Lisle C 
Herman Lewis 
Hertz Lillian 
Hogan & Stanley 
Holt Miles 
Howard Buddy 
Howard May 


Rahn Paul 
Robertson K’th’rine 
Robertson L E 
Rose Charlie 


Seabury ‘Ralph 
Silby Nat 
Steinbeck Bruno 


Vanderkoor H E 


White H Pierre 
Wynn Ray 








VARIETY BUREAU 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


416 The Argonne 
1629 Columbia Road, N. W. 


Telephone Columbia 4630 











By HARDIE MEAKIN 
Natioanil (Erlanger-Rapley) — ‘Vaga- 
bond King” (Wintz); next, “Papa Juan,” 
Feb. 3 (Theatre Guild). 
3 Poli’s (Shubert)—‘“Robin Hood,’’ Jan. 
‘. 


Pictures 
Columbia—‘“‘Love Parade.” 
Earle—‘‘So Long, Letty.” 
Fox—‘‘Song of Kentucky.’ 
Met—‘“General Crack” (2d week). 
‘Palace——‘'Their Own. Desire.”’ 
Riaito—“His First Command.” 
RKO (Keith’s)—‘Hit the Deck.” 


Strand is back in the field with 
men-women only pictures. Little 
did the same thing last week, but 
reopens Monday with previous 
policy. 


A brass band met Wesley Eddy, 
returning to the Palace m. c. for 
current week. Eddy holds record 
for house, with 75 weeks to his 
credit. 


Fred E. Hand, former booker and 
last season with Edna Wallace Hop- 
per, is getting plenty of concert at- 
tractions for the D. A. R. Constitu- 
tion Hall. 


Alexander Callam has clicked as 
m. c., succeeding John Irving Fisher 
at the Fox. 


National repeats “Strange Inter- 
lude” week Feb. 3. 





Town getting its own symphony 
Br Igy lined up for first concert 
an. 31. 


Dismantling old towers of Tele- 
phone Co.’s once well-known broad- 
casting station, WCAP, caused roof 
to collapse and injure several girl 
operators on top floor of building. 


JACKSONVILLE, FLA. 


Arcade—Peruchi Players. 
Florida—‘“'The Love Parade.” 
Imperial—‘‘The Sacred Flame.” 
Palace—“‘Hallelujah.”’ 





Judgment of Manager John L. 
Crovo, Palace, in booking “Hallelu- 
jah,” King Vidor’s all-colored talk- 
er, being vindicated at box office. 
Striking feature of newspaper treat- 
ment was that no pictures of Negro 
Players were carried. Times-Union 
used still of King Vidor as director 
and author, Evening Journal car- 
tied scene of cotton-loading. 


W. H. Coxey, ahead of Sir Harry 
Lauder, playing the Temple, Jan- 
vary 29, was in town this week. 
He said Lauder’s schedule booked 
solid from St. Petersburg Jan. 21 
through Jacksonville ane into Geor- 
gia. Co. includes Arnaut Bros., old 
vaude clown act; Claire Loring, 
singer; Kharum, Persian pianist and 
Don Julian, cartoonist. 


Charles Branham, former man- 
ager Edwards theatre, Sarasota, 
Fia., for Universal, and in charge 
of the Kansas City district under 





Hotels LORRAINE and GRANT--Chicago 


LORRAINE 


SINGLE ROOM, BATH, $2.00 UP 
DOUBLE ROOM, BATH, $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 
DOUBLE WiTHOUT BATH. $14.00 WEEKLY 
LEONARD HICKS President 


GRANT 


SINGLE ROOM WITHOU? BATH, $1.25 AND $1.50 PER DAY 
SINGLE ROOM, BATH, $2.00 PER DAY 
DOUBLE ROOM WITHOU1 BATH. $14.00 PER WEEK 
DOUBLE ROOM WITH BATH. $17.50 AND $21.00 WEEKLY 
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E 137-139 West 45th St. 

L NEW YORK. CITY 
Completely remodeled—everything of 
the best—Simmons furniture (Beauty- 
rest mattresses), hot and cold water 
telephones, . showers. 

$12 for Single Room 
$16.50-$17.50 for Double Room 
$18.00-$19.00-$21:00 for Double Room 
(with Private Bath) 

This is the ideal hotel for the Profession—in the 

heart of the theatrical section 


Phones Bryant 0573-4-5 











Michaelove, may. return to 
Publix supervisor. 
formerly at At- 


Dan 
Florida as .a 
Ernest Morrison, 


lanta and. ‘Dallas, is’ taking John 
Carroll’s place at Miami, Reparts 
that Florida. district will be. split 
with Branham and Jesse L. Clarke 


now in ‘charge of entire shar- 


ing charge. 


state, 


Owen Cunningham, husband of 
Leslie Rice, leading woman, Peruchi 
Piayers, returned to Co. this week, 
opening in “Tiger Rose.” 

May Valentine is booked for two 
nights :and a matinee at the Temple 
(Jan. 23), presenting Friml’s “Fire- 
fly.” 





More than 15 tables were reserved 
by women: customers who fell for 
the Florida theatre’s bridge party 
gag last Wednesday, despite rain. 
Parties will be given each Wednes- 
day. 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


By CHESTER B. BAHN 


Empire—Syracuse Players (stock). 
Wieting—Dark. 

Keith’s—Vaud film. 
Loew’s—Vaudfilm, 
Strand—‘“Sally.”’ 
Paramount—‘‘Four Feathers.’’ 
Eckel—‘‘A Song of Kentucky.” 





Hal Brown’s new Empire stock, 
Syracuse Players, opened last week. 
George A. Chenet, former Shubert 
representative here, is associated 
with the project. as house manager. 
Brown has local financial backing. 
Robert P. Mill doing publicity. 





Adoption of municipal regulations 
making .non-inflammable screens 
mandatory here is expected to be 
one result of a'series of studies to 
be made in New York this week 
by Charles F. Wilkes, inspector of 
public assemblies. 

Fox Metropolitan theatres has ac- 
quired the Capitol, Ilion, from 
Young & Whitney, Inc. Robert 
Pierce remains as manager. 


BRONX, N. Y. 


Benjamin Knobel, who sold his 
Valentine, United States, Walton 
and Kingsbridge theatres to Fox, 
has acquired the Bedford from 
Charles Goldreyer, which he reopens 
tonight (Wednesday). 








Bronx Théatre Guild, headed by 
Sidney Stavro, opened its new play- 
house, the Tremont, last night with 
“H. H. H.,” a comedy. Attraction 
will alternate with “The Killer” in 
revertoire. In. the cast, besides 
Stavro, are Richard K. Keith, Jo- 
seph Redalieu, Francesca Redding, 
Charles W. Chamoris, Eddie Kay, 
Joan Danton, Clare Farnham, 
Claude Main, Dorothy Bachrach, 
Robert Blake, Eleanor Barry and 
Mildred Carroll. Stavro is also the 
stager. Bert Korbel managing and 
Dave Cantor handling publicity. 


Windsor (subway) has _ found 
business better, and again has a 
press agent, namely Sidney Koenig. 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 


By ROBERT H. SROWN 


Empire—‘“Rio Rita” (3d week). 
Alabama—‘“New York Nights.” 
Ritz—'‘‘Sunny Side Up’; vaude. 
Strand—‘‘It's a Great Life.”’ 
Gala—‘‘Behind the Make-up.” 
Trianon—'‘‘Seven Faces.” 
Lyric—Stock. 
Pantages—Musical comedy. 
Capitol—Change. 

Rialto—C hange. 





Jack King musical 
Pantages doing poorly. Reported 
quitting this week. Here four weeks 
and not a week out of the red. 


comedy at 


Paramount’s new 2,200 capacity 
house at Montgomery opens Jan, 25. 


W. A. Wolfson, manager, Strand, 
Montgomery, has returned to duty 
there after an operation for appen- 
dicitis at Fort Worth. 

The lease on the Lyric, held by 
Interstate, expires in March and 
will probably not be ren ved. The 
old house has no ventBating system 








and has seen its best days. 


Opposite 
N. V. A. Club 


$ 9 and Up Single 
$14 and Up Double 


Shower Baths, Hot 
and Cold Water and 
Telephone 


Electric Fans 


264-268 West 46th Street 
New York City 





Decorated 


$ 8 and Up Single 
$12 and Up Double 


Hot and Colq Water 
and Telephone in 
Each Room 


All Newly %: 


102 West 44th Street 
New York City 


Phone BRYANT 7228-29 





HOUSEKEEPING FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 

330 West 43rd Street, New York 
Longacre 7132 

Three and four rooms with bath, 

complete kitchen. Modern in every 

particular. Will accommodate four 

or more adultes. 


$12.00 UP WEEKLY 





CLEVELAND 


By GLENN C. PULLEN 

Hanna—Genevieve Hampden 
toire). 

Ohio— Dark. 
Playhouse—“The Racket.”’ 
Palace—‘‘Sky Hawk"; vaude. 
State—‘‘Woman Racket’; unit. 
Stillman—“Sally.’’ 
Hip—‘‘Sunny Side Up” (4th week). 
105th—‘‘Lone Star Ranger’; vaude. 
Circle—“ Oh, Yeah!’' 





(reper- 


“Sunny Side Up” breaking Hip’s 
box office record held by “Cock- 
Eyed World.” 


Mark Goldman resigned as man- 
ager of local Tiffany exchange and 
succeeded by Allen Moritz. 





Fred Desberg returns to Loew’s 
Ohio Theatres, Inc., as general man- 
ager. Howard Price Kingsmore, 
who succeeded Desberg two years 
ago, has gone to New York. 





Jack Pomeroy and Publix revue 
open engagement in Show Boat, 
nitery. Floor includes Bobby Brews- 
ter, Josephine Ehrlich, Sylvia and 
Leotine, and Bessie Brown. 





Lee Scott appointed assistant 
manager at Loew’s Park. John Hig- 
gins new manager at Alhambra, 


Three gunmen held up Colonial, 
in Dayton, getting away with $1,800 
half hour before closing time. Mil- 
lard M. Blaetner, manager, forced to 
open strong box. 


BOSTON 


For the first time in the history of 
Somerville that city will see pic- 
tures on Sunday. Mayor John J. 
Murphy has granted immediate per- 
mission for such exhibition. 








The Capitol theatre, Everett (Pub- 
lix), has installed a Magnascope 
screen, 


Boston's first all-night picture 
house has opened at Scollay sq. 
The Strand inaugurated its new 
policy a short time ago. 


The Irish of Lynn have applied to 
the mayor of that city for help in 
preventing the impersonating of 
Irish roles in films in a way that is 


detrimental to the race. Nothing 
has resulted so far except the 


mayor's declaration thatif producers 
do not present Lynn patrons with 
a higher class show than in the past 
he will be forced to appoint a board 
lof censors. 


MONTREAL 


His Majesty’s—French Musicals. 
Palace—‘‘Love Parade,”’ 
Capitol—“Hot for Paris.” 
Loew’'s— ‘‘Untamed.” 
Princess—‘‘Condemned.” 
Imperial— ‘Battle of Paris.” 
Orpheum—‘Deilghtful Rogue.” 
Roxy—“Lights of Paris’’ (2d week). 
Strand— Double bill. 
Empress—Double bill. 
Gayety—Musical stock. 








Palace picturegram competition, 
invelving return trip to France on 
S.S. lle de France from New York, 
as prize, was won by local French 
stenographer. Contest ran four 














600 HOUSEKEEPING APARTMENTS 
LANDSEER APTS. BENDOR COURT 


246 West bist Street 343 West 65th Street 
Columbus 8950 Columbus 6066 


IRVINGTON HALL HENRI. COURT 


355 West 5ist Street 312 West 48th Street 
Columbus 1860 3830 Tongacre 


HILDONA COURT 


341-347 West 45th Street. 3560 Longacre 
1-2-3-4-room apartments. Private bath, phone, kitchen or kitchenette. 
$18.00 UP WEEKLY—$70.00 UP MONTHLY 
All apartments directly under the supervision of the owner 
In the center of the theatrical district. All fireproof buildings 








Address all communications to 


CHARLES TENENBAUM 


Principal Office: Landseer Apts., 245 West 5ist Street, New York 
All apartments can be seen evenings. Office in each building 
Will Lease by the Week Month or Year — Furnished or Unfurnished 














Phone: LONGACRE 6805 GO. P. SCHNEIDER. Prop. 


THER BERTHA FURNISHED 


APARTMENTS 
COMPLETE FOR HOUSEKEEPING. 


CLEAN AND AIRY. 
325 West 43rd Street NEW YORK CITY 
Private Bath 3-4 Rooma. 


Catering to the comfort and convenience of 
the profession. 


STEAM HEAT AND ELECTRIC LIGHT, $15.00 UP 


Mrs. Jackson now in charge 








Your Home While in 
New York City 
HOTEL 








A GOOD HOTEL IN 
MIDTOWN NEW YORK 
Weekly Rates 


Singl $14 
Dosble rooms $17.50 to $24 CADILLAC 
Two-room suites $35 


Three-room suites $45 


HOTEL WELLINGTON 


7th Ave. at 55th St., New York City 
Under KNOTT Management 


Broadway and 43rd St. 


In the Heart of New York City 
Nicely Furnished Rooms 
$12.00 WEEK 
With Private Bath 
$15.00 WEEK 


Hot and Cold Running Water and 
Private Phone in Every Room 























months and did a lot to boost grosses 
at Palace. 





All of Ontario’s 428 picture the- 
atres will be fireproof by end of 1930, 
Minister of Internal Affairs for gov- 
ernment of that province announced 
this week. 














with “Sally” and holding it over. 
Censors finally let “Applause” 
through for the Princess, 





Test case on Sunday closing of 
film houses in province are being 
taken by civic authorities in cities 
and towns interested and results 
will be appealed either way deci- 
sion goes. So far only Granby and 
Three Rivers are involved but deci- 
sion will affect houses all over prov- 
ince. Montreal and Quebec City not 
affected. 


PITTSBURGH 


By HAROLD W. COHEN 
Nixon—‘“‘Gambling.”’ 
Alvin—‘‘Night in Venice.” 
Pitt—Sharp stock. 
Academy—Burlesque (Mutual). 


Zenobia Shrine’s annual indoor 
circus opens Jan. 27. Ben Groene- 
weld, general chairman. Vaude and 
circus acts booked independently 
this year instead of taking over an 
entire circus as formerly. 





Ernest Moorefield, News-Bee 4d. e., 
devoted entire column to razzing 
picture censors last week. 





Yeggs failed to blow open the 
safe in the Vita-Temple last week 
which contained $3,000, 


"Westwood theatre (Smith & 
Beidler) damaged last week when 
flood waters washed into the lobby. 





Pictures 
Penn — “New York Nights’; stage 
show. Blue Bird Inn, night resort in 
seen" aaree Days’ Leave’; stage| Point Place (suburb), has been 
snow. 
eee — “Playing Around’; stage padiocked for a year. 
snow. 





Aldine—‘‘Sunny Side Up” (24 week). 

Olympic—‘“Lost Zeppelin.” 
arner—‘‘General Crack.’’ 

Sheridan Square—‘'7 Keys to Bald 

Pate” 2d week). 

Harris—‘‘Rio Rita’; vaude. 

Liberty —“ Disraeli." 

Regent—‘‘Half Way to Heaven.” 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Metropolitan—Dark. 

Lyceum—‘‘R. U. R.,” “Marco Millions’ 
and ‘‘Volpone” (Theatre Guild). 

Shubert—‘“Perfect Alibi” (Bainbridge 
stock). 

Palace—Burlesque (stock). 

Pantages—‘‘Song of Love’; vaude. 

Seventh Street—‘‘Rich People’; vaude. 

Minnesota—‘‘Condemned”’; Publix stage 





Robert Warwick at Pitt this week 
in “Her Friend the King” replaced 
William Faversham who cancelled 





¢ 46 ’ show. 
at last minute as “guest star.’ Century — “The Love Parade” (34 
week). 
Warners offering Dick Powell, m. State—‘‘It's a Great Life.” % 
c. at Stanley, to all local radio sta- ie “nantes nee 
tions for commercial hours at con- Aster—“The Viking.” ; 
sideration. Grand—‘‘Taming of the Shrew” (24 


loop run). 

Blimp flew over town Monday 
dropping 2,000 free tickets to Olym- 
pic for “The Lost Zeppelin,” which 
opened Tiffany's house, 


After this week not another legit 
road show in sight for Minneapolis 
and it looks as though the season 


Palace, seating 1,400, opened Mon- is just about over. 


day, week later than announced at 
first, as short subject house. It’s a 


Harris enterprise. Admission 15c. Manager EB. C. Bostick beoked 


Gayle Wood, local radio pianist, as 





© i a@vaude act at Pantages this week. 

» Minnesota, in an effort to 

By E. H. The } 

Palace y he PES cetcians build up business, has revised its 

stock). list of “Bix Six” pictures which 
_ Fasamount-~"Behind the Makeup’;| “Hot for Paris’ was supposed to 
stage show. re aat tek “gt . a.” 
Pantheon—“Sally” (24 week). usher in last wee k. Condemn¢ a, 

Srinease—-”Applnuecs.” this week, replaced General 

Vita-Temple—“‘Seven Keys to Bald-| Crack” “Burning Up” replaces 

pate.” = ‘Lilies of the Field,” which goes to 
Valentine—“‘Bishop Murder Case.” the State; “‘Devil-May-Care” takes 


State—‘‘Sunny Side Up.’’ 
Rivoli-—Vaudfilm. 
Empire—Burlesque (Mutual). 


the place of “Dangerous Paradise.” 
Excepting “Hot for Paris,” “No, No, 
Nanette” alone remains of the orig- 








—_ { 





Pantheon doing land-office biz i inal six, 
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AFTER A TWO YEAR INTERNATIONAL TOUR 



































THE WORLD FAMOUS 
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AND HIS BRUNSWICK RECORDING ORCHESTRA 


OPENED 


Grauman’s Chinese Theatre, Hollywood, Jan. 19 


For an Unlimited Engagement to the Biggest Reception Any 
Stage Entertainment Has Ever Received in This Theatre 


~ Thanks to HAROLD B. FRANKLIN and FANCHON and MARCO 








“RHYTHMIC DYNAMO” 
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